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appears- in tlje [February issue éi the “Canadian Cement and 
Concrete Reviow and Fire-proof Building Record." After 
quoting comparative figures of fire loss in Europe and 
Xmcrica, thy journal says:

There' are ^several contributory causes for this state 
of things. The appalling fire loss is partly due to the 
carelessness of the people and to the peculiarities of the 
climate. But thie great underlying cause, and the key to 
the situation, is the defective building construction which 
is operative all over the country, not excluding even our 
best-built cities. In this respect America has to take a 
step back to the primeval days, when compared with the 
substantial methods and material which are employed 
by the older countries. As one insurance authority re­
marks : '‘America may fairly be said to be putting up 
its buildings for the sake of burning them.”/
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prominent m busm&sl Mr. Langlois, for sortie time presi-
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!nl noting ’the rema*ally large business of 1906 statedl that 
the premium mcomi Had increased by 40 per cent , and the 
reserve and surplus! nf much greater degree.
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what you may, on the architect lies the whole burden 
of responsibility. When a big fire occurs, and loss of 
life is probably added to loss of, property, “Who is to 
blame?” is the first question asked. The people are 
usually responsible for the money for building. They 
detail in a general way what they desire in the matter of 
space, and so forth. But they cannot be expected to 
stipulate means and methods for preventing its destruc­
tion by fire. This is the province of the architect alone. 
Has he done bis duty in the past? According to Mr. W. 
Fitzpatrick, consulting architect, Washington, D.C., 
there are in the United States some 11,000,500 buildings. 
Their value is something like $14,500,000,000. Of that 
number there are but 4,000 whose authors even claim 
as at all fireproof. Of these 4,000 there is but one 
building, the Underwriters' Laboratories, in Chicago, 
where all the known methods of fireproofing are as­
sembled under one roof. One is inclined to become some­
what cynical on the subject of American progress when 
that great continent can boast of but one absolutely fire­
proof building. The others of even the 41e00 art S 
damageable frt>m 20 to 90 per cent, of their Cost value.

The fact is we need architects who are not afraid to 
sacrifice, in building construction, a little beauty for 
solidity, a little art for safety, and a little external or 
internal fussiness for fireproof qualities. An 
intends to spend so much money on his building. The 
architect exceeds that sum in his estimates. The owner 
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Messrs. Irvine and Â|stin arc general agents at Lalgary f°r 
Alberta; McCallumf U.11 and to., at Kegma, for Saskatche­
wan A branch OtfilcMias been opened in Montreal with Mr. 
Pickering as res deftbgent. The Ottawa has many friends, 
who will wish it infrflased business and success.
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owner

is dissatisfied.
away
veranda, rips off some of the fireproofing, perhaps even 
of the steel. Any useful part of the building may be cut 
out if he can only preserve that beautiful exterior.
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When we get
not afraid, we shall have fewer disastrous conflagrations. 
Reinforced concrete has proved its value as a fireproof

It has withstood the rumb- <.and heat-resisting material.
ling of the earthquake and the ravages of the flames. 
It is questionable whether for many years to come any

.. ___ .. . thing better will be discovered. In some respects the
The twentyf-se< and yearly meeting of the Millers’ and ' llse 0f the material is experimental. It is so simp I

tT,"*-, income of ,h„* who u* i. ,r= confen, ,o ha««
from premium, am iou-rèst was $114,556; and after deduct- slapped together by their laborers, without science, 
mg reinsurance# ~4i d cancelled policies, and paying $33.710 wj,h jUst a benediction and a hope that the building WtH
losses and expehsjf -H30 per cent, of the premiums—there is ‘ . ___ . . intelligent»
$56,961 at the- cf^f! Mf revenue account. The efforts of the stand. W hen reinforced concrete *- , ^
directors are now robt-rlv directed to the building up of re- there will lie no outcry against it. Wh*pi it is u
serve. Its capital #all#, undertakings in force, and cash such a manner that huge buildings collapse it takes away

amount (o -------_--------  oublic fai,h. Progress is then difficult. There are.
hundred little ways in which the architect can 
building fireproof. There are a dozen means in w ^ 
he can add to the fireproof efficacy of the reinforced o®*" 
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REFORM IN BUILDING.
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caused by fire ijn J tfr ipean countries than in <’>ur <iwn 
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