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veéd from the Council agreeing to make

t reply- 1s not rege .
¢ improvement§, they will raise the premium rates n
treal on Mond3y
Che Committdebof Five of the thirty-five insurance com
panies that ted [1p phison | the settlement .w-ur\ 11}A |
San Francisco has geported that the al loss of every de
scription by ¢ n[(h\{‘.LAR\ and nré was about 31, n\umm-uou
[he estimaged valup of the prop nsured by 233 }.L)‘Hl
panies was 33! :_mmfpn;», n which the ss amount d to }[-\}l.b
000,000 [he tharty-iy ympanics ttled uums  to the

imount of $04 551,‘!,35
s 43 - > >

PACIFIC COAS::I‘ FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY.

does business

y rs 1 nd

3 3 A -
I'his' company i§ $gventeen year

almost exclusively it gwelling hotise 1isks A new h:Ucl ot

shares has been sojd [and part ot the unca led capital :‘1:
1 I he | pit 1s 30, the amoumnd

been called up, so thatithe | iid capital 1s $31.330, the amou

subscribed being $ili5/foo. By the transier ol 91 1,48 from
the profits of the vieaf NSUFANCE TESEIVE, 1S brought
up to the Domm n [Goverr standard. A%sarplus of

> 1 : " v selh y S ~ent.
$20,928 is shown anfd |the sharcs are ling dt 50 per cent

the re

premium . . e
F'he board of d#egtors has been ncreas d to nunber 13

persons, who ‘residefin Seattlc, Victoria, Vancouver, Calgary
and Winnipeg, a | nfinjber of them < quite wealthy men,
prominent in busingss Mr. Langlois, for somu time presi-
dent and general minager, gives up the general mapagement
nto the hands of Mr.fR. H. Duk hitherto secretary, who
in noting the remarkaply large business of 1906 stated that
the premium Incomeg Had increased by 40 per cent, and the
reserve and surplnsiin much greater degree
— -

OTTAWA FIRE INSURANCE CO.

The seventh anpugl meeting of the Ottawa Fire Insur
ance Company has Been held. The company has done a con
siderable business, {slfowing an increased premium INCOMC
and a fair underwriting profit for 1900 ['he fire losses which
in the prgvious year jwere almost 60 per cent. of the pnm‘:unn
are less than 49 per cent. now, which 1s a comjorting thing
Nearly $10,000- was oBtained from interest and rents and a
prot t was derived ifom the sale of the company s real estate
A dividend of 5 peri cént. has been declared and a call of 10
per cent. on the subsgribed capital of $250,000 15 made

An addition of $10,000 is made out of the earnings of the
Conflagration { Contingent Fund, the same sum hav-

year to : > '
T'his 1s a satisfactory. teatuyye

ing been contributed l&st year :
Something of the kind would be a g od move for others ot
our companies. Phisicompanys tot .1 assets now approach
$300,000; its reinsirafce reserve 18 $128,000; L:l'llﬂ.l):'rnll\'“
fund. $20.000, and balahce at credit of profit and loss, $31,029
Changes hiave been made in the company's Western agencies
Messrs. Irvine and Adstin are general agents at { algary for
\lberta: McCallum; Hill and Co Regina; for Saskatche-
wan. A branch offigellhas been opened 1 Montreal with Mr
Pickering as residefit fagent. The Ottawa has many friends,
who will wish it/ ingr@lased business a d success

——— -

QUEEN CITY FIRE INSURANCE CO.

This company Bd§ long preferred a limited field
i

ndaa select cldss of business, confined almost entirely
%‘, and pdn-hazardous risks. There is a marked
increase in the volifje of its 1906 business, \\hva yielded
$102,074 premium ingome and showed 9,341 policies covering
$7,247,000 Losses iand expenses absorbed only 40.35 per
cént. of the p'v'mu‘ﬁn‘i. an excellent record The result of
the vear's tradig i§ithe payment of the usual dividend and
the carrying of $334308 to profit and loss making that fund
W 8355, and the reserve fund $30,000, the capital stock,
fully paid up, bding: $100,000

' me - - >

MILLERS’ AND “ANUFACTURERS' INSURANCE CO.

f oper-

ation
to me

The twenty sedanld yearly meeting of the Millers’ "and

Manufacturers’ Lnsbfdnce Company has been heéld. It has
y77 policies-at| riski ¢overing $2 518,000. The year’s income
from premiums and jinterest was $114,556; and after deduct-

inicelled p id paying $33,710
+-30 per cent. of the premiums—there is
I'he efforts of the

g t ret of revenue account
1ir . I = lire to the buildi ~f ve
di s are now groperly directed to tl building up of re
Serve I pital g \114d, undertakings in force, and casb
assets amount to $1H3,133

e - -

RERORM IN BUILDING.

Contrasts are dften made between t o castation
-aused. -by fire in Hrppean count ; : Il
extent of the fite-wgiste in tl [ < e o1
in fact become a dcandal, so « o S o
portioned to the experience of other lar C strone art

on the whv and wpernefore of such
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| of things.

Volm “
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appears in the [February issue Jf the “Canadian Cement and

mncrete Review and Fire-proof Building Record” Afte
quoting compdfative figures of fire loss in Europe and
\merica, that journal says:

I'here 'are-several contributory causes for this state
The appalling fire loss is partly due to the
carelessness of the people and to the peculiarities of the
climate. But the great underlying cause, and the key to
the situation, is the defective building construction which
is operative all over the country, not excluding even our
best-built cities. In this respect America has to take 3
step back to the primeval days, whén compared with the
<ubstantial methods and material which are employed
by the older countries. As one insurance authority re-
marks: ‘‘America may fairly be said to be putting up
its buildings fm; the sake of burning them.”

\ great responsibility rests with the architect. Say
what you may, on the architect lies the whole burden
of responsibility. When a big fire occurs, and loss of
life is probably added to loss of. property, “Who is to
I The people are
usually responsible for the money for building. They
detail in a general way what they desire in the matter of
space, and so forth. But they cannot be expected to
stipulate means and methods for preventing its destruc-

lame?’’ is the first question asked.

Has he done his duty in the past? According to Mr. W.
Fitzpatrick, consulting architect, Washington, D.C,,
there are in the United States some 11,000,500 buildings.
I'heir value is something like $14,500,000,000. Of that
number there are but 4000 whose authors even claim
as at all fireproof. Of these 4,000 there is but one
building, the Underwriters’ Laboratories, in Chicago,
where all the known methods of fireproofing are as-
sembled under one roof. One is inclined to become some-
what cynical on the subject of American progress when
tHat great continent can boast of but one absolutely fire-
proof building. The others of even the 4,000 are
damageable from 20 to go per cent. of their Cost value.
The fact is we need architects who are not afraid to
sacrifice, in building construction, a little beauty for
solidity, a little art for safety, and a little external or
internal fussiness for fireproof qualities. An owner
intends to spend so much money on his building. The
architect exceeds that sum in his estimates. The owner
is dissatisfied. Then the architect, not wishing to do
away with an ornamental cupola or a swell, little
veranda, rips off some of the fireproofing, perhaps even
of the steel. Any useful part of the building may be cut
out if he can only preserve that beautiful exterior.
\When we get the architect who knows, and who is
not afraid, we shall have fewer disastrous conﬂ:lgralious.
Reinforced concrete has proved its value as a fireproof

ling of the earthquake and the ravages of the flames.
It is questionable whether for many years to come any-
thing better will be discovered. In some respects the
use of the material is experimental. It is so simP‘f
because, some of those who use it are content to have it
slapped together by their laborers, without science, and

with just a benediction and a hope that the building will

stand. When reinforced concrete is used intellige“t!'
there will be no outcry against it. Whap it is used
such a manner that huge buildings collapse it takes away
I'mhlic faith. Progress is then difficult. ' There are 2
| hundred little ways in which the architect can make 'hl‘
| building fireproof. There are a dozen means in which
| he can add to the fireproof efficacy of the reinforced con*

| crete structure. The absolutely fireproof building must
‘hitect to be

| come, and it is for the most up-to-date ar«

the pioneer.

tion by fire. This is the province of the architect alone. ;

and heat-resisting material. It has withstood the rumb- .
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