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poflible tliefc unhappy fufFercrs might have go^
lafely to land, where they could have liipported

thcmfelves with the lliip*s provifions, the Tending a

floop diredlly in fearch of them might have
laved their lives.

The fettlements which the French had made
about the Bay were alfo a fubjed of difcourfe

among the fervants: but as no notice was then

taken of the French being at the head of Nelfon-

river, as there is now, it is probable, -that they

have puihed on to Nelfon-river fince that time

;

and they will extend their fettlements *till we have

not the power of diflodging them, if fome fpeedy

methods are not taken to prevent it. The Com-
pany had done many things, they obferved, par-

ticularly the fending a floop to Whale-cove, tu

quiet the importunities of a gentleman in London
who had charged the Company with being afieep.

Sir Biby Lake indeed, they added, had cloletted

this gentleman, and endeavoured to remove the

charge j but they were of opinion it was too juftly

founded, or they would not tamely fuffer the

French to make fuch dangerous encroachments.

It was then the general opijiion of the fervants

at the Bay, that the Company thought the difco-

very of a north-weft paffage inconfiftent with their

intereft ; and accordingly all who have attempted

the making- this difcovery are confidercd by the

fervants as the Company's worft enemies. While
I was in the Bay, the Churchill-floop went twice

or thrice to YorK- fort, and I heard much abouc

Whale-cove and the floop's fiaving been there ; par-

ticularly, that the tioop having once a hawfer

faftened round a large ftorie on the Ihore at low-

water mark, about high water a black whale got

foul of the hawfer, forced it from the ftoncs, and

towed the floop to fea. Many things were alfo

told about the natives atWhale-cove, and of Scragg's

floop
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