We have taken over that large store

345 WATER STREET

2%

GGONE

now.

KJ

and lately occupied by John Anderson.

(Opp. the Post Office) .

This new store iz now open for business. We.
will move from our old place 317 Water Street,
October 15th, meantime both stores are going

PHIL MURPHY,

‘

317 & 349 WATER STREET.

(Opp .the Post Office.)
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Quebec s Wriggling
Industry

THE GENESIS, EXODUS AND REV-
ELATION OF THE PROFITABLE
EEL AS RELATED BY PIERRE
THUOT.

By NAPIER MOQ,RE.

A celebrated writer of sea stories
recently wrote for a widely circulated
American weekly a series of articles
describing in vivid language the life
of the fishermen who harvest the
Banks. They were thrilling narratives
of schooners, rail under, scudding be-
fore a gale; of dories adrift amidst
mountainous seas; of the spearers of
sword-fish standing in the “pulpit,”
under the bowsprit, neck deep in
green, swirling water. They were the
type of men who, in the stinging, icy
blasts of an Atlantic winter, sail forth
to wrestle with death itself in order
that they may bring fish to market
end earn at most a modest livelihood.

This, too, is the story of a fisher-
man. He dwells in a picturesque little
French-Canadian town. His “bank”, i
the swiftly flowing Richelieu River.
He fishes three, or maybe four, months
of the year. His market is assured.
His daily catch for the ngxt five years
is alreadv contracted for. And he
stows away $10,000 or more each sea-
spn.

He is Mnsieur Pierre C. Thuot, Le

nouncing that three hundred barrels
of live, squirming eels had been ship-
ped from Montreal to Germany and
Holland;
eels were being shipped to New York
and Chicago; that such exports might
mark the beginning of a trade which
would prove profitable to the Province
of Quebec. An idle reference to the
Encyclopaedia revealed the fact that
since the days of the Ancient Greeks,
the eel has been a mystery. The sub-
ject of eels at once became fascinat-
ing. Where was the nearest Faculty
of Muraenidae? Iberville. We went.
Across the Richelieu River, between ;
Tberville and St. Johns, is a dam.
Built of stones, it =zig-zags through ;
the rapids. It is fashioned, roughly,
like four huge V’s, with the  points
leading downstream. Long
fences run the length of the dam. They
appear comparatively modern. But the
stones were placed there long ages
ago, whether by Indians or by the
earliest French settlers, no one
knows. The known facts are that the |
bharrage for one hundred years has
been used for catching eels and that
the right to conduct the fishery has
been held throughout that period by

the Thuot family. It is to the present !

head of that family that one must ap-

i ply for information.

It is eleven of the morning. We en-
quire at the nearest house where Mon-
sieur Pierre Thuot may be feund.
Monsieur Thuet, le pecheur? But yes.
Monsieur Thuot was at his fishery be-
tween three and four in the morning.

that whole barge loads of !

wooden |

Immmmy 2 m
h! Ha! Hur' Ha!
clattering ‘in
om the veiling.
! We are ush
slttin;mom half
rises Plerre Thu
with ruddy face,
and a pair of migl
carry ul near ty ‘years as
1 it forty.
e apologize ~ interrupting his
-“Heh! Heh!" saiggers the par-

. From a couch

-nn man,
mousuches

rot.

. “Tels? Monsieur fills his pipe,

lights up, and sits back in his chair.
“T have heen catching eels here all

R | my life. My father caught eels all his

iHfe. He was 84 when he died.
He had two partners. Phey were over
90. Befare my father, my grandfather
caught eels here. Before him, my
great-grandfather maybe. Maybe my
son will catch eels after me. So? AI-
ways the Thuots catch eels. I have a
i license which T renew every ning
| years. It gives me the sole uge of this
i spot. Three hundred dollars I pay tho
i Provincial Government each year,”
Eels That Pass in the Night.
{ We learn that the eel fishing season
ils short. It starts In May (this year,
|Mav 17th), and by September it is all

g ;over. Unlike scale fish, eels when they

have spent a certain length of time in
fresh water, travel down-stream to
the sea. This they always do in the
summer months, and always by night.
On moonlight nights they do not
travel in such numbers as on dark
nights. In this short perjod of frem
{three to four months, an average of a
jthousand eels are caught each night.
The method of capture is simple. At
the four points of the big zig-zag dam
are fixed wooden baxes, 5 feet x 3 by 3.
With a hinged lid, they are completely
enclosed except for a hole near the
bottom. Leading {into each box
;fhrough this hole is a long funnel-
‘ahaped wooden structure. The boxes
land funnels are submerged. The dam
and the wooden fences upon it make
,corndors down, which the eels are
forced to go. And once they enter the
| funnel and thence into the box they
;are trapped.

Every morning, Thuot and his help-
;’ers rise at three, put off from their
{shed in a flat-bottomed, punt-like
:boat, and row up the rapids to . the
traps The lids are opened and the
eels transferred to the boat by a big-
throated, stout net. The boat is spe-
i cially constructed, with overhanging
:planks around the gunwhales to pre-
jvent any sprightly eel from wriggling
out of the boat. With a big eatch—and
as many as 2,400 have been trapped in
one night—two or three trips are ne-
cessary in order to transfer the
squirmy cargo down-stream to the re-
ceiving boxes—stoutly timbered square
vats placed in the river—into which
the catch is tumbled, Later in the day
they are taken out and packed, still
alive, in barrels. Fifty pounds of ice

company : ,

ships them to H!!lw!d and !!Ol'my
New York and Chie
markets for eels, but
York State law, no fish oaught {n the

pays Thuot e!ihn cents a pound. Dur-
ing the war the rate was 12 cents. Af-

rising to the present figure, which
Thuot regards as good pay. Thuot’s

vears has totalled 3,000 pounds. His
average total for the season has been
100,000 pounds, At 11 cents a pound,
the income is easy to figure. His ex-
penses, including the Government li- |
cense fee, average $2,000  a season.

those parts of the stone
which are carried away by ice.

like a good return.
ous work while it lastf:
fences and boxes must be removed
from the river. Fach spring they
must be rebuilt. As the water level
of the apparatus must be made. The
writhing, slithering three
pound mass is laborious.

| four inch, cylinderical strips of gray
| flesh. They are smoked eel.

vest during that time
for Smoke_d eel, he figures will cost
- 30 cents a pouand. :

it cometh and whither it goeth. We
pull out the clippings and
from the EncyClopaedia.
“The Greek philosopher
said that eels have no sex and lay
no eggs, but spring from the entrails
of the sea,” we begin:
ther, that hundreds of years elapsed
before an Italian scientist, Syrski, of

eel as well as a female eel.

1873 a memorable one. How the male
ing all these centuries was considered
&n unfathomable mystery until L.
Jacoby, after much patient research,
announced that he had found no gen-

in length, whereas the females reached |
a lenzth of thiety-nine
more.”

well over three feet, sometimes.”
“Scientists tell us,” we

depths of the ocean, either in the vic-
inity of the West Indies or the Azores;
that the female eels spawn there and,

the are

eggs

ander a New |
Richelieu River may enter that State. |
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terwards it dropped to 8 cents, before ||

average daily catch for the last three

The very newest style is appar-

This covers wages and the cost of set- |
ting up his dam, fences and replacing |
barrage |
For four months work this sounds:

But it is strenu- !
Each fall the |

rises and falls, intricate adjustments |

daily work of handling and packing a |
thousand ’

Monsieur Thuot rises, goes to a cup- |
board and produces a jar wherein are |

He has |
{ a scheme for putting out canned eel, ||
’but as to that he can do nothing for 5
five years, for is not his entire har- |
contracted |
And now to consider the eel, whence |

extracts

Aristotle !
“We read ffir-

Trieste, discovered there was a male |
To be pre- |
cise, this revelation made the yearl

eel has kept himself out of sight dur- |

tlemen eels exceeding nineteen inches ;
inches or '
Monsjeur Thuot nods. “I catech them
continue, :

“that there is every reason to believe |
that all eels have their origin in the '

ent in our Fall Shoes. But next
to style comes QUALITY, and
when you choose FOOTWEAR
here you can depend upon it

that you are buying “mileage”

as well as style.

Dame Fashion sets the pace for
Autumn in Shoes of Light Tan.
This eelour carried 'extensively
by us, will distinguish the wear-
er as a person of alert style sense

Qur Shoes are Dec'idedly Different

MEN WANT COMFORT — RIGHT
HERE IS WHERE THEY GET IT.

MEN'’S

MAHOGANY SHADE BQOTS

Blucher style, wide fitting,

leather; Our Own Make.
attached. Sizes 6 to 10.

Special Price, Only $4 20

MEN’S

all solid

Rubber heels

and $5.00

BOX CALF BOOTS

Strong and durable for working. Blucher

style, made on a wide last.

This Boot

is Our Own Make and is. guaranteed to

be solid right through.
NOTE THE PRICE .. ..

MEN’S

g4 VICI KID BOOTS

The real leather
to.give real

to 10. Special Prices,

$4.50, $5.00

LITTLE GENTS
BOOTS

Sizes 6 to 10,

for comfort.
Blucher style, specially made up In
foot-<satisfaction;
rubber heels attached. Sizes 6

Special Price ..

-$4.00

WOMEN’S
CUSHION SOLE

- BOOTS

Just the thing for tender feet.
Rubber heels attached.

LADIES: SHOE VALUES

UP-TO-THE-MINUTE

STYLES.

LADIES’ STREET SHOES

In Dark Brown shade, medium toe and

heel; a good Shoe for Fall wear.

3 to 6.

THE"
Patent and Tan two-tone.

styles in ribbon ties and one-strap;
medium heels and new toe.

et - $3.29 $3.50,

FOR BOYS

Mahogany
shades; strong leather,

Sizes 10 to 1314 ..
Sizes 1 to 5%

Other styles in Boys'—

BIG BOOT VALUES

and ' Black

cher style, rubber heels.
.$2.50
.$2.85

Other styles in Youths'—
$2.50, $2.75, $3.00

$3.00, $3.30, $3.50

um
Blu-

w2

SPECIAL!

Ladies’ Light Tan 2

and stylish. Sizes 3 to 7.

Sizes

SPECIAL PRICES

$2.50,

$2.75,  $3.00

VERY NEWEST

Very dressy

SPECIAL PRICES

$4.50, $5.00, $6.00

FASHION PROCLAIMS

LIGHT TAN SHOES

FOR FALL WEAR.

-Strap medi-
very dressy

rr

rubber heels

SPECIAL PRICE

$3.90

Ladies’ Tan, ribbon tie, medium
rubber heels; a new model; all
sizes.

SPECIAL PRICE

$3.50

>

M

LL LT L L

In strong Box Calf Leather.
The “real” boot for boys. “Cur

Own Make” in Black. LADIES’ j PATENT SANDALS

Sizes 6 to 10 ..$2,00, 2.75, 2.80 Barefoot style, straps and buckles, low
All sizes just opened. Special Prlce

spawning, die; that
hatched as they float midway between .
sea-bottom and the surface; that thc;
haby eels (measuring less than an inch |
at birth), find their way to the rivers, !
swim upstream and remain in fresh |

Pecheur of Iberville, Province of Que-
Lec. He is the harvester of eels.
For some time we had carried in
r pocket a newspaper clipping an-

INFANTS’ BOOTS

In Rlack and Tan shades. Selid
leathior soles and heels. Special
Prices, $1.10, $1.20, $1,50 up.

R

He will be at his house in Fberville, 'go into each barrel first, then 100 1bs.
sleeping. of fish. Early on the fellowing morn-
We tramp the dusty road back to ing the barrels are collected by the

rubber heels.

+-$3.25

-

L e o o o KO SO S S S T 1

NY ciock or watch »ith the

be depended upon to give entire
satisfaction,

Big Ben and Baby Ben are, of
course, the best.-wMore attractive
jooking cases, more nearly dust-
proof, steady and repeat calis,

Sleep-Meter cames next with a
long steady ulurm, then B!ue Blrd

name Westclox on the dial can

-

The Westclox Family

America and Good Morning. -

Big Ben and Baby Ben are made
with both white and luminous dials.
J a;LkLautern is Sleep-Meter with

. dial. Black Bird bears the
same relation to Blue Bird. Pockes
Ben and Glo-Ben are alike except
for the face. :

Surely, there’s 2 Westclox at a
pricc you wﬂl be glad to pay.

WESTERN cmcx COMPANY, LA »smEv{LuNgs U. 8. A

water for about twelve years. Then
they are smitten with a desire to re- |
turn to_their birthplace.
down-stream te the sea, or to be|
caught in traps and sent to feed the
giurdy Germans and Dutch.”

Monsieur Thuot shakes his
doubtfully.

“We are even told by Compton'q
Picture Encyclopaedia that eels may |

hal

often be seen wriggling thtough wet‘

grass or along a muddy road, in search |
of fresh water.”
“HEH! HEH! HEH! HAW!

i roared the parrot.
i Monsieur Thuot smiles.
* “Maonsieur, for me the eels are born
:m the fresh water—in Lake George

Lake Champlain. I, myself, have
found in Lake George, young eels not
three inches long. Did they swim
from the middle of the Atlantic and
walk over muddy roads and, Monsieur,
! for me the eels don't lay eggs.”
i “No eggs, monsieur’," reiterates Mon-
"sieur Thuot. “You have eyes. I have
eyes.
be if we are lucky. Come!”

We mafch along the road until we
! have passed the dam and are below the
| rapids. We come to an unassuming

HAW!

They go (

| seems stunned. We go akhore.

You shall see for yourself, may-
| Again he probes, and a second object |

wooden shed and enter. Barrels are

! thigh boots, well-eeled overalls, and
an assortment of odds and ends that
fiave a Dickensian flaver. Monsieur
Thuot takes a stbut pole with a husky
net on the end. We embark on the
flat-bottomed boat and push over to
the half submerged box. Monsieur
Thuot rpjses the lid. The sunlight
pours ipte the pit, Pandemonium! It
is as if an oetopus with a  thousand
tentacles M been suddenly smitfen
with itch. One see & writhing, wrig-
gling, shimmying mass, fyr-
!ously
eels In that box. Ono ﬂmunnd eels
trying to get out.
Mons, Thuot Reveals
. Monsieur 'nuec

stacked in the middle of the fioor. The ; the year.
walls are hung with ropes, lanterms, |every eel I cut up has little eels in-
| side.
from the mouth or from the gills, I do

There are over . a. Buuumb :

Sizes 6 to 10, BIO“ n, $2.50, 2.85

P ARKER & MONROE Ltd., The Shoe Men

The eel
Thuot
hooks the eel’s head on a nail and
proceeds to skin it. Even when the
body is skinned and severed from the
head it conunues to twist itself into
knots.
Monsieur
his big expose.

floor. Again he does fit.

Thuot is about to make
Skilfully he dissects.

He cuts open what appears to be a.|

fleshy pouch situated slightly behind
the gills. Carefully he scrapes. Then
he thrusts the blade of the knife un-
der our nose. On it lies a pinkish,
semi-transparent, worm-like object
about three-quarters of an inch long.

lies on the blade, They wriggle slight-
1y. They are alive.

“Young eels,” announces Thuot.
“We are lucky. It is getting late in
But in the spring, almost
whether

How they' are bern,

not, know. See, you can see their
eyes.”

One canpot be a successful newspa-
per reporter without being sceptical.
With his clasp knife M. Thuot, on the
face of it, has just upset the theories
'of modern science as expounded by so
august a volume as “E™ of the Eney-
clopaedia Bntannica. ‘1t is rather a

poser.

= | muds in whieh they had lain duving |
~ jthe winter.

Y

The parrot, not being, present to;
ridicule us, we venture to ask M. i
Thuot whether -it might not be pos-
sible that the objects before us are
worms.

M. Thuot shrugs his shoulders. “I
know a worm when T see it,” he says. |
“I have fished for carp and other
scale fish. T know what worms look '
like in them. Worms haven't those
eyes. These are little eels. I my-
self, in Lake George, have seen them ,
when they-have grown to three inches, I
swimming' about. If they were worms
they could not bhe in that part of the
eel’s body. See—worms would be~
here.”. With his knife M. Thuot opens i
up more of the eel. “Here is where
the food passes through . Here there
would be worms, like a carp. But ne,
there are no worms.”

M. Thuot performs the same opera-
tion on the other eel, But*there are
no little eels.

M. Thuot sniffs at the wind.
afraid for the frost,” he says. “The
first frost ends our fishing. “ For the
eel finds it and he starts todig in for
the winter. The moment the eel finds
the frost he looks for a nice, muddy

bottom, and there he buries himself|gonsiders no

until spring. In early spring I have
caught eels that had parts of their
bodies colored decp red and other
parts blue and other parts a sort of
white, according to the shade of the |:

Yes, they bury themsel-
ves in the bottom of the lakes, in the
upper reaches of the rivers, until &u
winter is over. Then they make ﬁor

!
i ledge.

.takes an eel many,
{ grow three feet.

knife.

mﬁii

“Four pounds. Likely 50 or
60 years, maybe a hundred years. It
many years to
They live to be very,
very old.”

“How about the sclentific theery
that the eel originates in the ocean
and finds its way into the rivers,” we
ask.

“No selentist saw an eel going up-
;sueam Neither did 1,”

avers M.
“For me they are born in the
For' me they lay "no

Thuot
fresh water,

| eggs.”

We take leave of Monsieur Thuot.
We go back to town and get out the
Encyclopaedia. We turn to “Eels” and
we look at a picture showing types of
“Leptocephali,” or small, eel-like fish.

And, unless we are suffering from
some chronic eye complaint they are

exactly similar to the small specimens

we saw lying on the blade of Thuot's
The reading matter says they
“I'm hare pinkish and transparent. :

After ‘all, M. Thuet has been asso-

ciated with eels all his life, He ought
.to know something gbout them, - At
least he knows more about them than
did Aristetle, whom the Encyelepadiia
small potatoes.—Men- |

treal Daily star.
And Men Too

Do men use Taleum? It's a great

secret of course, but we are going to .
risk giving it away. Yes! men do use
lcum-—that is Three Flowers Tal-

--for their wives and lady; friends
M ‘to use Three Flowers, be-
uht and pleas-
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Quebec Southern
Power

6 1-2 p.c. Bonds

Due May 1st,-1945.

This Corporation serves ‘

light and power to 30 muw— !
¥ cipalities in the Laurentia:
district under generally ex-
clusive franchises. The ter- =

% ritory served has an erea of

% 3,000 square miles, is pros-
perous, and has a present |
populatlon of approximate-
i 60.000 which 1s showing

I recommend these bonds
for investment and will for-
. ward descriptive circulal

b upon- vaquest.

; Price: 100 and mter-
est to yield 61/2 p.c.

Bonus of two shares of |
common stock with each
51,000 bond

BernardD. Parsons ‘

Room 12 Muir Bldg.

" For the la,ce #rock is a slipper of
‘goft rose kid embossed with gold anl
green gold atﬂmming. 3

A frock of jersey has a veep knitf

ania hauumdxu colist
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y steady increase. 4
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