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cast thruughiout the courtry tuait the wheat i
sight is imcreasing very rapidly, and that the trops
i coultnies now being harvested su lit befrar greater

than at first reported. This wvidl be folluwed a
few days later by a repurt havig far ils objecit the
very uppusite effect. Tlie producer froui one point
of view, and the consumer fromt anuther, luok
upon this gre.ut gulf of stnfe, turmoil, and excite-
ment betvcen them, and wonder what the outcume
wili be. The one is un a dilemmuia lecause lue dues
not kiov wien to sel, and the other because he
does not know wien is the best timue to buy.

If this speculation were confiud to transactions
connected %.uti the guods im band, the uil effets
frum it would not be so great. But wlein these
manipuuators carry tiuaîr gaiblhng operations, far
they are nothimg else, muto the future, and buy and
sel goods that are not yet mn sight, the effect upon
the trade is miost disastrous. li several European
courtries tiere is a strong agitation fur laws tu
prevent such species of gamibling. In Great Bri
tamn ail the agrcultural and trade sucicties have
passed strong resolutions condemniing such prac-
tices. At a recent meetmig of the General Aus-
triant Millers' Reunion, ield in Vienna, the follow-
mng resolutions were passed and strongly recoi-
mended for consideration by the Governient .

'Considering the perniciousness ofgambling in corn,which
we believe to bei a nanonal-economical danger, we, there.
forc, petilaun the tuternmeuti tii that die :,»tcmus be en
tirely 1 ,îuhibited .n the Austiian lauurses . t) that the trade
in corn he tny p1ernitied in re-al andl exiiting gonds iwith
precise indication of quality and time of delivery; () the
instiution calied Usance.Corn ie abolished ; (4) tmit an
Inquiry by representatives uf al branches itmterested in the
quciuIn 1,e hcJ, L.ucl upun hich new regfulatins ait t.
be workeri out in the tpirit of the prcreling ihre- pnints "

The debate winds up as folliws: "Tle General Millers'
Congress hopes and prays that the uovernient will accede
to the just wishes, nut uniy ui (ie whole immiiiers andustry ut
Austuia, bLil ' 'ut l i t thie in i ci d past), iL., .igriuture,

w.hich has jine1 il, this mment and win inçi<t upon the
Commiittee of the Vienna Corn Exchange denfnitely abolish-
ing the gamblng in fictitious grain under the Option or
Terminal systemus, one of the causes that have reduccd the
Austrian niillers' industry to its present state and afflictions."

Thougl Caniada is not much affected by specu-
lation withmn lier borders in regard to wheat, she
is directly affected by gamibling in wheat and other
grains at Chicago and other centres across
the line. Ve cannot do more than agitate
in regard to these wrongs and endeavor to get
our good fnends to the south to think as we
do. There is not the least doubt but what agri-
culture on this continent would be a far more pro-
fitable business if drastic measures were taken at
once to prevent this wiolesale dealing in fictitious
grains. It is one of the greatest curses of the
nmneteenth century, and the sooner the legitiniate
trader, who makes a good living by ai honest
margin of profit, and the producer as well, rise up
in rebelhion agaunst ut, the sooner will agriculture
on this continent reach the position to whichi it
is justly entitled.

In connection with one of Canada's most im-
portant industries, however, dealing in futures is
assuming soiewhat alarmîing proportions. We
refer to our cheese trade. Every season there are
instances of the buying and selling of cheese
that has not yet been produced. A month or two
ago a number of contracts made on cheese for
future delivery were reported to be repudiated bc-
cause the market had becoie dilapidated and the
purchaser refused to adhere to the contract. In
our checese trade, if buying and selling were onîly
carried on in connection vith the goods in hand,
such instances of repudiation would not have hap
pened, and our cieese trade would perhaps be in a
better position as regards prices than it is to day.
We will return to this phase of the subject again.

Requirements of the Horse Trade.
The disastrous resuits from lack of skiil and

knowledge of the prunciples governmng goud breed-
ing are to be scen in the scarcity of really fine
horses mn the country ah the present time. This
scarcity is somevhat unfortunate at this juncture
when there is a revival of the horse mudustry, ne-
suitng fron an mncreased demand for good horses.
Outside of fine carriage horses the demand seems

to be for a good, serviciable horse of large size.
This style of horse is a scarce article just now.

One of hie reasons fur this scarcity scems to bc
the laLk of right methods of brecding, coupled
with a strong desire on the part of the farmer to
sell otT his good stock, and keep only the scrubs
for his uvn use. In fact, many fiarners have kept
for breeding purpuses what iay be considered the
"ciuls," and have considered it only necessary to
pro(.ure a gond sire to breed a good offspring.
Such a prattice is contrary to the laws of good
breeding. No matter how good the sire may be,
if hie dam is a scrub, the offspring will partake
somewhat of the nature of a scrub. The colt nay
lbe considerably larger ilhan its dam, but it will par
take of so miany of her puorer qualities as to lbe
classed only a littile higher. True, there wili be
an improvemnt, and if such a practice is followed
for several generations, a higher type of horse will
be the result. But a large amount of time will be
wasted in the process, and the opportunity for
marketing nany a good horse will be lost. It will
be better to start riglht at the very beginning, and
select only the very best mares for breeding pur-
poses.

Not only should the mares for breeding purposes
be of the right stamp, but farmers should sec to it
that the sire used is one of ic very best. Unless
sone definite plan of this kind is adhered to, we
shall never be in a pouition to supply the English
market wvith the right kiîd uf horse. In some
countries, not so far advanced in many things as
Canada is, the farmer is nt left entirely to himself
in the selection of the sire he purposes using. Il
our issue uf Novemiaber and ive miientiuned the fact
that in Italy the guvernmenit maintains seven stal
lion depots, in which, last year, there were 557
stalliuns. Durng the breedmng seasoni these stal.
lions are distrîbuted user the country for service.
In addition, nu outside stallion <.an stand for ser-
vice until he has been examinîîed by the "horse
commissioner " of the district, and if in this ex-
amination lie ails to comle up to the standard re-
quired, his owner cannot use hini for stud pur-
poses. Such a system, if properly enforced, can-
not lelp but resuilt in a vast improvement in the
quality of the horses produced in that country.

In some things Italy's example nay well be
copied by Canada, and this is one of them. If in-
stead of ic slip shod nethods followed by many
farmers in the breeding of horses, some system
were evolved whereby they could be induced to
follow more correct methods, our horse trade
would soon recover from its present unsatisfactory
condition. There are too many smali " scrubby "
horses in the country for whicli tiere is no market,
and for which thcre is not likely to be one. There
has been a good demand for a really fine horse,
even during the late depression in fle horse trade.
And though prices have revived somewhat, there
is no possibility of the demand for the ordinary
sniall horse being much better than it lias been
for several years. The demand will continue to
be for the large serviceable horse and the fine car-
riage horse, and unless the best quality-of these is
produced we cannot expect to expand our export
trade in horses to any great extent.

Keep More Sheep.
In our issue of Novernber 16th, Mr. John I.

Hobson stated thait lie did not thnk Canadian
mutton could compete with the Australban mutton
in England. At the time of Mr. lobson's visit,
New Zealand mutton was selling on the London
market for 6/ cents per lb., and the Austrahsans
are prepared to lay down'mutton there at less than
6/ cents rather than lose the market. This is a
very low price, and no doubt Mr. Hobson's con-
tention is correct, thatwecannot compete at a profit.
The conditions in Austraha are differentfrom what
they are in Canada, and are especially adapted for
sheep-raising. But the more favorable conditions
there may bu counteracted in a large measure by
our comparative nearness to the market. If Aus.
traha can lay down mutton at less than 634 cents,
and carry it four or five times the distance that we
have to, our conditions for raising mutton must be

comparatively poor indeed if we cannot approacli
thiat limit. However, we will have to face things
as they are, and if we wisi to develop our niutton
trade with Great Britain we nitist be prepared to
supply as good nttton at as low a price as it can
lie got elsewiere.

Ve are not in possession of any definite infor
mation, nor do we think there is any reliable data
extant as to wlhat is the actual cost per lb. of pro
ducing in Canada a quality of nutton that would
be suitable for the British markets. Will not some
of our enterprising shîeep men help us in this re-
gard, and let us have the.actual cost of producing
a pound of nititton in Canada for the benefit of the
readers of FARMINO ? Roughly it is estimated that
it costs as mucih to keep a cow as for five sheep.
Tie average cost of keeping a cow well for a year
is estimuated to be about $3o. On this basis it
would cost about $6 to keep a sheep for a year.
We are of the opinion that this figure is soniewliat
higlh. But if it is about correct tere is not much
possibility of our being able to compete with the
Australians for the Englislh mutton trade.

Notwithstanding this soniewliat gloorny outlook
for Canadian mutton in Great Britain, our advice
to the Canadian farmer "to keep more
sheep " still holds good. If it were for
no other object thani to keep down weeds,
it would pay our farniers to keep more sheep.
There are many kinds of weeds that would get a
good start on the farm if it were not for the sheep.
In fact, in nine cases out of ten, wliere you find a
farn thiat is dirty and overrun with weeds, you will
find that the owner does not keep sheep. Sheep
are said to be sure death to sour dock, dandelion,
and many other kinds of weeds liard tu get rid of.
The list of weeds that may be destroyed by a good
flock-of sheep on a farni is indeed very large, and
we aie surprised that more of our farmers do not
keep sheep. If kept on a farim with other animais
sleep will almost live on the weeds and grass not
eaten by the others.

Canadian Butter in Great Britain,
Satisfactory reports have been received froni the

shipments of butter to Great Britain from the
creanueries of the Northwest Ternitonies, under the
management of the Dominion Department of
Agriculture. The shipments landed at a very in.
opportune time. Unusually large shipments of
butter froni Denmark, Russia, and the United
States at this time, when very open and muild
weather prevailed in England, caused the market
to be depressed. The shipments fronm these
countries for one week amounted to about one
thousand tons of butter more than during the same
week of 1896. Notwithstanding these unfavorable
conditions, the reports from these expenimental
shipments are very gratifying. If tiere were the
least foundation for Secretary Wilson's statement
that the butter sent from the colonies to Great
Britain contained injuriotus ingredients used, as
perservaline, it is not probable that these ship-
ments would have met with any demand whatever
under such depressing conditions.

The following letter, in regard to them, was re-
ceived by the Department of Agriculture fron
Messrs. George and John Nickson & Co., Liver-

-pool, under date of November zoth : " Enclosed
lierewith we have pleasure in handing you account
of sales for butter ex-Labrador. We regret that
your shipnent to us should have met with such a
depressed market as ours lias been for the last
three months, whiçh is chiefly owing to the very
open weather we have experienced during that
time. We are pleased to be able to report the
quality of butter shipped by you as satisfactory,
and with regular shipments vie are certain we
could build up a denmand for your brands."

Similar letters were received from other well-
known produce dealers containing satisfactory ac-
counts of sales.

Along the Right Line.
Prof. Robertson, Dominion Commissioner of

Agriculture, and Mr. A. G, Gilbert, manager of
the Poultry Department of the.Experimental Farm,


