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Railway
Resolutions.

‘Member for Placentia & St. Mary’s
Raps Government Hard -+ Extra

Weight of Taxation for New-

foundland.

THURSDAY, July 14.
.* Mr. Chairman. As Sir Michael Cash-
‘in, the leader of the Opposition, has
‘been unavoidably called away for a
short while, I intend to make a few
remarks on the Resolutions now be-
fore the' Chair. I fully realize Sir, that
anything I may say will not‘have prob-
ably the slightest effect on the Govern-
ment or in any way cauSe them to
amend the Resolutions which are now
‘before this Committee. Undoubtedly
this Government takes the stand that
they were elected to this House by .a

.majority of the people of Newfound-}

land, and I presume they take it they
have a mandate from the electorate to
impose those resolutions on a confid-
“ing people, and I am safe in leaving
the present Government to the verdict
of the people who sent them here in
the event of their putting through these
iniquitous Resolutions as they now
stand. While, Sir, I do not anticipate
.that anything I may say will alter
these resolutions, still I would be re-
screant in my duty to the people who
sent me here, if I stood by and gave
‘silent consent to imposing a further
/burden on the people of Newfoundland
.of a million and a half dollars. One
- 0f the greatest statesman of the age
gives the meaning of the word parlia-
ment as “speaking one’s mind without
fear or favor.” Well I am here this
evening and am prepared to call a
spade a spade. I am prepared in so far
as lies in my power to show the Gov-
ernment wherein I think they are
wrong, wherein I think it would be a
.gross injustice for this House to vote
a million and a half dollars to meet a
- deficit on the operating account of the
Reid Newfoundland Compoany from
July 1st 1921 to June 30th 1922. I am
not speaking here to embarrass the
Government in any way, because I am
quite positive there are men on that
side of the House who are just as anxi-
ous to get the best possible terms as
I am, and I am sure they will realize
that the expression of opinion I am
-making here to-night, and the critic-
isms that I may make, will be made
.with the best intentions, and as far as
“in my power I am prepared to use
‘“what ability I have to help out and as-
sist the Government in carrying out
_Some policy to operate the Railway in
““this country. I am not up here criticiz-
*4ng those resolutions because I am un-
<Hfriendly to the Reids or the Reid in-
..terests. I have always found them most .
‘obliging in anything I had to do with
“them, but, Sir, we owe our allegiance'
‘to our country this evening, and not
to a Company, and whether the Reids ,
.do or do not take my remarks as|
friendly or otherwise is immaterial. |
‘But, after the information we
#have dragged from the Government in
“*onnection with the operation of the
railway for the past twelve months,
and the further information that it is
“absolutely necessary to have tabled in
'\this House before a proper discussion
of these Resolutions can be undertak-
en, I say, even after reading and
diagnosing the figures which we have
~Teceived, T am quite convinced that it
“is absalutely unnecessary for this
‘House to vote the million and a half
dollars asked for under those resolu-
tions, and Mr. Chairman, before I have
finished my remarks, and I would like
the men opposite, particularly the lay-
men of the party to follow my remarks.
If the analysis which I have made does
not coincide with their analysts, then I
would ‘like them to ask me any ques-
tion which strikes them and see after
I have discussed the matter with them,
if-they will not agree with me. It is
not my intention, Mr. Chairman to try
and browbeat or bully any man in
this House, on one side or the other,
to vote for or against those Resolu-
tions; but, Sir, I want every man to
realize that a very large number of
people of the different Districts sent
those men here to safeguard the Trea-
gury of this country-and to see that
they got proper returns for the money
that is going to be expended. I want
every member of this House, on both
sides, to bear in mind the fact‘that af-
‘ter we have debdted this question to
the best of our ability, to re*ze that
it the Government votes' ¢ Eive this
$1,500,000 to the Reid Newfoundland
Company, théy are placing a further
burden of $30.00 on every family|
throughont the length and breadth of
Newfoundland, placing a heavy burden
upon them, that will take some ex-
plaining. Look what that means. Look
what that $30.00 will come to in thirty
years from now. Figure it out with in-
terest and compound interest, and then
E would ask you in all sincerity to
se and think well. Unless thig is
ysolutely a party measure, I ask you
mgen to pause before you decide to vote
away a million and a half dollars of
your constituents money, before you
away '$30.00 from every family
throughout the length and breadth of
Newfoundland. 'Now Sir, I might say
that I was very much disappointed in
the report that was brought in here
by 8ir George Bury in connection with
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I made. My friend over there the Min-
ister of Justice, told me, not in this
House,, he told me I did not know
anything about Railway work. Well, I
did a little Railway work with the
Reid Newfoundland Company, and he

-sald it was a fluke, my decision about

re-railing, I am glad to be able to state

‘that Sir George Bury told meas he al-

8o told you, that the re-ralling of the
Rallway at the present time is not
necessary, 8o much for BSir George
Bury's report,

NO POLICY OUTLINED.

“There are a. lot 6f reports, to be
dealt with in this discussion here. We
will take, the Resolutions which were
introduced by the Prime Minister.
These I regret to say, do not throw
much further light on the subject. We
have been led to expect that some po-
licy would be outlined and we had
been led to expect some explanation
of how that policy was going to be car-
ried out, and furthermore we had rea-
son to suppose that we would be given
some explanation why the financial
assistance to the enormous amount re-
quired was to be given. We expected,
Sir, that some estimate, some plaus-
ible reason, some - plausible excuse
would be given as to why the Treasury
of this country should be asked to
hand out a further sum of a million
and a half dollars to meet the deficit
in the operating expenses of a Railway
Company that had already contracted
for the next thirty years to operate

our Railway system. But, we waited in-

vain, and after the Prime Minister had
introduced and tabled his Resolutions,
we were as much in the dark as be-
fore they had been brought in. During
the few remarks which he made, some
questions were asked of him informal-
ly across this House, for certain in-
formation, and I will be honest enough
to admit that the Prime Minister was
only too pleased to get this informa-
tion, but sir, he introduced those Re-
solutions and he should have been pre-
pared. This is no small measure, this
vote of a million and a half dollars,
nothing two-penny-half-penny about
it. The Prime Minister would have
saved considerable time if he had come
in here fortified with all the informa-
tion that was essential for the favor-
able reception of those Resolutions by
the members of the Opposition. It is
all very well, Mr. Chairman, for the
members on the Government side of
the House. They are aware of all that
is going on, they have their party
meetings and the Prime Minister, no
doubt, takes' them into his confidence
and gives them all the statistics that
are required to give them the neces-
sary assurance that the measure he is
introducing is the only measure that
can be introduced, and that it is in the
best interests of th€ Country that those
Resolutions should be carried by the
Government. But I am sure you will
realize that we men on this side of the
House, who have not had the same op-
portunity of knowing the real facts in
connection with the rail-
way must insist’ on getting all the
information we can before we decide
to give our support to a measure of
this kind. Now, Sir, what are the state-
ments the Prime Minister should have
brought into this House when he tabl-
ed these Resolutions. Well, in the first
place, he told us he wanted a million
and a half dollars to meet the losses
on the Railway in 1921-1922. I, for one,
am not prepared to accept this as a
gospel fact. I contend, Sir, and I think
rightly, that the Prime Minister should
have told us why there is going to be
that deficit. The Prime Minister should
have told us what the estimated re-
venue would be under the new sche-
dule for operating the Road from July
1, 1921 to June 30, 1922. He should
have told us, or he should have' had
somebody work out for him, what the
estimated earning power of that road
would be fpr 1922, When the Resolu-
tions were introduced in an informal
way at the last sitting of this House, I
asked the Prime Minister if he had
any idea of what the estimated revenue
and the estimated expenditure would
be for the year 1921-1922. He told me
he had not the figures. with him, but
he had them in his possession. Well,
Sir, I think it is high time those fig-
ures were tabled here, because before
we can give the ncssary -amount of
time to intelligently discuss and debate
this matter, we should have every pos-
sible figure that is available, we should
know everything the Government
knows, and by doing that the Govern-
ment would be shortening the debate
and not prolonging it as they are like-
1y to do. The Prime Minister in intro-
ducing those Resolutions, should have
gone a little more into detail. He
should have explained things much
better than he did, and I say again
that the explanation of those Resolu-
tions which he did give was a disap-
pointment. He should have informed
this House if any part of the $1,500,-
000 is to be used in connection with
any deficit which may be made in the

gSir, and then only

way out after doing.

guard that million and )
‘safeguard it, tie it up so'that not one
cent of the money can be used or spent

of our Road. A
AN IMMENSE SUM OF MONEY.

The first question, Sir, that I am‘i
sure strikes the members of this
House, is, have we had sufficient in-
formation to lead us to suppose that

lion and a half dollars. It seems an
immense sum of money. Let us
think for a moment. What happened
last year under.Government control.
Government control is the worst thing
that could happen—so it is said—
lavish expenditure all round. Now
what did we find under Government
control last year? What was the de-

prices were at their zenith, = when
cdal was worth its weight  in. gold,
when. labour -was at top. notch, when
all the materials used in connection

at top notch price, what did: we ‘find?
A deficit” of $1,600,000. ‘That ' deficit
can be explained considerably, -and
that is the reason, Sir, why 1 for one.
am not going to vote a million and:a
half dollars to meet an anticipated de-
ficit next year, unless the Reid Nfid.
Company are prepared to share their
proportion of that'logs. 'We must bear
in mind, Mr. Chairman, that “last
year we ran a tri-weekly service. We
must bear in mind again, that the
price of everything was at its height
including labour. We must remem-,
ber that last year we ran a tri-
weekly service across Newfoundland;
we must bear in mind that we ran
four trains daily from St. John’s ‘to
Carbonear. We must bear in mind
that we ran daily trains on the other
branch lines, and then, Sir, we must
take this fact into consideration, that
this year those resolutions only call
for a semi-weekly service across:
country, unless' the -‘passenger and |
freight service demand it. We must'
realise that the branch lines, instead
of a daily service, are giving us a
tri-weekly service. We must also!
bear in mind, Mr. Chairman, that as
soon as the snow comes. the branch;
lines will be shut down. We must
bear in mind that the line from Hum-
bermouth to Millertown Junction
across the Topsails will be closed
down. We must recognize the fact,
that the cost of every-|
thing is dropping. I must ask you,'®
Sir, if it is not right that the mem- |
bers on both sides of the House
should realize the fact that there is
bound to be a reduction of at least
tweney-five per cent. on the cost of
operating next year. I am sure that
the men on the other side of the
House, after weighing those facts
carefully, and if they are as much in-
terested in Newfoundland as I am,
will not feel justified in voting a mil-
lion and a half dollars this year when
the deficit last year as I stated, was
only $1,600,000. There is bound to
be, and there will be, a big decrease
in the cost of operating on the cur-
tailment of trains alone. Now, if the
contractors at the present time can-
not see their way clear to operate
this road, and they have no other
Solution to offer, the best thing for
them to de is.to tell .the Government
to take the railway, and they will pay
you their forfeit of $250,000, and let
the matter be decided one way or the
other for the future. What’s the use
of putting off the evil day. It was a
mistake, last year, a grave mistake,
for the Railway Commission to take
over that railway, it was something
that was not authorized by this House.
Look at the result. ‘We were asked in
this House last year to.vote a million
dollars for a specific purpose. There |
was no_mention: of. a Commisslon,'
there was no mention of taking over
the railway, we voted 'that million
dollars fer railway purposes and not-
withstanding the remarks that have
been made from the other side of the
House ‘that the money was not ear-l

mhrked for specific purposes in the
Bill, but'I remember distinctly, when
the resolutions were 'brought down,
and when wée were told just how that
money was going to be spent, we were
told that there would be $50,000 for a
terminal at Port aux Basques. I
think that has been done. We were
told that there would be $300,000 for
fish plates; that has not been done,
and I am very glad. We were told
that $150,000 would be spent on ter-
minal improvements .in St. John’s
West, that has not been domne. If it
had been':done it would have given |
employment when it was badly need-
ed. We were also told that a certain
amount would be for box cars and flat
cars. Some money has been spent
_upon’ this, and Sir Michael Cashin,
Leader of the Opposition, in his re-
marks here this evening gave a very
good explanation of the way this
money has been spent. That money,
Sir, has not been spent to the satis-
faction of the Government them-
selves. As to the expenditure made
by the Commission in relation to
box cars and flat cars being 'satisfac-
tory I am not in a position to say, but
it the statements which were made
here this evening by the Leader of
the Opposition are correct, then, sir,
the Railway Commission has no reas-
on to be proud of the way that matter
has been handled. i

NOT A PROPER SOLUTION.

Now, I am not yet convinced, and: I
have very good reason to feel that
hon. méembers on both sides of the
House are not convinced, and are not
satisfied that the reselutions as they:
now stand are the proper solution of
this railway problem. If the

in any way éxcept on actual operation | B

there is going to be a deficit of a mil- |

ficit last year? Last year when all ,

with the operation of the road were |

Women’s White

Reduced to $2.00 the pr.
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To-day we start a Great Clearance Sale of Women’s White Shoes and
Boots. It will be a Full Speed Sale from-the word go! ‘

No:Culled Over stock but a Sale of White Footwear for Women. We al-
ways clean up one Season’s Stock of White Shoes before the opening of an-
other Season! That’s the Whole Story and the reason why' you can buy
White Shoes at the Very Low Prices we mention below.

It ‘will pay you exceedingly well to anticipate your future wants and

‘Buy Your White Footwear Now!

Canvas Boots

High-Cut Laced Spool Heel
Regular $3.00, $3.50 and $4.00 values

All sizes in this lot.
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Women’s White Canvas

Button Boots

With High and Low Heels

Regular $3.00 value.

Now Selling at $1.50 pr.
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Women’s White Oxfords & Pumps

Regular $3.50 and $4.00 values.

Now Selling at $2.50

All pointed toes and spool heels.

’
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A Few Pairs of WOMEN'S WHITE BOOTS

High-Cut Laced as illustrated

Sizes 614 and 7.

Only $1.00 the pair
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Sale Starts Tuesday Morning at 9 o’clock.
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Secure Your Sizes Early.

The Shoe Men
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