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The Railway/ Problem
Article VII TKe advent ol ike C.P.R. end C.N.R—Tke leet elete worse 

than the heel - Es plot ta two and public robbery 
« By L B. Bigger

The .lory of the Canadian Pacific 
Hallway and the Canadian Northern 
eyateui is, in nioet respecta, chapters 
two and three of the history of the 
lirand Tronh already sketched Of those 
who now control all three systems it 
would not be just to say that they are 
men of purposes more evil than the 
rest of the commuait/. Many of the 
heads of departments of these railways 

li| showing a stjtleemancbip 
worthy of any government in the way 
they are carrying out eehemee for the 
material ' ail» ancemeet of the regions 
which they control. Much for laktaace, 
are the irrigation works of AlUi 
demunaUatiuas of is foresting, the cat 
t lament of men oa ready made farms, 
caperimeate in the chemical industry, 
etc. However admirable may be the 
work of individuals under the wing ef 
these companies, the moral wrong re
mains of allowing any private corpora 
lien In eserctse a sovereign prerogative 
without direct accountability to the 
nation la whom that right belongs 

Of the Canadian Northern it la oa 
ough to slate that its present or gam 

1m the eredcredit baaed 
Upon the guarantees, cash and lands ob
tained from the Dominion and Provin
cial governments, and that the par lia 
meelary lobbying by which these pub
lic resources were jockeyed tfom the 
Ballon and givgp to be the private 
property of a few persans was not sur
passed in shamelessness even la the 
days ef Hose Tweed, Jay lioeld, Keaeeli 
bogs and other railway operators la the 
Mates. Home sections of this system 
are well built, but the physical ewadi 
lions of other sections are ehrh that It 
is estimated that perhaps maty million 
dollars will have Is be spent before the 
Whole system is is good shape

He fere the Canadian Panic Railway 
company came into esieteoee there was 
a salerai presumption of public owner 
ship la connecting the previneue by a 
national railway. British Columbia, as 
welt aa Neva Beetle and New Bruns 
wwh, agreed In come lata the coafoder 
alma aa this assumption, for her bar 
gam was net with nay private company, 
but with the Dominion ef Canada. It 
was when the Dominion government 
placed the crown of He authority la 
private keeping that the Canadian Pa 
ride was barn, and this company was 
thereby runsolved in the tab|uity of 
the srnodal which brought defeat la a 
great ministry and la the country at 
large He greatest shame

What Canada Ones the OTA.
that the U.PA 

a groat ealioaal leettletma which an 
power may touch because It wee eelf 
<reeled. rhouM he reminded of a few 
farts of He gen sms The people of 
I Bands not only guvs to the original 
seen pea I the MAjâojmm rash and the 
£3.000jim acres of land Which farmed 
the -wiser stone ef He credit bat they 
heeded ever to It an a gift the Ten miles 
already built by the government at a 
end of tiejHIjUt before stale owner 
ship urns abandoned, and contributed 
Ibsen or four millions towards the short 
has Is the sent which had the eg eel 
ef depreciating the value of the Inter 
colonial, they boeetwd the Weotora On
tario been which simply duplicated the 
service ef the tirend Trunk at the gee 
seal met, end they have given canon! 
so heed lee In the company s Mromvhtp 
linen to swell private prod Is They al 
lowed the company In select the best 
loads as II might cheese, they allowed 
It to import el eel railroad ether ma 
I octal free of duly, they permitted per 
pc leal s tempt lee from lata* lee oa Ha la asset e 
railway property, ead cremation from freight yewl 
rotation for SO years ee I he leads given by the p— 
in the company But I hie la net all lhal 
same from publie funds to swell prt 
vale wealth Manitoba, la order to 
got lower raise by temp et It lea la that 
l-rev lore paid ever ggaujWA to pot roe 
sect lee with the Northern Pee the. bet 
the bargain was hardly completed he 
fore lbs X P reached aa snjerstending 
■nth the • I B and all that was 
achieved was a dupiwaliua of service

end a nominal competition in rates, 
proving the truth of the saying that
• • where combination is possible romps 
tit ion is impossible. • The Crow's 
Nest Haas railway was built to get 
competition with the C _PR now it is 
a branch of that system. The Manitoba 
aa-l North. Western Kailua*, after be 
ing I «jaded for 8ÎÏ.UUU a eu le, whoa it 
could have been built for 112,1100 a mils, 
loseed into the hands of a receiver and 
then passed ieto the hands of the C.P.K.

la a pamphlet published in I*117 and 
now out of priât. Sir John Willieoa gave 
a faithful warning ef conditions that 
were coming oa the country if private 

' railway promoters were permitted to 
control the public resources. Dee. 
log same Mages in the eveletioa of the 
V.P.R. he says: “The history of the 
<fu ’Appelle, Kong Lake Bed Haeholche 
wee railway is faithful to the details 
of Americas railway amthoda Mere 
than *3,500,000 was received from Jhs 
vale of these heads. The road rest 
for roll et ruelles, et*., was probably *8, 
100,000. Tbe road bad alee received a 
laud grant of 1,«00J)00 acres and a cash 
subsidy of **o,ooo a year. It was 

> leased to I bo C.P A for sis years with
out rental.** The promoters thus got a 
million sot of the scheme and the CVP.B 
gut the rood and Ha lands to be added 
to their other estâtes

The Calgary and Edaroaloe Railway 
Un was incorporated la l W0 Par Ha 
340 miles of line the promet era get the 
usual land greet of ill nr rye per mils 
and a mail subsidy of *08,000 Many 
of il» promoters ead conlrt. .-lore wore 
clearly amor is ted with the C.P K. The 
read obtained beading powers 4 *83,
MM) a mile, and immediately tbs road 
weal under tbe control of tbs C.P R 
company, whs at lb# <«silos of 1**1 
got permivotes to subetilel# its ewe de
benture slosh for lhal of the sees pear 
At that time 8*1 miles had hero belli 
si s coot ee alleged by lb# rompeay of 
»3,r|Traa8, or *13,000 a mi to. With a 
road bed poorly told ee the prairie Hr 
John Holes that it did net east mere 
than *7.000 a mile, at which rata the 
cost would he *3.1*1,000 Now the 
toad grant aloes for the whole road al 
*3 an acre weald he worth *8,1384*00,
Sot to •)rot of the ween raised there 
after by high freights which U pet ia 
to fare*, or the 1 uaeereod tor rom set ** 
of the Mach

These and osar other leManroe mold 
he sited to skew that the original ear 
net Moan of the I * P B was the Bailee 'a 
wooes and toad sad the national credit, 
bet. mere than that, lbs breach Irons 
which H get (I Sieastos ef he varions 
mothiidy esse thsmnslvss Mill sort ee 
see lien, f waded as the publia assets 
and credit, whether provincial ef fat ' 
real All the aliens - of viarha by the 
iestrone# ef reptiel permitted at alas 
■liSwreel times Mace the C\P B ream 
isle being, ere amply o method of '
• epilelMieg. far the broeâl ef a foe 
e.ehhy wee. valecs which Were *rM 
obtained from the Cans dies people ead 
have Hero grows eel of their lobora 
By all moral right the « PR. MlU he 
toon» to the i*op Is oho ereeled H, 
ead without oboes industry end labor 
It mold ont esiH far a month The 
rompeay has tort ala natural rights 
an mag rot of admieiMraliro and the
• ash reelrlheltone ef Ha sbafoheidoru, 
hat the attempt made by cams ef its
• rot rollers la d lame lots lbs predie ef 
I ho rompeay end tbe taeieeeed salon 
ef vbares from the | copie from whom 
these psodls are tehee, and who gaie 
the shores that Improve to rooster felt

T to man the people's light 
r.vigkt psvhege I sstvo te rond acted 
by tbe pM store seder lb# seme of 
parrot pent Is «'needs Ibto import 
eel public • knows ee '* It
press ' * and to tbrown late lbs bands 
ef eaprros cm pa si su seel rolled by lbs 

• «as alee lb# pseelis# 
la I be I'oiled Metro seul e fee wrote 
eg*, sirs, follow lag as tbe publie et 
i «ours ef tbs rosrmsps prod Is made 
by I bees sipesss - vrpiorattaa» rot ef 
their lea lag fraeehim paronra, tbe VAW EXT MO TO AD V BBT PULbdA jtSMTIOW TUB QUIDS


