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THE TRUTH ABOUT THE CATH-
OLIC CHURCH.

BY A PROTESTANT THEOLOGIAN.
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Among the doetrines which the Cham-
pion declares that all P're tants st
as false, | seem to have passed over )
the Pope's infallibility. Of course
there is no dispute here, since the
Pope's doctrina infallibility, speaking
ex cathedra, ineludes the definition that
all Christians oug to be subject to
the PPope’s jurisdiction in spirituals,

I have already handled (6) the auth-
ority of Tradition.

(7) The confessional.

Here again we sce the blundering
ignorance and vagueness of these vulgar
controversialists. Why do these men
presume to teach the people of a Roman
Catholic country what Prot stantism
is, when they do not know themselves ?
If they had said that Protestants iny
ably refuse to make auricular confes
sion eompulsory, they would have told
the truth. Th ministers of the
Church of England who insist upon
are not Protestants, and abhor the very
name. So also if they had said that 1l
Protestants regard the : f
minister as only declars

tory, th

would perhaps be in the right, although
the Church of England, which encour-
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ul fession in extrem

ages au P«
leaves this point untouch

orized the priest to say 1hsolve
thee of all thy sins, ete.”
Among the Lutherans, auricular con
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princes. You coften see if said of ar
eminent Lutheran clerg
past: ‘ He was for many
sor to King this, or Du

Prince the other.” I ha

statement that the eonie 1
eran sovereign it
at court as rinee
Sometimes, o

said that the great Emjg 0
Maria Theresa, though a devoted
danghter of the Church, yald ne
suffer her confessor to meddle in Wffair

of state,
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answer : ** Speak for your clves, gentle I dir ise in hi n « Life
men."’ L t ene of the n A

turning to England, we find h triking characte s of our time
ual auricnlar confession not uncom Look a it ung men Consider
among undisputed Protestants until at | t! want of 1 t a even  dece
loast the end of the seventeenth cen ‘ i t > f
3 s of i
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| vidicalous it is to teach with the West-

minster Confession that all the souls of
he elect are at des
wived into glory !
This Protestant view is certainly not
the Roman Catholic, for it holds the
first state of most departed Christians
to be disciplinary, but does not regard
it as properly penal, It is, however, a
true doctrine of Purgatory. It agrees
with the Catholic in denying that the
whole body of the elect are, at death
¢ immediately received into glory,”" as
the Preshyterian Confession teaches.
Lutheranism, as I understand, has al-
ways left the matter open to pt“l'.n\"n
opinion. 1 have seen an oceasion:
prayer for the dead in Lutheran pra
books, although 1 thi such a prayer
is seldom if ever used in Church ser-
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Riehard Rothe is not only implacably
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but he swets the Church in every
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State. He, i i
Protestant of the Protestants.
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THE OBSTACLES TO CONVERSION.
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