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IMMORAL PLAYS.

We publish elsewhere the able, high-
minded letter of His Grace Arch-
bishop Bruchesi of Momntreal, upon
immoral plays and the attendance of
his people thereat. The occasion
which called for this letter was “‘a
play in which the Church was insult-
ed: her history is falsified and Ther
fnnuence down through the ages is
fgnored.”’
side the Church might atbend” such a
That the num-

That certain classes out~

play we understand.
ber who wish to witness on the stiage
scenes ‘‘of criminal passion, of Ven-
geance,

suicide’”

of adultery, of murder, of
will be diminished by all
who call themselves respectable we
further understand. What we do not
comprehegnd is that Catholics should
be at the theatre at such a play. The
scandal which this
wounds the young, weakens the ig-

conduct gives

norant and proves a stumbling block
to outsiders. The theatre may 'be a
and

has

school of history and virtue;
under the gyidance of religion
proved so. It is, however, too often
& hotbed for the nourishment of vice,
irreligion and sensuality. When it
perverts the mind amd corrupfs it is
the duty of leaders, as.Archbishop
Bruchesi, to warn his pecple of the
danger and protect his sheep from
the wolf.

EDUCATION.
At a meeting lately held at May-
‘ ‘moothi the Trish Bishops, Cardinal
Logue presiding, said amongst other
things ; ‘‘We desire to assoclate ouk-
sglves with our brethrem, the Arch-
bishop and Bishops of the Providce
of Westminster, in the warning they
have d d it y to issue
against the frequentation by Caltho-
Hcs of non-Catholic schools.” Their
Lordships add that there is an ample
supply of good secondary Catholic
schools jn Treland, and that “nothing
'but an utter indifference to the in-
‘urrest- of religion. can explain the
uct ‘of parents who, for some

g lmaglmry social sor. sdueaﬁ.!onﬂ ad-

their sorrows,

gt

for ‘of
and distant paths of learning - with

out all ages she has:fosterad in her
preservation of amcienit literature amd
her encouragement of art. There is
one thing the Church does fear—one
thing against which she wishes her
children specially to ‘guud-—thm is,
the loss of Faith. Why ? “Withoub

| faith it is impossible to please God.”’

That i3 the simple, sufficient reasom.
The lamp of learning without ‘the
light of faith, . scholarship withoub,
sruth, intellectual culture without
the crown—education without reli-
gion—can never receive anythimg but
condemnation from the teaching
Church. It comes with a touching
appeal from the venerablé prelates of
Ireland—and passes with equal force
to the children of Irish blood wher
ever they The freasure
which their people guarded so well
faith. No
persecution of their cruel masters, no

may be.
and long was that ver

bribery of temporal advantages, no
suffering too grealt, no tempting posi-
tiot high enough t6 make them ex-
They never put the
weighed
It stood

amidst

pose their faith.
faith into the scale to be
against anything worldly.
alone—the ome comsolation
the one treasure that
could not be stolen from them. This
legacy
in their pride to their children’sl chil-
And now, after all these gere-

rations, #he Trish people are warned

heavenly they handed down

dren.

against the imminent dangers of non-
Catholic schools. 'The warning is
not without its force in this coumtry.
The dangers from attendance at nom-
Catholic schools are greater here than
s the temp-
tation for sending childrery to them.

at home. Greater, too,

Secondary Catholic education is not
so well supplied here as &n Catholic
It needs hettm’ organiza-
tion and more encouragement. Its
and al-

zeal than success.

Ireland.

exponents work faithfully,
ways with more
They must not weary.
and they muet ac-
cept whatever success He may give
and look to Him alone for their re-
Let them take the word of
criticism out of the mouth of their

ing God's worky

ward.

opponénts or our fault-finding breth-
ren. Let them attend carefully to
the exterior as well as to the inte-
A diamond well set in  gold
is more valuable than when hidden
beneath the earth.  Nor is the sced
much good until the plant has shot
up and produced fruit. %
But the circumstances of this coun-
try are such that the supply of se-
condary Catholic education s Yimit-
ed. The principle, however, remains.
Parents cammot expose their childréen
to lose orf weaken their faith. ' The
responsibility rests upon them to
safeguard their children, to supple-
ment their education by good Oa-ﬁh&
‘Jic reading, by acting with thelr pas-
tors in seeing that the children ata
tend and recelve
fion, There is so much fol learn .g;

rior.

the support of her qppmvgl. She hag '
.| not feared literature which through-|

They are do-{
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 the Church it commits A robbery; i
profaning the snctieries 'it. iaugu-
rabes a peesecution.” ' Where fa‘liber+
ty in thet list? The l"rend: M

nals last spring, in mmmm
their Government,
the Separation: ‘“The propouod law
contajns dispositions wgich = deeply
wound the comscience . of Catholics ;

Fooit. only is liberty not accorded to

them by the separation, but t.hu'e is
imposed upon them a moral omgnni—
zation formelly contrary to the prin-
ciples of the Catholic religion. Ac-
cording to the proposed law  ‘the
Church will, whens the law is passed,
be subject to the reguiations of the
“Worship Associations’ (Associations
cultuelles). These associations ' or-
ganized outside of all episcopal au-
thoritv. and that of the parish| priestd

utdzmnx !

raceandcuddwmnwhnh n

it imperative that the pol!cg olmv
erning them ower their heads by Bri-
tish agutaaddnrmsdoomhhﬂnry
and withoutregard to mmm
and desires and opinions, could not
be surrendered without exposing Ire-
Iundwﬂ:ugtnvudangsrdthrowbg
itintbacmdlﬁonolanud:y Sir
Henry held that no one wished that
result "to follow, and therefores that
the picture told in these controver-
sies—if that were a true picture then
the horizom would be black indeed.

Sir Henry them cited what the Uniom-
ist Government had done towards
Ireland. They had passed & Local

are by this very fact the tiom of
the constitution of the Church and am
attempt at formal schism. The ‘es-
seéntial vice of these Assoclations .is
that they create a purely lay ipstitu-
tion in onder to impose it upon ‘the
Catholic Church.””

Such is the view of the Cardimals—
the
French hierarchy—and all sainitly ve-

the special represenbatives of
nerable men. They consider the pros-
pect for liberty and religion ' most
gloomy. So far as the Church is con-
cerned there will be no libérty at all.
it will not be in France as it'is ‘in
this country—a free Church in a friee
State. For the last hundred years
the Church amd ‘the State in France
have by the Concordat been in part-
nership. That partnership is now to
be dissolved, and one of the partmers
is to become landlord and the other
tenant-at-will.  Liberty does niot,
appear on that. side of the great
quarrel. o

But it s claimed by Clemenceau
that the separation will free  the
French—that the Roman Catholic
Church is ‘‘the greatiest establishment,
for universal domination that mam
has been able to conceive and  to
realize.”” It was not thus that
Charlemagne or the chivalrous St
Louis of Framece-thought. It was not
thus even ‘the autocratic Napoleon
thought when He signed the Comcor-
dat whose reign brought religious
peace to France lor&hundredyeui.
Nor is it thus we read the
or history of the Ohurch. The domiis
nion of the Church over ﬁ:eomtlmi’ﬁb
bqextomivo.ﬂﬂwinwfulﬂhs'
mission and lead us along the path|
of truth to eternal salvation. ' Bub

themqwledgsotuzemmm'ku

religious inatrnc— ST

Gower Bill which swept away
the old Guand Juries amd replaced
them by popularly elected County
Councils. That, in itself, was a sub-
stantial instalment. Did that look
like any sincere belief in Ireland’s un-
trustworthiness ? Then the self-same
Unionist Government gave to . the
Irish tenanits a hundred millions ster-
ling (of British cred, and they took
their chmraotqr for  security. They
went, bail for them, and they said
that they would disestablish the ' en-
tire lamdlord class, and in the course
of a few years they would dispense
with the British garrisons and the
people would have Ireland in = their
hamds. . That was even a more sub-
stantial instalment of the policy of
drust. The Unionist Government’
have by their two acts knocked the
stuffing out of the scarecrow (laugh~
ter and cheors) If he were  asked
advice by an ardent Irish Natiomalist
he would say  his desire was to seo
the effective management of Trish af-
fairs in the hands of a representative
Irish authority (cheers), amd be fur-
ther said if he were the Irish “Na-
tionalist he would take'it in amy
way he could get it, If an instal-
ment of represertgtive control - were
offered to Ireland, or any administrax
tive improvement, he would ' advise
the Nationalists to thenkfully accept/
it, provided it was consistent. anid led
up to their larger policy, bot, re-
peated Sir Henry, it must be |com~
sistent and  lead up to the larger
policy (cheers). To. sectire good: ad-
ministration was one thing, but even
g\ood ‘government, could never be. &
substitute for goverrnment by the peo-
Ple themselves (hear, hear). ' ..

The colonial issue was a dm of|
Mr Balfour’s inwemz;on ‘ghieh we ar
ghﬂ’bony Sir Wlllﬂdl.nmlem&
Gova'nmeqt. hurlddled and DUt out
‘of business. . Mr. Lyttleton, . the

ernments oltheeoicueu tom"hn-
perm ‘Couneil’” clmvpd wlt.h imcon-

that dominion makes for liberty, as

But, he asked, was it a true.pizture 7 |

°

‘Colonial Secrstary, invited the Gove]
1
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carnes with it Ogilvie’s Reputation.
es simply ask a trial—know-
-make a permanent
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garded as an encroachment upon the
full ‘measure of autonomic legislative
and” administrative power now en~
Joyed by all the self-governing colo-
nies. The committee, while not wish-
ing to be understood as advocating
any’ such ch:ange at the present: time,
incline to the opinion that the title
‘Imperial Conference’ might be less
opem to the objections they bave id-
dicated tham the designation propos-
ed by His Majesty's Goverdment.”

Though this language is guarded in
the phraseology of diplomacy, it 48
nevertheless direct and to the point.
It completely ‘dishes the Chamberlain
intrigue to entice the colomies into
the old leading strings that Downing
Street believed in not only prior to
the date of responsible governmentt] in
Canteide, but | prior to the American
War of Independence. - As things are
at. present we heve plenty of Down-
ing Street and can get along very
nicely. without any-motre help tmm

thcdmwswdtbwd,

Mr. Ohnmborxnn or any other:

offect of Sir Wiltrid's reply is . to
knock q:_t the proposed meetlhg‘ of
the Imperh/)_ Oouneil nm yew

Anmncmtvu-ywulnmu‘

We have again to call the attention
of contribuitors to the necessity, when
sending letters for publication, of
signing: their names as a mark of
good faith and not for publication,
unless 'so' desired.  We have hroken
the rule in the case of ‘“‘An Irish Ca-
tholic” simply  because the subject
was  so timely; but
ignoved in future we will have to do
what we have done (feluctantly, in
some cases) in the past, consign them
to the waste paper basket.

if this is

No philosopher can explain ‘the
mysterious elements of Christian in-
fluence; but such imfiuence is the su-
premg force working in society for
its purification and uplifting. Let us
aim at the sincerest, deepest, purest
mal life, afid we shall bless the
world more than we think; we shall
uwvod by ourselves, be enrich-
ing’ it lll (hy lonw with the ethers of
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