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Power Made Per
fect in Infirmity.

First of the Series of Lenten Discourses Deliv
ered on Sunday Last by Rev.. Raymond 
Walsh, OP., at St. Patrick’s Church.
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tramp called upon, 
-ocate of woman » 
was a very plaus- 
not seem to nieet 
iMhy*. “Why oon’t 
' asked the suffra- 
im," explained the 
de a solemn vow 
Lt I would never 

" till wim-

Verv gratifying indeed to the reve
nd preachers who are presently 

a course of sermons at St. 
Patrick's, must have been the very 

; rL attendance at both morning 
^evening services on Sunday last. 
tL impression produced by the at- 
A^fve manner of delivering their 
Uten message and the able exposi
tion of old truths, at once made a 
bond between the speakers and their 
audiences, and the very closest at
tention marked both discourses. We 
herewith reproduce verbatim Father 
Raymond Walsh’s morning sermon:
Dearest Brethren in Christ:

Our coming to your city must 
needs make your thoughts turn to 
the island home whence we have 
come, the Motherland of so many 
■nongst you, the isle associated for 
all time with the name of its Apos
tle in whose honor your forefathers 
nused this glorious sanctuary so 
worthily entitled the “Irish Cathed
ral.”

And if by our presence amongst 
you your minds are directed to the 
land of -your fathers, you may well 
ask us what message we bear to 
you from Ireland. Mother and 
Queen of the “sea-divided Gael,” for 
if any country is indissolubly linked/ 
with its children in their varied 
fate and fortune it is Erin. A mo
ther never forgets the children of 
her joy, still less those of her tears. 
Exiles from Erin, your ancestors be
gan that westward march which has 
continued down to our own days. 
"Going they went and wept, oastr
ing their seeds." And what an 
exodus ! Let the sands of the
North Atlantic tell the tale of the 
sea-bleached bones which mark the 
track of the emigrant ship over its 
waves. Let!the shores of your no
ble river, from Belle Isle to Quebec, 
tell of these who, like its martyr- 
patron blessed the God of their fai- 
thers whilst their limbs writhed, 
and their blood was on fire with 
famine-fever, until along its banks 
thev found a grave. Let that be
fitting emblem of a nation's agony, 
the cross, which vour patriotic love 
for the memory of the dead had 
erected for all time on Grosse Isle 
to mark the last resting-place of 
thousands of our race, speak of 
those who rest beneath the shadow 
of ItsTrotcctinrr nrms.

All these memories and yet more 
and even sadder are enshrinêd in 
the heart of your Motherland, the 
•orrows of her sons, their joys and 
their success, their glory and their 
Prosperity are hers still more in 
Tirtue of the Divine promises: 

Blessed are they who mourn, for 
they shall be comforted"; “they who 
row in tears shall reap in joy"; 

they shall come with joy carrying 
their sheaves," and the promise of 
« * J°.y 118,8 r°ached the ear of their 
Motherland and touched her heart, 
awakening hopes oft ^nd long 
drea“t of but as often and as long 
“?™ahzed- She listens to a. pro- 
Phetic voice, the statesman’s voice 
01 Csnada s greatest citizen, one 
2“,the bonds of a common faith 

od closer to vour hearts than were 
ta 01 your race yet not of your re-

And what is the utterance she 
If the last century was 

the century of the United States, 
he twentieth century is the century 

11 the tendency of your “Wtbors in the United sites 
tion Jan exa88erated ooncep- 
power ' ,i?lr muiomU progress and 
tat! th# , duty °* the Canadian 

to appreciate adequately the ad- 
hv 38,1-Dd Importance of his coun- 

“* clejm‘ on hie tvhole- 
“■rted service.” Hopeful and in- 

'T_rd»l -poken with the 
tatat deliberation of a leader of
we» £ 'T" Ms land, * land 
X Z hy o{ love’ «■ land Of pro- 
itr!LP!!!CT£?, P'otLy. Where the 
tadüî e hand of Ood has
UtSS ?ildren of a sorely-tided yet 
old to aayln* to you as offern! ,the p»tr-arch Of Haren—"GoLZ 'Tnto^^T^’ ^ £
•torn ttj ,and that I will
«££! tïü’ and 1 wil> blew thee end 

thy name great."
tw^tiefw fch€.,a“r 8Chem« which the 
you irarï Cen,?urv Pimente, but as 
rolro^iiie 0n ltA beautv- and Its pro- 

™ ! s ^ mind Vlth courage,
,7fL.Witb h°Pe- let vour 

00 at the future be the glance

of faith, your courage that of the 
Christian, and your hope that
which finds its surest foundation 
and strongest bulwark in religion.

Listen now to the message we 
bring you from the mother who
bore your fathers amidst blood and 
tears. Hear her message to you 
her children: “Seek first the King
dom of God, and all' these things 
shall be added unto you": “Labor 
not for the bread which ‘perishes," 
for “not in bread alone doth man
live, but by every word which pro
ceeded from the mouth of God." A 
great French writer truly says: 

‘every nation is a ship whose an
chors are cast in heaven." The se
cret of true greatness, the founda
tion of stability and permanent suc
cess, in the nation as in each of the 
individuals who compose it, is reli
gion. “Godliness is profitable to 
all things having promise of the life 
that now is and of that which is to 
come." Thus the greatness of a na
tion is based on the morals and 
religion of its citizens, whilst their 
civic and religious virtues are the 
bulwark and the glory of the state. 
Prosperity, like freedom (to quote 
the words of one of our national 
poets) “Comes from God’s right 
hand, and needs a godly train, of 
righteous men"—true to themselves 
and their country because true to 
conscience and to God. “Unless the 
Lord build the house and keep the 
city, they labor in vain who build 
and watch in vain who keep." Man 
therefore, not merely in his indivi
dual1 capacity, but in his social gnd 
civic life, must have a relationship 
with God. if his life, domestic and 
public, individual and social, is to 
be worthy of his dignity as a ration
al, responsible being. For what is 
life if it be not the principle of 
motion and action, or rather activi
ty manifested by movement towards 
an object, and that object none 
other than the attainment of happi
ness, the final end of man? And 
what is happiness, where is it to 
be found, in what does it consist ?
Is it in mere well-being of body, 
finding its expression in the gratifi
cation of the senses?, or is it to be 
found in the higher enjoyments of 
the soul, the filling of the mind 
with knowledge and the satiety of 
the heart's desire with glory; or 
higher still in the pursuit and the 
acquirement of virtue as the stoics 
taught and practiced? In none of 
these. Man is not nor can he be 
his own end, the law of the Gospel 
confutes the egotism of the world. 
Happiness is alone to be found in 
the knowledge and service of God. 
This is the real and only adequate 
object of life, the Gospel declares it 
and our oyvn reason approves its 
teaching, and consequently the true 
definition of life is not merely a na
tural movement towards happiness, 
but rather a movement whose prin
ciple, centre and end is God.

Now, if there is to be a move
ment on our part towards God as 
our end, there must be some pro
portion, some equality, as a basis 
of action. Yet a& no such propor
tion or equality exists between, the 
Creator and the creature, between 
the finite and mortal and the immor
tal and infinite tihe abyss of weakness 
and the summit of power and 
strength, it is for Him to lean to
wards by a movement of grace and 
thus in His own divine way,, to 
draw us towards Himself by divine 
means, attracting fcis creatures to ai 
life like with His own: “No man can 
come to Me except the Father who 
hath sent Me draw him." Here we 
find ourselves face to face with the 
supernatural; if we consent it Is our 
merit and salvation, if we refuse 
our consent it is our fault and our 
ruin.

Now this leaning of the Creator 
towards the creature, this movement 
of God towards us, is twofold, since 
the soul within us has a twofold 
power of understanding and will, 
both seeking the same Identical ob
ject under a twofold aspect. Truth 
is the object of the understanding, 
goodness the object of the will, both 
being found identified in God alone.
So God the everlasting truth and 
essential goodness acts on both 
mind' and will In order that we roav 
act In response to Hie grace with 
botfc our understanding, the remote 
principle of action, and our will.

our intelligence by the grace of His 
revelation of Himself, His Being and 
the manifestation of His mind and 
law. He acts upon our will by Sa- 
cramgpt, communicating to us the 
spirit and the strength to fulfil His 
divine will and with that spirit and 
strength the desire, even the hunger 
to possess Him, giving even In this 
lie a foretaste of that possession, 

and the right to possess Him here
after as our ultimate end by grace, 
since we cannot do so by nature„ ,, uo HO oy nature, emcacy. Lastly they deserve end
yosu w£L8rr

too clear and manifest not to be 
known already ! Let the first fruit 
be to return heartfelt thanks to God 
for having endowed us with so manv 
and so powerful yet such easy means 
of receiving, preserving and increas
ing His grace. These instruments of 
grace cost us but little; they cost 
Him dearly Who redeemed us at a 
great price, no less than His Pas
sion and Death, the source from 
which they derive all their mystic 
efficacy. Lastly they deserve and re-

-------------- auM • — » v* wivu,
best manifested by us in using them 
frequently, and receiving them wor
thily and gladly. "You shall draw 
waters with joy from the fountains 
of our Saviour." “What then shall 
separate us from the charity of 
Christ • ......................

--------- - QJ1U VIiV,y WI
you whence they derived that hal- 
lowed life which raised them above 
the world in which *hev lived. There 
under the lowly symbol of broad 
they found the hidden virtue of the 
Sacrament of Sacraments that gives 
holiness and with sanctity produces 
and makes fruitful the germ of di- 
v*ne life planted in baptism.

Here you see the meaning of this 
discourse, “Power made perfect in 
infirmity." Here you find the ap
plication of the text of my ser-
Gospe° “Not^-n hreor? t°'<^y s 9Pnt’ nor things to come, nor 
man live, but in e™! word” ‘’‘’Z Crooture' shnM hc *We to *e-
prooeedeth from the mUh of God ’ 1 ^°m ,hc ,ov<= * G”d-

Death of Well-Known

Redemptorist.
Zealous Priest, Whose Every Effort Was For 

the Betterment of His People, Who are In
consolable at His Demise.

Shall tribulation ? o, mL “rt* ChMrCh> Dnm'
famine? or : d°m.Mnn;, on Sunday morning.tress? or famine? or nakedness-? 

danger? or persecution? or the 
sword? But in all those things we 
overcome because of Him that hath 
loved us. For I am sure that nei
ther death nor life, nor things pre-

on..... *«. W . : c oi voti."Thus the Spirit of God Who is spnk-
™ “Î ,n Ho,y Writ as the Spirit of 
Truth, is also Celled the "Spirit of
Hteh°" thrt "Ktr0ngth ot th« Most 
. ; „and the mmc Latin word

Virtus expresses in English the I 
kindred qualities strength and vir- ! 
tue; Divine strength the cause vir- 
tue objectively supernatural, vet 
subjectively human, the result, the 
effect, of God’s action on man’s will 
through tho instrumentality of His 
Sacraments.

What is the radical signification of 
the word Sacrament? It Is an or
ganism containing some hidden force 
some secret and mysterious power’ 
and what is more familiar to us 
than the conception of force even the 
idea of weakness is identical with 
force, the difference being one of de
gree, not of kind, a mere question 
of less and more. We call the for- 
mer weakness, the latter strength.
1 o violent change or destruction is 
implied in the process, there is hut 
an increase, aJ1 addition of a kind- 
red quality to what already existed 
and this Increase, this transforma- 
î'°" ^ rhlCh gracc Ç'evtitee and per
fects nature without destroying it 
corresponds to every conceivable pe^ 
nod necessity, and state of human 
existence. "The wisdom of God 
roncheth from end to end mightily 
and ordaineth nil things sweetly and 
ordeieth all things in measure' and

antl Weieht’’’ Thus =» seven 
things are necessary for man in his 
natural life: to be bom, to grow 
to bo fed, to regain health if it has 
been lost, to recover strength when weakened by struggle or fnfirmity 
o have an unbroken succession of 

superiors to govern, and of succes
sors to preserve the human race, eo 
" Z supernatural life correspond- 

mg to the natural, baptism gives 
him birth, Confirmation mokes him 
strong, tho Holy Eucharist
l!Z'l<rentnC?-,- heals him- Extreme 
Unction fortifies him against the
dan8crs„ , which accompany 
deatn. Holy Orders gives ministers 
to tho Church, while Matrimony per- 
petuatea pastors and .people. Thus 
through the Sacraments (in the 
words of the Council of Treqt) “all 
justice has its beginning or if begun 
«s increased, or if lost restored.” 
furthermore, according t0 the 
Thomistic doctrine, the Sacraments 
axe not merely instruments of grace 
in the moral sense, but actual and 
physical causes of the supernatural 
results they achieve in the souls of 
those who receive them with the due 
and necessary dispositions and who 
co-operate generously with the Sa
cramental grace which they truly 
signify and really confer.

They are all great, yet each one, 
aa the Council of Trent teaches, has 
its own special excellence and with 
regard to their intrinsic dignity the 
greatest of all is the Holy Euchar
ist, because it contains the Author 
of Grace, our Lord Himself; with 
regard to the intrinsic dignity of 
the minister who confers them, Holy 
Orders and Confirmation; with re
gard to its signification the most 
remarkable is the Sacrament of 
Matrimony representing the hypos
tatic union of the divinity and hu
manity in Christ and Hie moral 
union with the Church; with regard 
to their necessity the most import
ant are Baptism and Penance, the 
former being indispensably necessary 
to all, the latter for those who have 
lost their baptismal grace; and fin
ally the easiest of reception, Ex
treme Unction.

All these except Holy Orders and 
Matrimony ( which concern human 
society at large) will be the theme 
of my discourses on the ensuing Sun- 
ciavs. I have described them but 
briefly now since they will derive 
fresh light from the detailed expla
nation which I purpose to give of 
each In succession.

Meanwhile, whnt conclusions are 
What should be the

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Love Hides the Cross.

“It is a good and wholesome thing 
to watch how brave souls bear them
selves in the battle 0f life.”—Mrs. 
Craven.

Times there are when life is dreary, 
Ours a bondage land of tears ! 
Marcid, nay, oiir hearts are weary; 
Cloud-dimmed, perhaps, our path 

with fears!

Times, again, when soul-met plea-

Bids us lift our hearts on high;
Yea, when e’en, in cheering measure. 
Gentle hours are passing by.

Christ’s loved story, yet, would

Grief-fraught days arc not in va;n; 
Onward e’er His woes compel us; 
None like joy thoit’s born of pain!

Never; no! in soul’s behavior, 
Earth’s with Heaven bliss compare; 
Let us, like our thorn-crowned Sa-

Love the cross we have to bear ! 
(Hev. ) It. H. FITZ-HENRY. 

Ash Wednesday, 1910.

congregation filling every scan and 
occupying nearly every inch of stand
ing room, listening with deepest re
gret to the announcement of the 
death of Rev. Father Reitvelt, their 
parish priest, who passed away at 

^ i Winnipeg on Saturday evening.
Deceased was beloved by his par

ishioners and held in high esteem by 
citizens generally, and when Rev. 
Father Decoene, from tho pulpit Sun
day morning, made reference to the 
death of tho head of the parish, wo
men wept and men could not re
strain a tear. Such a scene had not 
been witnessed in tho churoh since 
the sudden death of the founder of 
the parish, Rev. Father Godts, six 
years ago.

Autumn of Life.

j Yes ! The garish lights and the 
I jocund music are gone , the laugh- 
I mg Children who tossed tho daisies 
* and wove the cowslips of spring, 
and the maidens who crowned them- 

! selves with the roses of summer are 
gone •; and the cowled and grey-ho-

Rev. Henri Benedict Reitvelt, C. 
SS.R., parish priest of Brandon, 
was bom in Veume, Belgium, in 
1856, in which place he passed six 
years in classical studies, preparing 
himself for the priesthood. He after
wards went to Roulera for one year 
to study ph.losophy, then to.Bruges, 
where he finished his preparations 
after four years study of theology.

He became a priest in 1882, en
tering the Redemptorist L'a then’s 
Monastery at Brussels, where he 
spent five years, afterwards being 
sent to St. Thomas, West Indies, as 
assistant priest in 1887. After two 
years there he was promoted to 

| Superior of the mission of St. Croix,
! where he stayed until 1895, when 
! he was called back to Brussels, but 
! ngain returned to St. Croix in 
j 1898• "hen he enlarged the monas- 
! tory and church there. In 1900 ho 
! was called to St. Ann’s Church, 
j Montreal, where he remained until 
i February, 1905, when ho was ap- 
| pointed superior and parish priest 
j of Brandon.
I On Sunday, December 22, 1907,,
, tho late Rev. Father Reitvelt cele- 
i hi a ted his silver jubilee, having then 

been in the priesthood twenty-five 
years, in honor of this occasion a 
grand banquet was held, when his 
parishioners presented the late Rev.; bited, but gentle friar. Autumn, has \ Father with a bag of silver.

1 just come out from the sidewings j During his five years in the city
i him ! onto the 1 have chosen that j as parish priest the late Father
feeds 1 sim.ile because I like monks. I like ; Reitvelt became dearly loved by his

1 their dress, so flowing, so graceful | ----------- -— .................
so majestic; 1 like the falling scap- j 
ular ; I like the folded hands ; I 
like the placid face, unfurrowed by | 
care and undisturbed by passion ► I I 
like the solemn eyes that seem to I 
regard us from “Eternity's still
ness”, and I like the hood that 
frames the placid face.

And so, too, I like this grey monk 
autumn, that comes to Xis so quietly,, 
so solemnly, without noise or laugh
ter, except the soughing of the gen
tle winds through the changing fo
liage of the trees, sounds which 
seems to be quite in unison with the 
decay and demise of the year.

So, too, I think the autumn of 
life ia best. I admit that youth has 
its raptures and en thu si am»—its in
tense enjoyment of the present, its 
magnificent dreams of the future. 
The sun shines out in all his splen
dor and majesty. That grey, sombre 
cloud, experience, which warms and

congregation and the citizens in ge
neral, and hi s demise came as a 
hard blow to all.

Just two weeks before the lata 
Rev. Father Reitvelt preached to 
his parishioners from the some pul
pit from which Sunday morning his

thrown his shadow across our path. 
We live in the present moment, which 
is the sum total of all philosophy ; 
we ignore the past with all its 
faults and blunders and sins ; and 
we look forward to the future under 
the shining iris of eternal hope. And 
yet youth has its pains and its pen
alties too—-its uncertainties, its dis
appointments, its keen pangs of urv- 
rotumed passions and unrequited 
loves ; its heat and fury and head
long plunging into abysses, whence 
it emerges with broken wings and 
shattered nerves.

Yes ! the autumnal sorrows are 
less keen ; and if only the middle- 
aged could keep that great secret of 
youth—to live in the present mo
ment and let the future and the Pa»t 
take care of themselves—T think It 
would be the supremely happy pe
riod of our mortal existence.—Rev. 
Dr. P. A. Sheehan, in Parerga.

death was announced. As he was 
the only prient at home on that day, 
he had to preach three times and 
teach catechism.

On Monday, Jan. 24, he left for 
St. Norbert to preach a ten days’ 
retreat to the Trappist Fathers. He 
was suffering from a severe cold, 
hut continued his work for eight 
days, at the end of which ho was 
on the verge of collapse from sheer 
weakness. He insisted on being 
taken home to Brandon on Wednes
day last. A sleigh was secured by 
the Trappists and Father Reitvelt 
was conveyed to Winnipeg, It being 
the intertt.on to take him to the 
C.P.R. depot for tho Brandon train.fertilizes our little lives, has not vct Durimr thTLnLv n Bran^<wi|1trafn- 

thrown his shadow across „ur oath. I g..^?.i°U™Lhe gradua,lv •>-

.._ 7_ ------ - *--- vu »nouia d© the
It* immediate cause. He acta on fruits <rf this discourse? Is it not

As a vermifuge there is nothing so 
potent Mother Graves' Worm Ex
terminator. and it can be given to 
tho most delicate child without fear 
of Injury to the const!hit! or..

came weaker. When passing the 
Miserioordia hospital o-n Sherbrooke 
street, he noticed the institution 
with which he was ftimiliar, and he 
asked to be taken there to rest. His 
request was granted, and he had no 
sooner entered than it was noticed 
he was in a serious condition. A 
doctor was called immediately and 
he found that Father Reitvelt was 
almost at death’s door, suffering 
from acute pneumonia. It was sug- 
gosted that he be removed to St. 
Boniface hospital, but his medical 
attendant concluded that removal 
would mean instant death. In the 
exceptional circumstance», accommo
dation was provided for the sufferer 
by the sisters of Miserioordia Hos
pital. Tn the afternoon he became 
unconscious, but In the evening, hav
ing come to himself, he received Ex
treme Unction administered by Fa
ther Allard, O.M.T., who after the 
ceremony raid that he would bring 
Holy Viaticum next moming, but as 
Father Reitvelt expressed his desire 
to receive, it at once. Holy Commu
nion was given a short time after
wards. On Thursday morning Fa

ther Lietart axrived from Brandon, 
and on entering tho sick room asked 
the dying priest how he felt. “First 
rate,’’ was the answer, “1 have re
ceived the last Sacraments.” From 
that moment he lost consciousness 
again. At five o'clock on Saturday 
morning the death agony commenc
ed, and at half past four in the af
ternoon he expired with an unfinish
ed prayer on his lips.

Tho news of the Rev. Father's 
death was received in the citv about 
six o’clock, and the bells of St. 
Augustine’s church tolled the mourn! 
ful news over the city, and soon af
ter, out of respect for one of Bran
don s most popular ministers, ths- 
city belle were started.

The funeral took place at St. Au
gustine s Church, Tho service, which 
was most impressive, was attended 
by a congregation which filled the 
church to the doors and many wer»- 
unable to gain, admittance. Among 
those present were many of the pro
minent, citizens of Brandon who 
had been an close friends of the de
ceased as tho members of his own 
congregation.

Tho late Rev. Father Reitvelt was 
chaplain of tho Knights of Colum
bus, tho first member of the Be- 
domptorists in Canada to join the 
order, and it was largely the result 
of his efforts that a council of ths 
Knights was established in Bran-

Tho funeral procession from ths 
C.M.B.A. hall, where the remains 
had been lying in state, to the 
church was a very largo one, all 
the Catholic societies attending. The 
societies represented were the Ca
tholic Club, the C.M.B.A., Knights 
of Columbus, St. Ann’s Society, nnd 
Children of Mary. There was also 
a good representation of tho parish
ioners and the pupil® of the Catholfo 
schools.

His Grace Archbishop Langevin of
ficiated at the funeral, assisted by 
the Redcmptorists, Fro. Decoene, 
Lietaert and Meyer, of Brandon, and 
the following priests from other 
places: Rev. Fr. Bell veau, chancel
lor to the Archbishop; Rev. Fr. Mag- 
nnn, O.M.T., and Rev. Fr. Cahill, O. 
M.I., Winnipeg; Rev. Fr. Louis, St. 
Norbert; Rev. Fr. Maillant, Mont
martre; Rev. Fr. Arsenault, Portage 
la Prairie; Rev. Fr. Jubinville, Dun- 
rea; Rev. Fr. Borgonie, C.SS.R., 
nnd Rev. Fr. Louis, C.SS.R., Yoric-

Requiem Mass was sung by the 
full choir. Rev. Father Lietaert was 
celebrant, with Rev. Fr. Jubinville 

1 as deaxxm and Itfcv. Fr. Arsenault 
ae sub-deacon. The music was grand 
making the service very impressive.

The funeral oration was delivered 
by His Grace Archbishop Langevin- 
The speaker dwelt at length upon 
the great work done here by the 
dead superior, whose zeal was un
bounded. From Father Reitvelt, His 
Grace said, he bad repeatedly heard 
the greatest possible praise for the 
people of Brandon—those of tit. 
Augustine's congregation for their 
loyalty, and the citizens generally 
for their exceeding kindness, charity 
and broadness of spirit towards the 
Church and the Redemptorist Fa
thers. For all this good will he 
extended the most heartfelt thank» 
of himself and the Redemptorist Far
thers. In the death of the superior. 
His Grace said, the Church suffered 
an almost irreparable lose. Farther 
Reitvelt had done great things foe 
the church and its people, and In 
his own quiet way for the city he 
dearly loved. The speaker referred 
to the zealous life of the deceased, 
to his incessant efforts for rthe bet
terment of the people—a life in 
which there was an example which 
might well be emulated by all.

At the close of Hie Grace’s ser
mon, the remains of the dead supe
rior were conveyed in procession to 
the vaults beneath the church, where 
with fitting ceremony they were laid 
beside those of the late Rev. Father 
Godts, the founder of St. Augue- 
tipe’s.

Courage is a Virtue that the 
young cannot spare; to lose It is to 
grow old before the time; it t« 
better to make a thousand mistakes 
and suffer a thousand reverses than 
run away fbom battle.—Henry Van 
Dyke-
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