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FIVE MINUTE SERMON
Bt REV. r. P. HICKEY. O. 8. B.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

i THE REDEEMER
“Your redenlptlon la at hand." <Luke lit. itu

Solemn and aublime thoughts 
should lift up our hearts at the 
beginning of this holy time of 
Advent. The anniversary of the 
coming of our Redeemer is at hand; 
and gratitude for that blessed com
ing bids us raise up the eyes of our 
soul, and reverently peer into the 
mystery of God's goodness in de
creeing that a Saviour should be 
burn to save His people from their 
sins. From all eternity thé Al
mighty had determined to create 
mankind. From all eternity He 
knew of the fall, of man's sinful
ness and rebellion against Him, so 
that it would ^ome to pass, as the 
Scripture says, “ It repented Him 
that He had made man” (Gen. vi. 6.) 
Hie justice was outraged ; His. 
mercy despised. And p ior fallen 
man, what could become of him ? 
He could not retrieve the past. He 
could not atone for his own mis
deeds. Was there no salvation for 
the human race ?

A God was needed to make repar
ation and atonement for the out
rages against a God ! for the out
rages of unbelief, of blasphemy, of 
hatred, of the impurities, and of all 
the evils that spring up from the 
depraved hearts of sinners. Then 
was the mystery of love declared 
that astounded heaven ; that caused 
countless angels to rebel ; for poor 
fallen man was to be more hon
ored than themselves. The second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity will
ingly offered Himself to come to 
the rescue of mankind. As God, 
He could not suffer, but a body and 
a soul united to the divine Person, 
and behold Emmanuel—God with 
us, our Redeemer ! " Behold ! 1 
come,” he said. A Man to suffer ; 
a God to offer ! The justice of the 
Almighty to be placated ; His 
mercy to be thanked ; Hie love to 
be requited ! And the gates o{^ 
heaven to be opened to repentant 
mam This is the tidings of great 
joy that Advent brings to the faith
ful. x-

But fimv little did the world un 
derstand of the divine mercy that 
was to come ! True, God’s chosen 
people knew that a Messias. a 
Saviour, had been promised. The 
prophets had spoken of Him. De
vout men had longed for His com
ing and prayed that they might live 
to see it. But as time went on 
these holy aspirations faded, and 
in a very different and earthly way 
the children of Israel looked for 
their deliverer. A leader, a ruler 
to establish an earthly kingdom, a 
prince of peace was their expecta
tion Vague was their knowledge, 
and their yearnings were for some
thing infinitely lower than what 
was to come. Not an earthly king
dom but a heavenly one was their 
Saviour to establish, not transient 
glory that would shortly perish, 
but immortality amidst indescriba
ble splendor and happiness. He 
was to come not to rule merely, but 
to love mankind. He was to come, 
not to be inaccessible and seldom to 
be seen, but to be with them, one 
of them, whose delight was to be 
with the children of men.

Oh ! how blessed are we, who 
know so well this Saviou”, “ this 
most high God and our Redeemer ” 
(Ps. Ixxvii. 36.) He that has been 
promised, came not only fot the 
people of Israel, but for all man
kind. He came to ” save His people 
from their sins ” (Matt i. 21.) Let 
us realize it more intimately. He 
came not simply to proclaim a uni
versal pardon for all the multitude 
of the children of men. He came 
for me ! To pardon me, to win my 
love, my loyalty ; to recognize me 
as His child for whom He had 
opened the gates of heaven. And 
is this all ? What could hope 
expect more than this ? If He had 
brought us redemption once, would 
not this have been an infinitely 
bountiful mercy ?

Let us bow down in humble con
fusion as we think of this ! For
giveness once ; restored to our 
heavenly Father's favor once ! An 
eternity of thankfulness would not 
suffice to pay for such a mercy. 
But what is the reality ? Oh ! the 
times and times that He has poured 
out upon our souls His ‘‘copious 
redemption.” Our very sins bring 
out His mercy more and more. We 
are the children of the merciful 
goodness of God ! Let us recall 
with grateful hearts the times 
without number that our redemp
tion—our forgiveness—has beep 
renewed. It is always at hand 
indeed. An act of sorrow ; a hum
ble owning of our sins ; and He 
that came to redeem His people 
from their sins ratifies the words of 
absolution, and our sins are for
given us once again. And our re
lapses, what do they mean ? Do 
we not bel’eve in our forgiveness ? 
Do we despise it ? Are we not tres
passing on the Almighty’s patience, 
tempting Him to repent that He 
made us ?

Let us resolve that this rejection 
of God's pardon shall never occur 
again. But as this blessed anniver
sary of the coming of our Saviour 
approaches, let us prepare our 
hearts to receive Him and bid Him 
welcome. No wonder good people 
rejoice at holy Christmas-time ! It 
is not a mere memory of the 
redemption that came, but it is an 
actual redemption that comes again 
to the souls of men. How many 
anniversaries of His coming have 
we celebrated, and yet we are no 
better than we are ! To so many

in the world the message of Advent 
finds no admittance to their hearts. 
But to us It must not be so. We 
must prepare a home for Him, lest 
the first coming should be repeated; 

P He came unto His own, and His 
own received Him not” (John I. 11.)
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APPEAL OF SUFFERING 
SOULS

By Rev. Jnmeti Murphy, B. J.
IN TH1 MORNING

When the pure air comes unbreathed 
and the fresh fields lie untrod, 

When the laik’s song rises upward 
and the wet flowers deck the 
sod ;

In the time of early praying, In the 
hushed and holy morn.

Hear these voices softly pleading, 
hear those low words inter
ceding.

From the green graves lonesome 
lying,

Ever more in sad tones crying : 
‘‘Have pity ! you at least have pity, 

you. my friends.”
IN THE NOONTIDE

When the hot earth also slumbers 
and the treetop scarcely stirs. 

When the bee sleeps in the lily and 
the hare pants by the furze, 

When the stream breeze softly cools 
you and the grateful shede 
invites,

While the hot skies far are glowing, 
think of pain, no respite 
knowing, •

And those prison fires appalling, 
And those piteous voices calling : 
"Have pity ! you at least have pity, 

you, my friends.”
IN THE EVENING

When the long day’s cares are 
ended and the house group 
soon shall meet

When the silent twilight deepens 
and comes rest for weary 
feet.

In the time of sad remembrance 
give a prayer to old friends 
gone,

Some regret, some feelings tender, 
to past days and scenes 
surrender,

Let your heart with mournful 
greeting

Hear the sad refrain repeating :
"Have pity ! you at least have pity, 

you, my friends.”
IN THE NIGHTTIME

When the stars are set in ether and 
the white moon in a Cloud, 

When the children’s hands are 
folded and the golden heads 
are bowed.

Tell them of that fearful burning, 
of those souls in torture dire. 

Expiating pride and folly in the 
purifying fire.

Let their sinless hearts adoring 
reach Christ’s throne in sweet 
imploring :

By those faces lost forever,
By those smiles to greet thee never. 
By the memories of past days.
And the kindness of old ways,
By the love in life you bore them, 
And the tears in death shed o’er 

them,
By their words and looks in dying. 
Hear their plaintive voices crying : 
"Have pity ! you at least have pity, 

you, my friends.”

NATIVE PRIESTHOOD
IS DESIRE OF BOTH INDIA 

AND CHINA
WISH OF INDIA STRONGLY EXPRESSED 

AT MISSIONARY CONFERENCE 
AT LOUVAIN

By Rev. J. Van der Heyden 
( Louvain Corn pondent, N. C W. C. )

Missionary weeks have been held 
successively at Louvain, Belgium, 
and at Steyl, Holland.

At Steyl, the meet juat ended was 
made to coincide w.th the fiftieth 
anniversary of the foundation there 
of the Society of the Divine Word, 
the first German missionary society 
erected in Holland, owing to the 
Bismarckian anti-religious May 
Laws, in full sway in 1875.

A native Indian Bishop, Mgr. 
Roche, S. J., and native priests 
from various missionary lands were 
present at both weeks, taking an 
active part in the proceedings.

At the Louvain Congress, where 
the theme was "Native Aspirations 
and the Missions,’’ lather Desson, 
a native Indian secular priest, of 
Calcutta, former professor of 
philosophy and of theology, in an 
impeccable Latin speech, broke a 
lance for the thesis that white mis
sionaries are needed to do pioneer 
work, but that the indigenous clergy 
is better adapted for Christian 
communities adequately organized.

INDIA DEMANDS NATIVE CLERGY

Father Gille, S. J., a Belgian mis- 
sioner, founder and editor of the 
Catholic Herald of India, published 
at Calcutta, spoke in the same 
trend. The plea was :

"All the poli ical parties in India 
stand shoulder to shoulder in 
demanding the Dominion status 
enjoyed by Canada ; and as the Eng
lish manifest a readiness to grant it 
to them, it may be looked for 
within a comparatively short time, 
say fifteen or twenty years at the 
utmost limit. The spirit of inde
pendence is to the fore among the 
Hindus no less than among the 
Catholics, but under different 
forms. Both detest Europeanism : 
the Hindus to the extent of refus
ing Christianity en bloc ; the Cath
olics among them to the extent of 
wanting to be shepherded by their 
own Indian bishops and Indian 
clergy.

"Things being as they are, our 
Immediate concern la to proceed 
without delay to the erection in 
different centers of a native church 
capable of holding Its own in case 
European missionaries would hap
pen to dtcreaae In numbers.

"The dioceses are too large. 
Instead of thirty-four there should 
be fifty.

"Every diocese ought to cut off 
that part of It that has a well 
established Christian community, 
and to concentrate its secular 
Indian priests there, with full 
powers from the Bishop down to 
the. church sexton. A grouped 
Indian clergy fiels stronger than 
a scattered one placed under the 
tutorship of Europeans. The native 
priests mistrust us ; we hurt their 
feelings and they live too far apart 
to be of mutual assistance to one 
another.

"The juxtaposition of European 
and of Indian dioceses produces a 
precious rivalry, stimulated by 
charity. Malabar and the diocese 
of Trichonopoly, for instance, are a 
w-mder-provi king aid to each other.

"Europeans, for a long time to 
come, will be the better elements to 
break the ground and lay the foun
dations of new missions and they 
ought to reserve to themselves such 
districts in each diocese as still call 
for pioneer work. They are no 
longer in their vocation the moment 
they abide in fairly organized 
Christian centers. There the Indian 
priest exercises a greater influence 
oyer the Christians than the for
eigner. In such dioceses as have a 
native clergy vocations are plenti
ful ; in the dioceses with a Euro
pean clergy, on the other hand, 
there are none.

‘ The War turned out to be a 
blessing in disguise for India. It 
taught the natives to manage for 
themselves. Wherever the support 
comes from Europe the people do 
not give what they might.”

REAL TASK OF WHITE PRIESTS

The sum total of Father Gille’s 
plea was

"The task of the-white priests in 
India is to make themselves use
less.”

That is exactly the sentiment 
another Belgian missionary. Father 
Lebbe, C. M., gave vent to about 
missionary enterprise in China.

"The Church of China to the 
Chinese,” he said, "is the only way 
to conquer the immense Republic 
for Christ.”

Twenty-five years did he battle in 
China for that ideal. He was mis
understood, denounced, persecuted 
by the very ones who were desig
nated to support him.

Not from the heights of the Heav
enly Abode does he now witness the 
triumph of his idea, as many a 
sower of good seed often does, but 
while still here upon earth ; for 
Rome spoke through Pope Benedict 
XV , and Pius XL, no less than his 
predecessor, favors the thought of 
a Chinese Catholic Church, of an 
Indian Catholic Church, of a Cath
olic Church everywhere that is 
neithek white, nor yellow, nor red, 
nor blacK, but simply universal.

CONCLUSIONS OF CONFERENCE

Some of the conclusions of the 
missionaries’ exchange of views 
were : First, a handy manual of 
colonial legislation is an unfulfilled 
want of the missionaries ; secondly, 
further study of missionary meth
ods, particularly of the methods 
employed at home to assist the mis-1 
sions, would be quite profitable ; 1 
thirdly, the missionaries ought to 
apply themselves more to adapt the 
customs, arts and artistic abilities 
of the converted people to the prac
tices aad usages of the Catholic 
Church and to make use of them for 
their converts’ benefit.

Finally, the energetic support and 
the sympathy of European public 
opinion was asked to bring about 
changes in such conditions as are 
plainly detrimental to the cause of 
Catholicism, particularly in India.

At the Steyl missionary congress 
the same conclusions as at Louvain 
were reached with regard to an 
indigenous clergy.

Father Witte, S. D V., for years 
the Superior of the Missions of the 
Society < f the Divine Word in Togo, 
on the West Coast of Africa, in his 
appeal for continuing the efforts 
fairly started to secure a native 
black clergy, related that the Bishop 
of Togolsnd, upon a recent visit to 
Steyl, said of a native negro priest, 
partly educated by Father Witte, 
that he was doing the work cf three 
European missionaries and was 
much preferred by the people.

PAUL CLAUDEL MAKES PUBLIC 
PROFESSION OF DEBT TO 

RELIGION

But the day came when he found 
the "good news” of religion. Liter
ature and religion had been divorced 
for two centuries In France, which 
had suffered greatly and was still 
suffering from the Jansenist heresy, 
a heresy akin to tuberculosis. He 
felt deeply the falseness of that 
doctrine.

To him religion was not a dis
tinction, but, on the contrary, a
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Paul Claudel, the famous Frenoh 
poet who is now French Ambassa
dor at Tokio, made an unexpected 
profession of his faith when address
ing, a non-religious audience in 
London, Eng.

He apologized for bringing in 
religion. "I know that in England 
it' is considered very bad form to 
talk religion except in places conse
crated to it. But you asked me to 
speak of the poet Paul Claudel, and 
I cuuld not do so without dwelling 
on his Catholicism.”

P.^ul Claudel said he had made 
his appearance under the auspices 
of Ernest Renan in the middle of 
the reaction from the poetry of 
hope and optimism. The reaction 
had as its watchwords realism, pos
itivism, materialism and pessim
ism.
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crowaing and a glorification cf 
nature.

During hi* long year* of solitude 
in the Far East he had come to see 
that God was not the jealous master 
of a little flock of the elect and the 
initiated ones, but the creator of 
heaven and earth ; that all His 
works were good, very good, and 
that nothing in them required 
altering. So It came about that 
religion inspired his poetry and that 
he wrote his “Cantique du Rhone.’
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The Wonder-Worker ol 
Padua’s Graymoor Novena

On every Tuesday a fresh Novena to St. 
Anthony is begun by the Franciscan Friars of 
the Atonement in their Monastery Church on 
the Mount of the Atonement, Graymoor-near- 
the-Hudson, N. Y.

Petitions can be sent by mail for presenta
tion to the Saint in this Novena from a y place 
and at any time. All letters will be promptly 
acknowledged, and instructions given to the 
Client of the Wonder-Worker of Padua how to 
cooperate with the Graymoor Friars in making 
the Novena.( Authoulio ilkui.titis )

Some Witnesses to the Efficacy of St. Anthony’s Intercession
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n ew 5R nof’ and we hop - for a close to hopeless, if not entirely t-o- but Ï 
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coming one V ou will find thirty dollars prom 
ised by ray father, being 8t. Anthony’s per
centage.

Mrs. G 8. L , Calif.. ‘‘Enclosed please find 
money order for ten dollars in thanksgiving 
for a great favor received through the inter
cession of St. An hony. My husband, who i* a

prayed constantly that my petitions would be 
g anted by October 20. They were granted at 
almost the last minute but in time thank God. 
Ingratitude I am sending an offering as prom-

D. M.. P®”1** : ‘I am enclosing a check forcession or at. An hony. My husband, who i* a ten dollars for 8t Anthony’s Bread which I 
*k°ve 8l?m should promised should my mother regain her mind.

Her mind is entirely restored, and she is slowly 
regaining her health, thanks to Saint Anthony.greatly worried him ”

ADDRESS:
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Oraymoor, Garrison, N. Y.
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