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on Spruce Creek. In both these cases
the character of the ground and its gold
contents have been thoroughly and satis-
factorily tested by individual workers,
although the top burden ‘was S0 deep as
to prevent any profit being made from
this class of work, but the ground ap-
pears admirably suited for working by
wechanical means.

. “The greater part of the gold obtained
from, lode mining in British Columbia is |

found in connection with other metals | {j5;  in addition to the Payne mine

and only separated or collected by

smelting, probably not 5 per cent. of the
stamp '

product being obtained from
aills. The lode gold product for 1904
was $4,589,608, a was $223,008 less
than in 1903, due to the diminished cut-
put of the Rossland and Nelson districts.
In the former district the tonnage of ore
mined is about 5 per cent. less and the
gold contents about 8 per cent. less than
Jast year. In the Nelson mining divi-
sion there has been less ore mined, and
the values per ton were, on the average,
Jower. In the Boundary district the ton-
nage of ore mined has increased about
80 per cent., and the gross gold contents
is &is year about 10 per cent. greater
than it was the previous year. In the

t district the tonmage of gold-bear-
ing ore has been 20 per cent. less than
the previous year, yet, for all that, the
gold contents show an. increase of about
8 per cent.

Silver and Lead.

“It has been customary in these re-
perts to comsider silver amd lead to-
gether, since in this province about 80
per cent. of the silver produced is ob-
stained from silver-lead ores, the remain-
ing 20 per cent. being ¢hiefly found asso-
wciated with copper.

“The" total silver production for the
past year was 3, 1 eunces, valued
at $1,719,516. About 50 per cent. ot
this production came from the Slocan
district, and about 25 per cent. from
Fort Bteele district, the two lead-pro-
‘ducing centres, while the other 25 per
cent. was produced. in all the other parts
of the province. !
wounces greater than 'wes made in 1903—
an imcrease of abcut 7 per cent.—and is
«hiefly attributable te

. them nen-injurious, but the question of
| the silver  still remains to be 'solved,
. for, as far as could be observed, it is

This output is 226,277 .

Te-opening: of\ ver, with iron and lead as occasional
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now using the Belgian furnace, ir
which thegore is mixed with coal ©f
other ‘reducing agent, placed in a clay
retort, the reduced zinc being distilled
off and caught in a condenser. Iron
and lead are highly objectionable in this
process, inasmuch as they flux with
and destroy the retorts, adding greatly
to the cost of the process. For this rea-
son crude Slocan concentrates have not
found a ready market, and to remove
these objectionable impurities two “zinc
enrichment” plants are under construc=

magnetic separator. It is believed that
these impurities can be so removed, to
such an extent at least as to rendes

directly included in, and a part of, the
zinc blende, and can not be separated,
save by smelting or some other form of
disintegration of that mineral.

“While this silver cannot be consid-
ered as detrimental to the ore as a zinc
ore, it is very difficult to separate and
save the silver, and but a partial re-
covery can be made at the best; conse-
quently, the price offered by ore buy-
ers seems very low for the silver con-
tents. For this reason it has so far
been found advisable by all the produc-
ers to throw as mugch zinc into the lead
concentrates as the lead smelter will
accept without a penalty. in which case

! the producer gets no pay for his zinc,
but gets'a price for its silver' contents
which more than recoups him for his
loss in zinc. These conditions apply to
znc smelting as it is usually carried on.
There are, however, two or three newer
processes not very widely known, which

- are especially adapted to such ores, but

operators of these concerns are natur-
ally only prepared to give enough for
the ore to outbid the regular zinc smelt-
er. An electric process is being de-
veloped in Vaneouver which has con-
siderable promise and which can be
utilized in small units, and this may
help to solve the problem by the local
treatment of the concentrates.

“The ore from the Lucky Jim mine,
of the Slocan, is a zinc ore, low in sil-
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“Red hricks are «nufactured in
small yards all oves the province, for
local consumption, the distribution of
brick clay being so %@nem] 48 not to
necessitate any large brick-making cen-
tre, although Very @xtehsive yards are
in operation 'ﬁ[-ihi‘ Vancouver and N o
Westminstér,  1The manufacture of gre.
brick has bebn carried on at Conox, by
the W‘elﬁhgton Colliery Co., mom fire:
clay, occurring in connectich, ‘with the
coal seams, and also at “yictoria by the.
B. C. Pottery Co., irom, clay derjved
from the same soutee. This latter com-
pany has also entered extensively into
the manufaccire of drain and ‘sewer
pipe, tiles; ®te., for which there appears
to be a good locai inarket.

“It was noted in last year’s report

that apparently a large deposit of shale
carrying oil had been discovered in the

a self-fluxing mixto- _ “-
which_should be - ,+& &P arrangement
the parties of +

are four
which -~

r

{
.'h

Beayer Valley, near Harper’s Camp,
Cariboo. Further samples of this shale
and a small flash of oil retorted from
it were obtained through Mr. Carew-
‘Gibson, of 150-Mile House. These the
bureau sent to Dr. T. R. Marshall, of
Tondon, England, with the request that
he turn them over for amalysis and re-

ence with the oil shales of Great Britain.
Dr, Marshall handed these to Mr. Ar-
thur King, whom he considered expert

mercial purposes.
was 972, which denoted that the oil
is very dense and only fit for lubricat-
g purposes and scarcely wortls rafin-
ing. The shale was worthless for com-
mercial purposes, and from a geolorical
point of view only indicated that oil
shales might sexist. Further prosecutiou
might regult in discovery of oil and rich
shale. Only -careful geological exam-
ination in comjumetion with actual pros-
pecting could determine this

' _“Within the past few months Mr. R.
H. Alexander, of Kamloops, writing
from Lytton, sent to the bureau for
examination a sample of black sha.e,
which proved to be eil-bearing and very
similar to those of Harper's-Camp. As
‘was noted in last year’s report, shales
of @ similar character were found in
Calder Creek, a tributary of the Flat-

head. As far as can be learned,, no

port to some chemist who had experi-.

in this matter, who reported that the |
oil was of & very low value for com-'
The specific gravity @

# o

e

oL great benefit to alk
“Iy the v '@ consolidation. "
.«¢inity of Greeswood thére
small
.qave been developed and have

«aoed several hundred tons of ore,
J«nRidg from $50 to $75 in gold and sil-
Ve, for which a ready market is found
at the local smelters. More attention
as been given of late to this class of
small hizh-grade deposit, and with very
'Pl?mlsf‘ng ts. .

‘T"se general costs of mining and
Sme ting in the Boundary district have
begn reduced to a Bgire lower than
‘soped for, and now Ccompare favorably
with any work done elsewhere,

“In the Rossland camp the year has
been to a certain extent unsatisfactory,
from the standpoint of production. It
has been a period of experimenting with
methods = of concentration, which, as
pointed out last year, has become a
necessity, since, ‘as a .greater depth is
reached, large bodies are found of lower-
grade ore, requiring treatment by con-
centration.

“The. Rossland Power Co’s concen-|;

‘trator, located between Rossiand and
Prail, has been eompleted. . This plant
wias erected to treat War Bagle and
Centre Star ores, and several thousand
tons of ore fromr these mines were sent
to the mill for concentration, but, after
a trial Trun of several weeks, the mill
closed down early in December, for the
parpose of making some changes in the
plant, found necessary by experiment.
“The Le Roi No. 2 mill, described
fully in last year’s report—a combina-
tion of hydraulic concentmation and

‘Blmore proeess’ oil concentration—has
been working all year, but it is recently
reported that the Elmore process has
beep temporarily discontinued. ey

“The Consolidated ‘White Bear Mining

Co. has during the past year erected au
‘Blmore plant,’ much larger than that
of the Le Roi No. 2, and egmpped.wzth

. labor-saving devices which it is believed

. will materially reduce the cost of opera-
tion. This plant was started up only
late in the year, and definite results
wannot yet be expected. %

. “The Velvet-Portland Co., on Sophie
Mountain, has erected a mall hydraulic
concentrator, to see what can be done

{ with the ores of that mine.

i “Tt will be seen, therefore, that the
efforts to arrive at a method of conceu-
tration are general throughout the camp,
and, from all reports, have been so fa
successful, If only a portion of the
product of the camp is concentrated, the
irou-copper sulphides thus obtained
would materially assist in fluxing the
excess silica in the unconcentrated ores,
thereby further reducing the cost of the
subsequent smelting. - Mueh importance

Individual Placer Mining—Boulder Breek, Atlin.

‘the Si. Engene mine, in Bast Kootenay,
the resumption of work in this mire
being the direct resnlt of the bounty on
-dead mined, offered by the Dominion

-government, without which assistance

“the St. Eugene cannot. be profitably
erated. In the Fort Steele mining
division there were mined in 1903 less

.than 1,000 tons of ore, while in 1904 !

there were mined 76,895 tons, from
which was recovered about two-thirds
of the lead output of the province.

. “The total lead output was 36,646,244
pounds of lead, of which 21,071,236
pounds was produced in Dast Kootenay,
10,611,227 pounds in Slocan, and 3,091,-

48 pounds in Ainsworth mining divi-
:sion.

Copper.

“There has been a further advance
made in the production of copper, the
output this year being 35,710,128 pounds,
~valued at: $4,578,037, an increase .of
about 4 per cent, over the preceding
year, which makes this output of copper
the greatest ever made by the province.
. The product was obtained in the follow-
ing districts: :

District— Pounds.

sevescessssvssnnesnaase 22,000,407
7,119,876
5,960,503

s4 savessss 528,880
220,500

Various districts 14,872

85,710,128

sesacesbossscase

“The average
ores of the various eamps, based upon
copper recovered, weré as follows:
‘Boundary camp, 1.38 per cent. copper;
Rossland, 1.12 per cent.; and Coast
District 3.68 per cent.

Other Minerals.

_“There has been no ore mined for
iron-making this past year, as the only

iron blast furnace on the NorthWest
Coast, that on Puget Sound, has not

_ been operated. Formerly, the lead

. smelters mined ore (magnetite) at
Kamloops for fluxing purposes, but this
has been discontinued, as ores have
been found nearer home, which
although not carrying so high a per-
ceritage of iron, contained small values
in copper, gold or silver, which render-~
ed them more desirable.

“Zinc ores having received a great
deal of attention during this past year,
more particularly those of the Slocan
distriet, but, with the exception of the
ore from the Ivanhoe mine, Sandon, it
could not be learned that any import-
ant amount of ore had been sold before
the close of the year. In the Slocan dis-
trict zinc blende occurs with the galena
ores, sometimes in considerable quan-
tity, and usually associated with iron
carbonates. Most of the concentrating
mills havé now been equipped so as to
separate out a “zinc concentrate” from
the jigs and tables. These concentrates
will run from 38 to 48 per cent. zinc (as
zinc blende), but will carry as impuri-
ties, considered from the standpoint of
a zinc ore, from 2 to 5 per cent. of lead,
as galena, from 5 to 15 per cent. of iron,
as pyrite and carbonate, and from 20 to
45 ounces of silver to the ton, with the
balance gangue matter, usually highly
siliclous. ’

“Most of the zinc smelting weorks
which are prepared to buy zinc ares pre

assays of the

impurities. About 2,000 tons of this
ore were shipped to Kaslo about the end

pleted by. the close of the year.
“There are zinc.ore properties on
Quatsino Sound and also near Vancou-

done.

“The production of platinum has this
year been confined to Granite creek, in
ihe Similkameen, and this creek pro-
duced only 35 ounces, valued at $12 an
ounce, recovered from the sluice-boxes
in washing for placer gold. As far as
can be ascertained, platinum has not
as yet been found “in place” in British
Columbia. although its oceurreace fis
wide-spread in the gravel of the placer
gold deposits throughout the province.

“In the report of 1902 the occurrence
:of platinum in . considerable quantity
was noted at several points on the
Quesnel river, Cariboo district. These
occurrences were the subject of a spe-
cial investigation' by a representative
of an*Eastern firm interested in ‘the
metals, but with what results has not
been learned.

“Mr. Hobson, in his report of last
year's operations of the Consolidated
Cariboo e¢ompany, an extract from
which will be found on page 41 of this
report, notes the occurrence of plati-
num, osmiridium, and also of palladium,
in the, heavy concentrates from his
sluice -boxes, and he is preparing to
put in a system.of undercurrents to
collect all of these heavy concentrates.

“In the Thibert creek hydraulic
workings, platinum has previously been
noted, but this company did no sluicing
this past season.
manager, in his report, speaking of
work planned for next season, says:
‘Since definite measures are to be tak-
en towards the saving of the smiridium |
which is known to exist in the deposit
to an appreciable amount.’

“In a comparatively young country,
'with lumber as plentiful as it is in Brit- |
ish Columbia, the use of stone for;
building purposes is relatively too ex-|
pensive, except in the cities, where,
wooden buildings are prohibited within
the fire limits, In the Interior there has
been comparatively little stone con- |
struction going on, and the quarrying,
of stone for such purposes cannot be
sald to exist as an industry. "When
stone is required, a few men are put to

exposures §imply to quarry out' suffi-
cient stone to meet immediate demands.

“On the Coast, the three largest cities
of the province have created a market
for building stone, and several quarries
have been opened up on the islands of
the Gulf of Georgia, which ‘afford ex-
ceptionally easy opportunities for open-
ing up quarries, as the rock faces open
up right from deep water, permitting
of the stones being loaded directly on
to boats. Most of these quarries will
be found described in a body of this
report, under the  heading “Stone
Quarries of Coast” The stones quar-
ried are granite, sandstone, and an an-
desite very much resembling sand-
stone in appearanca, An export mar-
ket for stone is being slowly but surely
established in the American cities on
Puget Sound ad in California.

of 1904, but the sales had not been com- |

ver, but so far no shipments have been '
made and little development has been |

Mr. Hamfleld, the |

work on one of the innumerable mC"‘imine produced last year about 175.000

a‘ctual development took place in the
Flathead oil distriet during 1904.

General Developments.

“The year 1904 has been devoid of
any sensational features in the way of
new discoveries or remarkable develop-
ment, but the year has brought increased
j output from the well-known mines
rather than the opening up of new pro-
ducing properties.

“In tl# Boundary district the tonnage
of ore mined has increased 15 per cent.,
and: this has called for increased equip-
ment on the part of all the large com-
panies owning their own smelting
plants. These, realizing that the -oxi-
dized ores found in the upper portious of
the original ore bodies were liable to be
replaced at a greater depth by sulphides,
have ‘taken time by ,the forelock’ an.l
secured, by means_of purchase and con-
yohdati.m}, all available deposits carry-
ing oxidized iron in excess, seguring
thereby a supply of such ore for -fluxing
purposes. :

~The average contents of the oye
mined in the Boundary for the past year
was 1.38 per cent. copper, $1.44 in gold,
and 0.3 oz. in silver to the tom, based
upon the statistics of the district. To
mine and smelt in British Columbia an
{ ore of this grade at a profit, it must be
done on fa very large scale and with the
lbest appliances, and the ores must be
! self-fluxing, or yearly so.. That a profit
‘«hgg been made argues that all these con-
. ditions have existed, and, further, that
| the plants have been most economically
Tun, y
| "The company operating upon the
largest scale in the district is the
| Granby Consolidated Mining, Smelting
| & Power Co. The control of this com-
| pany recently passed into the hands of
New York capitalists, and under the
! new directorate  still further additions
have been made to both the mine and
smelter plants, while additional railway
facilities have been acquired through an
extension of the tracks of the Great
Northern Railway Co.’s system. From
‘the company’s Old Ironsides and Knob

ill there were mined over 544,000 tons,
nwhile the company has been operating
several other properties under bond and
on shtares, “for the purpose of obtaining
their fluxing or oxidized ores.

“The B. C. Copper Co. has made im-
portant improvements at the mine, and
as most of the ore is now being quar-
ried, the company will be able to even
further redfice the cost of mining. The

tons of ore, and this output should he
! materially increased mext year. The
i company acquired a three-guarter imter-
est in the Emma miue, which last year
shipped 36,000 tons
small values, and used as flux by rthis
{ company and by the Nelson smelter,
. 'which owns the other quarter interest in
the mine. The company’s smelter treated
-during the year, including customs ore.
ete., some 210,454 tons of ore, contajving
36,403 ounces of gold, 118,419 ounces of
silver, and 5,081,748 pounds of copper.

!, “The Montreal & Boston Company
has been re-organmized and consolidated.
with the Brooklyn-Stemwinder, Raw-
sude, . Athelstan-Jackpot, Sunset and
Morrison ' ‘mines; thereby iuou.rinﬁ. 2
! large and steady supply of ore, which M

! will be Kmﬁbb‘,w to adjust as te make!body
to these experiments, as their

+ fs attael

of ore carrying |’

success will materially affect the future
of the Rossland camp. ;

“In the Slocan district the most im-
portant feature to be observed in con-
nectioh with mining was the effect that
the lead bounty would have in stimulat-
ing lead mining, and it must be admitted
t'lmt,. as far as’increasing actual pro-
duction .is concerned, the results have
not been so great as was anticipated.
There has been mn inereased amount of
development - going om, which seems
attributable to the ‘bounty,’ the effect
of which will be felt later.

“The utilization of the zinc-blende re-
covered as a bye-product in the concen-
tration of galena ores has had a great
effect on the prosperity of many of the
mines, ‘land, as the cleaner separation of
the zine concentrates has been accom-
plished, @« profitable market seems
assured for the product in the future.

“Nothing requiring special note has

occurred in the Nelson division this past
year, unless it be the sueccessful pros-
pecting done on Summit ereek, in the
eastern part of the division—mnoted in
the body of this report—and the open-
ing up and equipping of the May and
Jeunie, a large, low-grade gold property
in the westeru part of the division.
_ “The development in the ¥Ymir mine
has not been successful. ‘The Silver
‘King, operated under contract, did very
well on a small scale, and will be worked
uext year jointly by the company and
the contractor.

“The Hunter V., a new company, has
been most successful and has cleared
more than expeuses this first year.

“In the Hast Kootenay district there
are two or three companies installing
plants to work, by mechanical means,
placer ground in the immediate vicinity
of ground formerly worked by indi-
vidual miners. These enterprises have
not as yet progressed far enough to
nave obtained definite results. In this
district the effect of the ‘lead bounty’
has been most beneficial, and may be
said to le directly responsible for the
production of 21,000,000 pounds of lead
and 600,000 ouunces of silver, which
could not have been produced without
it, while the product for 1905 promises
to be at least 50 per cent. greater.

“The coal mines are the important
factors in the production of this district,
gnd are described elsewhere in the re-
port; thejr outpat has greatly increased,
and chiefly through the export of the
produets. = Prospecting hias developed
further coal fields in this section, farther
up the Elk River than the present mines,
the general situation being, as described
by one of ‘the spectors—‘There is
coal to burn in Hast Gootenay.’

“Ifh the Windermere district mining
has been very much at a standstill, as it
is there firmly believed that the Koot-
enny. Ce'ntg'al Railway will soon be built,
(and as this would revolutionize present
mining conditions, present work has been
largely confined to development.

“In the Atlin district there has been
a more than wusually. successful placer
mining season. The work has been con-
fined to the known field, chiefly in de-
veloping the ‘old channel,” and jpstalling
plants to take the place of individaal
workings. The district is fully deseribed
‘by the vinefal nriueralogist in the

v of this report.
“In the Liard division productive min-

o

high-grade properties |

 dous

——— P

ing has been practically dormant,
to the principal companies being fully
occupied in enlarging their plants, a seri-
onus undertaking in a district so devoid
of transportation facilities. !

%In the Skeena division, as anticipat-
ed last year, the settlément of the
Alaskan boundary has led to the active
development of several high-grade gold
properties, which have considerable
promise. No market has, as yet, ma-
terialized for the qu_lphur ores of the-
mines on tha i river, and these
properiies have lain idle.

“The coal fields of Queen Charlotte
Islands have been the subject of serioas
megotiations this past season, but, as far
as can be learned, no further develop-
ment of the properties has taken place,
and the drilling to prove the coal nearer
‘the centre of the field has not yet begun,

“On Princess Royal Island the Prin-
cess Royal group shipped 300 tons of
ore, running over $50 in gold to the tom,
'with a little silver and copper, and two
other companies are actively developing,
'with a prospect of shipping in the near
future.

“In the Telkwa valley the develop-
ment of whiat promises to be important
deposits of semi-anthracite coal has at-
tracted much attention, while in the
same section prospecting has disclosed
mineral properties from which some
exceptionally fine samples of copper ores
have been brought out.

“As this distriet is supposed to be on

owing | property. At Sidney Inlet the Prince

group has lain idle. The Indian Chiet
group shipped a small guamtity of ore,
but later was also idle,

__ “In the Mount ' Sicker district, on
Vancouver Island, the company
has had a successful year as fapr as
shipments is concerned, but bes experi-
enced a- cave in the Wing which re-
tarded operations, @nd has mot as yet
been successful in the search for ore
below: the 300-foot level.

“The adjoining property, the Richard
III., has been unable to find a further
ore lens than the one first struck.

“The Lenora has been the subject of
negotiations on the part of the receiver,
which are not yet completed. No work
thas been done at the mine.

“A. small copper property has been
opened up a few miles from Ladysmith
and is now shipping very fair ore. On
some four or five properties develop-
ment has been satisfactory, and it is
probable some of them awill ship this
coming year. d

“The Camp MecKinney ' mines have
stopped for an indefinite period, and at
Fairview the Stemwinder mined and
milled about 1,200 tons pf $4 to $5 gold

quartz. P
, “At Hedley City, in the Osoyoos divi-
sion, the Nickel Plate mine having com-
pleted its system of tramways and mill,
mined and treated about 10,000 tons of
ore, yielding values of from $12 to $15 a
ton, chiefly in gold. Other properties

the line of the approaching Grand Trunk
Pacific railway, it will, this coming sea-
son, be pretty thoroughly investigated
'thldprospeciors and those in search of

_“Om Texada Island, in the Nanajmo
district, the Marble Bay mine has been
continuously worked, and has made a
large output. The Van Anda mines
have been under bond to an English
syndicate, which has been seriously
hunting .for extensions of the old ore-
bodies, but with indifferent success, as
the syndicate is about to suspend opera-
tions and turn the properties over to the
original company. The iron mines have
not shipped or been worked this past
year,

copper properties on Howe Sound owned
by the Britannia Copper Syndicate.
hiave been equipped with a tramway and
accessories and a most extensive coscen-
trating plant, which is now approaching
completion, should be ready to operate
‘by the middle of the coming summer.
“On the West Coast of Vancouver
Island there are no new developments to
report. The copper properties at Yreka,
on Qu:atsmo' Sound, have lain idle. In
the same vicinity several new claims
have been developed, but are mot yet
producing; among these is a zinc blende

2—Middle bench in tunnel, 120 feet in....

5—From bench from Rat Hole, 50 feet in.

“In the New Westminster division, the |,

3—Bottom bench in tunnel seam in gulch..
4—Upper bench from Rat Hole.,....ccces 2,99
- 2.85 12.28

in the vicinity are being developed very
successfully, and will undoubtedly ship
as soon as a railway is built into the
( distriet. :
| “At Summit camp—near the summit
of the Hope mountains—in the western
part of the flimilkameen division, devel-
opment has been carried on on a number
of claims, with results which have at-
tracted much attention to the ¢amp
This coming season will probably bring
to two or thrce of these sufficient ‘ore in
sight’ to justify some means of trans-
portation beimg provided.

i “In the Nicola district continued de-
velopment is reported as having been
carried on on the mineral properties of
. the Aspen Grove camp and in the other
claims of the district. Ty
“The coal fields mear Nicola have, this
past year, received a great deal of at-
tention and prospecting, with the result
that the field has been found to extend
beyond the limits formerly supposed to
bound it. As yet the development is
superficial, buti the quality of the coal is
i even better than was expected. The
following analySes from the provincial
government assay office, from samples
brought in by Mr. Alex. Faulds—late
manager for the Wellington Colliery
Company—from one of the properties
examined by him, gives an idea of the
quality of the coal found:
Fixed Volatile

.

Moisture. Ash, Carbon. matter. Coking quality.
1—Upper bench in tunnel or coal gulch.., 4.5 9.8 ;5.5

30.7 Coke mot firm
538 3.6 .82 Firm coke
446 59 i Firm coke
o § 3 . Firm coke

A * Firm coke

Cﬁicago Unions
Fail to Agree

Strike Continues But Builders
Withdraw Support From
Struggle,

Management Taken Out of the
Hands of President
Shea,

Chicago, May 27.—The general exe-
cutive board of the teamsters’ union has
taken the management of the strike out

will be managed hereafter by the mem-
bers of the executive board. After as-
suming control of the strike, the execu-
tive board issmed @ statement, which
awith a few unimportant omissions is as
follows: ‘At the meeting of the genera.
executive board of the international
brotherhood of teamsters a general dis-
cussion of the present strike was held,
and it was decided unanimously to con-
tinue the strike along the same lines,
with frequent conferences between the
general executive board and the local
joint strike committee of the teamsters’
council in Chicago. d

“If at any time any change of policy
is decided upon it will be at once an-
nounced. We believe the strike should
be confined to Chicago and to as few
wmen in Chicago as is possible.

“The general executive board is hope-
Sul that peace will soon be established,
hat any peace must be on honorabla
terms so far as the strikers are concern-
ed. However, there is no intention on
the part of the executive board or the
joint strike committee to be arbitrary.

Unions Are Quarrelling.

While numerous small riots occurred
#oday, the leaders of the teamsters’ strike
and the officers of the building trades
were engaged in quarrels of their own.

The action of the building trades last
night in withdrawing from the teamsters
their financial and moral support anger-
‘ed the teamsters and the representative
building trades and demanded to know
what they 1ceant by “going back” on the
teamsters in the thickest of the fight.
It was made plain to the teamsters that
in the opinion of the building trades the
drivers had overstepped their jurisdic-
tiou in causing members of their union
to do constructive work. The particulax
cause of the complaint was that team-
sters employed in handling safes and
vaults had placed the safes in buildings.
This part of the work, the building
trades contend, belongs to the builders.

Several new efforts were made during
the day to settle the strike, but none sf
them ‘amounted to anvthing.

It is admitted by the labor leaders that
'a critical stage in the strike is at hand.

The attention of the strikers and em-
ployers was centered largely today
upon the effect of ‘the action of the
associated building trades, accounted
the strongest labor body in Chicago
and representing in its membership up-
wards of 18,000 union workmen. This
body, having withdrawn both moral
and financial support from the team-
sters’ cause, the first effect will be to
cut off nearly $1,000 a week from the
strjkers’ funds. The subsequent ef-
fect is problematical, many thinking it
means the first break in the struggle,
the beginning of the end. In any event
it seems to check the peril to the build-

which had become one of the great
problems of the strike. Further, this
withdrawal of the financial support is
particularly trying at a time when
finances are a serious problem. The
responsé to the request for contribu-
tions from the country at large has, it
is alleged, not been up to the expecta-
tions, and ‘'with a daily expense of $10,-
000, financial stringency may be the
rock on which the strike will be
wrecked.

AGRICULTURE.

Deputy Minister R-e_pt.srtu on Crop Pros-
ppa{to—Catﬂe Show at’ Calgary.

Mr. J. R. Anderson, of the department
of agriculture, has just returned from
an extended tour through the wupper
country, including the Kootenay and the
Boundary, where in company with - Mr.
James Murray, western superintendent
of the seed division of the Dominion
Department of Agriculture, meetings
were_held under the auspices of the var-
\armers’ Institutes of the interior.
According to Mr, Anderson, great inter-
est in fruit growing is being e‘[erywhere
manifested, and the deputy minister took
occasion specially to emphasize the im-

ance of starting aright and aiming at

high ideals, illustrating his subject by

of the hands of President Shea, and it

ing industry of the city, a situation |,

ples on the London market, equal to
$3.60 on the ground. He advised that
home-grown trees be planted in prefer-
ence to imported stock. The possibility
of obtaining provinecial nursery stock :s
increasing daily, said Mr. Anderson,
many nurseries having been started in all
parts of country. At Grand Forks Mr.
Martin Burrell has a good nursery which
will be capable of supplying the local
demanrd in that vicinity shortly. The
fruit grown both in West Kootenay and
in the Boundary is of exceptionally good
quality, the suitable areas in the former,
although eircumsecribed in comparison to
the extent of the .district, being much
greater than wae eriginally believed; in
the Boundary quite g large extent of
land is wwailable. A large ir-
rigation witch wa8 about com-
pleted which will  provide wa-
ter for most of the land adjacent. The
necessity of irrigation in Keotenay is
not so great, but water is awailable al-
most everywhere for the purpese. It
was ‘a source of gratification to the
speakers that the greatest interest was
manifested in the meetings.

Mr. Murray spoke on the importance

taining clean seed. It was shown that
most of the infestation by weeds arose
through carelessness in!this respeet, all
the really bad weeds having been intro-
duced. At one place Mr. Anderson re-
ports having found the Russian thistle.
a weed of the most noxious charzeter
and which has not been previously re-
ported in this province.

. Late frost had done considerable in-
jury to the cherry crop in the Okana-
gan and in some instances to the straw-
‘berries. ‘Water is very low in most of
the streams and since there is bpt little
snow in the mountains to augment the
su.pply of water it is feared that there
will be @ great dearth of that most es-
sential element in those parts where ir-
rigation is necessary. At Vancouver a
pest resembling the cigar case leaf roller
was discovered, which Dr. Fletcher pro-
nounces to be new to him. It occurs om
hawthorns, which it disfigures greatly.
v(‘-ropg throughout the country as a rale
promise well.

Calgary +was subsequently visited,
where @ meeting with Mr.. Hodson, the
Dominion live stock commissioner, the
Hon. John Dryden (late minister of agri-
culture of Ontario), and many other
prominent men from the East and Mani-
toba, was held and several matters of
importance to agricultural and live stock
industries were arranged. The show of
pure bred stock was exceedingly good;
some 500 head of cattle, mostly bulls,
were shown and subsequently ‘sold at
‘auction. The prizes realized, however,
were disappointing, the cause being the
lal:ge number of animals offered, the low
price.of beef, and the absence of many
of the largest buyers of former years.
Prices of Hereford bulls ranged from
$45 to $175; Aberdeen Ancus, $50 to
$70; Shorthorns, $30 to ‘8225, according
to age and breeding. It is to be regret-
ted that more of British Columbia’s
brgeders were not present as great bar-
gains in bulls were to be had.

A visit to the C. P. R. irrigation
works was made under the guidance of
Mr. Pearce, the engineer. ‘The work s
of a most stupendous character, apd is
calculated when completed to irrigate
several -hxmd;ed square miles of terri-
tory. Machinery of all descriptions,
steam dredgers, locomotives, twelve-horse
ows, which also load the waiting wag-
ons, and mnumberless other appliances,
| are in use in the cuttings.

The weather throughout the journey
was as a rule good and much needed
rain fell in most parts of the dry belt
for several days. A dust storm at Cal-
gary, a snowstorm in the Selkirks, and
snow on the line near Keefers were en-
ceuntered.

GRANBY IMPROVEMENTS.

One Hundred Thousand Dollars for a
New Shaft.

Phoenix, B. C,, May 27.—(Special.)—
The announcement was made today
that $100,000 will be spent at once in
sinking @ new three-compartment shaft
at the Granby mines. The shaft will
be sunk on the Victoria plain, a raise
being made from the 400-foot level to
the surface. The headworks are to be
equipped with a mammoth 'crusher
capable of handling 1,500 tons every ten
hours. The completion of this under-
taking places the Granby mines in a
position to output 4,000 to 5,000 tons
per day. An additional furnace, bring-
ing the capacity up to nine furnaces,
is8  contemplated at the company’s
Grand Forks smelter.

LINEVITCH’S REPORT.

Commander Notes Usual Small ARairs
of Dutposts.

St. Petersburg, May 27.—A despatch
from General Linevitch dated May 26,
says: “The Japanese on May 24 assum-
ed the offensive from Ehrdaman, in the

quoting the experience of the Oregon
growers, who last season obtained as
high as 24 shillings a case for chosen ap-

Wwest, towards Bankhegan. Our troops
ambushed a company .. of
wounding over 30 of them.”

of keeping the laud clean by care in ob-|:

Japamese, | companies
. Tutes of
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ISeason Opens
At Hazelton

An Interesting Budget of News,
From the Town on the
8keena River,

Bustle on Atrival of the First
Steumer With Many o538
Chechsakos.

From Our Own Cqrrespondent.

‘Hazelton, B. C., May 10.—The season
opened with the arrival of the H. B.
Co.’s steamer Mount Royal on April 26,
aaking a record both in earliness of sea-
son and number of passengers, sixty ¢dd.
This number taxed the accomumoualions
of the boat to the utmost but undcr the
efficient management of Capt. Jolinsoy
and his assistants all were provided for
In a manner that left nothing to Le de-
sired.

The Telqua quartz mines was the at-
draction of the majority, among whom
‘were Wm. Hunter, H. Howson and Wm.
McCulloch, all having Jocated valuahie
holdings last season. Mr. Ilarry Tay-
lor Taylor of Salt Lake, a gquartz expert
went in from here with the Hunter par-
ty. Mr. T. E. Jefferson of Butte, rep-
resenting Heinze interests, is on  the
ground, also"R. W. Rodda of Seattle,
who represents a Seattle ore syndicate.
A number of others’ were headed for
the rich farming land of the Balkiey
valley. Jos. and Vietor Spencer of the
Speuncer company, owners of the town-
site of Aldermere, and a large tract of
grazing land adjoining, taking in a com-
plete outfit, and have a drove of cattle
and a number of horses coming in by
the Telegraph trail from Quesnel.

Rt. Rey. Du Varnet, Bishop of Cale-
donia, held service in St. Peter's Epis-
copal church on the 28th, and in the
evening confirmed a number of the In-
dian adherents of the mission.

Capt. John Irving of Victoria made a
flying visit to town, spying out the land,
rumor has it, in the interests of parties
who intend putting a steamer on the
‘Skeena in the near future.

Mr. Webster of Ottawa and Mr. Pool
left a few days ago to éxamine the coal
lands in the 'i‘elqua valley.

Mr. E. G. Russell of the Grand Trunk
Pacific has also left for the interior.

The furniture and fittings of the Om-
ineca hotel, C. Barrett & ., came in
on the first trip of the Mount Royal, and
were installed the same day by the en-
ergetic manager, Fleming, who
drew @ full house on the first deal.

A meeting held in the Omineca hotel
on the 9th inst., R. E. Loring in the
chair, J. /0. Boyce, secretary, elected E.
E. Stevenson to represent the patrons
of the hospital on the board of directors.
The full board, consisting of Dr.
Wrinch, the matron, Miss Bone, R. I
Loring, for the Indian department, anl
a member yet to be appointed by the
provincial government.

The following evening a meeting was
held in the same place, Rev. Mr. Field
in the chair, J. C .Boyce secretary. to
elect temporary séhool trustees in view
of getting an assisted school for Hazel-
ton. Messrs. Stevenson, R. 8. Sargent
and E. E. Charleson were chosen, and
Secretary Stevenson will report Imme-
diately to the education departmént.

The “chechaco” is struck on visiting
the local stores by the large and K com-
plete assortment of staple goods carried,
and still more so on learning the prices
quoted by R. 8. Sargent & Co., Cunning-
ham & Son, and the Hudson’s Bay Co.,
where purchases are taken in hand di-
mectly by the packers, doing away with
the troubles and costs of shipping and
itransferring that attend outfits from the
Coast cities. :

Packers’ rates to the Bulkley valley
at present are 3c per lb. The trail is in
wretched condition, and now is an excel
lent time for the government to get it it
m condition for the heavy traffic it will
have to bear this summer,

0— A
WEST COAST MINES. -

Renewal of Activity on Copper Proper-

ties—Quatsino Iron Deposits.

Mining at Alberni and other points
on the West Ceast is active, and there
ic a good prospect that one or two
copper properties will become shippers
in the near future. This is certain to
be the case at the Gladys group of
mines on the southeast side of the Al-
berni canal, opposite the Monitor mine.
This property is being operated by
Messrs. Clarke and Lea of this city, on
behalf of American capital. The mine
is well situated for shipping purposes,
the face of the tunnel now being run
being but four hundred feet from the
water, to which point the ore will be
sent by a gravity tramway. Advices
received from the mine foreman, Andy
Forrest, by the Queen City yesterday,
state that there is already fifty tons of
first-class ore on the dump, although
the camp was only established at the
mines on the 9th of the present month.
This would represent but a short per-
iod of actual work on the ore, and it
will be possible to ship 250 tons of ore
in the course of six weeks time. The
ledge on the claim now being worked is
nearly twenty feet in width, and has
been uncovered continuously up the hill
for 750 feet. The first-class ore aver-
ages high in copper value, with some
gold and silver, and will return at least
$15 per ton net profit after paying all
charges. Six miners are now at work
-on- the Gladys, which staff will be in-
creased as soon as it is possible to
work them. Mr. N. 8. Clarke will go
down on the Queen City on the 1st of
June for the purpose of arranging for
the building of a tramway and bunk-
ers.

Work on the'new tunnel at the
Happy John mines, which adjoin the
Monitor on the northwest side, is also
progressing well, the tunnel being all
in ore.
nel will develop a very large body of
ore.

At the Southern Cross, on Uchuck-
lesit harbor, a gang of miners is en-
gaged in opening up this property,
which is owned by J. D. Conway, of
Ladysmith, and several others.

On Deer creek, Clayoquot, Messrs.
Thompson and Ward are opening up
the Hattie Green copper claim, the ore
from which is of a very high grade. It
is expected that a trial shipment will
shortly be made from this property.
Mr. W. Price, of Seattle, is now on
Quatsino sound opening up the hema-
tite iron claims recently purchased by
Messrs. Piddock and Moore, of Seattle.
It is said that an iron plant ‘will in the
near future be established at some
point on the sound by these parties,
probably on Rupert arm. 3

It "is reported that operations will
shortly begin on the June group of
copper claims, situated about six miles
from the southeast arm of Quatsino
sound, opposite the ¥reka copper
mines. * An extensive body of ore has
been uncovered on this group.

« ——

CUT IN INSURANCE.

Material Reduction Made by Terminal
City Board.

Vancouver, May 27.—(Special.)—A
big reduction in fire insurance rates
took place today, amounting to 25 per
cent. on brick blocks and 15 per cent.
on wooden buildings. The reduction ap-
Dlies to business huildings only, but it
iz sald that the rate ‘will soon be
reduced on dwellings, Agents were
notified today that insurance hereafter
could be written at the reduced rate.
The hands of the board of underwriters,
it is said, were forced owing to outside
under the

the line companies.

It is expected that this tun--
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