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A Successfil Life

Mrs. McDonald, of
. Ploneers of Kent OQounty T

b4

One of the Oldest
Talk Entertainingly of Her

Life Here Over Half & Oont‘lflm

11t haa been so oftan \remarked that
i has become a well known fact
at the County of Kent w’pmbably
e banner Oounty of the Province

psent. generaftion ol people to know
tit this house was built of bass-
vod logs piled together, as there

no natla or ripes to bind them
ether. Instead of lumber for

ring, & ,%ong basswood log was
peured md split up into lumber
W nailed down with waoden pins.
feir Tirst crop oonsisted of afew

toes and a small amount ‘of
eall.  Both Mr. and Mrs. McDon-
| worked in the bush chopping
wn tireés, logging and burning
ush. Of course the work of clear-
g off a farm was done very islow-
as the ground was wvery swampy.
Their farm  consisted of 45 aores
hd Duncan MoDonald took up the
ijoining 45 acres. There were no
bads then and the only guide jat
ght to a4 person’s home .was {the
hin‘ng of &, light from the 'hut,

Ontario from both an agricultural

d an industrial stapdpoint, Indus«
o8 . are  established here which
felt om tthe

d 'to rank hxch in zmbhc ifavor
lerever they are entered in com-
ition, while the products ‘from
at farms are used the world over,
i there are none more eagerly,
g This is indeed a mat-

nt and in bestowing the
. such a desirable condition
af we naturally, look aroundhr this energetic eouple of pioneers
our industrious 'and enterprising hen. it is considered that the lsmall
rs and our bright up-to-dateprm of 45 acres hasgradually grown
men n dimensions unffil it now covers
t nu.oh 8 /time, )mwuve'r, we are00 acres of land.

bably too ready to think only lof «1 notfce a great change iin Ithe
present, and to forget that ithéyynty now,” said Mrs.’ McDonald—
esont batisfactory state of affairg;q she added with a smile. “There
‘the County of Kent, %"5 MoLvas not quite as much style ithen
rought about during e s there is now. If a person ‘had ia
wenty-five or even fifty years. I ood big bowl of mush and ‘milk
jeems almost imposeible to imaginh,g 5 biscuit they were exceedingly
[hﬂt the time was, when the falye|} off. Food was very scarce,and
ty of Kent was a mere swallipjded tb that the work was (far

and bush with only a few iscatterep,ijer then than. now.
homes here and there. Yet the fa¢ o were two or three gears
;Workxng here before we could geti

kemains the same that this was ‘on
the case, and the hardest part of 't ki 0f oxcih. awd Jamk yors: Sfore

development of Kent's agricultun

district fell to the lot of ithe l*ax"be
gioneers ;who came here, far frq
their tr.end's and relatives, ‘settl)
town in the heart of the ‘forest ta}
©ewed out homes for themselves a
deir families. Many of these

fore we hadl a span of horses, and
when we wished tio draw anything to
town through the bush we were,
forced tb borrow 'a wagon from fa
man named Donald McQuarrie, who
owned the omly wagon around here
then. It was a good many Yyears ibe-

ﬂm!feg :“w; ;::1;8 o I:;‘::ty ;sat:sdq fore we could get a wagon ‘'and ithe |
4 them to look aroumd th most of our hauling was done 'with ia

home-made sleigh.
t#ﬂuﬁfa:;" g’ iﬁmul;sﬂoﬂtﬂtﬂheu" oy | +..’T tell you we had potatoes ithen,’
Teems very a&#tobuﬂ«%at’d far better than thé ones growt it6-
person living to-day could remj day. The way they were planted was
ber the time when Kent wasta foi| Was th dig a big hole, throw inithe
and Ohatham a collection of log h polatoes and them cover them wmp
—-ne-verthelem it is true. Mrs. || With earth. Corn and wheat were
Donald, who is now im 'the 89th p‘la‘ntbd with a hoe and cut (with a
of her age, residing with her j|aickle of scythe, and later on cradles
James McDonald, in Harwioh, al/|¢ame in. I remember the first reap-
four miles from the city, is oni | ¢ I ever saw, and it/ ‘was ® nine
the very few people living, who days’ wonder. It‘wtook 10 or 12 wnen
her husband came to Kenti u to run it. The first threshing ma-
guch c.rcumstances and underg | chine I ever saw just:separated ithe
the hardships of estiablishing alp | grain froq.n the stalks and it ‘took
in Kent County sixty-two years). three or four men a week ito clean
Although Mrs. McDonald is off | & good day’s threshing. Of course
the oldest residents of the (Oof, | there. were . mo  barns and we
ghe is far brighter and more i were here two years without stoeck.
gent than many who are i,:‘o Then we got one cow, and jMr. (Mec-
means.as old in years. Itis ren- Donald chopped wood for another
able how she remembers the |y |man and got another cow. Wihen
days of this Oounty, the draw{ the gravel road™between Oharing
which the pioneers had to oold Croes and Blenheim was put through
with, and the contrast betwe my busband was for two months
life then and the merry and b working on ita ;
to-day. Mrs. McDonald haaen “Wiolves and Indians were every-
keen student of nature and r- | where, although I did not see ‘many
er, and this fact alome o | wolves. They would not come near
bt, largely accountable fopr ['any place where there were human
ht and observanti m;nin beings. The Indiams, however, were
these the declining years of h different. They would camp any
It is safe to say 'that ‘there arry | place in the woods, and often ‘they
few people of Mrs. McDonaldge | would come to your door and ask ¥or
who can converse as intelligegor tood. They generally got it, as they
who have sueh a distinot wry| were dangerous enemies, and the
for people and happenings. § is | people were very’ hospitable. -The
indeed a remarkable lady. Indians were not dangerous except
A Planet reportier called ojrs. when they had too much Whl&key—
McDonald .at her son’s hon nd | and there was lots of that going
found her seatied in an armpir |around. They would get intoxicat-
var the window, as s hemnt |'ed and whoop around through the
some of her grandoren | woods all night. I never heard iof
saping around her, the pic|'of | anyone being injured by them, but
lppuws and content. As fre-|iit was not very mmf.ortng to ihear
r entered she arose frher |/them yelling at night. : They were
ir and greetied him with pas- very true friends if they were inot
smile, a hearty hand&hianﬂ intoxicated—then they forgot every-
cheery “good afthrnoon”jeed | thing. A
» appeared and conversede a “I got lost in the bush itwice.
\y in the prime of her Tift s | When a person went for a ‘walk
ally a privilege to meet &h"t it was necessaty to leave a ttrail lof
ith a person. of Mrs. Mo 1d’s | branches behind you so that ytou
; and it is extremely intring | could “ trace your way back.
'hear from her own lips ihap- | brother, when he was building hia
ings of her early l‘teua:an house, walked for half a day ‘around
Kent Counfly. /| through the bush and could not ‘find
n a very pl uni conttion | his way out. Péople were very hos-
ich followed it was learjthat pitable then and we considered peo-
.Mrs. McDonald was born in nes-| ple in Dover mu next door Gne‘gha
ire, Seotland, altmnnu 89 yingo, | bors.
na'l c.t ‘was gr!'e mst. “I remember disti natly the f;r-t
brick house that was built in Chat-
‘ham. It was ownéd by a man named
Eberts and served as a residence and
a general store. ‘It was situated on
King street. [The tx_ut grist mill
mill was known a ! and fwa
ut\uted on

t»heu. They wepcom-
7 ‘Mrs. McDonald’
'ms‘:t’“f &
O ’
; £ Canada acco

L the ice to Windsor eir
grists and n the open nim they
in huge canoes. The firat hotel

vas 'I‘:ylors tavern.
struetu

hrough the trees. It speaks well |

see the stars blinking in through 'the
roof. ‘Still it was not cold in ‘winter
as the bush tended to keep ithe
atmosphere warm. Of course Ispun
all of the clothes we wore. After
the yarn was spun we took (it ttofa
wea'ver, brought back the ecloth, and
madée wour clothes. There was not
much money ‘then and all our ishop-
ping was taken out in trade.  Six
shillngs paid for a cord of ‘wood,
and ,we made money by selling 'wood
at $1.00 per cord.

“Ever,vthmg was done by beesthen
~and jolly good times we had at
th bees,” suid Mrs. McDonald as
her face lit up with a ipleasant
smile as she remeémbered the joyous
times she spent in those early 'days.
“They generally ended up with a
dapce and I don’t think people ever
enjoyed themsselves more than we did
at those bees.

“Yes,” conoluded Mrs. McDomId,
as she lifted om> of her grandehil-
drén to her knee, “we had ito work
hard in those days. Many a time
I have put my children to jbed and
then worked with Mr. McDonald an-
til m’dnight burning brush and
clearing off a home, and then II
wonld. come into our old log house
just as happy as a queen”

Mrs. McDonald is a widow, her
husband being deccasad for 16 years.
She has a brother in Australia jand
a brother and - sister in Scotland.
She has enjoyed the very best of
health until this winter, and yet ‘she

is. quite lively. She has not peen
out of the house since last October,
but she is around the house |every
day and frequently seen at her
favorite seat by the window. She
has four daughters and four sons—
Mrs. Gray, Raleigh; Mrs. McDonald,
city; Mrs. Wm. Somerville, oity;
Geo. McDongld, Ridgetown; Dr. Mo-
Donald, Grand Rapids; Andrew Mec-

nald, Bth concession; Harwich;
ames MceDonald, at home, and Miss
Janet McDonald, also at home. She
has six great grandchildren.

Every Christmas the family hold
a reunion at the old homestead, and
last Ohristmas 26 members of the
family were prescnt. This is always
the ocoasion of great festivity and
fun making and none enjoy it ‘more
than ‘Mrs. McDonald. A concert is
always held im the evening and
everyone present takes part. Mrs.
McDomald surprised them all two
years ago by taking her part £n the
eévening's entertalwment by dancing
the ‘Highlapd Fkng.

Mrs. McDomald is -in religion a
Presbyterian and was'a - member of
the old McOoll chureh when it :was
held on Adelaide street. Of her
many friends Mrs. Paxton and Mrs.
Coltart, both of this city, are (her
nearest, as they were associated with
her early life here.

Mrs. ‘McDonald enjoys talkmg of
those early days and she loves jto
remember the times she spent as a
pionzer of- Kent County.

The above picture represents four generations.
Mrs. McDonald, whose interedfing iaterview appears in this issue.
right is her eldest daughter, Mrs Gray, of Cedar Springs.
back in the rear is Mrs. Charrest, of Winnipeg, and seated
on the table is Mrs. Charre.t s little daugiter Irene,
Mrs. ,McDonald’s great grandcbild.

On the left, holdinpg the book, is
On the
At the

Getting and Forwardmg War News

o

+

i

pondents.

&
i

The gathering of war news—of the
kind ‘the public ‘wants, eomplete and
at the.same time confined to facts—
requives a small army of trained cor-
respondents, up to date methods and
the highest order of erganization, if
the system . is to be equal to the test
and the result satisfactory.

No one war' cor ndent, however
persistent; effitient or brilliant, nor
any two or three, could undertake to
furnish their paper, no matter at
what expense, with complete news of
a struggle such as the one that has
just dommenced ‘between Russia and
Japan in the far east. Every source
of news must be closely watched, and
at every strategic point there must
be a man who can observe each move.

on the chess board and explain to the|

world what it means..

For that reason, as experience in
the past has shown and as has again
been demonstrated at the opening of
this campaign in the far east; - the
most efficient work in an emergency
of this kind is done by the large
news agency which has both the men
and the machinery at the scene and
only needs to start the wheels going.

ASSOCIATED PRESS STAFF LARGE,

The Associated Press, the greatest’
news gatherer in the world, at” the
outbreak of hostilities between Russia
and Japan and not less than nine
trained . war correspondents at. or
near the scene of conflict. Of these,
the staff correspondents at Tokio,
Manild, Pekin, and the resident cor-
respondent at Seoul, Nagasaki, Che-
Foo, Shanghai and Hongkong were
already on the ground and had more
or less familiavity with the diploma-,
tic negotiations that preceded 'the
struggle, and “in addition, of course,
a more or less intimate knowledge
of the topographical conditions of
what was to become the theatre of

 the war,

Three war corresporidents’ svho'had
setved through the Spanish war, the
Phxhppme campaigns and the Boxer
uprising, were sent to reinforce this
staff or workers as soon as it was
seen that a cldash was inevitable and
imminent.

‘When the news of the naval skirm-
ish off Port Arthur, which cost Rus-
sia g0 dear, was received at the As-
mociated Press office in America it
did not come in the way of any great
surprise to the men in charge there.
That actual hostilities were under
way had been known there for three
days, though the information was not
to be wiven to the newspapers.
THREE DAYS CENSORSHIP AT

TOKIO.

The Tokio corrvespondent, Mr. Egan,
had been informed by the Japanese
government that in order to mask
the initial movements of the fleet,
there would bz a three days’ embargq
on all press despatches, beginning at
the moment the order to begin hos-
tilities was given. This information
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Interesting Events of Ye Olden Times Gathered
ﬂ-om The Planet’s l.cu’o of Half a Century
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From Jan. 20, 1858 to Feb. 1, 1858,

Small pox is very prevalent im De-
troit.

The fol!awlmc gentlemen were elect-
ed members of the Separate School
Board :—P, J. Flood, Adolphus Reaume
and J. W. Taylor.

In the county council proceedngs,
Dr, Cross and Rev. A. McColl ‘were
appointed to the Grammar School
Board from the council.

———

It is stated that two more volumms
of Lord Miacaulay’s history, bringimg
it down to the end of the reign of
Queen Anne, arTe approaching comple-

Mrried—On the 13th inst, by Rev.
Mark Y. Stark, at the reddnwa of
the bride’s brotherim-law, Flamboro,

J
Iﬁy ) Sh&:d da s
heTspoon, 0 mdmtﬂﬂ.

L

n!mﬁnd

tion and that they will shortly fbe
published,

Wentl.l Walter Eormrt Eso,, late of'
ter of the late |

My mou meu for tlu' :
Warden. The follow

The atteation of our readers is di-
rected to the fact that a leécture om
India will be delivered at the Town
Hall to-night (Wednesday) by M.
Stanislas Goutier (colored), who, we
understand has travelled widely im
that coumtry. Price of admission,
one York shilling.

Married—At Park St. Cottage, om
the 6th inst., by the Rev. G. W.
Sandys, Thomas Hawkins Baxter, eld-
est sdn of Mr. William Baxter, this
town, to Euphemia Browne, youngest
daughter of Captain Baxter, late of
H. M. 4%rd Rogt Light Infantry

'Mh:rrled--0n the 13th Imst., by the
Riev, Mr. Harris, at the reﬂdenpo of
the ‘bﬂde'l father, Mr, Geo. le.
of the city of London, to Mh- Alice
Mihell, of Newbury, C. W.

At St. Paul's church, on the 7th inst.

the Rt. Rev. op McCorkey,
pt J. Fraser, of this city, to Mrs.

3 lhedmall. of Smith’s Paﬁ.
Baud'w;ch. . W.

e

sincerely glad tlnt bur

n;uut:m-nt the eolemtm of the
event of the :

he Princess.
‘hich |

| reached the* New York office with

little delay, and when some time af-
ter the code word, which meant that
his despatch had Been held up, was
received from Mr. Egan, it was known
in an instant that this meant that
war had ‘begun.

The pact of secrecy was held invi-
olate as a matter of course—or per-
haps the Russian warships would
have worked their searchlights with
a little more diligence on that fateful
night, but without loss of time a code
word was flashed to every correspon-
dent at a point on.the Yellow Sea,
warning them to be on the alert for
developments.

.During the three days of rigid cen~
sorship no Japanese despatches could
be handled, but the Associated Press
worked its Che-Foo cable, which is
near Port Arthur, but not under the:
control of either of the conténding
powers, Tor all it was worth.
then the Japanese censorship "has
been raised to a certain extent, and
news can now be obtained from there

‘but on account of its freedom from

censorship Che-Foo will be maintain-
ed as long as the naval conflict lasts,

as the base from which cable news
vnll be transmitted.

DESPATCH BOATS NOT TO BE AL-
i LOW ED.

Duning the Spanish war the de-
spatch boat played an :mportant
parnt in the transmission of war news.
The Associated Press qnnt more
than  $800,000 during
monihs that war lasted for war
na\n. much of it to mcmt;in ‘its

i ‘ally oh de-
Sstn: Thoss sk etk Vags

: ;l:‘. besides carrying despatches to

ints - in the West

fol-
and

*

Giving the Public An Idea ‘of the lyt’hm and
Expense Which is Involved 1n the Work of Corres-

debrieboddrddebod bbb dod b bbb by

GOING WITH TROOPS INTO FIELD.
The Associawed Press, with theper—
misson o the Japanmese Govérmment,
SeAl 1wo mén with the expeditidms
lagded in Oorpa. They will acoom-
pany the troops- during their cam~
paign in the Hermit Kingdom.Other
correspondents have béen sent with
the Rusdian forces atarting froms
Poht Arthur for the Yalu River. -
‘From. interior points the sending of
news will be slow necessarily and
fraught with difficulties, not only;
on acoount’ of & ‘mule issued (by the
Japanese Governmemt, : which makes
it necessary for all despatches des-
tined for points bgyond Tokio to [be
filed with the cemson in Japanese.
This necessithtes ' the sending of
Japanese translators with each eor-
respondent, and, of course, retards
the work of getting omt the news
to 'a considerable extemt.” But the
Japanese ne'wupupetrp are enterprising -
and are likely: to get more ifreedom
im the handling of news, and Itho
Tokio conreapondemt has -been in-
stinucted to improve the opportun.ty
that will thus come his way. {

HARD TO GET NEWS FROM RUS-
SIA. )

To get news thrmgh from »the
Russian side will undoubtedly be
harder still.,. First of all, the censer-
ship will be mone rigid with the Rus-
sian lines, both as mattem of twell-
known Russian principle, om gecount:
‘of the early setback to the Russiam
anms, and on acoount, of the wretch-

i ed telegmaph facilities.

From the imterior or (orea and.
Manchunia where the
paign undoubtedly will be canried,
there is one single telegraph line
operated’ by the Great WNortherm
Telegraph Company, “which, - strag-;
gling across the Siberian steppes and. '
following the winding of the Mrans-
Siber.an Railway, finds its way to'St.
Petiersburg, and ‘furnishes they. Sole.
‘purnely Russian cofineoting linkebe-
tween the modern capital of Russ’a
and its fonb.dding sentinel in the ex-
treme east, Port Arthur. While this
line is likely ‘to suffer from rthe
ravages of warfare, iti will form jthe
most: reliable medmm for transmit-
ting news of the movements of Rus-
sian thoops in the interior.

ST. PETERSBURG BUREAU
SANCTIONED,

In view of this fact a full burean
has been established in St. Peters-
burg, and has sent its Washagtom
correspoadent, Howard = Thompson,
who served through the Spanish war,
to take charge. A few days ago the
general manager, Melville E. Stome,
had an audience with the Czamr, at
‘which Mr. Stone received assurances
that his St. Petersburg bureau would
be made the medium of transmitting
official mnews from the Russian cup;-
tal to this country.

‘Already this bureau has- rendered
excellent accounts of itself. For' over
a week it has transm.tted graphic
and full despatches of news froml the
Riassian capital, affecting the war,
It 'was through Mr. Thompson that
the full report of Admiral Alexieff’s
report of the Port Arthur defeat 'was
sent out ‘'without delay, and practi-
cally’ uncensored, though dammaging
»to the prestige of Russian arms and
Russian credits, and on Tuesday
evening the Czar’s war edict came
:hrough from the St. Petersburg of-
ice.

From Tokio Mr. Egan sent imn ad-
vance the full text of the wofficial
statement Tregarding the causes lead-
ing up to the war given out by the
Japanese government. This was sent
to, Chee-Foo and cabled from there
to the New York office,

SENDING , OF STATEMENT COST
$2,000,

The sending of this important de~
spatch involved an expenditure of al-
most $2,000 and arrived in the New
York office fully 16 hours in adyance
of the giving out of the statement fort
publlutm by the Japanese ambassa-
dor at Washijngton.

With equal foresight preparatioms
have been made to utilize variousbth-
er avenues through which news is like«
1y to trickle from the interior of Man-
churia, From Harbin and Mukden
there are some imperfect limes, with
many relays leading through Pekin to
points on the coast, froml ‘where thua
are sunt through various connectiomns
over the new Pacific cable, which was
Axtudod a year ago to cover the em~

ire distance between Sam mram
and Mianila.
PAGIEIO CABLE FACTOR IN RE~
PORTING:.

‘The Pacific cable will be m
ant Mrtg.r in the trmm

s

land ocam-~, .,

v




