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At the time of the French Revolution the bour-
geoisie at least did a real service to society It
was not only a basie factor in abolishing feudal
privilege, bhut it o had a construetive program
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Economic and Menshevik Determinism
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But here as elsewhere the middle ¢lass has heen The Panama Canal is a shining example, but since

1 then in the ecourse of the w ar ])M'im]_ cases nf

movement; they require the initiatory impulse
of the more concentrated, more enlightened, more
easily moved people of the towns.”” Thus the
motive foree of the French Revolution was fur-
nished by the physical power of the exploited
peasantry under the leadership of the hourgeoisie
of the cities,

The fact that the middle class ideal proved even-
tually to be a transient makeshift, does not affect
its validity in the case of the pioneer nations. Nor
does it seem possible to deny that the middle-
elass form is better suited than any other to small-
scale production; had production not progressed
beyond that stage, the personal union of earning
and owning in each individual might have re-
mained the best solution,

As the Russian bourgeoisie can no longer ful-
fill any such useful funetions today, the only thing
that it could accomplish would be to develop a
revolutionary consciousness where it already exist-
ed, and at the same time try its best to preserve
the class system as long as possible, a task which
it will at all times take up without requiring any

special encouragement.

It is contended, also, that we cannot abolish
elass control until it shall have reached a stage
where it is no longer able to fulfiill the function
of production; in other words when the stage is
reached that the forces of production become so
great that the maintenance of class relations can
be preserved only by limiting production. When
such a condition has been reached it is then con-
ceded by the Menshevik scientist that the over-
throw of class rule becomes necessary, that this
is economically sound hecause the one-class Sys-
tem will then be more productive since it does
away with a system of production based on arti-
ficial curtailment.

This interpretation sins in overlooking the faet
that when the capitalist class is foreed to limit
production, it does not see the error of its ways
and ahdicates; it is then in a situation where the
world is too small for all the bourgeois groups or
nations; this ends the international harmony of
the bourgeoisie and splits it into two contending
forces. Each of these will attempt to avoid the
need of limiting production at home by expanding
the outlet abroad; each will aim to maintain the
condition of its further existencs at the expense
of the other, hy the defeat of the competing group
80 as to attain world domination. i.e.. the largest
possible sphere for the distribution of it products
and its capital. And after that they would have
nothing hetter to offer than to play the same game
over again from the beginning, by another split-
ting up and another era of military glory

Besides in this process of self preservation, by
splitting the bourgeois world into two camps, the
f(\!'(-v\ of \(n-il‘t\' are l‘lH'”H}"(l |It‘\ll'1l<‘1i\(‘]_\* on a
maximum scale, so that during the contest itself
the forces of production are engaged to their full-
est v':l}\:h'if_\' Thus instead of abhdication on aec
count of limitation of the forces of production. we
get war and the fullest expansion of production.

Furthermore, Socialism, when it is installed. will
not he auntomatically more productive than cani-
talism, but will have to unse its forces for protee.

tion in order to defend itself aeainst capitalism

ground into impotence hetween the the upper
millstone of modern big capital and the nether
nillstone of an industrial proletariat with a econ-
tructive program. No middle class anywhere can
offer even a temporary solution at this late date:
for it is a deelining class, and eannot perform a
socially useful funetion, as it did in days gone by
before production on a large scale by big capital
had taken the lead, and also before a permanent
industrial proletariat was fully developed and had
become conscious of its destiny of social emaneci
pation The middle-class principle and middle-
class ideals are utterly unsocial and useless today.
quite irrespective of the industrial stage or degree
of development
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this kind are sufficiently frequent not to require
detailed enumeration

It is not clear, therefore, why the Russian pro-
ietariat should lengthen the time of its industrial
slavery as a means of social emancipation. The
abolition of the class control of industry and pro-
duction should be the means of installing the big-
gest and best forms of production and distribution
by the industrial state. And this will then be done
by a one-class government instead of by mass
agony. The state will have to perform the work
that was done clsewhere by the big eapitalist elass,
and it will do this much more quickly and thor-
oughly by borrowing the equipment of the other
advanced nations, if not betrayed previously by

is that the proletariat should perform the role of

BOLSHEVISM—WHAT IT IS NOT

(Continued from Page Three)

by even the moderate members of the Provisional
Government as a dangercus reactionary.” In all
this there is not an atom of fret. Muraviov was
an army lieutenant, who rose fo a captainey ander
Kerensky, for whom he organized the shock bat-
talions in the summer of 1917. And Sehneour, the
provocateur, who was a member of the Bolshevik
peace delegation at Drest-Litovsk, was discovered
to be a provocateur, and imprisoned by the Bolshe-
viki themselves.

It is perfectly true, as the Commisar of Justice
said: “‘Our chief enemies are not the Cadets. Our
most irreconcilable opponents are the Moderate
Socialists.”” The truth of this statement cannot be
more clearly shown than by the way Mr. Spargo,
taking the position of the Moderate ““Socialists,”’
distorts the facts in his attack on Yolshevism,

It all comes down to a question of What is So-
cialism?  Some vears ago Mr. Spargo wrote a Life
of Karl Marx which was received with hilarity by
practically all Marxian circles the world over, and
especially in Germany. In the present work he
still persists in foisting on the world his own dis-
credited caricature of Marx, and of Socialism,
plentifully sprinkled with quotations devoid of
their original meaning, and ur'u\",&l.\‘ misinterpreted,

I conld go on indefinitey quoting and comment-
ing upon this hook, had 1 space and the ineclina-
tion. It is only fair to say that Mr. Spargo in
his ignorance often presents Bolshevism in what
he thinks is an evil lieht. but which actually, to

orkers, will appear very attractive.

But in the last analysis, when the author has
ended his veiled hints and thrusts at the Bolshe.
viki in Russia, his thesis hecomes openly an advoeacy
of hourgeois Liberalism. as opposed to Socialism

This. for ex mple. is his idea of the wav to
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Our  American labor unions ave de-
ding, and steadily gaining, an inereasing share
in the actnal direction of industry. Joint cantrol
hy hoards composed of representatives of em-
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ver-inereasing extent determining the condi-
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tions eof emplovment, wage standards, work stan-

dards, hours of labor. choie and conduet of fore-

the world proletariat.
— - —— - Om—— - — — m— |

men, and many other matters of vital importance
to the wage-earners.”’

And here is the path he points to us as the
high-road to Soeial Revolution :

‘... The striving of modern democ racy for
the peaceful organization of the world, for dis-
armament, a league of nations, and, in general,
the supplanting of force of arms by the force of

’

reason and morality,’
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Mr. Lloyd George is one of the most reckless
electioneers that the democratic system has yet
produced; and sooner or later he will be punish-
ed.  Mr. Churchill invented the Chinese labour
“ry in 1906; which after the election he eynically
admitted to be a lie. e i

The Prime Minister during the last election
did promise and vow three things; that should be
no - more conscription; that Germany should pay
the cost of the war; (put by Mr. George at 25,000
millions) ; and that the Kaiser should be punished.
Already it has been discovered by the twenty
million simpletons of hoth sexes who voted, that
there is to bhe conseription for (at least) eichteen
months: that Germany cannot pay 25,000 millions,
or 5,000 millions; and that the Kaiser will he a
very diffienlt person, not to hang, but to conviet
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