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Australia, some parts of Spain, the finer poutions
of S. W. Asia, and perhaps some parts of Huu-
gary—such localities may be characterized gen-
erally as thinly populated, with a mild wuter.
Here their flocks roam the year rouud over ex-
tensivo pastures ; are scldom Loused. and never
hand fed. The market is considerably distant.
The object in such covutries is to obtain a fine
fleece, which being of higher or even double
value per pound as compared with coarser wools
will diminish the per centage for carringe and
marketing, whilst the small demand for mutton
at home, and dilliculty of its exportation. makes
it a very inferior consideration, the best paits ouly
of the flesh are used, and the rest boiled down or
thrown aside. What we call the finer points of
the animal arve neglected, or rather studiously
kept down, as a supeitlaity of tlesh in those pants
would only uniit the animal for his pusitian,
Travelling frequently in quest of pastare or water,
and often exposed to seveie drought on arid
steppes and uuder a torrid sun. A large (leshy
animal covered with long wool, would here
rapidly sink under his cwa burtheus, and disease
and death would defy the exeriions of the swali
number of auttendants usuvally aflorded in such
countries. In such a position, then, a sheep
seems required fine aud not 1o heavy in fleece,
with considerable length of lex, not too light
bone, and so little dixposed to obesity that he can
carry himself through considerable joarnies with-
out pereeptible fatigne or exhaustion, as fatigue,
exhaustion, or any species of weakness affecting
the secretions must be injurious to the testure
and growth of the wool.

Advancing into mere civilized regions we find
certain districts thinly inhabited from the sheer
inability of the soil to repay, by its produce, the
labours of a more extensive popolation. Cattle
on such lands hardly find saflicient bite ang
shelter, but Lere the sheep may often be kept to
advantage. In such a position the market is
often comparatively near, both jor wool and
mutton,—the wool need not be so high in quality,
1o pay for a short transport, while the mutten
here becomes an olject of econsideration. The
large heavy sheep cannot be kept on such land,
but we require a variefy whose bulk can be
maintained an a comparatively delicient herbage,
whilst his wooi requires to be at the same time
heavy enengh to sheiterlum from the inelemency
of the weather, and haht enonszh not to encumber
him in travelling over a considerable range for
his food, often over hill ad dale. boe and morass,
where a heavier careassed and heavy wooled
sheep would sink from sheer weight.  This was
strongly exemphticd in many pans of the North
of England and Sonth of Scotland, some forty or
fifly years ago. At the fust intraduction of the
Leicesters into these localities—they succeeded
admirably « the more level Jands, “Secing this,
many of the farmers ol roughei. barer grounds
must follow the fashion, and frequently placed
the heavy Leicester sheep on land where he
raust run over mauy acres to seek his food, often
wading mid-leg deep in bog. The result was
what might have been expected, ruin to the
farmers ; and ignorance gave an evil name to a
most valuable class of animals. I koow it is

maintained that the fine woovled Merino fleece is
more impervious 1o cold than the heavy Tees-
water. It may be so to sheer cold, bhut a certain
degree of depth of wool combined with fineness,
seems to aflord a greater degree of shelier from
the entting blast and driving sleet ; otherwise,
why 1 more notthern climates, as Savony, ard
Noith ITungary, is it indispensable that the
Metino Le sheliered in winter, winlst the house~
less Chieviot seeks his only shelter on the barest
side of the hill 10p, where he knows himself best
secured from the overwhelming snow drift.

Thus is pointed ont the peculiar home of the
maiddle wool.  Clean limbed, and compactly
formed, with a fine transparent ear, and clear
forchead—he carries his mutton high, whilst he
displays many of the feeding points, making him
cagerly songht after by the grazier and twrnip
feeder; at the same time that his rougher coat is
well adapted to 1esist the inclemencies of the
season with which he has often to contend.

Again, proceed we a step to the rich vales
amoung a teeming populition, gathered together
by tae superior productiveness of the soil, easy
means of transporting along the flowing rivers,
aud abundant employment afforded by increasing
wezlth and luxury 5 what farmer would not here
be emulous 10 see the heaviest of our heavy
Teeswaters lying around his sheltered pastures,
where they need haidly to walk avound to satisfy
their hunger, while the purveyos for a numerous
population have all the faltest stock around
bouaht up, even before it is brought into the
market.  ere the largest amount possibie of
mutten is required. and the sheep is able to earry
it round with him the shoit distance he needs to
a0 in scarch of food 5 aud lying half the time, his
constant tendeney is to becone fatter and fatter.
A heavy wool is here also an object 5 the distanco
of hansportation is nothing, and among such a
population it is always required, as a country
mereases in Joxary, the consumption ol the
heavier weols seetns to increase in a grealer
raiio than of the fine ones—more ol the Tormer
class scems needed for asticles of luxury—as
carpets, and all the endless vaviety of stuffs and
merinos, whilst the demand for the fine wools,
which are mostly used for body clothing, does
not increase in the same ratin.  This seems fully
proved by the long wooled sheep having extended
cver almost every part of England where the land
is adapted for them, and by a rapidly inereasing
demand for the same class on this continent.

With these premises let us examine the char-
acteristics of our own country as to its adaptation
to a sheep husbandry in any shape, then as to
the class of’ sheep most desirable nnder our pre-
sent position to be culivated.  We have, gener-
ally speaking, a vich soil affording a fine heavy
bite aboundine nawrally ia white clover, small
encloswres, affording with the patches of waod
areat shelter, small farms, on each of which a proe
portion of horned cattle and horses arve kept as well
as sheep. A severe winter forces us to house and
hand-feed most of ourstock, in order to enable
them to resist its severity with any degiee of
coudition. We have consideiable demand fur
mautton, the smwaller carcase being preferable 1o



