690 French Gazzette on the Engagement witl; the Heélor of 74 guns.

Supplement a ln GAZETTE d2 FRANCE.
' Paris, Friday, November 8, 1582,

Cpy of a letter from the Sicur de la Touche,
Capitaine de Vaiffeax, commanding bis Ma-
Jeliv Frigate L' Aigle (the Eagle) to the
Marguis de Caftries, dated Scptember 5th,
1782, )
¢ I HAVE the honour to inform you,

that in the night berween the 4th and sth of

Scptember, latitude 39. 10. lougitude 67- 53,

I defcried a veflel to leeward, fteering as my-

{elf clofe to the wind, . ffarboard tacks aboard,

the wind weft and pretty freth. I bore down

vpon him the better to reconnoitre. Having
approached within half cannon fhot, I was
hot at z lofs to judge, from the elevation-of
his decks, that he was' a fhip of two tier of
guns.

¢« The frigate La Gloire, commanded by
the Chevalier de Vallongue, was to leeward
of me, and much nearer to the thip in-fight.

I judged from the'lanthorns which 1 faw

lighting in the batteries of thiswveffel, that

they intended to engage; and nor thinking
the match equal, and refeting on the impor-
tanze of the commiffion with wiich 1 was
charged, I hauled my wind, and made fail.
I expe&ed the Gloire would make the fame
mavement, without my having recourfe to
the night fignals to dire@ him to follow my
mancevvre; bue the Chevalier dé Vallongue
found himfelf at that time within half mafket
fhot of the ememy; who hailed him; they
were fpeaking each other when 1 made the
fignal for following me. The Chevalier de
Vallongue, thinking thit the énemy wonld
not’ fail to profit of, and give him2 broadfide,
during the advantageous pofition in which
the frigate would prefent herftlf to him,
whilft He'was exécutng my orders, boldly re~
folved to beir down upein bim, and rake him
a-head ; the enemy. retarned his fire, and
the cnigagement began within piftol fhot. The
firft fhot fired. at thé Gloire, put an end to
all the reflé@ions which T was making re-

i2up, and made the le of that fort prifoners
qf‘;’ar‘dﬁ. “The ;ex?:mg’;;uperef -wa{ :.:!l;ajzd
by one of -the Freneh frigam for 19 Bears, and
wery narrowly :;_fcap‘ed ebig_'fa&m‘.” ) :

- The printipal  fettlemenis belsnging to our
'_l{:ufﬁnsﬁ “Bay- Company at’ prefent are; Forts
Churchill,” Nélfon, -New Severn, and’ Albany,
o the il fide of the Bay, and Forts Charles
and “Rupért; on" the bittow of - the Bay. - This
€ompany, which docs 7ok confift of abowe nine of
ten i chantsy obtained -their firfl tharter from
Charles 1hé Sécontly i the Jear 1669y by which
gbe fole property of @Il the fandsy trade, roysi

eryy -and wes Within Hidfon's Stratts, not
acZually poffelled by “ary. Cbriffian Prince wa's
wefled ir%fe’bn,‘ E T'Jbe;_bcbixparu dré ‘dez'r-_fin:,

sy Eaffloyeiim and * braver-flinsy feathers,
ﬁakﬁwaﬁﬂmﬁ. ﬁm : j P
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fpeting the event-of an engagement, which _
I thought very uncgual. 1 wore to join the
frigate and to fecond her. After the Glowe
and the enemy had exchaoged fome broad-
fides, the firing between them ceafed ; the
tWo captanis_hailed each other zgain, in-
terrogated one asother refpecting their co-
Yours, and the engagemcnt jmmediately be~
guo a-freth. Trwas at thes inflant that I
placed myfelf berween the Gloire and ihe e-
pemy, and began to five from all my artille-
ry, which appeired to aic to produce a great
effe@®. The fire from the fhip was not o
brifk as I had reafon to expe ; he hauled to
wiadward in fech 2 manner, that I could not
doubt his intention was to board me. I knew
from the calibre of the bullets wh'ch came on
board, of 35, 18, and eight pounds, that [
was engaged with a fhip of 74 guns, and hay-
1ng no other chance than that which he now
offered mae, I refolved sot to refufe it, have
g on board 500 combetaats (pirited by the
example of the Sieurs Baron de Viemenil, Dac
de Lauzun, Marquis de Laval, Marquis de
de Champcenetz, Mac-Mahon, Sheldon, the
Comtes de Chabanne, de Tallyrand, d: Rice,
and de Langeron the fon, the Sieur de Brena
tano, and other officers, whofé courage and
great valour apimated my crew. The ene-
my's fpritfail yard?® was caught in my fore-"
fhrowds; in this pofition T gave him 2 com-
plete broadfide, "and made my men buzza,
¢ board, and God fave the King.” The Bae
ron de Viomenil was prepared tc leap on board
the enemy, followed by all the above.named
officers, when the thip maneuvred to get
clear without firing 2 fingle {hot, which I ate
tributed to the terror that my refolution haé
infofed ints her crew, who ia all probability
were not numerows, The men Nho loaded
the gons, in the enemy’s lower battery, and
thofe in mine, firuck cach other with their
gun rammers.:  The thips' being feparated
from. each other, we renewed the combag
at thediftance of mutket fot, and the ene-
my’s fre diminifbed in a* mofk. extraordin;
degree. At day-break the Gloiré, which had
taken a favoprable .pofition re-engaged, and
raked the encmy fore and aft, he was. unrig~
ged, and mancguvred with great difficuley.. I
Thould have continued the engagement, the
iffue of which ‘would, in all appearance, have
been in.qur favopr, wher my.men on thelook
out called to me that they faw feveral fail,
ove of which I could myfelf perceive to be 2
veffel with three mafls, and having alltbe ap-
pearance of a fhip of the lime. ¥ feared with
reafon the 74 gun thip we wereengaged with,
was part,of a fquadron, to which the fails in
fight might bejong; having therefore fulflled
my dyty. refpeding the, hopour. of . the flag,
T made a fignal fo the Gloire to crowd fail and
follow me. The encmy’s (hip. made no.move.
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