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Society lias established, at Abany, an Agricultu- in the United States, could obtain the protection of at
rai Museum wbich already contains a large collec- Patent in Canada for a short period, say 5 or 7 years
tion of objects illustrative of 'he history, progress, would be the means uf readily introducing numerous
and present condition of thc art in that State. It American inventions which under t he presenit -y.tt i
is open to thc public and is daily visited by per. are not introduced at ail; or only by individuals who
sons interested in agriculturz. Nearly ail new hearing of them by chance possess suificient enterprise
inventions in agricultural mechanics, that have stood to become their own inprters. It is now the inter-
the test of experiment, may be seen here, cither in est of the American inventor, to kcep as far away as
the shape of working models, or, as is generally the possible fron the Canadian frontier. If the charac-
cas?, in the shape in which they left the hands of ter of bis machine is such, that it cannot be 'pi-ated'
the manufacturer. Fruits, seeds, grain, vegetables, manufactured in Canada, and elanîdestinely sold in
of every variety, are collected, labelled, and, in such the United States in violation of bis patent, the pro-
mode as may be practicable, preserved for exhibition. duce of that machine muay be imported in suchî quan
Mr. Johnston, who was present as the agent of tities and at such prices as to reduce very nuch the
New York State, at the World's Fair, London, brouglit value of his patent. Indeed, so common has this
fron Europe on bis return some forty varieties of practice become in the case of wooden manufacLures,
nheat. These were distributed anong the inembers that a bill was lately intruduced, and (if ny recollec-
of the Society in different parts of the State, for the tion serves me) passed by the New YorkLegislature,
purpo-e of being tested. making contraband ail manufactures proved to be

The results will be carefully noted. Mr. Johnston the produce of Canadian copies of Americin inven
promised to collect and send to the Board ofAgricul- tions.
ture, samples of those varieties which miglit prove The difficulty of discrimination may prevent the
to be valuable. effective operation of such a law, but the existence or

I may mention as a matter of some interest, and as a wrong which was felt, is proved by the attempt to
indicating the probable advantages of the intercourse r2medy it.
recelniended, that Mr. Johnston received fron a It was probably supp 'sedlthat by leaving the whole
Russian gentleman. whose acquaintance he fornied field of American discovery open to the enterprise of
when in London, seed of a new variety of flax. It is our machinists and manufacturers, they would hasten
represented to be a winter flax, and is expected to toappropriate every thingvaluableforreproduction at
prove ofgreat value especially in the Northern States. home. But this expectation lias not been realized.
Its character and advantages are set forth as follo>ws: A considerable outlay is required to procure patterns.

Ist. "It lias the advantage to b sown in the fall; and make the necessary preparations for mauufac.u-
not subject to be sown too early or too late, as this is ring heavy and valuable machines; and wlen a man's
often the case with the spring seed, and has always a next neighîbour may set up in the saine business and
failure of the crop in its train." under-sell him the moment ho has introduced and es-

2nd. "The winter sred shoots sooner and before tablished the value of the article, it is very plain
2nd. Thewiner eedshoos sone an beorethat the enterprise is attended with somne risk.the weeds come out, which latter are kept back by it; , e e ise is .atn diah monisk.

it is earlier ripe and can be brought in before the The consequence is, that Canadian manufacturers
hands are wanted for other agricultural operations." have not shown the alacrity that was expected in

a . . "pirating" American inventions. Ia ftlie case of
3rd. I hn order to prevent the shootug i the fall, cheap machines or implements adapted to common use.

the seed must be worked in by the ploughs ac early the evil is not so great ; though even in regard toas possible, and then the seed is not damaged, neither this class, I obrev th h.eoducion wou d mhy 20 degrees of cold. (Reaumer.) Ia the spring as casIbieetirnrouinwodbennlbyo as dge fcld . must ho the sprgwas facilitated by hollling out inducements to the inven-
szoon as the field is dry, it must be sligyhtly harrowed tors to occupy the field themselves.
It shoots with the first rays of the warm sun, and is to occupy te eld thîes heo
already in flower when other spring seed is sown, and Ail foreigners are excluded from the benellt of our
before the insects canI do it any hari." Patent Laws, while, "any person a su»ject of 11er

4th. "This seed ls glossy, but dark andl mixed
with black grains, yet ail shoot. It is a great deal
more oily than the common seed."

The seed of this flaz was to be tested this present
winter, and if Mr. Joinston's expectations are real-
ized, it may be well worthy the attention of the
Cana :an flax grower.

At Rochester I procured and forwarded to Profes-
sor Bnckland, 12 bushels of seed wheat, comprising
the three varieties of most repute in Genesee Co.

This wheat bas been sown on the experimental
farm at Toronto.

PATENT LAws.-During my examinations at the
Crystal Palace, I came in contact with a number of
Anierican inventors, who complained loudly of our
lillberality in granting patents for inventions. They
accuse the Canadians of short-sighitedness, as well as
injustice, in not affording to American inventors en-
couragement andprotection upon as favourable terms
at lea:,t, as those accorded by their laws.

From the facts which came to my knowledge, dur-
ing these enquiries, I am convinced, though formerly
of a contrary opinion, that a change in our Patent
Laws by which the inveators of valuable machines

MUaJesty. and resident mU Ls rov nue, may avai

himself of their protection, not only for bis ovn in-
ventions, but for such as lie " may have dircovered or
obtained a knowledge of" in foreiga countries, ex-
cept the,, United States and IIer Majesty'sdominions."

A Canadian may obtain a patent in the United
States upon the same terms as a citizen, except that
lie must pay a somewhat higher foc. So mîay an
American obtain a patent in England. Why should
we be less liberal.? To profess a de-sire for "l Reci-
procity," w'hile our Patent Laws are a standing proof
of hostility to. the principle, will not .add to our
reputation for consistency or honest.y.

Ir, therefore, these laws expose us to the charge of
inconsistency-if they display less international lib-
erality than the patent laws of any other civilized
country-if their effect be not to promote the prompt
and general introduction of important new inventions
but te obstruct and delay their introduction, it seenis
to me that no time should be lost La revising them.

I stro gly recommend the subject to your notice,
in the hope that you will agree with we in thinking
that it demnands the attention of the legislature.

I beg to conclude tils report, the result of a shor
mission of twelve days, with the following resune :


