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about a greater spirit of fraternity 
amongst Catholic» generally, as well as 
for the purpose of united prayer and 
effort to bring the straying multitudes 
into the bosom of the Catholic Church.

At the June meeting of 1V10, the 
question was broached of offering the 
extension of our methods to all the prin­
cipal cities of America. The Executive 
Committee met to discuss the project.
It has now in a large measure beeu car­
ried out. Letters have already beeu 
sent to Catholics in twenty-three cities 
of the United States, inviting them to 
co-oporate with us, and to help forward 
the organization of the league in their 
respective cities, thereby sowing the 
seeds of what we hope will ere long be­
come a national organization. We are 
glad to l>e able to state that an interest 
has been thereby aroused in a number of 
quarters, notably in Louisville, Ky„ 
where a League is at present in course 
of formation under the leadership of one 
of the best known I’aasiouist Fathers in 
the country.

Now, detr Catholic brethren of 
Canada, will you not associate your­
selves with us in this movement, and 
strive to set the Convert League going 
in your irreat cities of Canada in which 
there is already such a vast field for 
Apostolic work both by clergy and 
laity? Your great and magnificent 
Eucharistic Congress which has just 
been celebrated with unrivalled splen­
dor in Montreal was a marvellous testi­
mony of Catholic iuith to nations of the 
earth. It was a.cul I to the world to come 
and rest in our only Source of strength, 
still ami ever present with the sous of 
men, though His Majesty is veiled from 
human sight. It was also a call to 
every Catholic to rise up to his or her 
responsibilities, and by force of personal 
example to make that divine Presence 
and the fruits of its teaching a real and 
powerful fact, manifest to the eyes of 
men. The fruit of that priceless gift of 
the Blessed Sacrament which is com­
mitted to the care of the Catholic 
Church, is Love to God and Charity to 
the neighbor. Tlie Catholic Church, 
and She alone, teaches the fruits of 
charity in all its perfection and in all 
its beauty. She watches over the poor 
aud the helpless, the sick, the blind and 
the maimed. She sees first to their 
spiritual wants, and attends to the 
diseases of the soul. To Her alone is 
committed the ministry of réconcilia 
tion, the raising of the fallen sinner 
into the participation with the divine 
nature—the feeding of Her children 
with the true Bread of Life. She 
stretches out her motherly bauds to her 
straying children outside her fold, and 
bids them come and be fed with those 
divine graces whicb She alone can give. 
This is the Mission entrusted to 
her by her divine Lord and Master who 
founded Her. She tells them that in 
the midst of the barren wilderness of 
this fallen world, the one thing that is 
needful is to sit at the feet of Christ 
aud to hear 11 is word; that in Ilim, and 
in Him alone there is rest.

But all who come to the Bosom of the
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This life of ours is made up of begin­
nings. After the rest of the night we 
have on each succeeding day to begin 
again our round of work, and then 

the night again, wbeu our work 
must be laid aside. So, too, does the 
life of our souls consist In great part of 
beginnings, though in the great work of 
saving our souls there should be no 
such thing as rest. This work must be 
unceasing, until that night comes 
wherein no man can work, the night of 
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death, when our great 
demand of
On thin day, then, which is the begin­
ning of the Church'» year, it is well lor
u» to pause and ask ourselves how we they w II send you a 
are fulfilling the task that is set before For sale by all druggists.
us. Are our souls asleep? Have our ! ------------------------------ —
consciences been lulled into a false 
security concerning the state of our 
immortal «utile? Are we careless or 
indifferent about the one thing needful 
for us—our soul’s salvation ?

To each and every one of us to day 
come the warning words of the Apostle,
“Brethren, know that it is now the hour 
for us to arise from sleep.” Now is the 
time for us to shake off our slothfulness, 
to rouse ourselves from our dangerous 
state of idleness and iuàotirity, to east 
off the works of darkness and clothe 
ourselves in the armor of light, to put 

the Lord Jesus Christ, ::nd, arrayed 
in the strength which He gives, to walk 
honestly as in the day. “The night is 
passed.” says St. Paul. God grant that 
for each one of us the dark night of 
mortal sin may be for ever past and 
gone; that its terrible gloom may never 
again settle down upon our souls, 
shutting out the light of heaven, the 
pure and radiant light of God's grace.
For “the day is at hand,” the day of 
reckoning, the day of wrath and terror, 
when we shall all stand before the judg­
ment seat of Christ. The Churon to­
day warns us of the approach of that 
time. Year by year, day by dav, hour 
by hour it is drawing nearer. “For now 
is our salvation nearer than when we 
believed.”

Yes, our salvation if we have been 
faithful, or our eternal damnation if 
God's judgment overtake usiu the state 
of mortal sin. Therefore it is that the 
Church, lifts up her voice to waru us of 
the coming of our Lord, telling us of His 
near approach, aud bidding us to pre­
pare to meet ilim. Will you heed this 
warning, or will you still put off the day 
of your conversion to God ? Beware I 
God's warning may be given you to-day 
for the last time. “Behold, now is the 
acceptable time;” 
rise from sleep.”
you to turn from your sins and begin 
again to serve God. Perhaps you have 
tried before aud then have lallen back 
into old ways and habits of sin. Begin 
again. We must always be begiimiug if 
we would make any progress. We must 
examine our consciences at the end of 

and find out how we h»ve

j Hut the first step was to set the organi­
zation running in the Capital. This 
has now beeu done. Letters were sent 
out to interested Catholics in the City 
inviting them to the preliminary meet­
ing at the Apoitolic Mission House. 
The Very Kev. A. P. Doyle, C. S. P., 
Itector of the Mission House, came to 
our assistance, and opened the doors of 
the Mission House to all those who 
would interest themselves in the move­
ment and with his advice and assistance, 
and with that of several prominent 
Catholic laymen ami women, our organi­
zation was formed, its constitution 
drawn up, approved and accepted, and 
the Catholic Convert League of Wash­
ington liaviug received fhe cordial 
approval of llis Eminence Cardinal 
Gibbons, is now an Apostolic body which 
bids fair to flourish and to bring forth 
fruit.

The object of the League is to devise 
ways aud means of presenting the claims 
of the Catholic Church in such a light 
that the work of conversions may be 
greatly increased.

Tne methods adopted are as follows :
BY MEANS OK THE AVOHTOI.ATE OF 

PRAYER
Each member shall offer frequently 

communions and good works for the in­
tentions of the League. Shall particu­
larly piay for and strive to bring about 
the conversion of one person known to 
himself or herself and shall recite 
frequently the “ Litany for the conver­
sion of America.”
BY THE APOSTOLATK OK PERSONAL 

INFLUENCE
The members shall strive by force of 

personal example to induce their non- 
Catholic brethren to acknowledge the 
truth of the Catholic Faith and when­
ever the opportunity arises, openly to 
profess their faith and explain its 
tenets.
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Throughout the Catholic aud even the I The centre of our organization is the 
un-Catholic world,'it is reported of him ' Apostolic Mission House, Washington, 
that he has beeu born in Mount Zion. D. C. Will you not communicate with 
Too much of this tends to spoil him us and throw ;in your lot with us in this 
however. And whoever he may be, he movement which is surely a lofty one in 
is received with a kindly welcome from aim, and truly Apostolic in character? 
the good priest who has received him Will you not co-operate with each other 
and from the little interested circle in your respective cities, and form a 
that has gathered around him and assist- local organization, with a constitution 
ed at his reception. It is all over, at upon the lines of ours ? Will you not, 
last, he bids his little circle of friends as we have done, obtain the approbation 
adieu, and departs to pursue his ordin- of the Ordinary of the Diocese to which 
ary avocations, perhaps in the same city you belong, that by means of submission 
but perhaps to some strange city far and obedience to divinely appointed 
away where he is absolutely unknown, authority the blessing of God may rest 
But be is filled with enthusiasm and zeal upon the work?
for attaining unto extraordinary sanct- When, as we hope, the Convert 
ity. The convent life frequently at- League shall become established all 
tracts him. He finds however, perhaps, over this country, then efforts will be 
after a trial of the same that he ia not made to form a national League, which 
yet attuned to those mystic chords that will be known as the “Catholic Convert 
resound within the cloistered walls. League of America."
He returns to the ordinary common­
place life, but he strives therein his 
utmost to attain to perfection. He 
needs not, he thinks and feels, the so 
ciety of his brethren, or the life of the 
world in the sense of requiring social 
enjoyment. The graces of spiritual 
consolation are all he cares or craves for.
Ho wants a life of quietude, for he has 
been storm-tossed aud restless in the 
world before.

But bye and bye the milk and honey 
of sensible spiritual consolation is per­
haps withdrawn from him for a while, 
aud he becomes downcast aud filled 
with solitude. He wants too much to 
feel, and it seems to him that he cannot 
at times feel all he desires to feel. He 
must begin to tread the hard wilderness 
road of spiritual desolation. It is at 
this time he craves for a sympathetic 
hand, for a word of kindness from some 
fellow laymen, for a little harmless 
sociability ; hut he is a stranger in a 
stramre city, and it seems to him that 
there is no layman in the city that he 
knows, scarcely a hand stretched out to 
speak to him a kindly word. He sees 
many a Catholic passing by, but he is 
quite unknown to them. He takes his 
evening walk, and in passing through 
the streets, he comes upon a light in a 
window and a cheerful fire in a comfort­
able Catholic home. The sound of 
music and of children’s voices greets 
his ear, aud he sighs and thinks of his 
old home, sweet hume. But perhaps, he 
is fur away from that old scene of hia 
boyhood days, and he cannot go there.
If he did, the welcome, although per­
haps a kindly one, would not Le quite 
the same as before, for, there is an un­
mistakable harrier now, the barrier 
erected by those differences which con­
cern men's eternal peace. He would 
like to open his heart to his parents or 
to his friends of former years. They 
would listen to him with tenderness and 
pity, hut he fears lest by so doing lie 
should create a wrong and false impres­
sion of the Catholic Church upon his 
hearers.

Reader, 1 am not altogether speaking 
of myself just now ; tor although for 
many years after 1 became a Catholic, 1 
suffered many periods of solitude (not­
withstanding tiiat I had many kind 
friends among the clergy and have had 
also periods of much inward joy.) 1 
must tell you that since my sojourn here 
in Washington, and particularly 
through my close connection with the 
convert league I have found" a number 
of true and devoted friends among the 
laity. And I have found that a number 
of others who haw had periods of soli­
tude were only too glad to be associa­
ted with this movement.

.And now, dear Catholic friends of 
Canada, as you have seen, this move­
ment is one which is abounding in op­
portunities for apostolic work by lay­
men and women. How beneficial a thing 
it would be if there were a Convert 
League in every city 1 If such were 
the case, no convert need feel isolated 
any more ; for if a member of the 
League left one city and the League in 
that city, all that lie or she would re­
quire would be a letter of introduction 
from the secretary of the League to 
which he had just belonged to the sec­
retary of the League in that city to 
which he or she was bc.uud, and they 
would find themselves at once at home 
in their new surroundings, with the 
same opportunities for apostolic work as 
before. And wherever they might be 
the new friendships they would form 
would be cemented by that bond 
of charity which tends to press 
onward and upward to the eternal 
things beyond.
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-111II “it is now the hour to 

There is still time for

BY THE Al'OrtTOLATE OK FRATERNITY 
By which the members shall take a 

special interest in converts, extend to 
them a welcome when they come into 
the Church, aud In <•»«<» of necessity, 
assist them temporally as far as prudence 
dictates.

BY THE AI’OSTOI.ATE OF THE PRESS 
Which shall consist of the placing of 

Catholic books in public libraries, plac­
ing book racks at the doors of Catholic 
Churches, and endeavoring to establish 
Catholic libraries.
BY THE AVOSTOLATE OK FRATERNAL 

CHARITY
The members shall visit each other in 

sickness, shall give consolation to those 
in distress or bereavement, and offer 
Masses for the souls of deceased mem-

in■ Godfrey F. Ferrism A member of the Executive Committee.
Conveit League of Washington. D. C.

1‘. S.—The 1‘atron of the League is 
St. Raul the Apostle, ai.d its motto, 
“Lead kindly Light.”

Catholic

Church are either not called to or not 
fitted for the highest life of contempla­
tion. The vast majority have to earn 
their daily bread, to mingle amongst 
men, and to pursue their ordinary avoca­
tions in a world teeming with restless­
ness and love of gain. It is of this class 
particularly that I now write. It is the 
ordinary convert of this work-a-day 
world that I desire should claim your 
special attention. It is to this class 
tiiat I myself belong, 
enough, and perhaps too much about 
the Catholic Church for a layman whose 
sphere is not to preach the Gospel, but 
to listen to the Gospel. The permission 
to preach has not been granted to me 
by divine authority. My sphere of 
activity must be that of all laymen, viz., 
that of obedience to authority, and per­
sonal example to my fellow men. To 
come back to the question of converts, 
many of these have been seeking the 
light for years. At last they have 
found it, and have with joy received it. 
They have joined the ranks of the noble 
army of Christian warriors, marching in 
serried array tothecouutrj of the King. 
Tuvy have become one with you, they 
have become in a very special sense 
your brother and sister in the House­
hold of Faith. But although they have 
all the privileges that belong to you 
who have been born and bred in the 
Fold, there is nevertheless a difference 
between them aud you. Perhap 
of you have never had the experience of 
knowing what it is to have left or to 
have been left by all those whom you 
hold dear, of knowing that now there is 
a barrier between you and those of 
your own kin. It may be tiiat in a num­
ber of cases, thank God, there is no 
enmity shown towards the convert and 
those to whom he lias hid farewell in 
matters of faith, nevertheless there is 
the barrier, the unmistakable barrier, 
the great gulf of difference in the 
matter of the most vital importance of 
all, that of the relation between the 
soul and God. The convert and those 
from whom he has separated are no 
longer at one on that most vital of all 
things, Religion and the Soul.

He has been received into the Church. 
If he has beeu a notable personage in 
his previous denomination, lie is praised 
and honored in the Catholic papers.

each day, 
offended God, make earnest resolutions 
for the moi row, and then begin each 
day with determination to avoid the 
faults of the day before. This is a sure 
means of perseverance.

And this beginning of the Christian 
year is a good time to take a fresh start 
in the affairs of our souls. During 
Advent the Church brings to our minds 
the consideration of the four last things. 
Death and judgment, heaven or hell are 
awaiting us. Begin this day, then, as 
though it were to be your last day on 
earth, aud on each succeeding day for 
the rest of your life keep up this 
practice. For as lightning Cometh out 
of the east, and appeareth even unto 
the west, so shall also the coming of the 
Son of Man be.” 
cast off the works of darkness" before 
the beginning of this holy season. 
Drunkenness, impurity, contention, and 
envy are, alas ! far too common amongst 
us. “Let them be not so much as 
named among you, as becometh saints,” 
mindful of your high calling in Christ. 
Then when the Judge appears, lie will 
find you ready to meet him, Having 
begun each day with the intention of 
serving God, you will then be ready 
and fit to begin that day which shall 
have no end in that heavenly city which 
“needeth not sun nor mion to shine in 
it; for the glory of the Lord hath en­
lightened it, and the Lamb is the lamp 
thereof."
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The replies to the letters to attend 

the preliminary meeting were of marked 
interest. They were from converts 
especially. It was the same old story, 
“ 1 have so few friends since I embraced 
the True Faith." Many promised not 
only their active support, but what was 
of equal import, their prayers, and 
perhaps their communions for the in­
tention of the formation of the league, 
and almost every letter showed a deeply 
rooted Interest in the movement. Some 
objections were raised at first on the 
ground that it was not wise to form con­
verts into a group aud to segregate them 
from those who were Catholic born. 
But this was due to a misunderstanding 
as to the true nature of the League ; 
for the league is not a league 
verts, but a league “ for " t 
that is for helping converts, or rather 
for the edification and encouragement 
of converts, and for striving to bring
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CATHOLIC CONVERT LEAGUE fl
i'V THE ENAMEL THAT 

STAYS WHITEA LAYMAN’S PLKA FOR A UNI­
VERSAL ASSOCIATION■E Satinette V a 'fr t ryyirtSe /Tiq>y>'i 'WDear Mr. Editor,—Will you allow me 

through the pages of your valued 
the CATiioi.it Recoud, to in- m THE ^ 

SANITARY 
REASONS

j.
vite the interest of the Canadian Catho­
lics in a movement which is now making 
headway, not only in Washington, l>. C., 
but which, we trust, will shortly also be 
widely spread throughout tin* United 
States. It is that of an organization of 
laymen and women, now known as the 
Catholic Convert League of Washing­
ton, D. C.

It was formed at the Apostolic 
Mission House on the 8th. December 
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II* s !!NEVER HAD ITS EQUAL(the
tion) 1900, and it has now :i membership 
ol well-nigh one hundred. It is not an 
entirely new movement ; for it similar 
league has been in existence for several 
years in New York City, and is doing 
excellent work of an Apostolic nature.

The history of the inception of the 
Washington League is of interest ; 
Two or three laymen conferred to­
gether upon the project. They 
opinion that Converts to the true Faith 

frequently aud to a great extent 
isolated, uml that after having for con­
science sake bid farewell to their dear 

and former friends in order to
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While visiting in Millbrook, Ont., I 

was suffering from a sprained knee, and 
could get nothing to help me until my 
father gave me a bottle of Egyptian 
Liniment which relieved me in a few 
minutes. I never had anything to 
equal it in my life. I am sure if your 
Liniment was Introduced to the people 
of Rochester it would sell like hot 
cakes.

Quick work is one of the strong 
points of Douglas' Egyptian Liniment. 
It goes right to the spot. It stops 
bleeding at once. I‘re vente proud flesh 
or Inflammation, and is a positive safe­
guard against blood poisoning. It will 
instantly relieve all kinds of aches and 
soreness.

2"> cents at all druggists. Free 
sample on request. Douglas & Co. 
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i ;ones
embrace the True Failli ol Jesus Christ, 
found themselves practically strangers 
in a strange city, with hardly a fr.end 
(except the parish priest) or a word of 
encouragement from those from whom 
they had hoped would be true 
them in their new environment. And so 
the project was discussed of forming an 
organization very much upon the lines 
oi the L« ague of New York. It was felt 
that such a valuable organization as t liât 
which is doing such excellent work in 
that city, should not be confined within 
a limited sphere, hut should be widely 
extended all over the United States.

ài HISatinette dries hard like 
porcelain, and is both sani­
tary and durable.

All Packages arc Full 
Imperial Measure
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SQUARE.
What an awful prie 

determinate 
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for the
square 
have injured them ! N 
others do to us, every In 
every bit of injury we 

blow intended for
wounds ourselves.

A bitter, revengeful 
boomerang which is bur 
thrower. It is imposs 
another either in thouj 
without receiving the bl 

What a terrible prie 
pay (or their revenge 
often staggers their ad' 
their vfllciency, ruins tl 

1 have known peopl 
years feelings of bitter 
venge for a fancied wr >i 
vengeful determination 
with those who Injured 1 
whole characters were « 
they became almost Inh1 

No one can carry a 
another, a hatred thong 
determination, a de<dr<‘ 
without a fatal deteri 
sober as well as serioii 
his getting-ou ability ai 
People little realise wh 
they harbor these liapp 
success-killing thought 
Such feelings kill spu 
the character, aud stith 

No one can do his be 
harbors levengeful or 
thoughts toward othei 
only give up their be 
in perfect harmony, 
good-will in the heart 
good work with the hei 

Hatred, revenge ai 
rank poisons, as fate 
noblest ill us as arsei 
physical life.

Just think how uni 
waiting for an oppor 
another, or to •* get s<| 
one 1 If you w sh to i 
yourself, and have pea 
retire at night with 
toward any one in tl 
foreive. I<et not the 
your wrath.

You can not afford 
of these hatred and ri 
your soul. They a 
happiness-dest rovers.
LOOK YOUR BUS

FAC
I know a most exi 

business has been si 
and although he is c< 
running down, he 1 
courage to look thin 
face, to find the dises 
the knife. He simpl 
ditions, hoping again 
will change or that s 
up to improve.

He lias some inefll 
partments who hav< 
lung time and upon 
pended, and he can n 
them, although he r 
they are a detriment

There are many le 
ment which he has 
take radical moasur 
cause he can not be; 
and so he drifts alon 
knowing that he is 
profits, but is com 
hind. He seems to 
lyzed at his sltuatio 
has not the heart or 
drastic measures I 
right.

Used by the best Bakers
ar d Caterers everywhere also by Chefs in the 
large hotels and on Dining Cars, Steamships, 
Steamboats, etc.

It is wise to use food products that are 
produced in clean factories.

E. W. GIIXETT CO. LTD.
TORONTO, ONT. —-fff
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