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Department

Oats, Bran,
Shorts, Chop Stuf
Wheat. Corn
Baled Hay
and Straw
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We are prepered
to suppiy fruic
growers with
all ginos of
% Ber'y Boxee,
Crates and
Bask®&ie at
Lowest
Prices
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In providing office
equipment

to facilitate your business, have you
secured a

LONG DISTANCE
..... TELEPHONE?

The charges are moderate.

The Local Manager of The Bell Tele-
phone Company will be pleased
to-vuote you rates.
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Best in Ready-
Mixed Paints

Our Mixed Paints are the standard
of quality—true to color—pure, and
fresh from the makers.

A Home Test
will establish their superior qualities.
Made for inside and outside work.
Before Preparing
for house «<leaning call and get a
supply of these pure Paints.
Alabastine

in sixteen tints and colors and white.

Jelistone < g

tinted, White Le¢ads, Paint Oils, \'ar‘~ i

nishes, ete
Brushes
- patnt kalsomine and

every purpose in great var

Qur Prices

will interest

varnisi,

you and our goods will

be found the best valuéin the ecity,

fing, Cunningham & Drew

King Street. Chatham
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Bicycle
Is [fitted with all the latest improve
ments and sells for

$35.00

N~ AT THE

Planet Offce, Chatham

_ZFORE MAKING YOUR PURCHASE
IT WILL PAY YOU TO SEE
» THIS WHEEL.

New Store

ssFOr...

Teas, Ooffes
- Spiees

R

Crowe’s Store

Baldoon 8t., North Chatham,
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“8ceme on his part.
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Ethel Egerton presorvad thaal dave-
rial withess to her husband's infidelity
against a day of accusation when she

bring it forward and blast his
baughty -assumption ef exemplary econ-
duct. Often had the temptation been
updn her to use this reserved weapon
when her spiteful words failed to rouse
from his indifferent courtesy; bt
r her courage had failed, till the
itterness long Dbrooded everspread
ith frightful eormntion thranoghant
her sout, and fanned by the polsonous
breath of David, she trembled daily
upop the brink of proclaimihg " her
jealous fury. ~
h «al moment arrived .when
the slumbering vei y could no longer
retain its pent fires, and this moment
was coincidental with the
. and his party in Booneville. It
nced that evening that an alterca-
tween the doctor
and bis unhappy Some slight
and unusual sugg
met by such an unnecessarily violent
retort thee Egerton was roused from
the patient silence in which he had
taken refuge.

“It passes endurance.’ he muttered
between his set teeth. “Is it not pos-
gible for us at least to maintain civility
in our imtercourse?’ Then his voice
rose in indignant self-justification: “I

fLave tried, heaven knows, to keep the

peacé. You have not the excuse that
1 provoked you You camnot say that
[ have not triet’—

“[ndeed, Dr. Egerton,” she interrupt-
ed, “it is little eoncern of mine what
you do. It has leng ceased to be mat-
ter of interest and lher voice
increased im:shrillness with exeitement
as the mad turmoil of her feelings
rushed intoone tinal expression. “Per-
haps you tried,” she added in bitter

swherr-that letter was written,”
i she snddenly, r- pidly, brought be-
fore His vi the missive she
worn as a thorn i her side through
months of jealous possion.

Egerton Leeded not the satire of the

as with 3 ery of recognition he
cauglit wp the Jittle note and scanned
the contents. Heré was the
link in that chain of mistakes. As he
read the plaintive appeal to his
strength as a man he saw with ach
ing wretchedness how -much pain and
mortification might have been averted

to rn.e/’

{in the past, the betrayal of their secret
“to Steele and the deeper involving of

Edith in what appeared a -yillainous
Lengthily, painful-
Iy, he dwelt upon that record of the
trust the girl he loved had reposed in
himself, which his subsequent eonduct
had apparently belied, till his wounded
self-esteem ,brought himm back to the
cause of the error, the reason why her
letter had never reached him. As an
escape  from self-torture - remorse
merged into retributive justice. KEthel
never forgot the fire that blazed up in
his eyes as he suddenly raised and
fixed them upon her, or the voice of

savage anger in which be dt-muugul

“When that letter wadé written.”
came by that letter.

itemed, cowering, poured
forth protestations in defens¢ of an act
which she had once anticipated as one
of triumphant retribution, as she saw
her sneering arguments that "a wo-
man had some right to her husband’s
correspondence’’ wither away in the
¢onsuming heat of his just wrath; and
she finally took refuge in pleading that
she never had broken the seal; it Lad
been given to her. Yielding up the
confirmatory information which the
quick intuition of Dudley. hardly need-
ed, she betrayed the name of her ac-
complice, and with one volley of in-
vective against David, Egerton darted
from the house, his heart one seéthing
m#Ss of demented passion.

God only knew where such derange-
ment might end! While she who had
fired the train, like many a Wwoman
when she has roused the worst In-
stinets in man, sank down.on the floor
and cowered and wrung her hands,
shuddering over the possible result of
her own work, with that awful look
from those pierding bright eyes, whieh
hed onde heamed love upon her. burn-

ing into her soul, and the verdaiet ot
Fate ringing in het ears: “You cannot
control affection.”

she

’
CHAPTER XXIL
| BAVED FROM CGMMITTING A CRIME.
~ When the apparition of KEgerton,
with his livid features, every muscle
frightfully contracted, clenched hands
and bloodshot eyes, burst unceremo-
piously in upon the tranquil apart-
ment of -the serene lawyer, it was Do
wonder the gentle David received a

artival of-

bad*

missing

pand ciutcning at mis siae POCKet, Wilie
he ejaculated in & voice subdued by
horror, “Keep back, Dudley! My God,
keep back, I say. 71T fire,” and his
voice waxed hoarSe and his trembling
hand pointed a pistol at the head of
his antagonist.

But Egerton neither heeded nor saw
in the blinding frenzy that possessed
him. It would have been as useliss
to attempt tostay the cataract as 1o
arrest him, in the act of wreaking the
vengeance of a life-time.

It was but the work of a moment.
The hand of David had puilled the
trigger. The report was followed by
another in instantaneous succession;
for his timid nature, once foreed into
action for self-defence, could not con-
trol the nmervous excitement that cais-
ed him to repeat what was certain to
prove a mortal shot. ' Egerton sank to
the floor without a murmur, as Mr.
Steele threw open the door between
the office and the private room, Wo
late to interpose. .

In the bewilderment that ensued, no
correct impression of what bad trans-
pired could be gained by any of those
summoned by the noise.

In an agony of unquestioning dis-
tress  Steele. kpelt down beside the
uﬁess form of the man whom in Doy-
hood he had so loved, over whose
failings he had grieved, in whose
sorrows he had sympathized, while
volceless anticipations of wretched-
ness thronged into his mind Edith!—
oh that such a scene as this must
come to her kgewledge; anil even as
he remembered her with an undefined
fear, his eye fell upon a lettor that had
fallen from the unretaining grasp of
the dead man.

By the guick eye of love that writ-
ing was at once recognized; with the
quick instinct of love he let his hand
drop upon it, unobserbed by those as-
sembled “around the body. Had he
been God-directed to this plaee of hor-
ror to shield her pame from idle oriti-
cism, and -the meddlesome enriosity
of those whom delight in the herrible
wowld collect upon  the spot?

Escaping from the crowd, with their
heartless comments and conjeetures,
Steele paused for a moment in the
street, divided between his dutles as

riest and impulscs as man; between
he ecommand that bade him go and
prepare the bereaved wife for the loss
that had befallen hor, and the dread
lest the news might spread and reach
the ears of Edith.

Love won the vietery, and hastening
back to the hotel, he had the good for-
tune to find Mabel wvatching for him
{n the doorway. Hir haggard face be-
tokening disaster froze upon her lips
the inquiry as to what had detained
him.

“Where is
constrained ‘viisper.

“Tylre ds ¢loon, T hollewng Oh,
wnat 1S 1T, Krnestr” 1or Steere aroppea
into the nearest seat, pressing his
bands tightly together.

As she stood beside him, trembling,
he raised himself and rapidly recount-
ed the circumstances of the catastro-
phe.

“But, oh! Mabel,” he continued, in
agony, “Mabel, she Ioved him—you un-
derstand. I have kept her seeret faith-
fully till now, but, Mabel, what has
broken her health and blighted her
youth wus a hopeless love for this un-

happy doctor. .I may not explain to
you now how lgnoranty she was De-

t_l’:lyvd into bestowing lier affections
upon one who eould never fulfil them:
but go to her, Mabel, watch over her,
let no rumor reach her till I can
break it to her myself, poor child
Oh, my God, that it should be laid up-
on me to perform.”

He buried his head in his hands for
one brief moment, then rose.

“I must go,” he sald, “and prepare
his wife for the blow thit has befalien
her. Take care of Edith,” and as he

FAith 7 he asked, in a

pressed his sister’s sympathetic hand,

he added, impulsively: “Be tender
with her as you love me, for, Mabel,
that little girl ‘holds my life in her
hands.”

After that rapid acknowledgment he
was gone, and during the next hour
he appeared only as the calm priest,
administering the consolation of reli-
gion to the bereaved. Mrs. Egerton’s
demonstration of grief was violent,
and Steele remained with her long,
forgetful of his own anxious pain,
striving in every wiy to mitigate her
reinorse,

It was late wnen he fotind himself
onee iu the street, with a more
painful tasik yet before him; and in
the first m nt of personal comsid-
pration the question of that létter rose
before his mind., Could she have writ-
ten to him larely? Could she have
yielded to the weakness of her infatu-
ation once more?

Pausing on the sidewalk, he drew
forth the sheet of crumpled paper, and
serupulously avoiding every word that
it contained, he turned to the date.

That he might examine without

breach of honor. It das dated the pre-

ceding year, and, s:itisfied, Steele
struck a match and burned it there,
setting his foot upon the ashes and
dispersing them to the winds. The
contents of that letter were sacred to
him who knew her history; and what-
ever bearing they inight have upon the
latastrophe that hadi just tramspired,
which he dimly suspected was the
case, her name must be guarded by
destroying all positive proof.

Again on his way to the hotel, he en-
tered it hours after the train for
which they had been waiting had left
the depot. Without delay he proceed-
ed to his sister's spartment ail

culminated in a dread

of coming misery; and since

from that sleep of exhaustion
dared

she had
ask any

News D :
sat down beslde her,
slowly and ecautiously. How
he ‘framed the words Stecle hardly
knew:; thoss words which mo care in
their utterance can sofien.

The circumstances of the doctor's
death he eocealed as much as possi-
ble, but never could he forget the tone
in which she repeated “Dead! Dead™
and then. as if the reiteration of the
word had brought its meaning clear
to her wind, broke imto hysterical
weening, =obbing out, “Oh, my Jove,
my love!” in accents that rung
Stecle's inmost heart, in their aban-
donment of suffering.

She had lost all consciousness that
any one was present in the first bit-
terness of the blow, that Mr. Stecle’s
arm was around her, that it was his
hand uetained bers, that she clatched
so convulsively, that it was on his
shoulder that he had forced her to sob
forth the violence of her SOITOW,
With the gentleness of a woman he
soothed and controlled the pain that
racked her, even with his support, and
bushed its violent expression. But
when the first transport subsided,
Steele knew that
aware of his presence, for imstinc-
tively she drew away, extricating her-
self trom his hold, and he recognized
with a pang that returning conscious-
ness set her once more at a distance
from him, that she had found no in-
trinsic solade in his condelence. How
bitterly he longed at that moment
that she should seek ease in his love,
as her head had found rest while on
his shoulder. Yet she retained his
hand in her hold as she leaned back
against the sefa faint and exhausted
by weeping, and it was long before
he ventw ' to address her. Mabel
had walked to the window too deeply
affected hy - the scene she had wit-
pnessed, and trusting to her brother's
soothing to be more effectual than any
word of her own. It was Edith's
volce that first fell upon her ear after
that long silence, broken only by

sohs. a

“Mr. Steele,” she piild, in a quiver-
ing voice, “you told me to—to regard
you as a friend, and ask you any-
thing—I—I must see¢ him again—I can
love him now,” and the reckless de-
gpair of the last word went to the min-
{ster's heart. He could not have re
fused her had the granting of the wish
been attended by ecertain’ misfortune;
and in an instant the whole situation
passed rapidly hefore him for con-
sideration. Distinguished far.and near
as Egerton was, numbers would be
collected at his . funeral; and lost
amid the crowd, hé could easily pro-
cure  for Edith that last look she
craved. .proteeted by his peesence
even if noticed among so mauy. But
the public ordedl he feared ‘'would be a
sadly trying one, and be turned a face
of grave, thoughtful compassion upon
her.

“My child.” he-=a:', appealingly, “it
would be verr har  upon you. There
will be 80 many p ple—"

“I can do ir” cried, “I promise
you I can entitrol myself. You think
me wenk just now, but I will show
you. O=zly let me listén to e,
fet me ‘go.” and as she roused herself
fn her ‘insistance, Steele gave the
promise that she sh.uld

She stll and uanatarally
antm Aurivae oot fow Jdave with
that duil @ 37 to the full ex-
tent of her which Is. merei-
fully sent somatim that the pastor
gre-y for day 10 arrive,
and wished sincerely that it w
over; for he knew the strain und
which she was contrelling hers
would result in alarming reacticd
Every incident of the case appears
in the: papers, which it was his o
to 'keep from falling beneath E lith's
eyes; hints of. the long feud that I
existed between the cousing wer
broadly broached; and whispered
planations of the cause of the quarre
were exchanged upofi the strect, ©X
planations that were anything bul
creditable to Mrs. ‘Egerton, at whos
house David bhad Dbeen a constiaul
guest during her husband’s absenc
As to the lawyer himself, he had su
secded | ving from the scens of hi
own vilfiiny, which was a great re
lief, of Steele, in that it exempted hi
from bearing testimony concerning the
tragedy of which he had inadvertent
ly become a witness. When the day
of the funeral arrived, Steele counted
the hours, rejolcing “that each drew
him nearer to the last. It was a hard
day, as he recalled it’ afterwards, t!
renewad discussion of the deceased
carried on by strangers in the same car
that was conveying them to the doc
tor's peautiful suburban home, and thc
walk, which continued for some dis
tance in the country aifter they
reached the end of the car line, behind
that procession of those who were ac
companying them to gather at the
dwelling of the laté leading physician
of the eity. Arriving late, as he had
arranged that they should, they found
the house erowded. Steele took lis
stand without the circle of those as-
sembled, watching - with anxiety his
charge, in her death-like stiliness and
composure. She had promised him
him that she ecould control herself,
and she did, wonderfully, all during
that half hour of waiting, while the
service read within reached them in
indistinet murmurs. At length there
was a slight movement In the crowd,
and the gentleman in charge of the
proceedings appeared at the door”to
announce that the friends of the de
ceased were now permitted to enter.
Steele.cast one last anxious glance at
Edith, but her face was composed as
chiseled marble. With a thrill of ad-
miration for her fortitude, e drew her
hand through his arm, and moved for-
ward. towards the doorway. The
house was thronged with people, but
a narrow passage way had been made
for those outside to enter, and slowly
one by ome the friends of the dead
man into the silent room, and
took their last look at his lifeless re-

" To be Continued
Did She ? ’
Student—Just think, dear aunt, last
night 1 dreamed of being at a great
fire.
Aunt—That's a sign that money is
coming to you.
Student—Couldn’t you advance me &
little on the stremgth of it?
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Ready to Touch. i
»1 disown you!" cried the angry
parent. “1 shall cut you off with a

dollar.
“Yes, sir,” replied the erring son,
meekly. “And might I ba the dol-

ve
lar now?"—Philadelphia Nerth
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VEAK TMEN!
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W cure
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BLOOD POISON
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201 WOODWARD AVENUE
DETROIT, MICH.

Fora SUMMER » CRUISE take the

[LC]
COAST LINE . "MACKINAG.

NEW STEEL The Greatest Perfection yet

PASSENGER attained in Boat Construction;

STEAMERS. Luxurious Equipment, Artistic

SPEED, COMFORT Furnishing, . . Decoration and
ane SAFETY. =N Efficient Service .. ..

T,

To DETROIT, MACKINAG, GEORGIAN BAY, PETOSKEY, CHICAGO

%o other Line offers a Panorama of 430 miles 0f equal variety aod interest
Four Trips per Week Between ¥ and N

| Das Leht Sarviee
Toledo, DetroitaneMackinac | 5z 2t | DETROIT AND C

Aight Between
PETOSKEY, “THE $00, RARQUETTE | y
AXD DULTTH. | Cleveland, pOuntegons see wade at Clevsiand with
LOW RATES to Plcturesque Mackinae and | Put - 'ﬂ-..y Mw';.;;.?pm s Senty
Returs, Inciuding Neals and Berthe. Approz- | oo of Toledo, | North snd Northwest. - for alj points
ost frews Cleveland, #36.50; frem | . Sanday Trips June, Jaly, &
sud Oetoher

!l..““(ﬁl’.u; from Detrolt, 214.73 O,
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A fibre bath, followed by
honest frictional brilliance.
“The life and glory of leather.

& Tobey—The 2 T's— Sole Local

For

Refrigerators .

Screen Doors and
"~ Windows

Go to Stephens & Co.—Largest assoriment and lowest prices

Screen Windows. . ..coovvinencnsnianses
Screea Doors, complete with spring hinges, €tc..
A few Lawn Mowers lefr, each.....ov
Our Prism Brand (best in the world)

in ‘'Chatham

ieésvinitls
..%1 each

e ik enearigiery

ready Mixed
Paints are still selling for $1.40 per gallon or 35¢ qt.

Wall colors all Tints ia A'abastine, Kalsomire or

Jelly Stone, and Brushes for every purpose.

Cheapest place in Chatbam for Lawn Hose.

Geo. Stephens & Co.

The DIFFERENCE between

(oeLVEarC

And other Starches is better understood after you hl.ve’

1f you want
Mills,

tried the former.

L

~ Seed Beans

reliable Seed Beans call at The Kent Mills, Chatham, or Blenheim

Blrly Pea Beans
Pure Medium Beans : i
Improved Yellow Eye Beans . :

‘WG@DI‘ID”HOBE MONEY for your Beans in the Fail

«

The Kent Milis Co.,




