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The maintenance of these three 

great expeditions over long distances 
of sea threw a strain upon the marl-, 
time resources of Great Britain, 
which, combined with the unlimited 
“U-boat" warfare, came near to 
compassing our complete rain In the 
spring of 1917. Thus the admirals 
who thought only of the grand fleet 
and the generals who thought only 
of the main army, may learn how 
cruel are the revenges which fortune 
wreaks upon those who disdain her 
first and golden offerings.

Wasteful and roundabout as was 
the method, the strategic conceptions 
which inspired the eastern policy 
were vindicated in the end; and the 
collapse of Bulgaria after three years

tire territory subjugated, her gov­
ernment driven on to foreign soil, 
she was forced into a separate peace 
of the most merciless character.
.. " The War of Exhaustion.

The end of the Dardanelles cam­
paign closed the second great period 
of the struggle. There was nothing 
left on land now but the war of ex- 
haustion—not only of armies but of 
nations. No more strategy, very 
little tactics; only the dull wearing 
down of the Weaker combination by 
exchanging lives; only the multiply­
ing of machinery, on both sides to 
exchange them quicker. The con­
tinuous front now stretched not only 
from the Alps to the seas, but across 
the Balkan peninsula, across Pales­
tine, across Mesopotamia. The cen­
tral empires had successfully de-
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closing pages of this volume, not 
only to relate the immediate sequel, 
but to outline the vast consequences 
which flowed from these events.

Consequences of Evacuation.
The campaign of the Dardanelles 

had been starved and crippled at

TROOPS V 
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every stage by the continued opposi­
tion of the French and British high]

|Serbia Destroyed, Bulgaria Joined Enemies, Rumania and 
Greece Neutral—British Divisions Sent to Guard Meso­

potamia and Egypt From Turks—All Communi- 
cation With Russia Is Cut Off.

|WHISPERED ENGLAND HAD NOT TRIED TO AID

commands in France to the with­
drawal of troops and munitions from 
the main theatre of the war. The 
abandonment of the Dardanelles led 
to the diversion of the allied military 
forces on a scale far larger than its 
most ardent advocates had ever con­
templated. Serbia had been de­
stroyed; Bulgaria had joined our 
enemies; Rumania and Greece lay 
frozen in a terrorized neutrality.

war was the signal for the general 
catastrophe of the central powers.

Russia.
There ended with the Dardanelles 

all hope of forming direct and con­
tinuous contact with Russia. A rail­
way 1,200 miles long might be built 
to Murmansk; Vladivostok might 
continue to pass supplies across a 
distance of 4,000 miles; but the in­
timate co-operation in men and mu-

Use. RINE EYES
fended their southern flank in the 
Balkans and in Turkey. Their vic­
tory quelled simultaneously all like- 
lihood of any attempt against their 
northern flank upon the Baltic. All 
such ideas had received their quietus. 
Good, plain, straightforward frontal 
attacks by valiant flesh and blood 
against wire and machine guns, 
“killing Germans" while Germans 
killed Allies twice as often, calling 
out the men of 40. of 50, and even of 
55, and the youths of 18, sending the 
wounded soldiers back three or four 
times into the shambles—such were 
the sole manifestations now reserved 
for the military art. And when at 
the end, three years later, the throng 
Of functionaries who from the seclu­
sion of their offices had with com­
placent logic carried this process to 
its conclusion presented victory to 
their exhausted nations, it proved 
only less ruinous to the victor than 
to the vanquished.

(Coryright, 1923. in Great Britain and 
Ireland, by the Times. London; in Can- 
ada by the N. A. N A.; in India by 
the Statesman, Calcutta; in South 
Africa by the Cape Argus; in Australia 
by the United Cable Service.)

THE END.

But still, as long as the British flag 
flew on the peninsula and the Brit­
ish fleet lay off the straits, the main 
power of Turkey was gripped and 
paralyzed. The evacuation set free 
twenty Turkish divisions on the pen­
insula. and Turkey henceforth was 
able to form a common front with 
the Bulgarians in Thrace, to attack 
Russia, to aid Austria, to overawe 
Rumania. Turkey was also placed 
in a position simultaneously to 
threaten Egypt and to reinforce 
Mesopotamia. The thirteen evacuat­
ed British divisions, having been 
rested and refitted, were required to 
guard against the last two of these 
new dangers. The whole of the new 
army sent by France and Britain 
from the French theatre, amounting 
to seven additional divisions, was re­
quired for the defense of Saloniki. 
Apart from the Anzacs, scarcely any 
of these twenty divisions of allied 
troops ever fought against the Ger­
mans during the rest of the war. 
Scarcely one came into any direct 
contact with any enemy for nearly 
six months, and during the same 
period thirteen out of the twenty 
liberated Turkish divisions were 
added to the hostile strength in other 
theatres. Eleven went to the Cau­
casus and two to Galicia, in both cases 
adding to the burden which Russia 
had to bear. Thus the first fruits 
of the evacuation of Gallipoli may 
be variously computed at a total 
loss of strength to the allies of from 
thirty to forty divisions, half the 
army of a first-class power. It was 
evident that a very grave prolonga- 
tion, of the war must arise from this 
cause alone.

Allied Forces Dissipated.
From the moment when the grip 

on the heart of the Turkish Empire 
was relaxed, and breathing space 
was given, its widespread limbs un-
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On Nevember 22, Lord Kitchener, 
his Ayas bay project being vetoed 
consented to the evacuation of Sulva 
and Anzac. He still hoped to save 
Helles, the retention of which was 
strongly advocated by Admiral de 
Robeck. The war committee, how­
ever, decided that all three lodg­
ments should be abandoned. With 
this decision Admiral de Robeck ex- 
prssed himself in disaccord. He 
deprecated the evacuation of Sulva 
and Anzac, and when asked specifi­
cally on November 25 if he had con­
curred in the evacuation of Helles, 
he observed bluntly that "he could 
not understand it.” The situation 
cannot, however, be disentangled 
from his attitude towards the use 
of the fleet. His health was now 
temporarily impaired by his long 
spell of hard work. Pi started im­
mediately for home on a period of 
.leave.

The command now devolved upon 
Admiral Wemyss. The new naval 

.Commander-in-chief, undeterred by 
1 past events, bent himself to a last 
effort to retrieve the situation. In a 
series of telegrams, he emphasized 
the dangers of a winter evacuation. 
He dwelt upon the difficulties; he 

■ urged that one more effort should 
be made to convert defeat into vic­
tory. In a spirit which cannot be 
censured in the royal navy, he as­
serted that the fleet would do its 
part, and that even if the army could 
not co-operate, he would carry out 
the Keyes plan and force the Dar­
danelles by naval power alone.

These stalwart counsels threw 
everything again into the melting 
pot. The cabinet revolted against 
the decision of their new war com- 
mittee. It was resolved that no de­
cision could be taken without a fur­
ther conference with the French, 
and a meeting of the new allied 
standing council was fixed for De­
cember 5 at Calais. Lord Kitchener 
again took heart. In common with 
the British general staff he was 
strongly opposed to the whole Salon­
ika expedition.

Turks in Dire Straits.
Meanwhile the activities of the 

British submarines in the Marmora 
had almost entirely severed the sea 
communications of the Turkish 
army, and were also impeding their 
supply by the roads along the Mar- 
mora shore. To meet this peril, 
which had been approaching plainly, 
steadily and rapidly during the last 
two or three months, the German 
staff had built a new branch rail­
way from the main Turkish system 
to Kavak at the head of the gulf of 
Xeros. This had been finished in 
the nick of time, and as the sea 
transport failed, it became the sole 
line of supply, relief or reinforce­
ment for the twenty Turkish divis­
ions on the peninsula. From the 
new railhead at Kavak all transport 
was by bullock wagon or camel 
along roads across the Bulair Isth­
mus which was frequently disturbed 
by the fire of the fleet. On Decem­
ber 2, Admiral Wemyss succeeded in 
destroying the three central spans 
of the Kavak bridge by fire from 
the Agamemmon, Endymion, and a 
monitor. The road was also so 
badly broken by the bombardment 
that wheeled traffic was completely 
interrupted. The Turkish 5th army 
was now in serious straits.

Admiral Wemyss and his staff 
were now confident that they had 
the power, even without forcing the 
straits, not only to prevent the ar- 
rival of German artillery reinforce­
ments on a large scale, but also 
gravely to comprise the existence 
of the whole Turkish army on the 
Gallipoli peninsula.

That Final Veto.
On August 18 the admiralty had 

telegraphed to Admiral de Robeck 
authorizing and implicitly urging 
him to use the old battleships of the 
fleet to force the Dardanelles, and 
Admiral de Robeck had declined. 
When the admiralty was willing the 
admiral was unwilling. Now the 

(conditions were reversed. On De- 
cember 10 the same board of ad­
miralty replied that they were not 
prepared to authorize the attempt by 
'the navy single-handed to force the

if successful would carry the cam­
paign at a. stroke from disaster to 
triumph. Yet we see cabinet and 
admiralty able to face the first al­
ternative, and shrink from the 
second. While time is young, while 
prospects are favorable, while prizes 
inestimable may be gained, caution, 
hesitancy, , half measures rule and 
fetter action. The grim afternoon of 
adverse struggle alone brings the 
hour of desperate resolve. The 
hopeful positive is rejected while 
all may be gained; the awful nega­
tive is embraced when nought but 
escape remains in view; and the 
energy and conviction which might 
have commanded victory are lavished 
upon the mere process of flight.

The determination of the British 
Government to give in at all costs 
was now inflexible. The orders for 
the evacuation of Sulva and Anzac 
were reiterated by the admiralty. 
On • Dec. 12, Admiral Wemyss 
bowed to these orders "with the 
greatest regret and misgiving." The 
plan for the evacuation, upon which 
a month’s careful labor had been ex­
pended, was now completed, and tne 
admiral fixed the night of Dec. 
19 or 20 as the date of the opera­
tion.

At this moment General Monro re­
turned from Saloniki, where, after 
one day’s visit to the peninsula and 
his sojourn in Egypt, he had been 
residing. Already on Dec. 1 he 
had forbidden General Birdwood and 
the corps commanders to confer with 
the admiral without his permission. 
On the 10th he peremptorily forbade 
General Birdwood to discuss any 
military matter with the admiral. 
On the 14th he telegraphed home 
dissociating himself from the ad­
miral’s views and protesting against

nitions, the vast exportation of South 
Russian wheat, the expansion of a 

I vitalizing trade, which could alone 
spring from the opening of the Black 
Sea, was forever denied us.

The abandonment of Gallipoli dis­
pelled the Russian dream. In her 
darkest hours, under the flail of Lu­
dendorff, driven out of Poland, 
driven out of Galicia, her armies en­
during disaster and facing death 
often without arms, the cost of living 
rising continually throughout her 
vast, secluded empire, Russia had 
cheered herself by dwelling on the 
great prize of Constantinople. A 
profound chill spread through all 
ranks of the Russian people, and with 
it came suspicion, no less deep- 
seated. England had not really tried 
to force the straits. From the mo­
ment when she had conceded the 
Russian claim to Constantinople, she 
had not been single-hearted—she had 
lost interest in the enterprise. Her 
infirm action and divided counsels 
arose from secret motives hidden in 
the bosom of the state. And this 
while Russia was pouring out her 
blood as no race had ever done since 
men waged war. Such were the 
whispers which, winged by skillful 
German propaganda, spread far and 
wide through the Tsar’s dominions, 
and in their wake every subversive 
influence gained in power. Lastly, 
the now inevitable prolongation of 
the struggle was destined to prove 
fatal to Russia. In the war of ex­
haustion to which we were finally 
condemned, which was indeed ex­
tolled as the last revelation of mili­
tary wisdom, Russia was to be the 
first to fall, and in her fall to open
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men are prepared to
run in relation to circumstances 
present some of the strangest mani­
festations of psychology. One tithe 
of the hardihood they display to 
escape disaster, would often cer­
tainly achieve success. Contrast, for 
instance, the alternative hazards now 
presented to the British government 
and admiralty: on one hand, the 
chance, even the probability accord­
ing to all expert opinion, of losing 
40,000 men in an evacuation, which, 
if successful could only result in the 
total loss of the campaign; on the 
other, the chance of losing a squad-

der German stimulation regained 
and developed their power. The three 
campaigns which had either begun 
or were imminent from Saloniki, 
from Egypt, or In Mesopotamia, all 
grew rapidly into very great un- 
dertakings, and all continued until 
the last day of the war to make 
enormous drains upon the British 
resources and, to a lesser degree, 
upon those of France. By 1918, seven 
British and Indian divisions, com­
posing an army of two hundred and 
seventy thousand men (exclusive of 
followers), were operating In Meso- 
potamia. The defense of the Suez 
Canal and subsequently the attack 
upon Turkey by the invasion of Pal- 
estine grew into a separate war 
which, in any other period, would 
have absorbed the attention of the 
world. Instead of thrusting at Con- 
stantinople, the heart of Turkey, or 
striking at her armpit at Alexan­
dretta, or her elbow at Haifa, we 
began our attack from her finger- 
tips upwards. Slowly, painfully, with 
Infinite exertion and expense, and by 
astonishing feats of arms and organ­
ization, we made our way across tne 
deserts, drawing artificial rivers with 
us through hundreds of miles of 
scorching sand,

We tolled and fought our way mile 
by mile, and even yard by yard, from 
Gaza to Jerusalem, from Jerusalem 
to Damascus, never at any moment 
exacting from the enemy more than 
one-third of our own war effort. At 
the armistice, twelve British divis- 
ions, composing an army of nearly 
two hundred and eighty thousand 
men (exclusive of followers), were 
engaged In Palestine and Syria The 
campaign from Salonika expanded 
not less formidably. At the end of 
1917 twelve British and French di- 
visions, and two Italian divisions 
were in line against Turkish forces, 
which perseverance at the Dardan­
elles might long ago have forced out 
of the war. and against the Bulgarian 
army, which a timely and prudent 
policy might have ranged upon out 
side. The sole addition gained by 
this great development of allied 
force was six Serbian divisions, 
brought by sea from the wreck of 
their country, and four Greek divis­
ions raised by Monsieur Venizelos 
after his revolt against King Con­
stantine. In the end six hundred and 
thirty thousand allied soldiers stood 
on the Salonika front.

4

any expression of opinion by Ad­
miral Wemyss upon military matters. 
He agreed, however, with the naval 
and local military view that Helles 
could not be held indefinitely with­
out Acha Baba. Thus at last, since 
the capture of Acha Baba was 
deemed impossible, the decision was 
reached for the total evacuation of 
the peninsula.

The Evacuation.
It was with melancholy but In­

tense relief that I learned in France 
of the successful and bloodless execu­
tion of this critical operation, 
which was accomplished on the night 
of Dec, 19. The utmost credit 
belongs to the naval and military 
officers who perfected in exact de­
tail the arrangements, and to the 
admirals and generals by whom they 
were so successfully carried out. The 
weather, on which all depended, was 
favorable for exactly the vital forty- 
eight hours, and the Turks were 
utterly unsuspecting. Indeed, when 
dawn broke on empty trenches and 
famous positions, bought at so ter­
rible a cost, now silent as the graves 
with which they were surrounded, 
the haggard Turkish soldiers and 
their undaunted chiefs could hardly 
believe their eyes. Their position, 
and that of their country whose 
capital they had defended with sol­
dierly tenacity, were now translated 
at a stroke from extreme jeopardy 
into renewed and resuscitated power, 
conviction, determination and the will 
to win. steadfastly maintained by 
their high command, had brought 
victory to the defense in spite of 
their inferiority in numbers and in 
resources of all kinds and of the in­
herent strategic perils of their posi­
tion. The lack of these qualities on 
our side at the summit of power had 
defrauded the attackers of the re­
ward, pregnant in its consequences 
to the whole world, to which their 
overwhelming potential strength and 
resources, their actual numbers and 
apparatus, their daring, their devo­
tion and their fearful sacrifices had 
given them the right.

The evacuation of Helles was per­
formed with equal skill and with 
equal good fortune on Jan. 8, and 
the story of the Dardanelles came 
finally to an end. This consumma­
tion was acclaimed by the shallow 
and the uninstructed as if It had 
been a victory.

It is necessary, however, in the

upon herself a tide of ruin in which 
perhaps a score of millions of 
human beings have been engulfed. 
The consequences of these events 
abide with us today. They will dar­
ken the world for our children’s 
children.

Another disaster supreme in its 
character was escaped by the 
breadth of a hair. It was only by 
the margin of a few weeks in 1917 
that the German decision to begin 
the unlimited “U-boat” warfare an­
ticipated the Russian collapse. Had 
the Russian revolution broken out 
earlier, the desperate folly of quar­
reling with America would never 
have been perpetrated by the Ger­
man government, and while Russia 
would inevitably have fallen, no 
ground would have been afforded to 
the United States to enter the war.

Rumania.
Compared to these gigantic issues 

the fate of Rumania was but an in­
cident. Yet that fate at the end of 
1916, cruel and heart-rending In 
every circumstance, was the direct 
outcome of the failure to force the 
Dardanelles. This small country was 
at length at the end of 1916 per­
suaded to enter the war while still 
completely cut off from the western 
allies. Caught in the combined grip 
of German, Austrian, Bulgarian and 
Turkish troops, she was crushed with 
astonishing celerity; and her armies 
broken, her capital pillaged, her en-
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