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(From Wednesday's Daily Edition),

Blizzard in_-
-~ Lynn Canal

Seattle Lost Her Propeller and
Had Narrow Esgcape From
Destruction,

Little Steamer Townsend Driven

on Sand 8Spit Near Hailnes
Mission.

“Tees Now Safely Home Reports

an All-Day Fight Against
the Tempest.

The fleet of overdue.northern steamers
were all heard from yesterday, and with
one exception, the little steamer Town-
gendl, they ‘are all safe. The Townsend
was wrecked in one of " those awtul
blizzards which has ‘made mariners wary
of Lynn canal. The City of Seattle came
within an ace of being driven ashore in
the same storm, after losing her propel-

City of Seattle, and :
from the davits over the water. The
ships come so close together side by side
that small boat was crushed, and the
man had to climb a davit rope like a
squirrel to escape.

“The two ships dauce? for a while head
on against one another like two goats and
each ship was injured some, the Seattle
suffering, her eaptain told me, injury to a
plate. The Cottage City was injured on-
ly a little on the upper woodwork,
“After the purting of the first line the
Cottage City made a desperate attempt to
come up to us again and finally succeed-
ed. The Seattle was enabled after great

ort to put up sail and stand away from
the reck untii the second line was given
‘us. Hopes of being saved from the rocks
were almost gone when the last and suc-
cessful effort was made. The Cottage

] S:‘t‘y had circled around us three or four

es.

“The arrival of the Cottage City in
sight was a great sarprise, and she look-
ed as big and majestic as a great city. At
times we could not see her as she towed |
us going to Juneau, the waves were 8o
high.
*On the way biack from Juneau the
Cottage City encountered a stiffer and
more furious .gale than the Seattle felt,
and had to patrol for hours back .and
forth on a short stretch of water. The
ship rolled and labored hard, and dishes
went flying in all parts of the' dining
room. The men on the bridge were wet
\wvith' spray.”

ler, being saved by the timely arrival of} " The passengers on the Seattle made up

the Cottage Oity, while the latter ves-
sel and the Tees;, which arrived yester
day passed through experiences which
none but the staunchest ~vessels could
survive. The Cottage City arrived at
Seattle in the morning; having ng.en
Vietoria the go-by, the Tees reaching this,
her home port, last evening.

All agree that the storm was one of
the worst that has been experienced
sinoe the development of the northern
goldfields has wmade it necessary for
steamers to pass up the Lynn canal during

the winter months. The Seattle left Skag- |1

way on Saturday, the 13th, and thirty
miles out lost her propeller, the storm at
the time being furious. Aner'h_ours of
drifting at the mercy of the driving and
snow-laden winds she barely passed
Bridget point, and brought up at anchor
at a perilous plaee just beyond the point
and within 20 to 50 feet of a reef, over
which the waters were angrily bréaking.
Pilot “Laughing” Johnson and four of
the erew put off in the midst of the
storm and with heroic fortitude rowed to
Juneau, and brought the Cottage City to
the relief. The disabled steamer was
towed fo Junenu. ?

The Cottage City and City of §eattle
knocked their bows together while the
former was passing a line to the latter,
and it is understood one of the plates in
the Seattle’s steel hull was sprung or
slightly punctured or ot}\erwxse damaged
a little. The Cottage City suffered noth-
ing more than a slight splintering of
some of her upper.works.

From the statements made by the crew
of the Cottage City and others who have
watehed the case with interest, a fat sals
vage fee will be expected by the Pacifie
Coast Steamship company, owners of the
Cottage City, from the Washmgton &
Alaska Steamship company, owner thq
Qity. of Beattle. What the fee W 1 ap-
proximate cannot be stated by anyone,
but will be brought out, unless the matter
be compromised, in the admiralty. court.

The Seattle first ran into the blinding
snowstorm this side of Haines’ Mission
and was compelled to lie to for sevgz_al
bours. - She made a fresh start at six in

..the  morni and’ ten minutes later lost
msShe drifted wuntil ten, when| pea

her wheel.
three anchors were dropped at Bridget
Point. X 2

A boat in charge of Pilot Johnson was
then dispatched to' Juneau with hope of
getting aid, After fourteen hours of
hard work during which but one stop
was made ashore, and that to build a
fire and get warm, the relief boat reach-
ed Juneau, and got the Cottage City to
go to the rescue. One: of the officers of
the Cottage City says: :
““It was blowing a heavy gale and the
snow was thick when we approached the
Seattle. We were two hours getting the
first line to the ship, and ,then when we
started to pull away the line parted.

‘“T'he City of Seattle, when we gave
her the first line, was hanging by her port
anchor alone, the starboard and kedge
anchors having been carried away. When
we attempted to pull her out the port an-
chor was cut away, and that left her
without an anchor to cast in the emergen-
cy. 8he began to drift back on the reef,
and they put up a sail and stood her off
the shore. She was then 200 to 300
yards off shore, and we had to make a
number of other difficult attempts to i.&
proach and give her a secend line, whi
she took and held to until we towed her
to Juneau, arriving there at 9 a.m. Sun-
day. The Seattle’s chain would probably
not bave held three hours longer.

“We left Juneau for the run to Skag-
way at 6 a.m.” Monday, and were thirty-
one hours in a blinding snowstorm and
terrific wind. ‘

“Had it not been that we were twenty-
four hours ahead of time on arriving at
Juneau, there would have been no steam-
¢r for the crew to enguge, and the Seattle
would not have been saved, and the lives

a_purse jof $51 for Pilot Johnson and his
four men. . testimonial was signed by
passengers in appreciation of the
work of the Seattle’s crew.

TOWNSEND’S LOSS.

It was on Tuesday of last week that the
Townsend met her fate,  She started from
Skagway for Haines Mission with 12 pas-
sengers, and was at the mercy of the
storm most of the time. The breaking of
a steam pipe drove the engineeers and fire-
men out of their departments, and the lit-
tle -vessel becoming unmanageable, was
driven high and dry on a sand spit near
Haines Mission. The passengers were gafe-
{1 landed and made their way to Halnes
through the storm, many of them suffer-
ng from frost bites.

TEE’'S EXPERIENCE,

There are few vessels on the Pacific
Coast which could pass through the experi-
ence which fell tq the steamer Tees, which
reached port last evening, and come out as
she did, unscathed. The
wo weeeks ago to-day, and one the follow-
ing Tuesday entered Lynn Canal, although
she had  experienced bad weather from
Wrangel Narrows north. In Lynn Canal a
terrible blizzard was blowing and Captain
Gosse decided to nd the night in William
Henry Bay, 45 miles from Skagway. The
gtlomll ln%A;eued during ::he rilg!at m}d was
owing big guns, carrying clouds of snow
with it when daylight broke in the morn-
ing. At 8:30, finding that the anchors were
dra, , and that there was danger of
the “Bteamer being driven on the rocks,
Captain Gosse rang to the engineer for full
steam ahead, and - hoisting his anchors
started in the teeth of the stormr. It wasa
‘hard fight, lasting all day, but the brave
little steamer won out and landed -her pas-
sengers safely at Skagway, During the trip
Captain Gosse and Pllot Steele, who were
on -the brid; all day, uld not discern
the shores of Lynn canal, so thick was the
spow falling, or, rather, being driven, as
a biting wind was blowing down the canal.
The officers Tubbed each others faces in
snow to keep them from being frozen.
‘When the schooner reached Skagway she
was one mass of ice, and despite the pre-
cauntions taken, both the officers had been
frostbitten. Speaking of ‘the Tees the
Skagway Budget said: ‘‘The Tees proved
be one of the staunchest and

most seawortiy boats on the Sound-Alaska

| run, and Captain Gosse proved himself to

be the right man in the right place, and'a

navigator of far beyond average ability.
endun and co ’’ The Alask: H

’ sald:
;‘C_agt, osse, of t! vessel, and
Capt. Steeele, the first o
' proved .theniselves heroes in. . pursu

ce. Both were on the bridge the entk
day. and so blinding was the storm
| could not see the shores of the narrow
nel save at two places. apt. C face
was frozen around the jaws, He and the
pilot ‘rabbed snow in one another's faces
while they stood at duty on the bridge.
The lives of thirty passengers besides those
of the crew were their care, and they
were regonslble for the ship and her car-
go_of 130 tons.”
" The passengers presented OCapt. Gosse
:Jm # purse accompanied by the following

Skagway, an. 17, 1900.

Dear Captain Gosse:—We, the undersign-
passengers of the steamship Tees from
Victoria and Vancouver to Skagway, desire
to express our satisfaction to you for the
manner in which you and your officers
brought the steamship Teées safely into
the port of Skagway., There is not. th
slightest ‘doubt to those of us who have al-
ready made numerous runs north that the
dangers and difficulties were great, as the
weather was about as bad as it was possible
to be. ou’ will, by accepting the small
‘purse herewith tendered. in some measure
enable us to vent our feelings on the mat-
ter and show our esteem, but it will in no
way remove the obligation. to yon for the
safety of our lives and goods. Wishing you
prosperity, and hoping you will be none the
worse- for your prolonged exposure on the
bridge, we beg to remain, ete.

‘When the Tees left Skagway the trail
was In bad condition and there had been no.
late trains from Bennett, where it was said
theré were a large number of people wait-
ing to come te.the coast. There were but
five passengers on the Tees. Messrs, B, M.
Lakin, ' A. H. Fife. A. G. Bago and O. J.
Latrd and wife. Mr, Laird is chief inspec-
tor of the. United States customs at Mary
Island, Alaska, \

On the morning of January - 17th . the
Brannick Hotel, at Skagwav, and a paint
shop adjoining. were burned down, entail-
ing a loss of $11, Although the wires
were working to Dawson. nothing further
was heard of the fire reported bv arrivals
| on the Farallon to have taken place in that

-

T
n

of her erew - ‘would have been worth/ eit;

but little for me to speculate on. Not
another steamer on this run has the
weight and other qualifications that were

required to rescue the Seattle under such
conditions.”

Purser Ourtis of the Cottage City says:|*

“City of Sea
the roeks and had she struck all aboard
e h‘mm 2 . 'v‘{gth' shore
was no opportunity for getting = ashore.
She could not have held a half day longer
at amchor.” :

F. M. Woodruff, of the Northern com-
merecial company, who started south on
the Seattle, said: y

“I was still up and in the after cabin
when the ship lost her wheel, I thought
at the time that the ship, had struck a
rock, and I somewhat ieve so yet.

‘beneath me and then ome astern, and I
thought ‘the ship had struck something
forward, gilded mostly over it and then
hit something with her heels. However,
it may have been merely jarry of the ma-
chinery. It wae the impression of all
the passengers she had struck a rock.
‘The ship had been patrolling back and
forth in the canal for fear of the storm
some time before she struck,

“After drifting some distance, she pass-
ed the point and swung into the little
cove, the anchors catching on' the point
as she went around. There was a reef
only 50 or 60 feet back-of us. The shore
was so ragged. and the wave were run-
ning so high and bursting in su¢h spray
that we counld not have landed there.
Above the immediate shore wwvere ‘perpen-
dicular rocks. . Had we been forced to
take to the boats we ‘eould have done
nothing but -put to sesa: ot followed down
the cost looking for a sheltered cove. We
thad ‘out three:snchers. - e

“Bix attempts were made- before the

& I

ttle was ‘only 20 feet from|
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SHELL THROUGH WAR BALLOON

Boers Make One S-h:t- of Hundreds Tell,
but. Little Damage Results.

The following is :from a Ladysmith
letter of November 2: ¢ “otna

the day’s operations—I am still
 writing of Kriday—our war balloon was
%it"‘by .one of the.enemy’s shells. The
- ‘had expended a deal of ammuni-

tion upon it, never neglecting to'take a
ﬁgtn shm ivhgn they got. it on the sky line
' of the hill behind the: hollow from which
it. was sent up. Now they had their
heatrs” desire. '~ Lieut.-Col.- 8ir Henry

I 7l arters staff, was
- “heard a noise forward and then a jar BRawiinson, of the headqn

aloft making a reconnoissance when a
‘shrapnel ghell went elean through the bal-
loon and bufst some distance beyond.
Had it exploded whilst traversing the gas
'bag it would have been good-bye for ever;
as it was the balloon sank to the earth
without any exhibition of undue haste.
The next time it ascended a black patch
showed where the damage occurred, and
that was all.

the assistance we are deriving from this
new implement of modern warfare. Our
regular and volunteer cavalry is spared
an immense amount of scouting; men an
horses are able to spend hours in the
shelter of cool ravines where, under or-
dinary conditions they would have to }:e
out ‘and about watching the /enemy’s
movements,

A Physiclan is hot alwlyi at Gand. Guard
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SHSWnIgan’s e
| New Hotel.

A Palatial Suininer Resort Struc-
ture to Be Provided for the
¢ Coming Season.

' The Pretty Lake Retreat to Be
Made Very Attractive
for Visitors,

‘When the merry month of May, with its
new-born flowers, balmy breezes and sweet
bird-choruses shall have rolled - around,
there will have been erected on the shores
of charming Shawnigan Lake, as a monu-
ment to Victoria enterprise, a magnificent
hotel and summer resort for the pleasure
of residents of this city and al] visitoirs.

The newly formed Shawnigan Lake Ho-
tel Company is to be the benefactor in this

"} instance, and work on the new buildings,

which are destined to make Shawnigan
Lake famous as a pleasure resort among
Pacific Coast attractions I3 to commence
at once.

A Colonist reporter yesterday had -an op-
boriunity of inspecting the plans of the
new ‘notel and outbuildings prepared by
Architect 8. Maclure for the Shawnigan
Lake Hotel Company. The plans for the
hotel. building proper show a spacious
‘structure of more than ordinary beauty, it
being an adaptation of the Swiss style of
architecture, with spacious apartments on
every floor, the exterior being encircled
with broad verandahs, affording”delightful
strolling area for pleasure seekers,

The site of the new hotel and reereation
grounds is most picturesque, the locality
chosen being just south of the little sta-
tion of Gilesville. The view from here is
a grand one, and the splendid fishing
grounds for which Shawnigan Lake is fa-
mous are close at hand.

On the basement floor of the main hotel
bullding, which is shightly below the level
of the railway track, will be located large
billiard and bar rooms, kitchen and ser-
vants apartments., Access is given from
the billlard and bar rooms to the broad
verandah which runs the whole length of
the building fronting on the lake.

The ground floor proper econtains the
main dining room, private dining and tea
roms, smoking den and office apartments.

The main sleeping apartments will be lo-
cated on the first floor, containing I3 bed
rooms and lavatories, This floor is reach-
ed by a grand staircase, beautiful in model
and finish. The second floor will contain
seven additional bed rooms and there will
be other accommodation in the spacious at-
tic which is provided for in the plans.

The building is to be constructed of wood,
entirely covered with shingles of an orna-
mental design. The ‘foundation for the
basement is to be of brick and stone. The
finishing of the two lower floors is t be in
native woods with panel ceilings. The two
upper floors will be plastered. All the
floors are to be stained and waxed, A
spacious ball room is one of the features
of the handsome structure, -

On the waterfront, adjoining the hotel,
will be erected a large boat house, the
foundation of which will be piles driven
into the lake.

One of the new improvements in con-

nection with the plans of the Shawnigan
Lake Hotel Company. is the erection of a
bridge ‘connecting the hotel grounds with
‘the peninsula opposite, where a site is now
being cleared by a gang of men under Con:
tractor Snider for spacious pleasure and
picnie grounds,
; 1 to be erected were
degigned by Architect 8. Maclure, and it
is estimated that the work will cost in the
neighborhood of $30,000.

The contraet for the hotel and outbuild-
ings will be awarded this afternon at 4
o’clock.

THE LOCAL NEWS.

The Tyee Mine.~~The development com-
pany having completed their work and
opened up a large body of ore, the Tyee
mine at Mount Sicker has shut down
until the new company, which Mr. Liv-
ingstone is forming in England, takes
control. i

- The Last Rités.—There were many
| friends in attendance and a profusion of
.pretty floral offerings at the funeral of
the late W. J. Turpel yesterday after-
noon, which took place from the residence
of deceased’s parents, King’s road. Rev.
Dr. Campbell officiated both at the house
and the grave and the following acted as
pall-bearers: H. Langley, J. Holland, J.
Gilchrist, A. Monteith, H. Rudge and F.
D. McDougall. * N

A Correction.—In the report of - the
school board meeting yesterday morning,
Prustee McCandless was credited with
voting to discriminate against the lady
teachers in the matter of salaries. Such
48 not the case. ~'What Trustee Mec-
Candless did say was that while
believed male teachers were preferable
as prineipals in mixed schools, yet ladies
doing the same work should be paid

accordingly.

New Police Commissioners.—The Pro-
vineial Gazette, to be published to-mor-
row, will contain among its other netices,
it is understood, the appointment of a
new board of police commissionegs for the
city of Vietoria im succession to Messrs.
Redfern, Brydon and McMicking, who
vacated office with the mayor and board
of aldermen for 1890. It is-learned, un-
officially, that the new board will consist
of  His Worship the Mayor, ex-officio,
and Messrs, John Pferecy and Alderman
Alex. Stewart. Vs S G

Cowichan Agricnltural Society —This
prosperous society has decided to wvary its
programme this year by holding a mid-
summer show on Dominion Day, or rath-
er, on Monday, July 2. The show will
embrace horticulmre\products, poultry
and dogs, and a very attractive and com-
prehensive prize list has been prepared.
The new- bicyele track at™ the ~“Show
grounds will be in eplendid order, and a
series of races and athletic sports will
be given. This long motice is given, in
order that other organizations arranging
for summer events may not conflict with
the date.
co-operate,

Frisco’s Coal Famine.—The San Fran-
cisco ‘Chronicle thus alludes to the coal
famine prevailing in the Bay City; “Now
the Dunsmuir coal people are short on

a|coal and a famine prevails in the vicinity.

A big card displayed on the office win-
dow reads:: ‘No coal supplied to the
trade.’ ‘The ‘trade’ is represented by a
double line of coal carts that extends
from in front of the office on Bast street,
between Folsom and Harrison, complete-
1y around the block. The drays are of all
&izes,from ordinary expresg wagons to big
four-horse wagons, and they are drawn
up in regular order;.with:policemen . to
watch them, In' nearly every case the

| eom

The Victoria Kennel Club will|
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away. . ‘The steamer Wellington is: ex-
pected to arrive to-day from Nanaimo
with ‘enough coal to relieve the famine.
There will be a big rush for it when it
is put out.”

The collector of ecustoms  at Port
Townsend has been instructed to mnotify
all concerned, owners and agents of ves-
sels running to- foreign ports, that the
quarantine rules will be strictly observed
in the future—that is, that all vessels
ing from foreign ports must have
proper bills of health, or suffer the ex-
treme penalty of the law—a fine of
$5,000. In the past the penalty has
usually been imposed, but nearly always
remitted. In the future no such leni-
ency will be observed.

[E———, -
IT IS A MISTAKE

To suppose that the kidneys alone are
rerponsible for all the weak, lame, aching
backs. Backache as well ag pain under the
eft shoulder blade frequently comes from
the liver or complications of the liver and
kidneys whieh can only be cured by .using
the great double treatment—Dr. Chase's
Kidney-Liver Pills. One pil a dose, 25
cents a box.

D e am——

QUIET IN JOHANNESBURG.

From the London Times.
We have received from Laffan’s

Agency the following despatch, received
from its correspondent in Pretoria, who
gives, under date of December 19, some

.interesting details as to the situation in

Johannesburg:

Since my arrival here I have paid a
vigit to Johannesburg. As I drove
through its silent streets I passed by
hundreds of beautiful homes, very few
of which are now occupied. The dust-
covered steps and neglected lawns gave
a forlorn look to this strange city.
Gaunt dogs, dirty, neglected and half-
starved, but nearly all well bred, eyed
one wistfully and seemed to look dis-
consolate at not recognizing the familiar
face of their master. The authorities
are rapidly killing the poor brutes off
out of sheer merey. I visited the de-
serted hospital, which, with room for
400, had then only a dozen patients.
But its long lines of beds will be filled
very shortly, and then its little medical
and nursing staff will be ill able to cope
with the work. Perfect law and order
reign in the town. - There are no fires,
no robberies, and no wilful damage to
property. HKven the small boy neglects
the handy stone and respects the win-
dows of the empty houses. The burgo-
master told me that he estimated the
number of white people in the town at
20,000, while there are 10,000 Kaffirs in
the mines. Of the whole population,
13,000 are being fed or ratiohed by the
government. They are generally poor
people, the wives and children of men at
the front. The banks were compelled
to remain open, and many of the stores
opened for certain hours daily. Despite
the quiet, the chief hotels remained open,
and cabs and rickshaws still plied for
hire. The morning markets were. sup-
plied with an abundance of food, which
was sold at any price. Large numbers
of Polish Jews were hanging about the
poorer quarter of the .town, looking in
vain for Christian customers.

But the mines were the most interest-
ing feature of Johannesburg. Eight
mines were being worked by government
orders, five of them under the. direct
control of government officials. =~ These
eight are the Village Main Reef, and
the Wemmer, Ferreira, Robinson, Bon-
anza, Rose Deep, Pioneer and Worces-
ter companies. The gold output for
September was 426,556 ounces. . This
was from 66 Rand companies and eight
companies outside. The output for Oc-
tober was about 18,000 ounces, during
the period subsequent to the declaration
of war. wda
“The state mining engineer, Mr. J. H.
Munnik, has made his headquarters at
the Robinson, and is doing remarkably
well. His running expenses are actu-
ally less per ton than under the former
arrangement. He has jopened the Rob-
inson Foundry, and is able to do not
only the mining work, but contribute
largely to the supplies for the army de-
partment, When the miines were first
taken over it was found that many im-
portant parts of the machinery had been
damaged or Lidden, but these difficulties
were overcome. There are now 10,000
natives and 4,000 whites employed in
the mines, and other mines are being
opened as fast as men can be organized.
Mine managers and others seem to
have been under the impression that the
stoppage would be only a matter of
weeks, and no attempt appears to have
been made to make arrangements for
the care of the machinery or the under-
ground workings.

Immense quantities of valuable prop-
erty has been secreted in the mines,
personal effects, provisions, pianos, bug-
gies, paintings and the like. Many such
things were only discovered just in time
when the water had reached to within a
few feet of them. There were also dis-
covered quantities of arms and ammuni-
tion, and the government claim to have
made many important discoverfes' that
will be of- use to them in due ecourse.
Although the books of many companies
were removed prior to the outbreak of
war to Capetown and Durban, an enor-
mous quantity of documents has been
overhauled by : government-appointed
experts, who are now preparing a report
which is “to create the greatest sensa-
tion of modern times.” A large num-
ber of mines are filling with water,
owing to pumping being stopped. As
the rainy season is now on, water is
making at a/great rate, and ‘in a short
time the pumps will be drowned out and
much. damage done. - The minister of
mines has been holding interviews with
the representatives of the companies as
to -abating pumping. number of
mines declare that French and German
shareholders control the “majority of
the stock, and that they should there-
fore be permitted to pump. The govern-
ment are not in favor of having many
foreigners in the country, and all the
burghers are required to meet the Eng-
lish. The problem is a difficult one.
Apart from the labor problem itself, it
is debated as to whether the labor that
might possibly be devoted to pumping
might not be more profitably employed
in growing food, inasmuch as it is con-
sidered that there is abundance of money
in hand, both here and in' Euarope, for
all necessary purposes.
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A lazy liver may be only a tired liver, or
a starved lver. A stick is all right for
the back of a lazy man. But it would be
a savage as well as a stupid thing to beat

weary mn or a starving man because he
lagged in his work. So in treating the lag-
ging ‘Hver it is a great mistake to lash it
with drastic drugs. In ninety-nine cases,
out of a hundred a torpid or sluggish liver
is but a symptom of an lll-nourished body,
whose organs ares weary with overwork.
Let your liver alone. Start with the
scomach and'its allled organs of digestion
and nutrition. Put them in proper working
order, and see how quickly your liver will
hecome active and energetic. Dr, Pierce’s
Golden Medical Discovery has made many
marvellons cures of “Iiver. trouble” by its
wonderful control of the organs of diges-
tion and nutrition, It restores the normal
activity of the stomach, increases the se-
cretions of the blood making giands, clean-
ces the system from. poisonous -accumulsa-
tions, and so relieves the liver<of the bur-
‘dens imposed ‘upon it by the/’defection of-
other organs.

-

v (From '.l‘hnnday'chny Edition).
Tramway Act
And 6ame Law

Principal Topics of Discussion
at Short Session of the
Legislature.

House May Pronounce on Dis-
allowance.-Hunters’ Licenses
a Delusion.

Just one hour and twenty minutes was
the -duration of the legislature’s sitting
yesterday, virtually all measures on the
orders that are calculated to provoke de-
bate—and more particularly the govern-
ment’s Coal Mines Rexulatiqn bill—being
unceremoniously  “stood over.”  Mr.
Helmcken did re-introduce the disallowed
Tramway Incorporation Act of 1898, ex-
actly as. it left the provincial legislature
and met its fate at the hands of the Do-
minion—disclaiming, however, any inten-
tion of flying in the face of the authori-
ties, and urging the importance of the
legislation (which is primarily to permit
mining companies to make proﬁtqble con-
nections with near railways), irrespec-
tive of the = anti-Asiatic clause . upon
which it was denied the federal sanc-
tion. ‘'The Chinese-Japanese clause Mr.
Helmcken declared to have been again
brought forward so that its disallowance
might be properly debate.d by its authors,
and also so that the bill might appear
exactly as it had previously passed. Con-
sideration of the principle of the bill was
adjourned on the motion of the Premier.

The business of the “shortest day this
sesgion” included the passage of several
minor government measures through

tion of the bills amending the Bills of
Sale Act, Liquor Licenses Act, Com-
panies Act,
Act.

Rossland) protesting against the. repeal

patriotie petition from ‘thirty picked men

W .C. Forrester, who ask to be sent to
South Africa with British Columbia’s
mounted contingent, to share in Britain’s
wedded dangers and glories.

Captain Forrester describes his com-
pany as “every one fair riders, crack
shots and thoroughly used to the hills”;
while the ages of the individual volun-
teers are found to vary from twenty

COlark, of the Ymir Miner,) to B.years.
The average of height is 5 feet 9 inches,
and of chest measurement 39.2 inches;
the giant of the company is L. A. Bailey,
who stands 6 feet, 3% inches, weighs 240
pounds, and has a chest measurement of
43% inches. :
Strange as it may seem, Premier Sem-
line has even yet received no formal ac-
ceptance from Ottawa of the prowincial
offer, although it was to be read between
the lines of Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s -last
communication laid before the house that
the British  Columbia mounted scouts
would be gladly taken as soon as the
transportation problem could be solved.

J PETITIONS.
The house being opened with prayer by

sented by the following:

Hon. Mr. Hume:
miners and business men of Nelson and
vicinity, praying that the (so-called)
eight-hour law be retained and enforced
in its entirety.

Mr. Clifford: From H. G. Tilton, D. E.
Campbell and others, asking for the in-
corporation of the Imperial Pacific rail-
way company.

PRIVATE BILLS REPORTED.

In the second report from the private
bills committee (Mr. Green, chairman),
the preambles were stated to have been
proved and the rules complied with in the
petitions of the East Kootenay Tele-
phone Company, Vancouver and Laulu
Island railway company, Vancouver &
Western railway company, North Koote-
nay Water & Power Company, Rock Bay
& Salmon River railway company, Che-
mainus & North Western railway com-
pany, and Kitimaat-Caledonian Com-
pany.

A third report from the same commit-
tee recommended that the time limited
for the reception of private bills be ex-
tended foc ten. days from the 25th of
January instant,

This recommendation was adopted by
the house,

NEW GOVERNMENT MEASURES,

The following ministerial bills were in-
iroduced, received a first reading, and
were ordered to be read a second time at
the next sitting of the house:

To amend the Bills of Sale Act—At-
torney-General. 2

To amend the Liquor Licenses Regula-
tion Act—Attorney-General;

To amend the Companies’ Act Amend-
ment Act—Attorney-General;

To amend the Department of Mines
Act—Minister of Mines. 3

PRIVATE BILLS PRESENTED.

Private bills were alse introduced, read
a first time, and referred to the respec-
tive committees interested, as follows:

To incorporate and empower the Rock
Bay & Salmon River Railway Com-
pany—Mr. Tisdall;

Vancouver & Lulu Island Railway
Company—Mr, Helmcken;

Vancouver & New Western Railway
Company—Mr. Helmeken;

Chemainus & North Western Railway
Company—Mr. Helmcken; i

Kitimaat-Caledonia Company, Limited,
—Mr. Clifford; .

Crows’ Nest Pass Electrie Light &
Power Company—Cel. Baker;

East Kootenay "Telephone
Limited,—Mr. Wells; ¢

North Kootenay Water, Power & Light
Company, Limited,—Mr. Kellie.

RETURNS PRESENTED.

Hon. ‘Mr. Semlin presented the follow-
ing returns:

A statement of commons established,
showing the revenne collected thereon for
the fiscal year ended 30th June last;

A statement of the hames and places of
residence of collectors of révenue paid by
commission, the rate of commission al-
lowed, and the date of the authority
therefor;

A statement of bonds deposited in the
Provincial Secretary’s office by civil of-
ficers of the province for the due perform-
ance of their duties under the Civil Ser-
vants’ Aect, i

A QUESTION ANSWERED.

Mr. Helmcken asked the Premier: “1.
t what date was the communiecation re-
érred to in'the repert of the Minister of
| Justice (contained in the refurn relating

Company,

to the acts passed by the legislature dur-

their second readings, and the introduc-!

i titions re pre-;
Bev, J. ¥, Vicher, gty Lt | the senior member for Esquimalt,

ing the session of 1899) on chapter 50,
An Act to amend the Placer Minln’ Act,
received? 2. What reply (if any) was
made to the recommendation therein con-
tained? 3. When was such despatch for-
watrded?’ k

Hon, Mr. Semlin replied: “1. The 12th
May, 1899. 2. A copy of the reply will
be furnished as soon as it is prepared. 3.
The Tth June, 1899.”

EVIDENCE ACT.

Hon. Mr. Henderson, in moving the
second reading of a*bill to amend the Evi-
dence Act, briefly explained the scepe of
the desired legislation, which was in ef-
fect to make the provincial statute cor-
respond to the Dominion law of evidence.
At present the effect of the section per-
mitting a witness to decline to answer
questions on the ground of possible self-
incrimination, was that a witness to be
excused was not required to state the
grounds of his objection.

Mr. McPhillips pointed out that there
were several other matters in connec-
tion with the law of evidence that might
very well be dealt with at the time this
change was receiving consideration. For
example, the Attorney-General should
take into consideration the desirability of
providing that communieations between
husband and wife should be regarded as
priviliged; that correborations of testi-
mony should not in certain cases be de-
manded in actions against the legal repre-
sentatives of deceased persons; or in ac-
tions against persons of unsound mind or
inmates of hospitals for the insane—all
such matters being duly provided for in
the Ontario statute.

Hon. Mr. Henderson remarked that the
suggestions of the junior member for
Victoria appeared to be deserving of
careful consideration, whichk would he
hoped be accorded them when the bill
reached the committee stage.

The second reading was ordered.

COUNTY COURT VACATION.

With respect to the bill for the amend-
ment of the County Court Act—second

{
|

 Companies’

years (the yonngster being editor G. R.'

reading of which was moved—the Attor-
ney-General explained that it’ was merely
contemplated to provide for an annual
vacation in these courts during the month
of July, the holidays having heretofore
been taken by informal arrangement
among the judges. Last year nothing had
been done at ail, and the anomaly was
presented of the registrars technieally en-

and Department of Mines ' joying the vacations as.provided for them
During the day monster petitions ; under the Supreme Court machinery, but,
were received by Hon, Mr. Hume (from | nevertheless, compelled to remain in their
Nelson) and by Mr. J. M. Martin (from offices owing to there being no vacation

declared in the county. courts—so that

of the (so-called) eight-hour law; while their vacation was in the nature of a
Hon. Mr. Hume also received a strongly  Barmecidal feast. . ’

The second reading was agreed to.

of Ymir, headed by provincial constable | \iQRTGAGES AND DEBENTURES.

Hon. Mr. Henderson in moving the sec-
ond reading of bill No. 8 (to amend the
Act) explained that munder
the existing law it was previded that
mortgages upon debentures should be re-
gistered_in the office of the . provincial
secretary, which was not the plaeé that
anyone interested would naturally apply
to ‘search the records. = Other similar
documents were always registered at the
land registry office, and he thought
the same should apply to registration of
mortgages upon debentures.

Mr. Pooley did not regard the "proposed
change as desirable, and explained the

;reason for it having been provided that

From five hundred '

mortgages upon debentures should not be
registered in the land registry office,
bu in the office of the provincial secre-
tary—this being chiefly to avoid onerous
and unnecessary expense to the interest-
ed company. He maintained that equal
publicity was secured under the law as it
appeared on the statute book as would
be given by the suggested amendment—
and hoped that the Attorney-General
would upon consideration see the wis-
dom of withdrawing the. bil].

In deference to the views expressed by:

Hon. Mr. Cotton moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate in order that the
Attorney-General might give serious
consideration to the objections raised.
The government had no desire to in-
crease the financial obligation upon the
companies intereated,

TO AMEND THE GAME LAW.

The second reading of a bill to amend
the Game Protection Act was next
meoved by the Atiorney-General, who
explained that under section 4 of the
act as it now appears on the statute
beok, considerable difficulty had * been
experienced in fixing the definition of
hides or skins in the “raw ” state. Ex-
porters had been able to evade the pur-
pose of the law. by the utilization of a
pickle, which had no real effect upon the
hides for practical or commercial pur-
poses. If the bill now brought before
the house became law, it would not only
improve the machinery for the enforce-

‘ment of the existent law, but greatly

stimulate and strengthen the important
industry of tanning, which he believed
had been already established in Vie-
toria—while delaying for an increased
number of years the extermination of
the game of the province.

Mr, Clifford inquired if this act, as it
was proposed to amend it. would not
interfere with the exportation of seal-
skins in the salted state—one of the most
important industries of the province.

He was assured that this would not
be the result, as the conditions and pro-
tection of the act applied only to such
animals and birds as were specifically
named—seals not being included.

Mr, McPhillips thought that the bur-
den of proof should be placed upon the
person found in possession of skins for
illegal exportation, as otherwise the in-

‘{ention of the act would be frequently

{

evaded.

. Helmcken supported the bill,
which he was pleased to see had the en-
dorsation of Mr. Fannin, the curator of
the provincial museum. At the same
time he pointed out that there was little
advantage in perfecting the game law,
if the government were not prepared to
see to its enforcement. It was not
very satisfactory to the friends of the
game birds and animals of British Col-
umbia to find that when flagrant viola-
tions of the law had been properly pun-
ished, the government would step in and-
remit the fine, thereby virtually express-
ing sympathy with the wrong-doer.

Major-General Kinchant hoped to see
some measure of protection adopted for
the beaver, and more especially for the
young of that animal, which were mow

being indiseriminately slaughtered.

Mr. Turner inquired if due measures
had been taken in the aet te enable
sportsmen visiting the province—a class
particularly welcome—to take home with
them their trophies.

Mr, Eberts repliew that the license
which such sportsmen were required by
law to secure fully covered the privilege
referred to.

This reference brought Mr. Prentice
to his feet with a declaration that the
license clause in the act was virtually a
dead letter. The visiting sportsmen
were not compelled to take out licenses;
the license fees were but very infre-
quently collected; instead of killing five
mountain sheep they often killed fifteen.
Such a section in the law he regarded
as farcical unless the government took
some measures to enforce it.

The seeond reading carried.

MUNICIPALITIES BILL.
The  bill to amend the Municipalities

-4

Act (Hon. Mr. Henderson)
plained as for the purpose of correcting
a wrong numberigg—a _purely clerical
correction. o5 4
The 'second reading carried.
AGRICULTURAL REPORTS.

Second reading was also taken with-
out debate or opposition on bill No. 11
(to amend the Farmers’ Institutes and
Co-operation Act),

Hon. Mr. Cotton explaining that its
entire scope and purpose was that re-
ports should be made to the department
of agriculture instead of to the Provin-
cial Secretary.

NOTARIES PUBLIC.

Hon. Mr. Henderson moved the second
reading of the bill respecting notaries
public, explaining that the intention of
the measure was to make the jurisdic-
tion of notaries public hereafter ap-
pointed general throughout the provinee,
instead of restricted to particular sec-
tions.

“ This will net affect appointments al-
ready made?’ inquired Mr, A. W.
Smith. .

“No,” replied the Attorney-General,
The second reading was agreed to.
TRAMWAY INCORPORATION ACT.

In moving for the second reading of
this bill,

Mr. Helmcken said that this was the

same measure that had met with the ap-
proval of the house and passed in 1898,
but been disallowed. The idea of its
re-introduction was not for the purpose
of flying in the fact of the Dominion
government, but to place a useful and
Very necessary piece of legislation on the
statute book if possible. It was not at
all unlikely that the benefits of the act—
the main reason for its existence—had
been overlooked by the federal authori-
ties in their consideration of the anti-
Asiatic clause to which they had taken
exception. This section, it would be
noted—had been retained—chiefly in or-
der that the house should have oppor-
tunity to express itself with respect to
the disallowance, and also so that the
bill might come back to the house ex-
actly as it had been passed by the legis-
lature of two years ago.
Hon. Mr. Semlin had not had opportu-
nity to look carefully into the bill, and
with the consent of the house ad-
journed the debate upon the motion for
second reading.

Among the “stood over” business of
the day were the Attorney-General’s
Eberts’ bills to amend the Placer Mines
Act (in their first stage); the Attorney-
General’s bill to amend the Jurors’ Act
(also _on the orders for first reading);
Mr. Helmcken’s motion for a committee
of inquiry into the federal disallowance
of bills passed in 1898; and the Trustee
Bill, Supreme Court Bill, and the' Coal
Mines Regulation (all government meas-
ures), for second reading. Mr, Helm-
cken also asked that the second reading
of his trustees’ bill stand over, as he
noted the Attorney-General had a simi-
lar measure on the paper, and it was
quite probable that the two might be
made one,

LOCAL NEWS.

wWas ex-

Wanted g Teacher.—E. D. Wylie, of
Reed Island, was in the city yesterday
and succeeded in securing a ti er for
that flourishicg school district. :

Duncans’ Enterprise.—The city of Dun-
cans, on the H. & N. railway has got the
first paper between Victoria and Nanaimo,
Messrs. Smith and Greenwood have
started the Daily Enterprise, of which
Mr. Smith is the editor.

Capt. Dallas.—Staff-Captain Dallas, of
Gen. Hart's brigade, reported wounded
on January 20 at or near Spearman’s
Camp; is the son of the late Alexander
Grant Dallas, and grandson of the late
Sir ‘Jamea Douglas, K. O, B. = Capt.
Dallas has seen much service in India,
and joined Gen, Hart only a few weeks-
ago,

Wants to Fight.—G. A. Loveland, a
valued member of the Victoria Rugby
football team, left this morning for Lon-
don in the hope of being glven an oppor-
tunity of going to South Africa and tak-
ing part in the big fight. Mr, Loveland
has had a good deal of experience in the
wilds .of British Columbia and the North-
west and should make an ideal soldler.
He has tried without sutcess to get in
one of the Canadian contingents.

Death’s Hand.—The death  occurred
last evening after a brief illness of Wil-
liam Grant Fraser, at his residence,
Second street, on the 56th anniversary of
his birth. The deceased had been farm-
ing at Saanich and recently removed to
town. He was well known and highly
respected amongst a large circle of
friends. He leaves a widow and five chil-
dren, three sons and two daughters. The
funeral takes place on Saturday affer-
noon.

New Placers.—News brought by pas-
sengers on the steamer Tees may account
for the disappearance of Clayton, Ralph
and Oleson, who were reported to have
been murdered on their way from Daw-
son to the Coast. According to recent ar-
rivals from the “inside” a big strike has
been made on the South Fork of the Big
Salmon River, and a number of those
who were on the way from Dawson to
the Coast have gone to the new diggings.
The stampede was caused by Louis Kel-
ser, who, having spent the summer on
the South Fork of the Big Salmon, came
out and reported that the placer ground
was very rich. The men he met on the
trail immediately went in to stake claims.
The new placers are said to be about 100
miles north of the Atlin country.

Lodge Physicians.—The ¢ommittee of
delegates from the amalgamated socie-
ties met on Friday evening at the Odd-
fellows’ hall to comsider the applications
of the medical men who have applied for
the appointments as physicians to the
.combined - societies. . The offer of the
medical men in Victoria is hardly likely
to be entertained by the committee, as it
ig considered to be unworkable. Much
regret is expressed at their action, ds
the societies would have been pleased to
lave come to some arrangement with the
local practioners, as there is a general
feeling against having to select outside
men, btit the manner. in which the medi-
‘'cal ‘hen have combined leaves no other
course. 'The supreme lodges of some of
the local societies have notified them that
‘they are willing to assist in: the selection
of medical men in the East to attend to
the societies’ wants here. RN
SCEI e LTV YRR o T s
It is stated that General Cronje has
signed the death-warrant of a Free State
burgher who was arrested trekking home-
wards after he ha‘d l‘)eeg commandeered.

The Duke of Portland thinks that the
following message from his brother. in the
10th Hussars may be a wuseful hint to
men about to proceed to the Cape. Capt.
Cavendish-Bentinck telegraphed: “Please
send good telescope.”
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