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readiness to join some regiment. This was a hard
alternative, as many of these officers were situated ;
for a great many of them had been tempted to
emigrate to Canada by the grants of land which
were offered them by government, and had- ex-
pended all their means in improving these grant,
which were invariably given to them in remote
situations, where they were worse than worthless
to any class of settlers but those who could
command sufficient labour in their own fami-
lies to make the necessary clearings and im-
provements.

Rather than sell my commission, I would at once
have made up my mind -to join a regiment in any
part of the world ; but, when I came to think of the
matter, I recollected that the-expense of an outfit,
and of removing my family-to say nothing of sacri-
ficing my property in the colony-would render it
utterly impossible for me to accept this uupleasant
alternative after being my own master for eighteen
years, and after effectually getting rid of all the
habits which render a military life attractive to a
young man. Under these circumstances, I too
hastily determined to sell out of the army. This,
of course, was easily managed. I expected to get
about £600 for my commission; and, before the
transaction was concluded, I was inquiring anxiously
for some mode of investing the proceeds, so as to
yield a yearly income.

Unfortanately, as it turned out, I made a bargain
with Mr. Q for twenty-five shares, of £25 each,
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