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. problem of wealth, has two sides to

! sumption.

(The Exposl
Helmer—Have you.

pere? 3
Neorah—No, I have- ncver been -

py. I thought I was,but I vi‘u i

really so. hedl
Helmer—-Not—not hap'py. &

Norah—No, only merry.
—Ibsen, The Master Bnﬂdbr

The problem of leisure, like the

it. There is acquisition and con-

The fight for acquisition has been
prolonged. It is more than half ".a
century since Labour formulated its
slogan:

Eight hours’ work and eight hours’

play,
Eight hours sleep and eight bob a

day.

Now the eight hours’ play is won:
the difficulty is not to find each man
eight hours’ leisure, but to find him.
eight hours’ work. The boon came
without any special campaign -of
propaganda or any definite leader-
ship. It came flooding in upon us
with one of those great tidal move-
ments of the human spirit that are
irresistible and world-wide. One line
of industry alone remains untouched,
and it is the main industry of the
world. The main industry is, after
ally"that of the house mother. She
has her eight hours’ work and over-
time without stint, but the eight
hours’ sleep and the eight hours’ play
are as non-existent for her .as the
‘eight bob’ wage. All that can. be
said is that she has now the vete,
and in the vote she has at last the
instrument to win for herself what
is her due. *

With this noteworthy exception
then—and it is a serious exception—
leisure has been won. It i8 enjoy: !
ment that is lacking. Merry-making
there is, and dancing ‘- and  picture-
going and mass-spectating 'of = ‘foat-
ball and other sports; and gambling
is said to account for-over thre¢ hus-
dred millions of the annual earnings,
and drink for a sum even larger. But
these things are rather the quest for
joy than the finding of it. Joy is re-:
freshment of spirit: these things ex-
haust it. Joy equips man for the‘[
finer issues of his maphood and citi-
zenship, raising him in the scale of
being: these things drag him down
and corrode his finer guality.} ‘Joy
gives satisfaction: these things min-
ister to the spirit of unreést and feed.
the deep disease pf modern life. We

have multiplied amusements, but nqta?!dr
“Ttutional Church is “a considered at-

increased the joy.

It is not that Nature has bereft us:
of the joy-faculty. The font of joy
is born again in every human child.
The children whom Laurence Binyon
saw dancing round the hurdy -gurdy
in the main streets of: Bloomsbury‘
found life full of joy. But the joyl
of life’s morning fades into the lfght
of common day as we grow older. ’
is the great failure of ‘our miodern btv- 2
ilization. If we seek to apportion the
blame, probably the school must bear |
its share, for it is long since John
Ruskin told us that the schqol should
teach not only to know the right
things and do them, but almost put
one’s finger on the place in our edu-
cational system where the school be-
gins to fail in this function. In the
kindergarten and the junior classes
this spirit of joy is paramount; it is
when the exactions of the examina-
tion system begin to cast their shad-
ows before them that the work ceases
to be spontaneous and begins.to. be
foolish and dull. But we cannot
make a scapegoat of the school, for
it is only a small proportion of the ;
population that is affected by the
great examining mills which grind our
human nature down into the acade-
mic moulds. The  examination 8ys-
tem is only part of the mechanization
of our life which has been slowlyi
strangling the spontaneity of human
nature ever since James Watt invent-
#d the.steam engine. :

Take, for {instance, music. Time
was when every occupation had its
special songs. The sailors had their
chanfies, and a song was said to be
a8 good as two men on a rope.
Wordsworth’'s Highland lass ‘sang.as
she bent over the sickle, and thj
veaper, -the mower, the: harvest-
homers had their traditional songs;
there are the songs of the spinning-
wheel and the weaver’s loom; - the
rower had his song and 8o had the
smith; the cobbler sang over his
boots and the soldier sang on the
march. But in a' mechanized world
there is no room for song, and itiis
poteworthy that - the Great
though it gave uuguum has

left us no great songs, uhmj_{

through Georgia’ or the ‘Battle :
of the Republic.’ Sir Walter -

1tion-it is only in our leigura Hotirs

'8 tripper-town, the pace is the fast-

| with the finest minds of the Univer-

\_.w#’ .‘.- o4

ist's shop.‘apd lecm to take our

pleasure vicariously, as we have |

learned to make our jam and grow
our vegetables by bﬁyinx others to do
lt for. us. .

The serious. thipg n;
days of organized Mn&gr@
we can achieve our personallty.«-‘rhfs
is true of the great mass of manklnd.
Some few, some happy few, tmre arg’
who can find themselvés in théfr
work—artists, musicians, and. pro-
fessional men whose work calls into
play the higher faculties  of thelr
being. To such their work is theh' 4
joy, and their joy is’their: M. But
these are ‘the rare exceptions. For

most part we:.do not live in order
that we may work; we work in order
thdt we may have the wherewithal to
live. 'And work 18 so-highly organ-
ized and departmentalized that in the
doing of it only a limited portion of
our mind is called into play, and for
the most part we conform to type.
This is the penalty we pay for mass-
production by.machidery—we become
ourselves machine-like.

Out of the day and night
A joy hath taken flight.

But our leisure is our own. In it
we can choose what we shall do ‘and
what we shall become. If the  diffi-
culties in the way of joy are greater
thanhitherto, . our resources also are
infinitely enlarged. Eight hours a
day, even if we deduct three hours
for meals and other necessities, and
leave out of ‘account our holiday
week and our Sundays, give us one
thousand five hundred and sixty-five
hours per annum. With that time at
his . disposal and- the. vast opportuni-
tles opened up by our-free libraries,
nrt ‘galleries. and museums, and. by~
.Qm‘ ‘yarious forms of University ex-
‘tensfons, a man may give himself a
JHnjversity education and . become a
faster in any branch of learning or
sc‘lqnca which_ he ‘chooses,. or. make
hlmsclt an adept on any muslcal in-
strument

Vaguely we "~ are becoming con-
scions of theq; -tremendous  potenti-
auues of g‘g Liisnm The-. churches

3. -“these :
evil; and what we call the Insti-

tempt to prevent evil by crowding -it
out. ‘You do not overcome,” said Na-
:poleon, ‘until you supplant.’ It is
the true strategic principle.

The 'great extension of the co-
operative holiday and the summer
gchool is a move in the same direc-
tion.. The crude, primitive idea of a
holiday is what is generally known
in the North as the ‘bust.” The scene

est your saved-up earnings will al-
low.  You go down, like the nigger
in the Campton races, ‘with a pocket
full of tin’; you come back home like
the same gentleman, *with your hat
caved in.’ It is a catharsis of the
feelings by means of intense, concen-
trated, and highly spiced. sensations.
But the educated person who has
passed out of the torpid into the per-
ceiving state has seen  through the
emptiness of tripper-town. He wants
to see something of the broad world,
to find .a bigger world to think. in,
and a score of agencles place Switz-
erland, France, Holland, and Belgium
within his reach. He wants to escape
from the din of noisy nothings into
the ‘golden realms. of thought, and a
summer school brings him into touch

sity. He feels the call of the wild,
and the Co-operative Holiday Associ-
ation or the Holiday Fellowship or
some camping venture takes him out
to the moors, to the mountains and
the glen, or to some portion of .our
seacoast not yet transmuted into a
promenade ‘and a . performing ground
of pierrots. ¢

There are those .who regard the
degradation of our. leisure -as though
it were inevitable. Why vex ome's
righteous soul? ‘For those who like
this sort of thing, this is of course
thelortotthinxtheynke. mu
the language of the poltroon, the man |
who has lost his faith in hlm‘n%
But these. moumnu—cnd they
not stand alone—prove that the com-
munity is wakiog up te the un’%

needs to-day," and; if “we

d take w. ‘We' llﬂ'a
val¢Beent, and we hcvo a clmtieiuch
as ‘We mever had. hefore of building
up a new gocial health. - 'We cannot
m;onwnt‘lbcobuk to the old
status qiio thte. ‘Some new principle
of life, some new desire to grow, to
become more creative,. to gain a fnll-
er measure of life, has -been  taking
root in the minds and souls ‘of men.
And 4t is in our: margin of leisure,
an ampler margin than we. ever had
before, .that .this dew principh must
work "itself out. ! ' o

! In this question,’as in" all soclal
questions,  housithg is . fundamentsl:
We have received from our ancestors
a sorry inheritance.  But if there is
one sure ‘and certain sign . of ‘the
times, it is that in spite of the ' ‘ex-
pense we are determined to. make
gzood now where-our ancestors failed.
We demand houses, and houses which
shall never degenerate into slums.'
This is a fact which each successive
administration since the War has hnd
to face. It is .recognised that in this’
vital matter private enterprise has
broken down and public bodies,, wh"o-
ther socialist or not, have Been Md
to take.it in hand. Alteady London |
has provided for one ' hundred “and
twenty thousand people; and when she
has carried out her ‘schemes now. in |
hand will have provided accommo- '
datien for a quarter of - & mjiion. '
Speaking rationally, the mnext ten'
years ought to see one-eighth part
of our population re-housed. ‘This
gives us now a chance such as will
never ‘recur to cleanse our social life
and take measures which shall raise
it to a higher level.  There' is° no’
question which so deeply affécts the |
young life as this, and nomne whlch
would “be- more-‘properly their ‘con-
cern, on. which they should ‘mmt\tn
season and out -of season.®; I - -
' The enemies of all social hygiene
arc wide awake. The Garden City of"
Letchworth . i} fhe* plonéerw‘ in; gho

mﬂl-nt - - 5 =
No Iéss ‘than six fimes in thé;!v last
eighteen years ‘the Drink Trade has

in 1907, 1908, 1912, 1915, 1920, and
again in-1924. Each time it has beén
foiled, but each time the contest has
heen severe, and it-has only been
through active and well-organized
co-operation of all the upward forces
of the communify that disaster has
been averted.

Can there be any doubt that the\
same assault will be made, and made
again and again, on every new resi-
dential district which 1is springing
up in the outskirts of our -blz towns?
There is nothing. which the Temper-
ance Associations should” watch so
jealousy as this. ' Every woman’s or-
ganization should be alive to the dan-
ger ‘and mobilized .to meet it. The
first Garden City had the right, which
every -democratic community - should
possess, of determining. for itqelt
whether there should-be liquor shops
or mot in their. midst.” The- other
newly -built districts have no sdch
power. Licensing magistrates are
not.proverbial for the gift of social
vision. The financial interests of “The
Trade” are gigantic, and wonderfally
well organized. The liguor club is
even a more insidious peril than the
public-house, and much more difficult
to control and to'eliminateé when once
it is established. Here is anissue which
should not only unite the efforts of
all schools of Temperande activity,
but secure for them & large support
from that moderate opinion which re-
acts against any suggestion of Pussy-
footism. - Above all,"it is a question
of social righteousness. which should
secure the whole-hearted and unani-
mots support of all Christian-church-
o8y i ‘

But even when this hlttlo'ls ‘won,
iwe have only cleared tho site, we
have. mot” mrod a - new structure.
{ The wuywmahtwnmhto

2 mka a good world. The great prob-

lmh %o fiud -social joy, and, even
‘when ‘drink is done away, that prob-

by our unceasing talk of re- | fil
:%rncuon, this'ls the first thing'we

fough' a fever, ‘we dre’ now con- |'

endeavoured to capture Letchworth—,

‘movements. as the :

{nérease of gecondary ~ schools,
Playground moyement-in the cmes.
and the new policy -of our Parks Com-
mittees are all he nlng to encourage
sporting nctlﬂtlu It has become
quite common nwmys to find a

church. '
The . accomxtltshment of ' dancing

sports ﬂeld in connexion with a |

was described by, Ememn as a tick-
et of ndmissiun to a, dress . circle of
’mankind Bnt‘ now the vogue far
dancing has ‘spread to all classes of
"the pomzln.ﬁpn, and the late Mr. Cecil
Sharp ‘has reeoptuned ‘for us some of
_the grm and beauty “and variety of
,the dmcint in Merry . England of old.
The theatre is said to have been killed
by the | Ehwma—-cnd perhaps we need
" not shad ‘mafly tears over the demise,
it ont ot the ashes of the old we can
see the growth .of a drama that is
betbet .than the old. And the signs
are not mting ‘If the playhouses in
tho tom have been converted into
1plbture-honm. “the Arts and Crafts
Leu'he players have “been doing
upoux the vll‘hse ‘folk  far Dbetter
work for the' drama than the old the-
atres did inithe“towns. The acting
_profession 18 badly hit,. but never
wete amateurs. so active and never
“were may‘ummnm such high-class
! work as now. ‘Near~Lake Okanagan
in British Colunbh I'came across a
_venture which séemed to me full of
?suneltion. ‘The building stood am-
Mthe orchards’ tdr; which the dig-
u'lct is famous. The: ]owor storey was
used - for -the sorung and packing of
trui.t. But -the upper . part,” which
was apptom!hed by ;epaute stair-
case, was fitt L up, glmply but quite
adeguately as tbett?o The pro-
prietor, ‘%vh% was & large fruit-grower,
hn.d,uen@te&.the &ﬁe that his pick-
ers durlng e seasonl, many of them
Unlyers}y students, might not only

enjoy drama’ themselves,

dec28 2i,m th

R - o s some o g o v e —

but give a_

"‘cmce’ﬁa theineighbourhood to share

their joy. And the * proprietor, him-
self a good Methodist (or at any rate
he was until the Methodist body was
merged in the United Church of Can-
ada), not only organized and helped
"to ‘train his troupe, but occasionally
wrote plays for them himself and en-
couraged them to do the same. I
need not have come as far as Can-
ada to find an exemplification of the
new spirit that is at work, but un-
happily I cannot speak from person-
al ‘experience of the fine work which
Miss Alice Buckton'is doing at Glas-
tonbury, and others of the ‘eager
heart’ in other country places. |
Again, among our’ kinsfolk on the
other side of the Atlantic, I have
found a village school of craft which
reproduced in a new form the work
which the late Canon Rawnsley and
Mrs. Rawnsley started among the
boatmen of Keswick. Here, too, in
| New Brunswick the place was a popu-
Har holiday. resort,”and the folk who
swere ‘busy ‘in ‘the - summer catering
for the visitors weére occupying the
long winter evenings, which would
otherwise have been vacant, idle and
tedious, in -original craft work.

Here and there good work is going'
on—more, probably, than we.suspect. '
Like all -the most hopeful activities '
in social - betterment, such work
springs up here and there spontane-
ously, without any grants from ln
education -committee, or. official ln-4
itiative. But nothing would be more
helpful .to our new national life at
the present time than for our maga-
zines to tell'us of these ventures.

The minds of men eéverywhere arel
full of inarticulate longings, of which
we neither kpow: the’ méaning ‘nor
the right expression.! And -we are
straitened: until. we find that expres-
sion. What we want-is to find some
one who has-found that for which we
blindly grope. To find contract with
such & ome is to find:the/way to our
own hrnr self. '!he ‘new umu m

!
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THE SHOE MEN *

mmpeufnutm' When-

‘the higher appears, the lower will
m. The lprhcl ot 107 are from

ﬁmﬂn.

. Toilet sponges can be delightfully
aired by puttlng them on a string and

; Tl AR AR Tl
The canary enjoys 'a bif 8¢ green’
food about twice a week. Apple, let-

tuce, dandelion or chic ed ﬂ?ﬂ be*

fine. : A L Edfw

Al grease should be drained from
the cooking pan" before making the
gravy which accompanies the meat.




