138

THE CANADIAN LIBERAL MONTHLY

APrIL, 191

AN ANALYSIS OF THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN VIEW OF THE REQUEST FOR

EXTENSION OF

W ITHOUT making any prediction as to whether
or not the further extension of Parliament asked
for by the Government will be approved by the
Opposition, the moment would appear to be op-
portune to analyse the political situation.

Two prime questions are, whether in view of
the war, it would be justifiable to override the
constitution without appealing to the people, and
whether the record of the Government entitle them
to a continuance in office.

The law is clear that the life of Parliament is
five years. The constitutional term of the present
Parliament expired in October 1916, and since then
the government of the country, has not been by
the people. It is an arbitrary Government and
Parliament kept in existence by extraordinary
legislation, respecting which thé people have not
been consulted. In a democratic country the
people’s rights in regard to their government can
not be too strongly or zealously safe guarded, and
there is always grave danger in establishing pre-
cedents which tend to minimize or prejudice these
rights. Governments and Parliaments are the
mouthpieces and representatives of the people;
they acquire all their powers from the people, and
have in fact no status or authority except from and
through the people. The extension of Parliament
agreed upon getween the two political Parties last
year was ‘undoubtedly a subversion of the rights
of the public. The justification for it were the
unprecedented and perilous circumstances arising
from the war and the fact that public opinion seemed
to be in favour of it. But the question that now
arises is, how far and how long is it safe and wise
to go in that direction? What right would the
Members of Parliament have to assume that in
voting for a further extension of Parliament they
would be voting as the people would wish them to
do. Neither the press nor the flotsam and jetsam
of public conversation, which usually sway the
average Member of Parliament, is at all equivalent
to the polled vote of the people. Experienced
politicians know that a preponderating majority
of the electorate are of the silent type, who record
their views only through the medium of the ballot
box. It would seem to be idle, therefore, to argue
that a further extension of Parliament would be
in harmony with the maintenance of the true
principles of a free democracy. :

Government Not a Model One.

If the Government were a model one with a
record for solid achievement towards the public
welfare, there would be less cause for alarm, but
standing out clear and bold are the facts that the
Government never have captured the imagination
of the people and never have had the full confidence
even of their own political friends. Wherever one
may go in this big country to-day he will find a
strong undercurrent of intense feeling against the
administration. Judged by any fair and reason-
able standard or test that may be ?.Ipplied, the
Government are found sadly wanting. 1
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