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P er-

fect in Infirmity.

 First of the Senes of Lenten Discourses Deliv-

Last by Rev. Raymond

Walsh, O.P., at St. Patrick’s Church.

d to the reve- | of faith, your courage that of the
Christian, gand your hope that
which finds its surest foundation
and strongest bulwark in religion.
Listen now to the message we
bring you from the mother who
bore your fathers amidst blood and
tears. Hear her message to you
her children: “‘Seek first the King-
dom of God, and all these things
shall be added unto you’’: ‘‘Labor
not for the bread which Pperishes,’”
for ‘not in bread alone doth man
live, but by every word which pro-
| ceedeth from the mouth of God.”” A
‘great French writer truly says:

|

t.

t.]l
al

l

|

: ‘‘every natior, is 4 ship whose an-
F  Qur coming to your ‘it’yt mu:(:.’ chors are cast in heaven.”” The se-
needs make your thoughts “"l: ve | cret of true greatness, the founda-
the island home whence we have | tion of stability and permanent suc-

e, the Motherland of so
::;ngm you, the isle associated fo

raised this glorious sanctuary

).
And if by our presence
you your minds are directed to ti
Jand of your fathers, you may wel
ask us what message we bear
you from Ireland. Mother

Queen of the *‘sea-divided Gael,” for
it any country is indissolubly linked

with its children in their varied
fate and fortune it is Erin.
ther never forgets the children o
her joy, still less those of her tears

inued down to our own days

ing their seeds.” And what an | civic life, must have a relationship
exodus! Let the sands of . the| with God, if his life, domestic and
North Atlantic tell the tale of the | pyublic, individual and social, is to
sea-bleached bones which mark the

waves.
ble river, from Delle Tsle to Quebec
tell of those who, like its

thers whilst their limbs writhed.

and their  blood was on fire with ness, the final end of man? And
famine-fever, until along its banks | what is happiness, where is it to
thev found a grave. Tet that be- | be found, ir. what does it consist ?

fitting emblem of a nation’s agony,
the cross, which vour patriotic love
for the memory of the dead had
erected for all time on Grosse
to mark the last resting-place
thousands  of our race, speak of
those who rest heneath the shadow
of its*nrotectine arms.

All these memories and yet more
and even sadder are enshrindd  in
the heart of your Motherland,
Borrows of her sons, their joys and
their success, their glory and their
prosperity are hers still more in
virtue of the Divine promises:
“Blessed are they who mourn; for
they shall be comforted”’; ‘‘they who
%W in tears shall reap in joy*’;
“they shall come with joy carrying
their sheaves,”” and the promise of

| tat joy hes reached the ear of their
lo:l;erlnnd and touched her heart,
avakening hopes  oft and k

. dreamt of but as often and as l:g

i urealized.  She listens to a pro-

Phetic voice, the statesman’s Vvoice

of Canada’s greatest citizen, ome

. Whom the bonds of a common faith
bind closen to your hearts than were
of your race yet not of ‘your re-
on. - .

And what is the utterance
hears? “If the last cen was
. the century of the United . States,
30ctwemieth century is the, century
: 1f the tendency of your
. Mighbors in the = United States
| ems to be an exa ted concep-
 Hon of their national progrees and

Power, the duty of the Canadian
18 %o appreciate adequately the ad-
: and importance of his coun-
Y ad its claims on his  twhole-

service.””  Hopeful and in-
8plring wordg) th
Calm dn]ii)beratlon of a
; a lover of land, o
- well worthy of loe‘.,. Py
mise, peace gnd plenty,
yet gentle hand
You children of a
1 race,

‘ i vi f its Apos- |
all time with the name o &l
" {le, in whose honor your forefathers | all

worthily entitled the ‘‘Irish Cathed-

he

to
and |

A mo-

Exiles from Erin, your ancestors be- |
gen that westward march which has |

€0
“Going they went and wept, cast-

track of the emigrant ship over its
Let'the shores of wour no-

martyr-
patron blessed the God of their fa-

Isle
of

the

she’

cess, in the nation as in each of the
irdividuals who compose it, is reli-
ion. ““Godliness is profitable to
things having promise of the life
that now is and of that which is to
come.” Thus the greatness of a na-
tion is based on the morals and
religion of its citizens, whilst their
| civic and religious virtues are the
| bulwark and the glory of the state.
| Prosperity, like freedom (to quote
the words of one of our national
poets) ‘‘Comes from God’s right‘
hand, and needs g godly train, of
righteous men’’—true to themselves
and their country because true to
conscience and to God. ‘‘Unless the
Lord build the house and keep ‘the
city, they lahor in vain. who build
and watch in vain who keep.” Man
therefore, not merely in his indivi-
dual capacity, but in his social gnd

T |

\
\
1
amongst |

1

|

t |
o

be worthy of his dignity as a ration-
al, responsihle being. For what is
life if it be not the principle of
motion and action, or rather activi-
ty manifested by movement towards
an object, and that object none
other than the attainment of happi-

|
|
|
|
|
|

Is it in mere well-being of body,
finding its expression in the gratifi-
cation of the senses?.or ‘is it to be
found in the higher enjoyments of
the soul, the fillirg of the mind
with knowledge and the satiety of
the heart’s desire with glory; or
higher still in the pursuit and the
acquirement of virtue as the stoics
taught and practiced? In none of
these. Man is not nor can he be
his own end, the law of the Gospel
confutes the egotism of the world.
Happiness is alone to be found in
the knowledge and service of God.
This is the real gnd only adequate
object of life, the Gospel declares it
and our Own reason approves its
teaching, and consequently the true
definfition of life is not merely a na-
tural movement towards happiness,
but rather s movement whose prin-
ciple, centre and end is God.

Now, if there is to be a move-
ment on our part towards God as
our end, there must be some pro-
Portion, some equality, as a basis
of action. Yet as no such propor-
tion or equality exists betweer, the
Oreator and the creature, between
the finite and mortal and the immor-
tal and infinite the abyss of weakness
and the summit of power and
strength, it {s for Him to lean to-
wards by s movement of grace and
thus in His own divine way., to
draw us towards Himself by divine
mears, attracting nis creatures to g
life like with His own: ‘‘No man can
come to Me except the Father who
hath sent Me draw him.”” Here we
find ourselves face to face with the

p tural; if we t it 48 our
merit and salvatiom, if we refuse
 our consent it is our fault and our
- Now this leaning of the Creator
| towards the creature, this movement

of God towards us, is twofold, sirce
~within us has a twofold

tanding and  will,

gard to its sigmificatior, the most

Matrimony representing the hypos-
tatic union of the divinity and hu-
manity in Christ and His moral
union with the Ch\ll"cb:. ‘with regard
to their necessity the most import-

former beirg indispensably
lost their baptismal grece; and fin-

ally the easiest of
treme Unction.

our intelligence by the grace of His
revelation of Himself, His Being and

the manifestation of His mind and
law. He acts upon our will by Sa-
crament, communicating to us the
8pirit and the strergth to fulfil His
divine will and with that spirit and

life a foretaste

after as our ultimate end by grace,
since  we cannot do so by nature.
Ask God’s saints and they will tell
you whence they derived that hal-
lowed life which raised them above
the world in which they lived. There
under the lowly symbol of bread
they found the hidden virtue of the
Sacrament of Sacraments that gives
holiness and with sanctity produces
and makes fruitful the germ of di-
vine life planted in baptism.

Here you sece the meaning of this
discourse, ‘‘Power made perfect
infirmity.”” Here you find the
plication of the text of my

ser-
‘mon, our Lord’s words in  to-day’s
Gospel, “Not in bread alone doth
man live, but in every word that

Proceedeth from the m
Thus the Spirit of God Who is Spok-
en of in Holy Wnit as the Spirit of
Truth, is alsp called the ‘‘Spirit of
Power,”’” the “‘Strength of the Most
High,”” and the same Latin word
‘“Virtus’ expresses in English  the
kindred qualities strength and vir-
tue; Divine strength the cause, vir-

outh of God.’”

tue' objectively Supernatural,  yet |
subjectively human, the result, the
effect, of God’s action on man’s wil] |

through the in'stmmentality of His

strength the desire, even the hunger
to possess Him, giving even fin this |
of that possessior, '
and the right to possess Him here-

in |
ﬂ‘p-‘

too clear and manifest not to be
known already! Let the first fruit
be to return heartfelt thanks to God
for having endowed us with so many
ard so powerful yet such easy means

’ Deaﬂi of W

of receiving, preserving and increas- |

ing His grace. These instruments of
grace cost us but little; they
Him dearly Who redeemed us at a
great price, no less than His Pas-
sion and Death, the source from
which they derive all their mystic
efficacy. Lastly they deserve and re-
quire our real esteem and reverence,
best manifested by us in using them
frequently, and receiving them wor-
thily ard gladly. ‘‘you shall draw
waters with joy from the fountains
of our Saviour.” “‘What then shall
separate us from the charity of
Christ ! Shall tribulation ? or dis-
tress? or famine? or nakedness?

|
|
|
|

or
| danger? or persecution? or the
sword? Dut in all these things we

overcome because of Him that hath
loved us. For T am sure that nei-
ther death nor life, nor things pre-
sent, nor things to come, nor any
other creature, shall be able to se-
parate us  from the love of God, |
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” |

Love Hides the Cross.

| ‘It is g good and wholesome thing
| to watch how brave souls bear them-
selves in the battle of life.”’—Mrs.
Craven.

|

Times there are when life is dreary,
| Ours a bondage land of tears!

Sirtaraeats ‘h!nrl‘i(i. nay, our hearts are weary; |
What is the radical signification of | Cloud-dimmed, perhaps, our pnthi

the word Sacrament? It is an or- PR Se |

ganism containing some hidden foree, | mimes again, when soul-met plea-

some secret and mysterious power, su'r,c y

and what is more familiar ¢

)
than the conception of force even t
idea of weakness
force, the difference being one of de-
8ree, not of kind, 5 mere yuestion
of less and more. We call the for-
mer weakness, ftthe latter strength.
No violent change or destruction is
implied in the Process, there is hut
an increase, an addition of a kind-
red quality to what already existed,
and this increase, this transforma-
tion by which grace clevates and per-
fects nature without destroying it,
corresponds to every conceivable pe-

us
he
is identical with

riod, necessity, and state of human
existence. . ““The . wisdom of God
reacheth  from end to end mightily

Bids us lift our hearts on high;
Yea, when e’en, in cheering measure, |
ientle hours gre passing by.
Christ’s loved would |
tell us
Grief-fraught days are not in va;n;
Onward e’er His woes compel us;
None like joy that's born of pain!

story, yet,

Never; no! in soul’s behavior,
Earth’s with Heaven bliss compare; |
Let us, like our thorn-crowned Sa-
viour,
Love the cross we have to bear!
(Rev.) R. H. FITZ-HENRY.
Ash Wednesday, 1910.

and ordaineth all things sweetly and
ordereth all things in measure and |
number and weight.”” Thus as seveui
things are necessary for man in his 1
natural life: to be born, to grow,
to be fed, to regain health if it has
been lost, to recover strength Wheni
weakened by struggle or infirmity, |
to have an unbroken succession of
superiors to govern, and of succes- |
Sors to preserve the humen race, so
in the Supernatural life correspond-
ing to the natural, baptism gives
him birth, Confirmation makes him |
Strong, the Holy Eucharist feeds |
him, Penance heals him, Extreme |
Unction fortifies him against  ‘the |
dangers which accompany' |
deatn, Holy Orders gives miinisters
to the Church, while Matrimony per-
betuates pastors and Ppeople. Thus
through the Sacramerts (in the
words of the Council of Trent) ‘‘all
Jjustice has its beginning or if begun
is increased, or if lost restored.’’
Furthermore, according to the
Thomistic doctrine, the Sacraments
are not merely instruments of grace
in the moral sense, but actual ard
physical causes of the supernatural
results’ they achieve in the souls of
those Who receive them with the due
and necessary dispositions and who
co-operate generously with the Sa-
cramental grace which they truly
signify and really confer.

They are all great, yet each ome,
@5 the Council of Trent teaches, has
its own special ‘excellence and with
regard to their intrinsic dignity the
greatest of all is the Holy Euchar-
ist, because it contairs the Author

1

of Grace, our Lord Himself; with | ;o the sum total of all philosophy ;
regard to the intrinsic dignity of we igmore the past with all jts
the minister who confers them, Holy | o uits and blunders ard wins; and

Orders gnd Confirmation; with re-

remarkable

is the Sacrament

of

ant are Baptism and Penance,  the
to all, the latter for ‘those who have

Autumn of Life,

Yes ! The garish lights and the |
jocund music are gone; the laugh- |
g children who tossed the daisies
and wove 'the cowslips of spring,
and the maidens who crowned them-
selves with the roses of summer are
gone’;, and the cowled and grey-ha~
bited, but gentle friar, Autumn, has
just come out from the sidewings
onto the stage. 1 have chosen that |
simile because I like monks. I like
their dress, so flowing, so graceful
so majestic; 1 like the falling scap- |
ular; I like the folded hands ; I
like the placid face, unfurrowed by |
care and undisturbed by passion} I
like the solemn eyes that seem to |
regard us from ‘‘Eternity’s still-
ness”’, and I like fthe bood that |
frames the placid face.

And so, ton, I like this grey monk
autumn, that comes to us so quietly,
s0 solemnly, without noise or laugh-
ter, except the soughing of the gen-
tle winds through the changing fo-
liage of the trees, sounds which
seems to be quite in unison with the
decay and demise of the year,

So, too, I think the autumn of
life is best. I admit that youth has
its raptures and enthusiams—its in-
tense enjoyment of the present, its
magnificert dreams of the future.
The sun shines out in all his splen-
dor and majesty. That grey, sombre
cloud, experience, which warms and
fertilizes our little lives, has not yet
throwr: his shadow across our path. |
We live in the present moment, which

we look forward to the future under
the shining iris 'of eternal hope. And
yet youth has its pains and its pen-
alties too—its uncertainties, its dis-
appointments, its keen pangs of un-
returned passions and unrequited
loves ; its heat and fury and head-
long plurging into abyseses, whence
it emerges with broken wings and
shattered nerves. :

Yes !' the autumnal sorrows are
less keen: and if only the middle-
aged could keep that great secret of
youth—to live in the present mo-
ment and let the future and the past
take care of themselves—T think {t
would be the supremely happy pe-
riod of our mortal existence—Rev.
Dr. P. A. Shechan, in Parerga.

y

‘As a, vermifuge there is nothing so 1
potent as Mother Graves’ Worm Fix-
terminator, and it can be given - to
the most delicate child without fear
of injury to the constitutior.

weakness.

came weaker,

Misericordia hospital on Sherbnooke
street, he

cost

Zealous Priest, Whose
the Betterment of H

consolable at His Demise.

At St. Augustine’s Church, Bran-
don, Man., on Sunday morning, a
congregation filling every seat and
occupying nearly every inch of stand-
ing room, listening with deepest re-
gret to the announcement of the
death of Rev. Father Reitvelt, their
parish priest, who passed away at
Winnipeg on Saturday evening.

Deceased was beloved by his par-
isbioners and held in high esteem by
citizens generally, and when Rev.
Father Decoene, from the pulpit Sun-
day morning, made reference to the
death of the head of the parish, wo-
men wept and men could not re-
strain 5 tear. Such a Scene had not
been witnessed in the chureh since

the sudden death of the founder of
the parish, Rev. Father Godts, six
| years ago.

Rev. Henri Benedict Reitvelt, C.

SS.R., parish priest of Brandon,
was born in Veurne, Belgium, in
1856, in which place he passed six
years in classical studies, preparing
himself for the priesthood. He after-
wards went to Roulers for ome yeary
to study philosophy, then to Bruges,
where he finishea his preparations

| after four years study of theology.

He became g priest in 1882, en-
tering the Redemptorist Father’'s
Monastery at Brussels, where he
spent five years, afterwards being
sent to St. Thomas, West Indies, as
assistant priest in 1887. After two
years there he was promoted to
Superior of the mission of St. Croix,
where he stayed until 1895, w hen

he was called back to Brussels, but |

agair. returned to St. Croix in
1898, when he enlarged the monas-

tery and church there. In 1900 he
was called to St. Ann’s Church,
Montreal, where he remained until

February, 1905, when he was ap-
pointed superior and parish priest
of Brandon.

On Sunday, December 22, 1907, |

the late Kev. Father Reitvelt
brated his silver jubilee, havirg then
been in the priesthood twenty-five
years. In honor of this occasion g
grand banquet was held, when his
parishioners presented the late Rev.
Father with a bag of silver.

During his five years in the city
as parish priest the late Father
Reitvelt became dearly loved by his

congregation and the citizens in ge- martre; Rev. Fn. Arserault, Portage

neral, and his demise came as

a

hard blow to all.
Just two weeks before the late
Rev. Father Reitvelt preached to

his parishioners from the same pul-
pit from which Sunday morning his
death was announced. As he was

| the only pniest at home on that day,

he had to preach three times
teach catechism.

On Monday, Jan. 24, he left for
St. Norbert to preach s ten days’
retreal to the Trapmst Fathers, He
was suffering from g severe cold,
hut continued his work for eight
days, at the end of which he was
on the verge of collapse from Sheer
He insisted on being
taken home to Brandon on Wednes-
day last. A sleigh was secured
the Trappists and Father Reitvelt
was conveyed to Winmipeg, it being
the intenition to take him to the
C.P.R. depot for the Brandon train.
During the journey he gradually be-
When passing the

and

noticed the institytion
with which he was familiar, and he
asked to be taken there to rest. His

request was granted, and he had no
Sooner entered than {t was noticed
he was in g serious condition.
doctor was called immediately and
he found that Father Reitvelt was
almost
from acute pneumonia.
gested that he be removed to
Boniface

attendant
would mean instant death.
exceptional circumstances, acocommo-

A

at death’s  door, suffering
It was sug-
St.
ital, but his medical
concluded that removal
In the

dation was provided for the sufferer
by the sistere of Misenicordia Hos-
pital. Tn the afternoon he became
unconscious, but in the evening, hav-
ing come to himself, he received Fx-
treme Unctioh administered by Fa-

ther Allard, O.M.1., who after 'the

ceremony said that he would bring
Holy Viaticum next mornimg, but as
Father Reityelt expressed his desire

nion

ell-Known

cele- |

to receive. it at once, Holy Commu- | &

e iyl b

Redemptorist.

Every Effort Was For
1s People, Who are

In-

e

ther Lietart arrived fro
and on entering the sick room asked
the dying priest how he felt. “First
rate,”” was the answer, ‘“‘1 have re-
ceived the last Sacraments.’’ From
that moment he lost consciousnesms
again. At five o'clock on Saturday
morning the death agony commenc-
ed, and at half past four in the af~
ternoon he expired with an unfinish-
ed prayer on his lips.

The news of the Rev. Father’s
death was received in the city about
six o'clock, and the bells of St.
Augustine’s church tolled the mourn-
ful news over the city, and soon af-
ter, out of respect for one of Bran-
don’s most popular minfisters, the
city bells were started,

i The funeral took place at St. Au-
I'gustine’s Chunch, The service, which
| was most impressive, was attendedr
;hv a congregation which filled the
| ehureh to the doors and many werg
| unable to gair admfittance. Among
those present were many of the pro-
minent  citizens of Brandon who
had heen as close friends of the de-
ceased as the members of his own
} congregation,
| The late Rev.
| chaplain of
| bus,

m Brandon,

i

i
4
i
4

!
|
f
1
\'

|

Father Reitvelt was
the Knights of Colum=
the first member of the Re-
demptorists in Canada to join the
order, and it wes largely the result
of his efforts that 5 eouncil of the

Knights was' established in Bran-
don.

The funeral procession from the
| CAMLB.A.  hall, where the remains

had been lying in state, to the
| church was g very large one, allk
the Catholic gocieties attending. The
socicties represertted were the Ca~
[ tholic Club, the C.M.B.A., Knights
[ of Columbus, St. Ann’s Society, and
|('h(lx!rnn of Mary. There was also
!ﬂ good representation of the parish-
| iorers gnd the pupils of the Catholia
| schools.

His Grace Archbishop Langevin of-
ficiated at the funeral, assisted by
the Redemptorists, Frs. Decoene,
Lietaert and Meyer, of Brandon, and
the following priests from other
places: Rev. Fr. Beliveau, chancel-
lor to the Archbishop; Rev, Fr. Mag-
nan, O.M.I., and Rev. Fr. Cahill, O.
M.I., Winnipeg; Rev. Fr. Louis, St.
Norbert; Rev. Fr. Maillart, Mont~

|

la. Prairie; Rev. Fr. Jubinville, Dun-
rea; Rev. Fr. Borgonie, C.SS.R.,
and Rev. Fr. Louis, C.SS.R., York-
ton.

Requiem Mass was sung by the
full choir. Rev. Father Lietaert was
celebrant, with Rev. Fr. Jubinville
as deacon and Rev. Fr. Arsenault
as sub-deacon. The music was grand
meking the service very impressive.

The funeral oratior. was delivered
by His Grace Archbishop Langevin.
The speaker dwelt at length upon
the great work done here by the
dead superion, whose zenl was un-
bounded. From Father Reitvelt, His
Grace said, he had repeatedly heard
the greatest possible praise for the
people  of Brandon—those of St.
Augustine’s congregation for their
loyalty, and the citizens generally
for their exceeding kimdness, charity
and hroadness of spirit towards the
Church and the Redemptorist Fa~
thers. For all this good will he
extended the most heartfelt thanks
of himself gnd the Redemptorist Fa~
thers. In the death of the superior,
His Grace said, the Church suffered
an almost irreparable loss. Father
Reitvelt had done great things fow
the church amd its people, and in
his owr, quiet way for the city he
dearly loved. The speaker referred
to the zealous life ef the deceased,
to his incessant efforts for sthe bet~
terment of the yeople—a life in
which there was an example which ;
might well be emulated by all.' ' .

At the close of His Grace’s ser
mon, the remains of the dead supe-
rior were conveyed in procession to
the vaults bereath the church, where
with fitting ceremony thev were laid
beside those of the late Rev. Fathor
Godts, the founder of St. Augues
tine’s.

Courage is g Virtue that
young cannot spare; to lose it

 wiven o, short
On. ;\ﬁ" %

moming  Fa- | Dyke-




