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. PESMOT INTO WHA AINEAL

& ¢ Retarn unto thy rest, O my soul~; for the Lord | of its power ? Of all the objections urged against
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the hour was late, that the sermon was long ;
and he went down and prayed the young man to
life again, and sent him and his friends away
comforted. There is something to be learned
from these examples.— Watchman and Reflector.
There is a simple and easy way to overcome
the tendency to sleep in church—and there are
many to whom this inconvenient drowsiness is
very mortifying, who will be glad to know it. It
is to take a !‘ev minutes sleep before going to
| church. A short nap in a chair will commonly
be sufficiznt te relieve all of troublesome sleepi-
ness. We have often tried it, and can recom-
mend it from experience. In the meantime deal
gently with the sleepers. They often fight a
hard fight against drowsin:ss. Tu wake up at
‘| little child quietly sleeping in church is barba-
rous.— Ed. Epis. Meth.

Beligions - Hliscellany.
Seeking Christ.
A PARAPHRASE OF CANTICLES III, 1-4.
BY M. L. HAWLEY.
[n night’s lone. bour, reflections grave
Drove gentle slumber from mine eyes ;
I felt that ounly Chting could save
Me by bis precidus sacrifice ;
Aod bim in silent prayer I sought—
1 sought him, but 1 found him pot.

Then where the congregations meet,
And God in solemn awe adore :
Or bowing at the mercy-seat,
His saving help and grace implore ;
There bim in sacred rites I sought—
Isought him, but I'found him not.

Mystery of the Atonement.

“ Bebold the Lamb of God, that taketh away
the sin of the worid.” Here is the great central
truth and reality of the gospel. Here lies the
great mystery of redemption. There is a little
mystery about the doctrine of simple repentance
for sin. It is a dictate of natural duty, recog-
nized more or less as fit and appropriate the
world over. But when we hear a voice from
heaven, telling us that our sins, npon repentance
may be all freely set aside, and never more
counted against us, because of what the Son of
‘| God bas borne by his incarnation and death,
then we strike a truth which does not belong to
this world, and which would never have been
conceived by art or man’s device. That is the
central truth of Chtistianity. And yet it is not
arbitary and technical. It is founded in the in-
finite reason ot God. If any man say, with a
carping and critical spirit, that it does not square
with his reason, ind that he caunot comprehend
such s plan, we reply that it is all the better and
ncbler because he cannot understand it. God
does mot require him to comprehend it. He
asks him joyfally and thankfully to accept it, in
childlike confidence, as the best and kindest pro-
vision which the heart of boundless love could
devise.

God be praised that he has given us a gospel

Hope then surrendered to despair ;
My mind was overgghelmed with dread ;
Tbe wstebmen found me wandering there,
To whom in earnest words I said :
w0 tell a pinzer, faint and blind,
Where he may Chrin‘t, the Saviour, find P "

. Just as I thus my Lord confessed,
- Aud lecked by faith to bim alone,
At onge be clasped me to his breast,
And sweetly claimed me for his own ;
And then, too, filled with joy divine,
My heart responsive claimed him mine.

I beld him fast in mine embrace,
And brought him {o'my home to dwell,
From whence the brightness of his face
Did every gloomy shade dispel :
He bade all jarring discord cease,
Aod spread eround sweet joy and peace.

Whom my soul loveth, thus I found ;
And thue he caused my lips to.sing :

His mercies still t'ward me abound ;
And still to him by faith I cling ;

And never will I let Bim go,

Till I in heaven his glory know.

Sleeping in Church.

Our census returns, though very full and par-
calar on many points, do not undertake to give
the sumber or proportion of persons wko are
sddicted to the habit of sleeping during the
public worship of God. It is known, however,

hend—a gospel which in its central and vital
idea transcends all power of the human mind,
and soars far above the range of all human phil-

ta be very large, and it is thought by some to | csophy. **Great is the mystory of godliness.”
be increasing. The practice is not confined to It is the excellence of the system that the wise
the ungodly, but is likewise found among pro- | man, glorying in wisdom, cannot compass it,
fessors of religion, and even among the officers and bring it within the enclosure of his own nar-
of the ehurch. There is hardly an association, |row mind. Ita matter for gratitude that the
of & county, which has not at least one church, | self-conceited Jew should find it a stumbling
io which there is at least one deacon who often | block, and that the sharpand philosophic Greek
sleeps in meeting. It has been said, indeed, | should propounce it foolishness. Would.the
that ministers ard doctors of divinity, have |stars that deck the heavens make up so glorious
been seen nodding, if not napping ; but this is |8 firmament as now, if they were so small ‘hf
probably an exaggeration. Or, if it is true of | men, standing on the earth, could snatch all their
the last named class, they may find some ex- |secrets. The sun is an unfathomable mystery.
tenuation of their faults in the natural and al- | Pbilosophy toils at the subject from age to age
most inevitable re-action after the overstrained |but how little comparatively is gained! Is the
bodily and mental efforts by which they have |sum any less a sublime and glorious reality be-
purchased to themselves this good degree.— |cause man cannot explain it, and find the secret

the way of salvatiop revealed in the scriptures,
none are more weak than those which assume
that the system must be comprehended in all its
parts and arrangements, before the human mind
can intelligently receive and embrace it. It
were just as wise for a man to take the ground”]
that his food cannot nourish him unless he has
first-analyzed chemically into its elements. Christ
can be made, even to the humblest and most un-
speculative of ymen, * wisdom, and righteous-
ness, and sanctification and redemption.” Thou

bath'dealt bountifully with thee.

There are various clesses. There are careless
sleepers, who dose away their time in church
because they have no love for the Word of God,
nointerest in the preacher’s message. There
are full fed sleepers, who have overloaded their

..somachs with food, not understanding, perhaps,
or not considering, that on the day on which
they do not work, neither should they eat as
much as on other days. There are foul air
tleepers, who become stupefied and fall asleep

children? He looked at- me steadfasty, and al-

the Lord ssid that He is a Father of the father-
less, and a Judge of the widow? No; they are
cared for. I have prayed the Lord that he would
be their guardian.
not troubled ; you are not afraid; you believe in
Jesus ?”

and rejoice that you go to Jesus.
you with the children in His own time. Jesus
will help me train up the children through His
Holy Spirit.” ‘

beautiful here, O how beautiful wiil it be when
the angels help in it!
blessing is no near.”

stood, and went to the shelf and brought down
a little saucer in which her husband kept his
money.
pencs,) in it, all that remained of his store. He
took them with trembling fingers, and laid them
in my haad and said :

know how to die in peace.”
said :

which the wiedom of this world cannot compre- |everything has been reckoned for the funeral,
these six groschens remain.”

children ?”
my ear, ‘ Hs is very good, and very rich.”

the mission box as a great traasure, and it has
been a struggle for me to pay them away. But,
if they had not been paid away the dying men’s
wish would not have been-fulfilled.

wept, nor his three eldest children—neither in the
church nor at the grave. But the youngest child,
a boy of about five years, who followed the body,
wept bitterly. |
wept so bitterly at his father’s grave, and the
child made answer.

with him to the Lord Jesus, for I begged of him
with my whole heart that he would take me.”

take you with him ; only the Saviour couid do
that : you should pray to him.”

because they Jreathe a heavy, polluted atmos-
phere, which has been breathed over and over
by thote fellow-worshippers and fellow-sleepers.
There are tired sleepers, who ars unwillingly
paying to nature the debt out of which they
have been trying to cheat her, by working too
much and sleeping too little. And, finally, there
are constitutional sleepers, whose bilious tenden-
cies tyranmize over them, especially in crowded
and ill-ventilated churches, ia spite of their re-
solves and efforts. .
What is the cure for this evil! Some treat
it with solemn rebuke on the idreverence and
indecency of the practice. This may do for the
first kind ; but it is not adapted to all cizsses.
Some resort to bitter irony, or merry ridicule,
hoping by these to induce sleepers to open their
eyes and to mend their manners. We have not
much confidence in either of these remedies ;
and-we think that the preachers who use them
sometimes profane the house of God quite as
much as the sleepers themselves. The remedy
should be sdapted to the peculiar type of the
disease. In some cases fasting would be more
efficacious than prayer without that accompani-
ment. Light food in moderate quantity on the
8abbath is best for both body and soul, and most
conducive to the spiritual enjoyment and bene-
ficia! effect of Divine worship. Proper ventila-
tion is an excellent antidote. The responsibility
of much of the sleeping in church belongf to
architects, and building committees, and sex-
tone. The wholesale distillers of drowsiness are
more to blame than the moderate driokers of it ;
especially as the fault of the last is involuntary.
More sleep and less work would help some to
keep awske in church. They ought not to labor
% hard on Saturdays. They ought to go to
bed earlier on Saturdsy nights. 1f they cannot
do either of these without takirg pains azd
making sacrifices, they ought to be willing to
take pains and make sacrifices. It is hard to
prescribe for the constitutionslsleepers. Let
them attend to their general health and take
proper mediciwes. -
It is an ancient evil, this sleeping in meeting,
and we sometimes wonder that, among the many
thiags said and written about it, more attention
bas not been paid to the Scripture treatment of
~ it We have twe examples of it in the New
Testament, one of sleeping at the evening prayer
meeting, and one of sleeping under au evening
sermon. When the disciples repeatedly fell
Msleep i the prayer-meeting in Gethsemane,
Josus uéed no harsh denunciation, no biting sar-
4m, no provoking ridicule, but a mild admo-
Dition, s gentle rebuke, tende: expostulation;
even a generous spology. When the young
man at Tross™ got asleep under Paul’s sermon,
%d fell from an upper window, the apostle did
Bt say, “ Good enough for him ; he might
kept awake ; lot them go and bury him as
*0nss they please.” No; he considered that

bast hid these things from the wise and prudent
and hast revealed them unto babes.—Congrega-
tionalist.

Questions Concerning the Bible.
These who deem the Bible an imposture, are
requested to answer the following questions : —
1. Can say one inform me when it was first
palmed on the credulity of mankind P

2, How is it so little adapted to gratify the
sinful propensities of human nature?

3. How -is it so pure, and lofty and god-like
in its demands ?

4. How bas it been so wonderfally preserved
in a world so hostile to its interests

5. How has Omnipotence so often interposed
to vary itx claims ?

6. How is it that Palestine, Idumea, Babylon,
Egypt, Assyria, and Rome, are all, at the present
moment, monuments, to the very letter, of the
truth of its awful predictions ?

7. How can we accoant for its early and sig-
pal triumphs over the temples and religion of
Paganism, when no arm of power interposed on
bebalf of its heralds; and when imprisonment
and death awaited its converts ?

8. How is it that the happiest states of society
bave been found under its auspices, and that na-
tions rise in the scale of civilizatiou and human-
ity, as they yield’themselves to its benign and
purifyiog influence ?

9. How is it that the greatest ornaments of
buman nature, those who have shed sn imper-
ishable lustre on the race, have been Christians P

10. How is it that the most wonderful trans-
formations our world has ever bebeld, have been
wrought upon individual character, by the mighty
power of the gospel of Christ ?

11. How comes it to pass that the Bible, writ-
ten by so many different persons, in so many
different places, in so many different ages, is yet
so consistent and harmonious in all its parts ?

12. How is it, that in the nineteenth century
of the Christian era, the imposture is further than
ever it was from detection, and the advocates and
friends of Christianity are more numerous than
at any former period since Jesus of Nazareth
appeared in our world ?

13, How is it taat all other systems of relig-
ion are gradually sinking into decay, while
Christianity is coming forth before the nstions,
* fair as the moon, clear as the sun. and terrible
as an army with banners P”

14. In one word, if it be an imposturo, how is
it that it answers to every just view of the blend-
ing recitude and love of God? How is it that
it realizes the best hopes of human nature ? How
is it that it is the best solace for mourners; the
best mitigator of human woes ; the best preser-
vative sgaingt the vices and blandishmentss of
the worlds the-best security of all the social vir-
tues , the best conservator of the peace, sanctity

in the hour of dissolution, when all the visions of
life have fled, and the anxious forboding spirit of
man is about to take its flight into the unknown
regions of the invisible world ? ;
Receive, then, the Bible as the Word of God,"
believe in that Savicur whom it makes knowau,
and you shall be saved.— Religious Tract So-
eiety Publication. |
|

~ The Story of Faith,
Sometime ago I stood by the bedside of a sick
laborer who had a wife and four children. He
bad lain sick for three weeks, and the sickness
bad exhausted all his means. Noticing that he
was weeping while we sang a precious song of
Zion, I asked him why he wept P was he troubled
with the thought of parting from his wife and

most reproachfully, and answered :
= Daoes not Jesus stay with them? Has not

Is it not so wife ? You are

¢ Sarely,” she replied, “ I belieu in Jesus,
I shall toliow

“ Why do you weep, then,” I asked ?
“For joy ; for I thought if the singing is so

I wept for joy that this

Then he motioned to his wife. She under-

There were six groscheos, (about seven

¢ Toe heathen must have these, that they may
I turned to his wife, who nodded assent, and

“ We have talked it over elready. When

“ And what remains for you ?”
he Lord Jesus,” she replied.
“ And what d» you leave for your wife and

** The Lord Jesus,” he said ; and whispered in

85 I took the six groschens, and lzid them ia

That night he fell asleep.. And neither his wife

I asked him afterwards why he
] was 80 sorry that father did not take me
“ My child,” I eaid, * your father could not

“Qught I. then, to pray to bim for it?” he
asked.
“No, my child, if the Saviour will take you.
He himself will call for you: but if He will have
you grow up, then you must help your mother,
and have her live with you ; will you ?”

He said :

I would like to go to Jesus, and I would like
to grow up that mother might live with me.”

“ Now then,” I replied, ** say to the Lord Je-
sus’ that He must choose.”

¢ That is what I will do,” ke said, and was
gaeatly delighted and in pesce.—Pastor Harmes
in * Good Words.”

‘“ The Word by the Way.”

Several years since two merchants had taken
their seats in the morning train for this city.
They were neighbors, dwelling ia s neighboring
city, and doing business in Boston. Although
their residences were near together, and they
saw each other daily, they were not intimate.
They had few sympathies in common. One bad
been for many years a professed disciple of
Christ, loving the sanctuary, the prayer-meeting,
and alive to all that pertained to the spread of
the Gospel. The other was a respectable aad
successful merchant, absorbed in basiness, and
to all appearance indifferent to all beyond this
life. On the morning in question these two
neighbors happened to occupy the same seat in
the car. They soon became earnestiy in conver-
gation on business, its prospects, their own plans
and successes.

The worldly merchant, the elder of the two,
said he had been very successful for the year
past, and could now say he had a competence.
] do not care,” said he, * to be worth amy
more.”

« Well,” said his friend, * this life, then, is
all provided for. Tkat is all right. But how
about the life beyond P

« Q,” was the reply, “ I never trouble myself
about that.”

“ But ought you not to trouble yoursalf about
itp”

“ No, I think net.
right.”

¢ But I would not thus trust without looking
into the matter. The interests involved are
momentous.”

The train bad reached the station, and the
two merchants separated, each taking his way
to his owa place of business. A few months
afterward the Christian merchant missed kis
neighbor from the morning train. On inquiry
he learned that he was sick. Days and weeks
passed, and he knew only that his neighbor was
unable to be out. At length, as he was in his
office in the city one day, he received s telegram
that his neighbor was dying and was desirous to
see him., He lost no time in hastening to his
bedside. There, surprised and delighted, he
heard from the lips of the dying man this an-
nouncement :

« I could mot die without thanking you, sir,
for what you ssid to me some montha since in
the car. It made an impression on me at the

I trust that wiil be all

and happiness of families; and the best friend

time, and since I have been shut up here it has

drinking taloon.

said, in a kind, but.serious way :

very geenteel-looking young man came up to
him in the street, and bowing, said :

the Superintendent of such a Sunday-school P

you.”

come up to me egein. Iam dying, but I trost
all is right beyond. My hope is in Christ.”

Was not that arich reward for one act of
Christian fidelity ? What opportunities for thus |
speaking a ** word by the way ” are constantly
occurring, and how glorious would be the re-
sults were they improved !—Watchman and
Reflector.

The Diamond keeps its Mark. |
The Bible tells us that a large nart of the hea- |
venly city, the New Jerusalem, is e.mposed nf;
gold, and that that gold is as clear a« glaes. It
is transparent ; you can see through it.

What a blessed thing it is to think of having
our names, and everything we do for Jesus writ-
ten there, so that they never can be rubbed out !
Every little movement made with the point of a
diamond on glass will leave s mark there. And
80 everything we do for Jesus, no matter how
little, will be written on the golden glass of hea-
ven in such a way that it cannot be rubbed eut.

We read in the new Testament about the wo-
man who came to our Saviour before his cruci-
fixion, and poured the ointment on his feet.—
The .lisciples found tault with her, but Jesus
took her part, and eaid that wherever the Gos-
pel was preached, in all the worid, the good
deed that she had done should be known ard
mentioned to her honor. She immade a mark
then that will never be rubbed out.

One day the Superintendent of a Sunday-
school in this city was going along near Third
and Dock streets. He saw one of the large
boys, belonging to his sehool, coming out of a
The boy’s name was George
Simpson. As the Buperintendent passed by,
he raised his finger, and shaking his head, he

“ Take care, George ; take care.”
Some ten or twelve years passed away, and
he had forgotten all about it, when one day a

¢ [ think, sir, this is Mr. P., who used to be
“ That is wy name, but I'don’t remember

% Don't you remember a boy named George
Simpson, who used to belong to your echool ?”

% No, I can’t recollect the name.”

# Well, sir, don't you remember meeting him
one day, coming out of a drinking jlace, near
Third and Dock streets, when you shook your
finger at him and said, ¢ Take care, George!"”

0, yes, I remember that.”

“ Well, sir,” said the young maz, “I am
George Simpsen, and I waat to thank you for
what you did and said that day. It was a little
thiag, but it saved me from ruin. I was just
beginaing to go the drunkard’s ways. But
something in your words and manner made a
great impression on me. I quit drinking. Not
long after I joined the church. Now I am living
in the West, and am quite well off; but, my
dear sir, I owe it all to you.”

Now you see how that Superintendent like a
diamond, was making a mark that can never be
rubbed out.

Bible Illustration.

A jeweller one day received a call from a gen-
tleman who wished to have a very valuable
diamond re-set. The jewel had been an heir-
loom in the family for several generations. His
directions as to the new setting were so very
minute and particular, that the jeweller wrote
them down, and wrapping the diamond in the
bit of paper upon which he had written, put it
caretully away. But when he was ready to do
the work, the little package could not be found !
The jeweller was very much alarmed and dis-
tressel. All he had in the world would no more
than pay for the store. If it was not found, be
was ruined. Day after day, and night after
night, scarcely taking time to eat or sleep, he
searched for it. Every box, chest, drawer and
casket was examined over and over sgain, but
all in vain. Days paseed on, and all who knew
of it, said that it would never be found. But
he still kept looking.

“ I must find it,” he said ; ¢ it is somewhere
in the house, and I must know where.”

At last, in & room where there was an open
fire, he saw among tke ashes a bit of paper, on
which he recognized some words of the direc-
tion the gentleman had given. He then thought
that the diamond must have fallen on the floor
and been swept into the fire. He carefully sifted
all the ashes made since that day, and at last
found it, perfectly uninjured, beautiful and ctpuk-
ling !

There is a jewel far more precious than any
dismond on earth. It is the Pearl of Great
Price. Every one who would “succeed in life’s
great work must kave it. Without it, the rich-
est setting of dress, accomplishment, education
or position is nothing. And the Bible tells us
that ‘without it, we are lost forever.

How few of us search for this gem inthe way
the jeweller sought for the diamond! First,
how promptly be began to look for it. He did
not sey, “ Yes, I know the diamond was very
valusble, and I thiok I will try to find it before
I die,” but be went to work at once. He could
not rest a moment until it was found. Then
how anzxiously and eagerly he looked. It would
have been very difficult to interest him in any-
thing else while a matter of such absording mo-
ment remained. And how diligently he sought.
He never stopped for a moment, except from
actual necessity. - With what determination too,
be continued his search, borne on by the de-
mands of the case. Consider, too, that he had
only the hope, not the certainty, of success, for
the diamond might have been irrecoverably lost.

If we will seek the Pearl of Great Price true
religion, thus promptly, eagerly, diligently, and
determinedly, we shall surely find it, for Jesus
has promised ¢ They that seek me early shall
find me.”—8. S. Times.

NOTHING TO HOLD ON BY.—An Infidel on
his death-bed felt himaelf adrift in the terrible
surges of doubt and uncertainty. Some of his-
frionds urged him to hold on to the end. *“I
bave no objection to holding on,” was the poor
man’s reply ; * but will you tell me what I am
to hold on by ?” There is the fatal want. Infi-
delity furnishes neither anchor mor rope to the

Gl Bisaling

The Queen’s English.

Dean Alford has, during the past few years
amused, and perbaps in
papers under the above title,
certain inaccuracies in provincialisms, of

in which
speech

series of

their means of correction shown.

“1 formerly mentioned,” eays the Dean,
“ that ‘used to was’ and ‘used to could’ were
reported os said in some parts of England. I
bave a ccnfirmation of this m a letter from
Derby. My correspondent says both expres-
siozs are very common there. ‘1 bave even/
be says, * heard ‘' used to did.” Perhaps,’ he
adds, ‘the following example may be new to
you. A young maa speske who bes married im
baste and is repenting ai leisure :

¢4 And when I think on what 1 am,
And what I used to was,

I feel I've throwed myself away
Without sufficient cause.”’

% A curious mistake is often mace in accept-
ing invitations. In full kaif the notes of this
kind which ere sent, we sce, ‘I sliall be very
happy to accept your invilation for tbe §ih/'—
But the acceptance is couveyed by that very
note, and your friend, when she gets it, will put
you down as baviog accepted. The sentence is
written in cor fusion between ‘I shall be very
bsppy to come,’ and * 1 sm very happy to sccept,’
or ¢ I accept with pleasure.” And so the former
half of the first sentence gets wedded to the
latter balf of the second.

¢ This kind of coufusion sometimes produces
comical results. ¢ Pat, does Mr. Flanagsn live
here? ‘Yes, yer honor, he does, but be’s
dead.’ * Why, when did be die? * Well, yer
honor, if he'd lived till next Tuesday, he’d be
dead a fortnight. What the man meens is
tolerably clear. He would say, ‘He'll have
been dead a fortnight oome next Tuesday.” But
in th. case of a living man, any assertion of this
class must be made with reserve, because he
may not live till next Tuesday; so Pat puts om
the veserve, and applies it to the dead, who is
beyond the reach of uucertsinty.

“ Auswers to invitations are set thick with
traps for the careless and the illiterate. Some-
times, instead of ¢invitation,’ we find a noun
unknown to our language intreduced, azd the
writer is happy to accept the kind * invite’ of his
host. Sometimes, when the invitation is de-
‘elined, the poor tenses of verbs are mangled in
the most ruthless manner.

« Take o few forms at random: ¢I should.
be happy to come, but——' *I should bave
been happy to come, but. * ¢] should bave
been happy te have come, but—"

The falsity of all these will be readily per-
ceived.

« 1t is astonishing what different things peo-
ple sometimes say from those which they in-
tended to say. There was a letter & short time
since, in one of the London papers, concerning
a matter which the writer believed to be no
credit to the Church. In his opening sentence
he intended to announce this. But he made a
very comical mistake. He esked the editor of
the paper to allow him ‘fo make o statement
which was no credit to the Church.’ And baving
done this, he signed himself * A Priest of the
Province of Canterbury.' So that as far as
appeared from the letter, & clergyman bad made
a discreditable statement. 1IN was the old story,
of on® going out to commit murder, and com-
mitting suicide by mistake.”

The Dean. received a letter from an * old-
fashioned single woman,” in which she says :

« ] grieve over the changes and innovations
in our language I hear daily around me, espe-
cially among young people. Young people say
¢ Thanks’ now, never, Thank you.’ I am sick
of ¢ abnormal,’ and ¢ wsthetic, and * elected,’ for
¢ chosen,’ all used most absurdly by modern
writers. ¢ Advent’ for ‘ coming’ I hate ; it seems
a sacred word, which ought to be only used for
our Saviour’s coming. Why has ‘people’ now
an s added fo it? -It never used to have; we
do not yet say ¢ sheeps ;' and both are mouns of
multitude.” F

$arlimmentary.

House of Assembly Debate on
Confederation.

As many of our readefs feel adeep interest in
the subject of Confederation, we give at some
length a report of the speeches in the House of
Assembly on this question. Mr. Stewart Camp-
bell’s amendment to the Address in reply to his
Excellency’s speech expressed a protest agsinst
the action of the delegation, and claimed that
the measure proposed should not go into oper-
ation until reviewed by the Legislature, and
sanctioned at the polls. The debate commenc-
ed on Monday the 18th inst; was contined on
Tuesday, and on Wednesday morning till two
o’clock.

Mr. 8. Campbell in support of his amendment
to the address asserted that the Confederation
Scheme was nothing less than a positive declar-
ation of war against the rights, privileges and
properties, of the inhabitants of Nova Scotis,
and contended that the measure was obnoxious
to the feeling and desires of a lérge msjority of
the people. To enforce the measure would tend
to engender sentiments of disloyalty, and it was
the duty of those in power to do all they could
to preserve the contentment of the people. He
besought the Government to delay the consider-
ation of the measure until after the next elec-

tion.

Mr. Killam, in seconding the amendment, de-
clared his conviction that the Confederation mea-
sure was fraught with dangerous consequences.
He was a loyal man.—He had always respected
the laws of the land, and was always pleased to
hear of British progress and success ia any quar-
ter, but he was confident this measure would un-
settle the loyalty of the people of this prosper-
ous Province. We were in too near proximity
to a powerful country to be trifled with, and be
warned the Government and the House to be-
ware of what they are doing, as a great respon-
sibility rested upon them. :

The Provincial Secretary said, it was but right
that the House should express its views on this
important matier. He had expected an amend-
ment of this chéraater, and was prepared to meet
it in all its phases. He felt that he approached
the House under circumstances, upon which he

sinking soul. It gives nothing to hold on by.

Goverrment, the

{could justly congtatulate the

Legislature and the country. He bad never bes- |

itated to avow bis lhonest conviction that Con-
federation would be the political salvation of the
Besides being the only guarantee of

I
| eountry.

ter of the country, and promote the prosperity
iof the people. He was aware that there were

| bave been exposed to good-netured ridicuie and last session some members who, while favorable

to Union in the abétract, objected to some of the
conditions of the Quebec plen of Confederation,
| but as more favourable terms had been obtained
| he now felt confidept the measure would meet
with the cordial support of these gentlemen. The
question of Colorisl Union was not one of sur-
prie. It had been before the country for about
20 years, and as it had been debated in ell its
phases, both ia the Legislature and out of it. He
had supported the:principle of Confederation in
a lecture delivered by him in St. John, N: B,
years 0go, and oo HBis return had re-echoed the
[ same sentiments in | Nova Scotia. He had re-
f peated them in Hants, Kiogs, Annapolis and
[ Cumberland Counties, amid the plaudits of nu-
merous listeners, asd expressed his views on
this important subjdct in the Assembly. Con-
federation had always been regarded as ome of
the great questions on which all parties could
consistently upite. Oculy a few ycars ago Mr.
Howe submitted restlutions on the subjéct which
received the support/of the conservative party of
the day. Both parties had jointly asked the
British Government for authority to consummate
a scheme of Union, 'and*Mr. Howe bad urged
the Governments of Canada and New Brunswick
to appoint delegations to confer respecting the
question. No one then declared that it would
be unconstitutinnal to pass such a measure
without first submitting it to the feople at the
polls. Mr. Howe bimself had proposed that
the messure should be framed by the dele-
gates, and subsequently sanctioned by the Pro-
vineial Parliament céncerned. The public men
of years back were cdmmitted to the principlé of
Union, and had agreed that the Legislature had
an undisputed right to ratify any measure of
Confederation. He défied the member for Guys-
boro to point to a solitary constitutional prece-
dent for referring such a question as the one un-
der consideration to the people at the polle. In
snswer to some observations made by Mr. Camp-
bell, he proceded to show that the Government
and Parlisment of Gieat Britain were well in-
formed upon the subject, and argued that the
Ministry of England had rightly interpreted the
constitution of the Provincee. Lord Carparvon
in introducing the bill, had said that it was only
neceessary to see what the legally constituted
authority of the counfry was, and that emisem
statesmen, as well as otkers, had laid down the
wholesome doctrine that the Legislature of a co-
lony had the right to alter its institutions, pro-
vided the action did not clash with Imperial in-
terests.—They “had the authority of majesty
itself, in the speech from the Throne, that the
Colonial Legislatures bad the right to appoint
delegates. With regard to the utility of the
Union, they found neatly every British statesman
unitiog in one common acclaim that it was only
by means of Confederation that the North Ame-
rican Colonies could be secured to the Crown.
The few in Great Britain who reflected the views
of the actis were those who wisked to rid Eng-
land of the expense of the Provinces. This par-
ty said that under the scheme Ergland would
be called npon to guarantee three millions ster-
ling for the construotion of a great iron highway
to more closely connect the provinces, and more-
over that Great Britain would have to support
us as an integral part of the empire, and hence
the opposition of this party to the terms of the
the umion now about being consummated. He
then proceeded to argue that every gentle-
man opposite had recorded his vote that Parlia-
ment bad the power to pass upon any scheme
of union without referfing to the people. In
1864 he had moved for a delegation to proceed
to P. E. Island, to confer respecting a measure
which proposed a radical change in thé several
constitutions, as by its terms all local interests
were to be merged, but nothing was then heard
about constitutional otjections. They had since
been manufactured, and not exhumed, by dis-
appointed politicians. All who voted for that
resolution, and the msjority of members oppo-
site did, voted that the Legislature possessed

the power to change the constitution of the

country. After commenting at some length on

the inconsistency of the opposition, the Provin-

cial Secretary stated that in 1863, just before a
general election, the opposition, then in power,

introduced s measure, which was tyranical in its

powers. It related to the franchise, and proposed

to strike 1?," one-third the electors of the Pro-

vinee. measure wad radical and revolution-

ary in its tendencies, but the member for Guys-

boro’ had no heart or compassion for the people

then. He then referred to the subject of peti-

tions, and showed that in 1863 the Government

of that day bad treated with contempt a petition

for a dissolution signed by 36,000 of the people

of Nova Scotis. He intimated that the reason

why the petitions against Confederation had not

been presented to the Imperial Parlisment was

because they had not been forwarded through

the constitutional channmel, viz., the Provincial

Secretary of this country. He contended that
there was no instance on record of parliament

baving been dissolved by the instigations of

petitions, and said that in 1863 be himself had
searched. for a precedent, but failed to find one.

[a course of an argument, showirg that the op-
position could not consistently vote for the

amendment. The Provincial Secretary remark-
ed tha: in 1863 it was all right to ignore peti-
tions and change the constitution of the country,

but in 1867 ali wrong. He then commented at
length on the course pursued by the so-called

people’s delegates, and remarked that it was not

to be for a moment expected tbat the. British

Government would recognize unauthorized de-

legation.

Mr. Annand contended that the terms em-
baced in the bill, as aménded, were not advan-
tageous to this Province as those proposed in
tbe Quebec Scheme. Under the last named
scheme, to Nova Scotia the right to regulate the
export duty on coal wes reserved, but this pri-
vilege was, under the amerded bill, accorded to
the general Government. The Quebec Scheme
fixed the guarantee for the comstruction of the
Intercolonial Railway at £4 000,000, but now
the sum was to be but £3 000,000, He urged

nies, the United States would interfere, and'we
should have to take the consequences. In course
[ of his remarks he denied that Mr. Howe had, in
| speech or writings, ever supported Confedera-
|tion, That gevtleman bad expressed himself in

structed the public by a  British connection, it would elevate the ebarac- | favor of some kind of Union, and only spoke of

the question in the abstract. He denmied the
constitutional right of delegates to change the
character of Parliament. He weuld not ask for
an immediate dissolution. What he desired was
that the Government should allow the present
House to expire, and take no action on Confe-
ration until after next election. He denied the
truth of the assertion that the Government and
people of England were familiar with the scheme
and characterized the proceedings in the House
of Lords on this subject as indecent. Both the
Lords and Commons were indifferent to the
rights of the people of the Province. The de-
sire of the governing power of Great Britain
was, that these Provinces should confederate, in
order that they might be cut adrift by a single
stroke of the pen as soon as England got iate
any serious diffioulty. He looked upon Confe-
deration as a stepping stone to annexatioz, and
predicted that should the Union be consummated,
these Provinces weuld be amnexed before the
expiration of ten years. These Provinces must
belorg either to England or the United States,
and as the people would not consent to be go-
verned by Canads, there eould be but little doubt
as to the result. He closed by remarking that
were Confederation pressed upon us, the re-
mainder of his days should be devoted to the
task of repealing or destroying the Union with
Canada.

Hon. Financial Secretary took issue with the
member for Guysboro’, who had asserted that it
was unconstitutional to pass the Confederation
Scheme without reference to the people at the
pells. He maintained that the Legisiatare had
the authority, and an undisputable right to de-
liberate and pass upon such a measure, and
instanced some authurities in support of this
proposition. He observed that the member for
Guysboro’ arrayed his own opinion on this sub-
ject against the united voice of the statesmen of
Great Britain, and. remarked that the member
for East Halifax had virtually admitted the
power of the Legislature, and only asked delay.
He characterized the speech of the member
last referred to as a declaration of separation
from Great Britain, as he had declared that
rather that uiite with Canada he would ad-
vocate annexation to the United BStates.—
He then proceeded to ridicule the proposition
to annex the Provinces to the American Union.
Aunnexation would ruin our ship-building. inter-
‘ests and destroy the progress and prosperity of
the country. After stating the preseat unsatis-
factory condition of affairs in the neighbouring
Republic, and contrasting the taxation of that
country with that of the Provinces, the hon.
gentleman denied that the British Government
was indifferent as regards the welfare of the
colonies, and proceeded to show that it had dene
much to foster their interests. Every member
of the House of Lords who spoke on the Confe-
derstion question, had vindicated the action of
the Legislature of Nova Scotia on this measure.
He denied that the people of the Provinces
would prefer annexation to confederation, and
proceeded to offer some observations on the
scheme for the Organizadon of the Empire.
He argued that this scheme would largely in-
crease the burdene of the Provinces; and yet
this was the only measure the Antis had to offer
in lieu of the plan of confederation.

Mr. McLelan remarked that the improvements
in the scheme had been secured by the exertions
of toe anti-Confederates. He contended that
the people should be consulted at the polis on a
question which contemplated a radical alteration
in the constitution of their country. There
would bo no difficulty whatever in obtsining a
fair and juet expression of opinion on this sub-
ject at the polls of the ocuntry. Instead of
strengthening the empire, he was convineell that
Confederation would tend to its dismember-
ment. Touching the defence question, he ridi-
culed the idea that Canada could defend this
country, or protect its fisheries. He argued
that Confederation, owing to the configuration of
the countries it was intended to embrace, was &
geographisal impossibility, and maintained that
the object of the scheme was to establish a * dew
nationality ” on this continent, which would be
completely at the mercy of its near and power-
ful neighbour, the United States.  Confedera.
tion would be dangerous, if mot fatal, to the
connectign Uf these Provinces with the mother
country : but he could not believe that the Bri-
tish Government desired to enforce union against
the wighes of the electors,

Mr. Archibald followed, and ably combatted
the arguments adduced by those who had spo-
kén in favor of the amendment. He quoted
British suthorities to prove that Legislatures
possess the power of changing the constitution
without consulting the people. He contended
that our relations with Great Britain, after Con.

were at the present time. . But looking down the
stream of futurity, he could not help seeing that
before the expiration of many years it must be to
the interest of both Great Britain and the Pro-
vinces that their relations should uadergo a
change, and it was wise to make preparation for
the for the events of that time. He expressed
the opinion that the mejority of the electors
were in favor of Confederation, but that it
would be next to impossible to get a vote oa
the ques:ion direct and simple. Mr., Archibald
went very fully int> the financial features of the
measure, ond corrected several of the errors
which prevailed in regard to this braiich of the
subject. He next proceeded to detail the advan-
tages, fiaancial and otherwise, which the Lower
Proviuces would reap after the consummatio of
Confedration, and dwelt at some length upen
the benefits which would accrue from the con-
struction of the Intereolomial railway, which
would connect Halifax with Quebee, and open
up the resources of the courtry. Mr. Archibald
explained the nature and extent of the changes
which 5ad been‘made in the Quebec Scheme,
end showed that, in a financial point °.{ View,
they were highly. favorable to Nova Scotis, and
then proceeded to review th2 address of the anti-
Confederate delegates to the Colonial Secretary.
Touching the railway loan, Mr. Archibald,
remarked that in obtaining a guarantee of three
millions, no thanks was to be accorded to Mr. ¢

that the moment an aftempt was made to esta-

blish a new nation in the British American colo»

Howe and his friends, as they did all that lay in
their power to induce Lord Carnarvon to withy «

federation, would be precisely the same as they  ___—



