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Britain’s Royal 
Envoy in South America
(By WOODBINE PARISH, Lieut.-Col., 

1 British Army Chaplain; Chair­
man of the Argentine Club, 
London; Director of sev­

eral Anglo-Argentine 
Railway and other j 

Companies.) J

The visit of the Pfince of Wales to 
South America is of great historic 

»tind political interest in the light of 
past and present relations between 
Great Britain and Latin America. 
Moreover, to me personally, there is 
'an added and peculiar interest iif the 
i event—an interest derived from the 
(fact that I was born in Buenos Aires 
| and am at once a BritisB subject and a 
citizen of the Argentine Republic. My 
father, too, was for many years British 
Consul General and Charge d’Affaires 
in the country with whose fortunes 
my family have so long maintained 
an intimate association. Perhaps 
may be permitted to recall at leapt the 

> origin of that association. It has an 
(historic interest for North Americans 
^because, to a very large extent, the 
■work which my grandfather, Sir Wood- 

Ihine Parish, accomplished in 1825, 
'■when he negotiated and signed the 
treaty between Great Britain and Ar­
gentina, was the furtherance of a pol- 

f Icy to which Britain and the United 
1 States subscribed. This was also ac- 
(complished, if not actually in co-op- 
leration with, the diplomatic represen­
tatives of the United States, at least 
concurrently with their efforts to ac­
hieve precisely similar objects as 
those pursued by my grandfather.
. There is no need to relate in detail 
«11 the steps leading to the recognition 
by the British and United States Gov­
ernments of the independence of the 
South American republics. The two 
Anglo-Saxon nations followed a com­
mon policy In opposition to that fav­
ored by Europe and in direct antag­
onism to the pretensions and purposes 
jot the Holy Alliance. The leaders of 
(this policy were, on the British side,
I George Canning, Foreign Secretary, 
[«nd on the American side President 
bvionroe. They were determined that 
(a group, of young nations should be 
recognized, and that their indepen­
dence, won after a loug and bitter 
struggle, should be respected. Be­
hind President Monroe stood a united 
nation, but Canning had to play al­
most a lone hand, for not only were 
some of his Cabinet colleagues un­
sympathetic, but King George TV. was 
opeply hostile to the policy. It is this 
fact that made Canning’s attitude to­
ward South America so bold, and gave 
It so much political importance. Can­
ning may be alleged to have prompt­
ed, if he did’not inspire, the Monroe 
Doctrine. Through Richard Rush, 
then United States Minister In Lon­
don, he made overtures for the pos­
sible co-operation of tho United States 
with Great Britain to prevent a hos­
tile enterprise of the European pow­
ers against Spanish America. Ke also 
urged Rush, to endeavor to secure a 
firm declaration in American policy. 
In October 103, Canning notified 
France and the United States that 
Great Britain intended to recognize 
l he new Republics. In December 
President Monroe promulgated his 
Famous doctrine. Gicat Britain's for­
mal recognition of the republics was 
announced to the world on January!, 
1824.

Sir Woodbine Parish, who had been 
pn the foreign service of England 

race he was a boy of sixteen and was 
ow only 87, bad already been select- 
d by Canning to proceed to the River 

(Plate and report on conditions among 
(the revolted colonies, in anticipation 
jjof a treaty with them. He sailed tor
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Buenos Aires on Dec. 21, 1823, reach­
ing his destination three and a hi 
months later At Buenos Aires the 
little colony of Britons and Americans 
gave the first British Consul-General 
a warm welcome. He found a " gen­
ial and sympathetic colleague In Caes­
ar; A. Rodney, Minister for the United 
States, who was also looking for' a 
treaty of commerce with “the United 
Provinces, of the River Plate,” as Ar­
gentina was then designated. At the 
official celebration of M»y 25, the an­
niversary of the first revolt of 1810, 
Rodney and Parish were the Joint 
guests of honor. Rodney, speaking in 
English, proposed the toast of V’Tho" 
State of Buenos Aires,” bht Parish, 
who had been quicker to learn Span­
ish, made a great hit. by delivering 
his speech in that tongue. Rodney 
was taken ill some days after the 
banquet and died jnet when about to 
enter into a friendly battle with my 
grandfather to be the first to secure 
a treaty. Parish wont ahead with h1s 
negotiations and after months of very 
strenuous work—during which he 
found the Argentines exacting in their 
demands and unversed in diplomatic 
procedure—the famous treaty of 
“amity, commerce and navigation" was 
at last signed oh Feb. 2, 1825. Those 
who are familier with South Ameri­
can history attach considerable sig­
nificance to the fact that the Prince 
of Wales is visiting several of the re­
publics in the year that marks the 
centenary of the treaty with Argen­
tina, and the foundation of British 
political and commercial relations 
with practically the whole of Latin. 
America. In the hundred years that, 
have passed there has been no serious j 
difficulty between Great Britain and 
her South American friends. The 
Treaty has been faithfully observed 
on both sides and still stands as the 
basis of the good-will, mutual under­
standing, and close commercial re­
lations that now obtain.

REASON OF PRINCE’S VISIT.
It ts rather remarkable, bearing in 

mind Britain’s century-old friendship 
for South America, that this is the 
first time she has Kent there such an 
important Ambassador as the Prince • 
of Wales. Even that statement needs 
correction, for the Prince is not being 
“sent", but is responlng to an invi­
tation that came originally from Ar­
gentina, to which, Chile and Uruguay 
have also subscribed. Great Britain 
has maintained the usual diplomatic 
relations with the South American 
countries, and on rare occasions has 
Bent out special missions, but has not" 
done as much In this direction as 
some of us would like, and has lagged 
behind the United States In recognit­
ion of the importance of Latin Ameri­
ca from the political standpoint. Fut 
instance, South America has been vis­
ited by such prominent Americans— 
jrequently in their pubHc capacity-^., 
as the late President Roosevelt, Bain- 
bridge Colby, ex-Secretary of State, 
end General Pershing. The United 
States has an Embassy In Argentina, 
while Britain still maintains only a 
legation. Another significant feature 
of the Prince’s visit is that it is the 
flsst time a member of the British 
royal family has formally and official­
ly set foot In South America. Forty- 
five years ago King George, then a 
young naval officer, spent two or thre» 
days in Buenos Aires, and before him 
his uncle, the late Duke of Edinburgh, 
also visited some of the republics, but 
these visits were merely Incidental to 
cruises on which they happened to 
be engaged. The Prince of Wales is 
Baking his tour under quite different 
auspices. He Is the Invited gnest of 

group of republics and is visiting 
them as official representative of the 
British Nation.

There is neither mystery nor motive 
nor strangeness of purpose in the vis­
it of the Prince to South America. 
Apart from the fact that Great Britain 
is a very old friend of South America,
It is natural that, having travelled 
very widely- and having visited all 
parts of the world except Latin Am­
erica, he should age that quarter of 
the globe. It ts, Ihdeed, surprising,
In view of the Anglo-South American 
relations, that periodical visits of 
British royalties have not long since 
been regular Incidents. That Great 
Britain ts a monarchy and the Soeth 
American countries republics has 
nothing to do with it, To the South 
American peoples we British attribute 
a genuine desire to welcome a man 
whs has attracted world-wide atten­
tion, and we take it" nationally as a 
compliment that they are really sin­
cere In their wish to receive the 
Prince ae the official representative 
of their oldest friend amongst the Eu­
ropean powers. To look beyond this 
simple explanation for a motive, or 
political object for thé vieit, J3eems to 
be as unnecessary es it is futile. There 
can be uo political consequences of 
the visit other than to strengthen al­
ready existing relations. Great Brit- , 
a&" throughout the war received " sym­
pathetic support and material assis- 
tance from South America, and every­
body is aware that when the United 
States gave a strong lead several of 
the republics came in on the side of 
the Allies.

The eeonomlc purposes of the 
Prince’s visit, however, are . of con­
siderable importance. Valuable par­

ity must accrue both to Great Brit­
ain and South America as one result 
Despite the fact that British invest­
ments in South America are enormous;
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largely dependent upon them for food 
supplies and. stocks of raw.materials, 
British Ignorance of those countries 
it. simply appalling—an ignorance that 
extends to the simplest facts of his­
tory and geography and that very fre­
quently does grave.injustice. For In­

stance, the South American nations 
are regarded as being always in a 
state of upheaval' and revolution, 
when the truth is that they are or­
derly, highly civilized, cultured, demo­
cratic and progressive. If we can re­
gard the dissipation, of such ignorance 
in "Great Britain as a political conse­
quence which will follow the" Prince's 
visit, tlièn he Is" undertaking the flneit 
political mission that, was ever en­
trusted to anybody. The value of the 
publicity which Great Britain is like­
ly to derive from the tour should not 
be overlooked. It will be a logical

STRONG TRADE POSITION. , that so far as the Argentine Republic 482,2*6,400.

have been preparing fqr an increase 
in trade as a result of the Prince’s 
visit. They are aware that already

British manufacturers and exporters , * «ncerusd Great Britain had a re­
cord year in 1924, and "wa* easily first 
among the nations in the matter of
sales of merchandise. Great Britain’s ; Australia and the other British 19?

there is a lively interest among South , posltion in Argentina, in epmparison ( figures just given tell
I with her biggest trade e’CunpetitQ|*r,is their ,own story. Great Britain hasAmerican merchants in such seeming­

ly trivial things as the kind of ties 
the Prince wears ; his style of clothes 
and his predilections in the matter of 
hats, pipes, tobacco pouches, and so 
on. But those who may agree that 
there is no political motive or pur­
pose behind his visit may still require 
an assurance that, the tour has not

and natural consequence of an evejtt , been arranged-to stimulate British
trade. To satisfy them let it be saidof wide public interest if the South 

Americans come to know more about 
Great Britain and the British than 
they know to-day. I am not suggest­
ing that the Prince is a sort of mutual 
publicity agent, though he has, indeed, 
good-humoredly described himself ss 
a national asset in this sense. Never­
theless, publicity inevitably follows 
from his movements.
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easily seen from the following vggures 
showing the exports tG>jFthe*j|igj|ed 
Kingdom, the United states and Ger­
many for four vital years in commer­
cial history. These figures are from 
Argentine official statistics, the valves 
being in gold pesos, which an» almost 
equivalent to American dollati :

1910—Great Britain, $117,908,881; 
United States, $52,195, 566; Germany, 
$66,896,941.

1913—Great 
United States,
$83.933,786.

1918—Great Britain, $124,960,108; 
United States, $168,606,$48; Germany, 
$221,628.

1924—Great Britain $173440,073; 
United States, $163,612,720; Germany,

Niagara Falls Has Nothing On This.

ÏÇICHARP HUD NUT
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before applying

Britain, $154,053,513; 
$73,012,668; Germany,

more than held her pre-war position; 
the tiSîîed States has substantially 
maintained the trade which she so 
valuably developed during the war, 
and Germany has regained what she 
lost. In the other- republics the posi­
tion leaflet so satisfactory, perhaps, 
from the British point of view. The 

1,6148 tb.eMead in Brazil, 
and In one or two other instances ,1s 
also ahead of Britain.
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answer to the question 
6ne would require toReturns " as they affect In’'^ 
countries;' Clearly it ls 
for 'â powerful ' competitor 
Unlffe'd states to enter any «59 
but her activity militating \ 
measure against those who 1 
in thât fleiif; andclearlv .i™”6 
Britain’s

Nearly, al8o,t 
participation tn ^

must hâve éûtfered as a con ' 
of the vigorous development 
past ten years. - It would h ( 
be better to fviit it in another « 
the tlrited ’States were not 
Great Britain’s share of the ‘ 
would be larger than it alr . ' 
But Great Britain is not so m,, 1 
able as to expect any nation al 

! lapse into inactivity for its 1 *
! benefit. It is also to be rememi; 
l that Latin America is uniformly ' 
perous, progressive and devele! 
Its purchasing power is tncrej 
Hence the volume of trade in .

! all nations may participate is ^
, growing. There is no doubt, t 
much of the trade of the United c 
is new trade—the sale of special « 
chandise such as agricultural mat 
ery, automobiles, typewriters add y 
lar lines in which the British , 
facturer has never held pre-emlm 
in South American trade, 

j Whatever might be the conclus).
: of those who, unlike myself, claijri 
i be trade experts, the fact remains 5 
j Great Britain holds a very stm 
j position in South America, it n'J 
j position in which she is entrent 
i by reason of her enormous mwl 
; ments in public service utilities sj 
j as railways, tramways, gas, light t 
power Installations. In Argentina,! 

j instance, these Investments repress 
i over $1,500,000,000 and British 
j necessarily have first consideration! 
the part of those operating tlj 
utilities. It has been said that ( 
early association with the derjlsjl 
ment of South America the Brtdi 
gained a. virtual monopoly of the trail 
That may be true, but it is equal 
true that the British have never abi 
ed the privilege which they créa 
for themselves, nor ruthlessly exploit 
ed their monopoly. To-day this stagj 
to the credit and advantage of Qri 
Britain, who possesses the good wi 
and appreciation derived from a i 
tury .of. solid trade. Great BriU 
neither desires nor expects to 
a vast and rich field like South And 
ca entirely to hersCIf. She is in coril 
petition with the world and she knoij 
it.

-To "the"British figures should be ad- 
ded"approximately another $7,000,00.0, 
eprtShnting exports from Canada,

1 nofnolio n Ik.
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Erosion at Niagara
Engineers report the rapid bresti 

down of the escarpment at the cej 
of the famous Horseshoe Fa 11s- 
is to say, the Canadian side. 
Niagara Falls—creating a 
through which an increasing vola) 
of Niagara’s water is passing, toi 
detriment, of the American side of 11 
falls. With the co-operation of I 
Canadian Governmént, without vhi 
nothing can be done, Secretary H«| 
Bert Hoover proposes that a 
engineering works ■ be undertaken i 
a point just above the notch to din 
the water more evenly'over the ’ 

i of the falls on the American and CM 
diaii sides,' and prevent a furl 
breakdown by erosion of the escib 
ment, estimated to-day as progrei 
at this place at the rate of rive "i 
per year. American engineers 

j monstrated by a working model til 
Mr. Hoover’s statement is, at letitl 
theoretically true, and unless sfitr| 
thing is done the “falls will comm 
suicide from a scenic point of view."

World’s Fastest Lifts
Three small electric lifts that he 

been installed In the cloak-room of H 
Savoy Hotel, London, are the sw 
est in the world. Their speed is neat'| 
ly seventy miles an hour.

When a button ls pressed, the B 
with its cargo of hats and coats i 
shot like a rocket to a rpom 100 W| 
above- in a little over one and a had I 
seconds. This tremendous speed is oil 
tained by fitting each lift with a spe-l 
daily-wound electric motor and coa-| 
trolling gear.

Coats are brushed and hats are poM 
ishçd when they reach their destin»’I 
tion. Then they, are placed in vcM'l 
lined receptacles until their corn*| 
ponding number is sent up thn 
the pneumatic .tube that runs aW| 
side the lifts.-.


