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a great many every year through the 
winter, but were unable to handle 
tlit! quantity offered. Consequently 
tney contracted with the farmer to do 
the feeding, paying him the current 
price at the time of delivery on a price 
stipulated in the contract. This mode 
of business enabled the farmers to 
t nance his venture, he was sure’ of 
selling and the banks would advance 
money on the strength of these con­
tracts.’

“Who fixes the prices named in the 
contracts?"

-‘Burns & Oo. give instructions as to 
what price to pay."

“By having these contracts do you 
prervent competition?"

"Tossibly. As far as the cattle con­
tracted for are concerned it does. It 
also allows the farmer to arrange for 

. the delivery of his stock, and as a 
natural consequence, fix a higher and 
steadier price.

• Do you use any pressure to obtain 
contracts?"

To this question Mr. Puffer gave 
an emphatic dentil. He had never 
i ttempted to force a farmer to sign n 
contract with the tiireat that he would 
j;ot take his cattle when they were 
r..ady. He frequently urged the farm- 
lv to carry them over and feed them, 
l-'aither, be stated that he never re­
fused to sign a contract. The con­
tract was not designed as an instru­
ment of tyranny, but a business-like 
and feasible arrangement to distri-

BEEF COMMISSION AT LACOMBE Edmonton. Under these circumstances 
it would be playing the part of a com­
petitor with private enterprise.

He further stated that the market 
and demand for cured meats was be­
ing supplied by local manufacture in 
a greater measure than ever before, and 
that the day was not far away when 
home consumption would be met by 
home production.

Commissoner Campbell — "Is there 
any combine of the butchers or retail 
meat dealers

Butter Direct From Milkyears ago. If the present prices of 
beef and pork held the former would 
be alright. He thought that present 
prices were due to the unprecedented

MONDAY’S EVIDENCE.
Lacombe, July 9—The proceedings 

of the Beef Commission today promise The Ideal Butter Separator will take Butter direct fiom Sweet Milk 
it from Sour Milk and Sweet and Sour Cream. . It costs but $24.00 
size ; and $40.00 for 24 gal. size. If you are interested write for pai 
away with the Cream Separator and Churns of all kinds.
Milk in less time than a ~ 
combines botli the working qualities of the Crei 
either one Or the other.

EVERY SEPARATOR GUARANTEED TO DO AS REPRESENTED
AGENTS WANTED.

Minutes. It will also take 
6»1. size ; $35.00 for 15 «*!,' 

$. This Bu/fter Separator does 
It separates the butter direct from the Sweet 

Cream Separator separates the Cream from the Milk. Our Ideal Butter Separator 
am Separator and the Barrel Churn at a less cost than

to be more interesting and to reveal 
more of the root of the grievances that 
the farmers and ranchers of Western 
Canada are laboring under than was 
brought out at the sittings yester-
^*rhe evidence of the local agent of 

P. Bums & Co., who, it is said, con­
trols the prices at the beck and nod 
of the Calgary cattle king, will be on 
the stand, and, under the insidious 
coaching and examination of Counsel 
Nolan the public is assured that all 
will be told, “nothing extenuate nor 
aught set down in malice."

The Commission opened yesterday 
morning. All the members were pres­
ent and business began promptly. 
During the day some 8 witnesses were 
examined. The burden Of the evid­
ence was to the effect that there was 
absolutely no competition and that 
prices "were controlled "by P. Burns & 
Co., and that the farmer was at the 
mercy of this monopoly. Further, the 
farmers were not encouraged in the 
production of prime stall fed or grain 
fed teef, for the buyers did not pay,as 
a rule, any higher for this quality 
than for hay fed beef. It was also 
submitted in evidence that if small 
shippers attempted to send their

ligh prices of beef in the old country. 
His plan to remedy the evil was to 
have agents at the terminal and in­
itial shippinig points handling the 
cattle for farmers’ co-operative organ­
izations.
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in this provnee to keep 
up the price of retailed meats?”

'Not that I know.”Mr. Puffer-
“How do you fix the prices?”
"When live stock prices are high we 

raise the prices of the low cuts. The 
good cuts and loin steaks remain prae- 
tcally stationary. We never calculate 
on any profit when prices are high in 
the spring.”

James Sharpe, who has lived eleven 
years in Lacombe district, spoke as 
a cattle breeder. He declared him­
self in favor of excluding imported 
bulls from the annual pure-bred bull 
sale at Calgary. He found the sale 
an excellent means of disposing of 
his stock.

TUESDAY’S EVIDENCE.
Staff Correspondence.

Lacombe, July 9—The Beef Commis­
sion ended its work at Lacombe today 
and will open again at Erskine Thurs­
day in the heart of the ranching 
country lying east of this place. Dur­
ing its sessions fifteen witnesses have 
been examined.

The problem before the commission 
here was that of the mixed farmer who 
has but a few cattle for sale each year. 
The district produced about $100,000 
worth of beef cattle last year, which 
represented the production of a great 
number of farmers. The chief com­
plaint of the mixed farmers is like 
that of the rancher—the want of cop- 
petition. They are unable to guage 
the local market by the outside mar­
kets, and the only market they know 
is the one fixed by P. Burns & Co. 
or Gordon, Ironsides & Co.

The hog raisers complain of the un­
steadiness of the local market, when 
there is no variation or decline in 
outside points like Winnipeg, Mon­
treal or Chicago. They claim that

The Iroquois Manufacturing Ç©
Limited, Iroquois, Ont

LandsHe thought home-bred 
bulls were just as good as imported 
bulls and better acclimatized. On­
tario breeders sent only their inferior 
bulls to the_Calgary sale. If the best 
were sent only a few of the big breed­
ers could touch the prices asked for 
them. He supported the view that 
a government inspector should de­
termine what bulls should or should 
not be sold at the annual sale.

Wm. Craft's Evidence.
During the afternoon four witnesses 

were examined.
Wm. Craft, who lives twenty-seven 

miles east di Lacombe, was the first. 
He had been feeding cattle for P. 
Burns & Co. for the last six years. 
He took the cattle in the fall, and fed 
them over winter at so much a head. 
In 1906 he was paid $9 a head for 
feeding them with hay. There was 
only a verbal agreement between the 
parties. He started that year at $7 a 
head, but as wages increased, he was 
allowed $9. Last year he fed 174 
head at $12 per head in the same 
way.

James L. Walters Heard.
James L. Walters, of Hoynes, said 

he lived in Alberta for fifteen years. 
He raised beef cattle for market. 
The last sale he made was last month 
to a man named Shaw for delivery 
Ttfly 20th at 4 1-4 .cents, subject to a 
ihrinkage of 5 per cent. Nothing was 
stated in the terms of sale of the 
ihrinkage, but he knew that such 
lotion was customary with the 
buyers.

Last November he sold fifteen beef 
cows to Mr. Puffer for $30 ahead. He 
bought the settlers had very little 
to say in fixing the price, though 
they were not confined to one buyer. 
Asked if he knew who fixed the 
□rices, he said he had no means of 
knowing except what the buyer told 
him. ,,,

Last year he sold seventy hogs for 
$5.40, but didn’t jinow who fixed the 
price. He imaguutf Bujns^lid.

Mr. NoTan—“Why is pork so high 
this spring?" ;

“A buyer came in from British Col­
umbia and it rose from $5 65 to 
$7.00.”

Mr. Walters stated that since the 
British Columbia buyer had left the 
district, pork had dropped in price.

“Is growing pork profitable?"
“Yes, if we could get a price pro­

portionate to that of the cured pro­
duct sold here."

Here Mr. Walters explained that 
dealers and packers in Winnipeg and 
Chicago were able to step into our 
market, and sell at a profit after 
paying for a long haul and higher 
□rices for their live stock. If pork 
producers in Alberta got a reason­
able price for their hogs they could 
?ive an unlimited supply to packers 
here, who had such a splendid mar­
ket for cured pork products both in 
Alberta and in British Columbia.

Henry Langrock, of Lacombe, and 
Wm. Gilbert, oi Haynes, gave similar 
evidence, stating if the farmers were 
assured of, a steady' reasonable price 
for their hogs, there was no limit to 
the industry in the LCcombe dis­
trict.

We have purchased from the Western Canadian Land Co., Ltd., ! 
al thousand acres north of Morinville, in the famous Elk Park Valley. St. Louis, July 7—-A neisjj 
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Several coal mines are located in and adjoining our lands, and the Ca­
nadian Northern Railroad runs thro ugh the center of our block.

The Commission yesterday directed 
its attention chiefly to the grievances

The The Amercan Canadan Oil Company have their oil-boring machin 
ery on the ground and it will be in o peration in a short time.

port and for the butchers because 
there was no square deal in it for 
them. The expressed great hope in 
the development of the pork packing 
industry along the C. &. E. line.

It was also stated that many farm­
ers were unable to invest money in 
pure bred stock to improve their 
herds of swine.

The action of the department of ag­
riculture in taking hold of the but­
ter industry and the poultry industry 
has created a strong opinion in the 
minds of the farmers that something 
can be done along similar lines in the 
cattle industry to obviate the evils of 
the monopoly they are suffering from 
teday.

Feeding for Beef Unprofitable.
The first witness was Jas. L. Story, 

a farmer living near Lacombe, engag­
ed in mixed farming. During the last 
three or four years he had not raised 
any cattle. Previously he generally 
had one or two to sell, which were 
always sold to the local agent of P. 
Burns & Co. He had about 35 head of 
stoca but did not feed for beef as it 
had become unprofitable.

Thomas Talbot, who is engaged in 
the breeding of pure bred cattle, was 
the next witness. He said the rais-

They have already found tar-sand and gas and are certain oi striking 
oil in large quantities.

ery in May or June. A number o 
he witnesses" at Monday’s session in­

formed the commission of the exist­
ence of these contracts. Mr. Nolan 
wanted Mr. Puffetr to explain the use 
of these.

Mr. Puffer explained that it was a 
matter of business and greatly facili 
tated the despatch of business and 
prevented misunderstandings. Furthei 
the contracts provided that the farmei 
should be paid 25 cents per cwt. more 
than the contract price if he fed hi; 
cattle grain for at least 100 days be­
fore delivery. In the spring of 190f 
.he price of steers was $51.50.

To Commissioner Middleton Mr.Puf- 
lei said he would prefer to pay foi 
the weight of the cattle weighed ofi 
cars at Calgary after giving them 
water, than deducting shrinkage at 
the shipping froint here.

Commissioner Middleton—“Would 
you deduct shrinkage from cattle driv­
en 20 miles?”

“No, not as a rule.”
Mr. Nolan—“What percentage of the 

cattle sold under district are supplied 
by you ?

“Oh, probably 60 per cent.”
“What percentage «do you purchast- 

by the head?”
“About 40 per cent., I would pledge. 

People often insist to sell by the head 
and often it is not convenient when 
cattle are driven across country to a 
feeding station.”

“Do many farmers in this district 
feed grain to their beef cattle?”

“Yes.”
“Is is profitable?”
“Yes, sir. I have fed myself."
Asked if there were other buyers in 

the neighborhood, Mr. Puffer named 
the district once in a while, but no 
company kept an agent who was resi­
dent.

Difficulties of Shipping.

Mr. Puffer spoke of the difficulties 
of obtainng Suitable stock cars and the 
inability or the unwillingness of the 
railway to furnish cars according to 
agreement causing loss and delay. Mr. 
Puffer stated a case where he had tc 
wait two weeks for cars and then re­
ceived only box cars.

Mr. Nolan—“In shipping to Calgary 
no you get cars readily?"

"As a rule we do."
"What kind of a run do you get ?’’
“Just fair." ,
“Do you inspect'the cattle for brands 

before shipping?”
“We always get a certificate."
Mr. Puffer stated it as his opinion 

that the brand ordinance . was imprac-. 
ticable and a farce. His plan was for 
the seller to give a list of the cattle 
to the purchaser.

To a question by Mr. Nolan, Mr. 
Puffer stated that the brand inspector 
at Winnipeg, Mr. Patterson, who is at 
present employed by the Western Stock 
Growers’ Association and who receives 
a grant from the government, would he 
more satisfactory if he were wholly 
employed and paid by the government, 
as many cattlemen who were not mem­
bers of the Western Stock Growers’ 
Association were dissatisfied.

T-e Hog Industry.
"Is there much pork raised here?"
“Yes."
“Do you buy many hogs?"
"Yes.”
“Do you have competition?"
"1 have never had a cinch on the hog 

market. There are certain difficulties 
however, that outside buyers have, that 
do not come to me. They have to hire 
teams and guides to take them among 
the farmers. Neither in the cattle or 
hog - business have I thought . it was 
right to pay a starvation price, but an 
equitable price to encourage the indus­
try.

"Do you buy hogs for Burns A Co. ?"
No. I buy for myself and when I 

have a car or so I can sell them to 
P. Burns A Co."

"How do you know what to pay for 
these hogs ?”

"I know what Burns will pay.”
"Is hog raising profitable for the 

small mixed farmer ?"
"Decidedly so. If farmers could 

get 5c. steady there is no limit to the 
industry here."

“Do you think it feasable for the 
government to go into the building; 
and operation of pork packing houses?"

"No. There are not enough hogs in 
the country and unless a pork pack­
ing house is large enough to work con­
tinuously it will not pay."

Mr. Puffer pointed out that the ne­
cessity for the go\e»nmeht adopting 
such a policy did not exist, as it did to 
aid the creamery business in this pro­
vince; because strong firms with un­
limited capital were taking hold of the 
packing industry both in Calgary and

The soil is the richest on earth, level to gentle 
lands are thickly settled with prosperous fanners, 
pies od coal and tar-sand.
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him instructions to report to me as 
soon as possible. Subsequently, I 
was informed Dr. Macauley was go­
ing about amongst the houses of ill- 
fame with an order purporting to 
emanate from me, and that he was 
forcing the inmates to submit to an 
examination for venereal disease, and 
making them pay him for doing so.”

The letter at this juncture states 
that in January last, Dr. Macauley 
made similar examinations, alter as­
suring these people examined that lie 
had the authority of the city behind 
him.
“I found,” the letter continues, 

‘that Dr. Macauley had altered my 
document by interlinoating the words:
and, in the north, east and west 

ends,” in order that he might be en­
abled to lead these people into think­
ing he was acting authoritatively.

“I have known Dr. Macauley for a 
number of years, and always consid­
ered him reliable, which is my ex­
planation for entrusting him witli 
such an enterprise. The occurrence 
is of such a disgraceful nature, and, 
moreover, I believe the “Alderman ” 
to be quite capable of attempting to 
damage me m various ways, that l 
deem it essential to acquaint you with 
the actual facts of the case.”

“What will the council do with this 
report,” asked the mayor, when Sec­
retary Croskill had finished reading 
it.

“Lay it on the table for a week,” 
said Alderman Gariepy, with ill-con­
cealed disgust. This action-was ap­
proved.

Alderman Macauley rose in his po­
sition at this point in the proceedings 
and declared the charge false. He 
said he had gone to these houses, but. 
it was at the instance of Dr. Ternan 
to examine for infectious diseases. 
He explained that he did so in a dual 
capacity. The examinations by him 
were made in his professional capa­
city.

K. W. McKenzie,
BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER, 
EDMONTON .... ALTA.

KEEPS ON HAND ALL KINDS OF
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dealers in deducting 5 per cent, of the 
weight of their qgttle for shrinkage.

.nd vol

Local Forms.

Was profitable enough to make it sat­
isfactory. He approved of the Cal­
gary spring sale of pure bred bulls 
as a splendid means of disposing of 
his purebreads. He gave it as his 
opinion that it would not be profitable 
for the farmers in the Lacombe dis­
trict to go wholly or on a large scale 
into cattle raising, though he thought, 
with conditions improved, it would be 
profitable for the ordinary farmer in 
a moderate degree.

His opinion was that the great dif­
ficulty’ with the local marke was the 
want of competition. He gave an in­
stance of selling prime beef at 2 2-3 
cents, live weight, which he consid­
ered ridiculously low. It was the 
same way with pork. The producer 
was at the mercy of a one-man mar­
ket. Pork was selling for 5c at La- 
combe, while at the same time it was 
stilling for 7c in Winnipeg.

Government Remedy It.
When questioned as to a probable 

remedy for the monopoly that he said 
existed, Mr. Talbot suggested that the 
government might ship the cattle of 
the small farmer and familiarize the 
farmer with the cost of shipping and 
the prices realized at the terminal 
sl ipping in Montreal or Liverpool.

*S3p5V

ir.g and selling of cattle and in the 
retail meat and butchering business 
for the last twelve years in the district 
from Wetaskiwin as far south as the 
Red Deer River. He began -buying 
for Burns & Co. eleven years ago.

Mr. Nolan then went into a cross- 
examination of the prices that had 
been paid at Lacombe during the 
years 1905, 1906 and this year by Mr.

THE IMPORTED. CLYDESDALE STALLION

“The Gem Prince,”
stands for the Season 1907 at 

AUCTIONEER SMITH’S STOCKYARDS
For further particulars, apply 63 McDougall Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta

been paid

Puffer.
“What was the price in 1905 ”
“Well, the prices vary so much that 

1 could not tell without an examina­
tion of my books.”

“What was the highest?”
$3.75 per 100 pounds.
“Do you make any reduction for 

shrinkage when you buy?”
“Yes, we generally give an option 

of a 12 hours’ starve or a reduction of 
5 per cent.”

Mr. Puffer here explained that the 
sellers who lived at a distance from 
the shipping point and had to drive 
their cattle he gave them this option 
invariably. In nearby places it de­
pended very much upon the quality 
of the cattle and the price paid. In 
these cases the quotation would be 
high enough to cover the 5 per cent, 
shrinkage.

“Do you think a 5 per cent, shrink­
age is too much?’.’
• “I would say not. I have tried and

PAYS DIVIDENDS BY BORR
Chicago. Ill., July 5.—A 

to the Tribune from Washin] 
C., says:

“Edward H

“The Burns company is too weal­
thy,” said Mr. Talbot, “for a common 
ipan to overcome. He would need to 
have millions.”

He said he had been asked by his 
brother in Toronto to ship his cattle 
east, but he found that the big ship­
pers got a better rate than the farmer 
who dared to ship. Eastern buyers,

ALDERMAN MACAULEY FACES 
SERIOUS CHARGE.

A serious charge against Alderman 
Dr. Macauley, arising from a report 
of City Medical Health Officer Ter­
nan to the Board of Health, was pre­
sented at the meeting of the City 
Council Tuesday night, and was laid 
m the table for a week without be­
ing discussed. Dr. Macauley is in 
short charged with extortion. He 
denies the charge.

The subject was introduced by the 
following letter from Mayor Gries- 
bach to thé council :

Dr. Ternan, M.H.O., of this city, 
has laid before the commissioners ci 
the city of Edmonton in their capa­
city as the Board of Health of the 
-tty, a report which contains charges 
of a very serious nature against Ald­
erman Macauley of this council. As 
1 am both chairman oi the Board of 
Health and presiding officer of this 
council, I deem it my duty to lay Dr. 
Ternan’s report before you in order 
that you may take such action in the 
premises as you may deem advis­
able.”

Extracts from the report of Dr. Ter 
nan to the Board of Health arc as 
follows:

"I beg to report that on June 26t)i 
Dr. Macauley came to my office and 
told me he had information to the 
effect that infectious disease (measles) 
existed in three of the houses of ill- 
iame situated in Norwood, and ask­
ed me what I intended doing in the 
matter. I asked him in what houses 
they were, and to describe where they 
were situated in Norwood. He said:
I know the houses, but cannot de­

scribe their location, but if you will 
give me an order I will go to see if' 
the information is true.

“As I did not know the where­
abouts of the establishments in ques­
tion, and moreover, did not relish 
the necessity of going myself, I re­
plied that I understood I was em­
powered by the Public Health Act to 
issue a warrant to any physician to 
enter into, examine and report to ms 
in just such an instance. Dr. Mac­
auley thereupon volunteered to go 
free of charge. I then drew up a 
warrant, .and had it stamped with the 
Health Department stamp, and gave

Harriman lia 
ed a new attitude toward the 
& Alton difficulty in - the n

MANY JAPANESE COMING

There is Nothing Better
Steel Stubble and Sod Plow

To British Columbia' According to 
Cable Advices.

Vancouver, July 9.—A Japanese in- 
va.ion of British Columbia is being 
planned. A cablegram from Hon >- 
ium under. yesterday’s date says ar­
rangement* are n nv being made to 
charter steamships, each of which 
will carry 2,000 Japanese from Hono­
lulu to Victoria and Vancouver, Bri­
tish Columbia. The Kumeric was 
the first of the steamers to bo taken 
up for this traffic and at last ad­
vices from he Hawaiian Islands over 
1,690 tickets had ben sold to Japan­
ese for passage to this port by the 
big Weir steamer, which is of 3,980 
tons. The Kumeric, which loaded a 
large number of Portuguese for the 
Hawaiian sugar plantations, was 
chartered by asyndicate of Japanese 
boarding-house keepers of Honolulu 
for the run to Victoria, $20,000 being 
paid as charter money for the trip. 
The Japanese are charging their com­
patriots $16 fare for the voyage to 
British Columbia. Several ' large 
steamers are on the way to Honolulu 
with coal from Newcastle, N.S.W., 
and it is likely that some of these 
vessels may be taken up for carriage 
of Japanese coolies to this province.

policy which members of tl 
state Commerce Commission

Who did not purchase through Burns 
A Co., could not compete with those 
who did, owing to the discrimination 
of freight rates.

At present not many farmers fed

he _ observed toward that pr] 
“Authoritative informatiuj 

reached here to the effect th] 
der to prevent the passing d 
dend recently on the Chical 
ton, Harriman made a load 
9°0.000 to that line, to be | 
improvements. It has been 
tory of the road under the | 
rangement between Harriu] 
tile Rock Island systems thl 
years it was controlled by] 
ter it made money, while | 
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Money for Repairs.!
The last meeting of the I 

the agreement in New Yoill 
announced by representat-i v J 
Hock Island that the surplul 
year aggregated $1.400,000, hi 
road needs improvements I

uncertainty of the market. He was 
of the opinion that if anything were 
done to give relief and protect *he 
small and moderate farmer the nffm- 
ber of beef cattle produced in this 
district would be multiplied many 
times.

Deducts for Shrinkage.
R. L. Gibson, who has farmed seven 

years in the district, complained of
the practice of the local dealers for 
the P. Burns Co. deducting 5 per cent.
tor shrinkage on a shipment of cattle 
Mr. Giheon contended this was an an 
reasonable amount to deduct. He 
also stated that there 
tition. It was sell
agent or keep the cattle __ ____ _
ease in 190$ when lie sold 25 head at 
4 l-4e live weight under a two months’ 
contract. He sold the cattle on Feb. 
15th, to be delivered on April I5th. 
These were grain fed cattle. He was 
allowed one-quarter cent more for 
these cattle because they were fed on 
"grain. One-quarter of a cent a pound 
was too small a difference to allow 
for grain fed beef over hay fed.

were unloaded the next forenoon and 
it was found the shrinkage was 114 SOLE SELLING AGENTS

Manuel & Corriveau, Edmonton, Altapounds per steer when weighed off 
cars at Calgary. He cited the case of

was no compe­
te the Burns' 

He cited a
was 187 pounds per head after taking 
off the 5 per cent, shrinkage before 
shipping. These had been turned in 
to feed and water .before being loaded.

Price* in 1906.
“What did you pay for beef cattle 

in 1906, Mr. Puffer?”
“The highest was 4 cents.”

_ “In what season did you buy
A IManPLEA OF INSANITY.

New York, July 9—That a plea of 
insanity may be the defense of Ches­
ter B. Runyan, the paying teller of 
the Windsor Trust Co., who is charged 
with defaulting with $96,000 of the 
trust company's funds, was indicated 
by his counsel, when Runyan was ar­
raigned in court today. On behalf of 
Runyan his counsel entered a plea of 
“not guilty” of the charge of grand 
larceny and asked for an adjourn­
ment until Monday.

in what season did you buy m 
these two years?”

"Buying was as far as possible cqu-
who drinks whisky should be interested 
In getting the very best.He supported the view that if the 

government handled the cattle it would 
compel better prices and do for the 
small farmer what the government 
had already done in the butter and 
poultry business.
Where Profit for Dealers Comes In.

Col. John Gregory confirmed the ob­
servations of the former witnesses and 
called attention to the great discrep­
ancy between the prices paid by the 
butchers and dealers for prime beef 
and the price they charged the con­
sumers. He sold a beef cow weigh­
ing 1,400 pounds, for $2,800. Prices 
were no higher than they were eleven

WHISKYSEMI-LIQUEUR SCOTCH
Bold by all first-class hotels 

Found In all refined homes.
and dealers'

Death of William Frank.
Brantford, Ont., July 8.—William 

Flank, formerly tax collector here, 
but for the past, three years retired, 
died today.
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