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Graft in War Contracts

Disgraceful Revelations at Ottawa Regarding Purchase of Supplies for,
Canadian Troops

The ehief interest in the proceedinygs

of parliament durine  the past few
weeks has again been centered in the
investigations iy or n the ommit

teen The pub weeaunts committe
has been particularly produoetive of de
velopments of a wone too creditable
character, while 1n the pecinl commit
ipplied to

tee investigating the

Caunadian oldier ‘ nee  has been

given in condemnpation of the footwear
and also in
of the manufascturers

made were ag good

support of the contention
that - the hoots
f not hetter, than

the specifications called for

The bad effect from a bhusine tand
point of the patronage system was par
ticularl emphanized b an investiga
tion in the publie account omimittee

of the sale of binoculars to the militia
department A numbey of binoculars
it was shown, had been offered to the
department by b Jilsky, an Ottawa

dealer, of the Liberal political per
sunsion, but’ were not accepted on that
weconnt Subgequently they were s0dd
to the department by a local company
of which T Birkett, the son of a former
member of parliament, is the head, at
an advanee in cost of at-least sixty per
cont The binoculars were bought in
the United States for 581K, ineluding
duty. and sold to the government for
i“‘,' 2, a profit for the middleman of
$3.314,

Both Parties Responsible

Previous letters have told the story
of how W. F. Garland, Conservative
nember for Carleton, was mixed up in
a transaction whereby a drug clerk in
his employ got away with a profit of
$6,300 on a supply of bandages—a pro
fit subsequently surrendered as a result
of the light thrown upon it by the in
quiry The more recent probings of the
committee have revealed the faet that
(. C, Hurdman, Liberal M. LA, for Ot
tawn, made some uge of his relation
ship with an official of the militia de
partment to obtain information for an
American automobile firm.for whom he
was acting as agent The understand
ing wag that the company was to keep
this information to themselves, because
otherwise ‘Y9t might injure u i et
ting further orders. ™’ The Ottawa
Froe P'ress, the local Liberal organ, re
marks editorially in dealing with this
matter:  ““There i8 no evidence that
the government suffered as the result
of Mr. Hurdman's action as an inter
mediary, or that he materially profited
ervl.\', but it is an indication of the
convietion that seems to exist hoth in
gide and outside the government that
the situation set up by the war is ‘fair
meat’ for anyhody in a position to take
advantage of it.”’ The Free Press asks
if it is not possible for Conservatives
and Liberals to get together, forget
their purely party differences, and take
immediate action to eradicate this ean-
cer that is eating into the hody politie
and threatens to spread into the life
of the nation. [If ever a party truce
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Seed Grain, Wheat
Oats, Barley 7. 1377

A large stock of Marquis Wheat,

Banner and Abundance Oats and

6-rowed Barley on hand. Also a

full line of Field Grains and Garden

Seeds. Samples and prices furnish-
ed on application.

S. A. EARLY & CO. LTD.

SASKATOON, Sask.
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Raw lF ur's

We Pay Highest Values
Write for Price List ¢“E’ and
8hipping Tags

PIERCE FUR CO. LTD.

King and Alexander, Winnipeg, Canada
===

\ff-\-rfnd'e/‘n? thru Charles E.

vere necded 1id the Free Press, it is
for a jsade against the grafter
M. P. Horse Buyer

Another peculiar transaction
nquired into by the
i« one relating to the pur
chase by A. DeWit Foster, Conserva
tive M.P. for King's, N.8., of 428
horses for the first overseas contingent
it a cost of #72,000. The - evidence
that a Mr. MeKay, at present

John Stanfield, the
ef Conservative whip, hought $19,000
while acting under the
nstructions of a friend of Mr, Foster’s,
amed 8. B. Keever This man Keever

being
public aceounts

¢ uecretary of

ol horsd

has since disappeared with all the ree
ords as to the prices paid for the
htirses All the auditor-general has to

cover the purchases are cheeks paid to
middlemen on the order of Mr. Foster
ieting a8 purchaser for the government,
Mr. McKay, in giving his evidence,

snid that he did not know anything
abhout Keever He did not even know
hig firgt name He had met Foster,

M.I%., and Keever and a Ialifax man
named Woodworth in Ottawa Keever
and MeKayv left together for Mr. Fos
ter’s  constituency The three —asso
cintes—Keever, MeKay and Woodworth

with a livery man named Walter
Moore, proceeded "to buy the horses.
Foster made out the checks. MeKay
got 10,630, Keever ot $24.445, Wood
worth %21,7%4 and Moore #3500, Me
Kav «aid in hig evidence that he got all
hig chee! thruy Keever It took thewn
about two weeks to buy the horses,
then Keever disappeared with all the
recorda which MeKay had turned over
to him, giving details as to prices paid
and the= horses bought. MeKay came
back to Ottawa and i¢ avain aecting as
for John Stanfield, the chief
whip, this
told the committee he had made noth
ing on the whole transaction but %150
which Keever gave him and ont of
which he had to pay his expenges. Mr.
Foster, who paid the cheeks., was in
the committee all afternoon, but did
not offer to testify. Just why he should
have interested himself in buyving the
horses and why he got these particn
lar friends to buv for him is not ex
plained. Some of the farmers who sold
the horses may be called to testify as
to iust what prices they received as
comvared with the prices which Fos
ter's purchasing acents received. It
mav be noted. too, that Mr. Woodworth
mining  engineer at
York, and probably
cannot he reached as a witness.

Profits on Boots

The most interestine revelation in
the hoots committee this week was also
in connection with hie profits made by
middlemen on war contracts, Tt was
shaown that on seventeen thousand pairs
of army boots_and twenty two thous
and pairs j( canvas <hoes which the
Gauthier Cdmpany. Quebee, sold to the
Slater, the
Intter got a commission of no lose than
$£15.275. The compantv whie™ made the
hoots, having all the work and trouble,
only wot a profit of #8650, which on
an order of this size would appear to
he vllli'l' reasonahble The story of
Slater'’s big profits at the expense of
the country which is straining its fin
ancial resources to provide the sinews

“ecretary

Conservative session., ITe

is said to bhe a
present in New

of war was told by (teorve Long, seere
tary of the Gauthier Company. The
price of the army bonts, “he said, was
fixed by the company at $3.27, which
left the company a profit of twenty-five
cents per pair. Slater sold the hoots to
the government at about $3.85. On
the canvas shoes the company made a
profit of twenty cents per pair. while
Mr. Slater got away with a second pro-

- fit of twenty-five cents per pair.

‘“So Mr. Slater was making twice as
much as you?'" commented Mr. Middle-
bro. the chairman of the committee.

‘“Yes,”" replied the witness.

‘“And all he was doing was to walk
up here and around the departments
and sell to the government?'’

““Yeas.’’

““The poor middlemen.”’ remarked F
B. MecCurdy, Conservative member for
Queens-Shelburne *

Another

interesting dev elopment in

GROWERS’

GUIDE

the boots inquiry was the bringing out
of the fact that eastern boot manufac
turers sold to a number of Winnipeg
obbers at from %3.40 to %3.50, boots
which thevy were selling to the govern
These boots were sold
government by the Winnipeg
firms, including T. Rvan and Company,
Kileour and Rimer, Marsh Western
I.td.. and bv them sold to the depart
ment at higher under
stood that the
about %20.000

Hughes Defends Boots

Major General Sam Hughes appeared
heéfore the hoots committee on Tues
dav, and made a - characteristically
breezy defence of himself and his de
partment. In regard to the hoots, he
declardd that Canadian boofs are super
inr to despite the faet that
the Canadians now in Northern France
are.not wearing footwear made on this
side of the Atlantiec. General Hughes
did not appear to wive a hoot for the
opinion of General Alderson. who is
commanding the Canadian army. He
referred to Sir Geo. Perley, the acting
high ecommissioner in London and one
of his own eolleagues. as tho he were
merely fulfilling the duties of a elerk
when he transmitted eomplaints in re
aard to the hoots to the prime minister.

Altho the minister spoke so glibly in
defence of the transactions of his de
partment, within forty-eight hours of
the givine of his evidence he suspended
(!ol. Geo, IMurdman, insgpector of tech
nical equipment, the officer who is un
der some degree of susgpicion since the
inquiry into the purchase of binoculars.
Aceording to 8. Rilsky, already refer
red to, he was asked bv T. Birkett to
¢ion an agreement covering a charce
of two dollars per glass for ““inciden
tale.””  This Bilskv declined to do.
Jirkett denied ever having paid this
money, and Tlurdman denied having
received it, hut he has heen suspended
further departmental in-

ment for #3553

to, the

prices It is
profits amounted

to

Iritish

pending  a
:,uir\'.
Electioneering in the Trenches

The Commons failed to bring about
prorocation hy Easter, as the govern
ment had hoped. Tn view of the devel
opments in the committees of inquiry
this would have heen impossible anyv
way., even if the government had not
introduced a numher of bhills at a late
hour of a fairly contentious character.
One of“these provides for the giving of
the franchise to all soldiers on active
service. The Housce is acreed as to the
desirability of doing this if it were
practiecable. bhut the Opnosition does
not think it possible to frame a satis-
factory measure. They think that
Lord Kitehener would probably object
to the carrying of partizan Canadian
nolities into the trenches of Flanders
at a serious stage of the war, while the
ovnortunities for the dishonest mani
vulation of votes sent across the At
lantiec hv mail to partizan returning
officers would he without limit. Curi
ouslv enouch when the hill was first
taken un by the committee TTon. C. ]
Dohertvy expressed the view that it
would he practically impossible to col
leet the <oldiers’ vote at the front.
Now he is fathering the bill thru the
Mouse.  The only explanation would
seem to be that he is vielding to the
nressure of other members of the cab-
inet who think more of elections than
of anything. Many Conservatives
have frankly stated in private conver
sation that if the bill goes thru the
IMouse they expeet that the Senate will
kill it. A1l they want is another
““loyalty’’ ery against the Opposition.

The Election Law

The committee which has lahored for
two sessions with election law reforms
has brought forth but small results.
Workmen under the bill now introduced
will be given an additional hour in
which to vote at noon without loss of
pay, but there will he no extension of
the hours of voting. Another bill to
amend the Controverted Elections Act
has been introduced as a result of the
labors of this committee. Tt contains
a number of commendable amendments
which will have a tendency to shorten
election trials, but that is about all.
The proposals to make contributors to
campaign funds reveal their names and
the amounts of their subscriptipn has
been conveniently forgotten. and it is
safe to say that nothing will he said
about this omission in the House, now
that we are  apparently, so near the
date of arather anneal to the people
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ASSISTING THE LABOR PROBLEM

The labor problem is one of the
hardest matters to confronting
the western farmer today. lHired help
is hard to obtain on a great many
farms. The reasons for this state of
varied but one
certainly is that in the large majority
of cases there is a lack of understanding
hetween the man and his employer
Anvone who has been a hired- man in
the West must

Sometimes the ‘‘hoss’’

solve

affairs are many and

recognize this  fact
is to blame and
in other instances misunderstanding is
due to the hired man. In either case
a little more toleration and judgment
shown would lead to mutual benefits,
and so it is that the little book just
issued by the Saskatchewan Depart
ment of Agriculture under the title of
““Practical pointers for farm hands'’
is strongly recommended for the con
sideration of the ‘‘boss’’ as well as
the hired man.

Here are a few quotations from the
book taken at random:

““Don’t think the boss ought not to

watch you and your work., That is
his business. And. he would much
rather find things all right than al

wrong. If your work pleases him, you
will be glad, and if it does not you
should be glad to find it out so you can
avoid further error. [lis careful in
spection is no offence, and you do him
wrong to take it se.’’

‘“Go to the front of your horses once
in-a while and see if the harness is all
right and that the sweat pads are in
place. The man who is always on the
wateh is worth twice as much as the
other kind. Don’t expect two sets
of harness to work perfectly a whole
half day without attention. A steam
enginme will not do that and it is built
much more solidly.

‘*When you are asked to help move
some furniture or clean the stove pips,
do so cheerfully. Don’t act as if you
are doing too much of a favor. You
may get hurt or get sick and have to be
taken care of yet. Anyway, think of
the stormy days and breakdowns that
give you hours and hours of rest in the
busy times.”’

There are 200 pointers in this little
bhook and every farmer and hired man
in the West should have one. A ecard
sent to the Department of Agriculture,
tegina, asking for ‘‘Practical Poirters
for Farm Hands’’ will receive prompt
attention.

STUDENT REUNIONS

For college students, ex-students and
graduates who are spending the summer
months in the country in Manitoba, a
new event is being arranged for the mid-
summer in the form of student reunions.
Two, at least, of such reunions will he
organized, one at Souris, in the south,
and one at Sandy TLake, in the north and
west of the province. These reunions
will be organized by the student Young
Men's  Christian  Association of the
colleges, and in each case will last three
or four days. Dates will be so arranged
that the students on farms will be able
to plan to take such a holiday at the slack
mid-summer season. 1

The purpose of the reunions will be
three-fold: (1) To provide for a pleasant
outing for men between whom there is a
natural bond; (2) To keep ex-students
and graduates linked up with their
colleges, to keep them informed of and
in sympathy with the work being done
there; and (3) To help them in their
christian thought and in relating their
christian ideas and ideals to conditions
and life in their home®districte.

The program will be very similar to
that of a student conference or a summer
school. The forenoons and eyenings
will be devoted to study groups, addresses,
ete., and the afternoon to a strong athletic
program, includirg track, aquatic and
team sports.

The student committees which are
c()mpletlng arrangements for these re-
unions are very hopeful that all college
men within reasonable distance of these
points will plan to attend. A nominal
registration fee will be charged to cover
expenses. Those who can attend the
Sandy Lake camp, please communicate
with J. E. Sirett, of Neepawa, and those
who can attend the Souris camp, com-
municate with F. F. Laughland, of
Hartney, or J. R. Bell, of Clearwater,
Man. All eommuniecations should reach

these men by June 135, or as much earlie -
as possible.
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