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THE CHRISTIAN HELPER.

truly secks the Lord with His whole heart.-- .
29: 73. And to such the finding is a demonstra-
tion of the truth of the Divine message.—a 7im,
112

THE PUBLICATION OF THE GOOD NEWS,

V. 17. Having by the testimony of two wit
nesses—the word of the Lord and their own ex-
perience—hecame hssured of the blessed fact, they
made no delay in declaring it to others, And
thus these humble nhephcn]s became the fisst
preachers of Christ unto men,

When God has spoken to us His Word, and
we have realized in our own ience His great
salvation, we ought also to **tell to all around,
what a dear Saviour we have found.

1t we seek and find Him we also shall return
glorifying and praising God for all the things that

we have heard and seen.
Jury 14.—The Childhood of Jesus.—
Luke 2;: 40-52. A.D. g.
GOLDEN TEXT.

And Jewus inereased in wisdom and stature, and in
Savour with God and man.~Luke 2 52.

IN THE STUDY,

Our lesson covers all that period of time from
the return of our Lord from Egypt until His
entry upon His public ‘ministry at the age of
thirty. But the date of the principal incident in
it was about A.D. g, or when Jesus was twelve
years old.  Nazareth, the iome of [esas for these
nearly thirty years, s n city of lower Galilee,
about: seventy miles north of Jerusalem, in the
territory of the tribe of Zebulun. *“It is situated
on the side of a hill, overlooking a rich and
beautiful valley, surrounded by hills, with a
narrow outlet from the south. From the summit
of the hill on the eastemn slope of which Nazareth
lies is a truly magnificent prospect.  Towards the
north the eye glances over the countless hills of
Galilee, and reposes on the majestic and snow
crowned Hermon, On the east the Jordan valley
may be traced, and beyond it the dim heights of
ancient Bashao. Towards the south spreads the
Inuml and beautiful plain of Esdraelon, with

Fabor and Little Hermon and Gilboa visible on
its eastern border, and the hills of Samaria on the
south, while Carmel rises on the west, and dips
his feet in the blue waters of the Mediterranean."
SA{I Dr, Thomson : */ It is certainly remark-
ahle that this place, dearest to the Christian hesrt
of all on earth except Jerusalem, is not mentioned
in the Old Testament, nor even by Josephus,
who was himselfl on every side of it, and names

villages, all about, but seems yet totally ignor-
of its existence, It was probably a very

hamlet hid away in the narrow vale, and
rolmcnl importance whatever, There is a

md stainless Ixn-ty. as the flowers of roses in the
;fnng of \ year, and as lilies by the wllen #
arrar. a ewhb youth He
uired to Iun a mdc, probably His fllher'l.—
ll.m 13: 55 ; Mark 6: 3. He would be taught
‘and write at the ordinary

ot
While in His leisure hours from the summit of
hill above the village He would look down upon
nearly all the places rich in sacred

Him He would, like Timothy, énow the Seﬂpmm
from a youth. That Ho -n{e '&:1

that His mind was early n:ndlmh is
seen from the wisdom Hl manifested on Llis first
visit at the age of twelve to Jerusalem and the

Temple,

$ lar conception of the Saviour is too
much llul hwman body dwelt in by God, which
wholly omits the ‘reasonable soul” so strongly
|mphed in Heb. 2: 1718} ¢ 15; §° y-9| Mart.

20 383 Lukla 21, mdmlhewdl, inereased
in wisdom.' This gmwlh in wisdom does not
imply defect: for from Hhurhm childhood Ill
mind‘mh\:: hl h:;-nni l
plud«l.u 80, always full, it constant!
increased in wwlo:‘ Thecx,nnnnn mcmm{
in favour with God ’ is very remarkable, and isto
be understood like the other one, not that God
was at any time /ess ‘well plensed,” but that as
Jesus grew there was more and more on which the
Divine favour could rest.”—Stock,

We have no mention of h after the events
narrated in this lesson; and it is, therefore, prob-
able that he died before our Lord entered on his

| public ministry.

"1henumeputdﬁ:ﬂty(nenhd u
children the example of Christ eir c,:w'mm
conception of ‘Him is of one to
was so that it had no merit, who could Ml
feel as children do feel, who was altogether far
above the petly trigls and difficulties of child life,
and whose example cannot be fairly adduced. Let
us, therefore, make it our special business in this
lesson to exhibit Jesns as a real let us not fear

lo diminish the reverence with livinity

arded ; that l‘eelmg -Irnd ists, and we
nhl.l rather increase it by dwel on the real
humiliation of the eternal Son of " Stock.

eb. 2: 17; 4:18.

Jesus is a friend and'a Saviour, who can feel for
nmhuln:;lenund the children, for He Himsell was
a chid.

The following suggests lml! as a suitable line
of thought fornﬁe teacher in the class : m The
Home of Jesus; 2nd. lhebmmhol] ?
The Daily Life of Jesus; 4th. His First Vlnlo
]rerusulcm and the cmule sth. His Stay in the
emple with the Doctors ; 6th. His Return to

latent beauty and \ He,
who made all things out of nuIAuu should Hln-
self come 'orllh to the world out of a place that MJ
no history.” Its present is about 3,
of lhzchlldhond h of our Locd no-
thing is recorded save this one soli incident.
For nearly thirty years He remains in the
obscurity of His mountain home developing lh.ll
ml;‘ndo de -'ml q»ir_}ghthnl were :} shine out in
such dazzl mg glory. my years ration
for three of public min But ho:’:\p;ch the
three de, led on the U I.y There is a deep
silence in the Enngch-u respecting the youth of
our Lord, but how expressive and instructive is
that silence ! Dut though the sacred narrative is
silent, we may nevertheless, from the home where
He lived, the family of which He was the central
re, among 'hun He dwelt,
fgn umin things concerning those spent
nhdkl ulley of existence. | J"'
ren grow, only ina chlldhood less

IN THE CLASS,
Q ! ‘What events have taken place
since our last lesson?  The circumeision,—b, 27.

Ex.13:2. The presentation in the kmple.

V. 22-38. The visit of the Magi. —Ma#t, 2: 1-12.

The flight into Egyp«, m:ﬂcnull and the

return. —Matt, 2: 73-23. Where was Nazareth ?

How long did Jesus live there ? What is the on)

incident led durlnﬁ His life in Y\lﬂl’!ﬂ‘l‘

5” v: pr;\pheq fultilled by His dwelling at
? a1

THE HOME OF JESUS,

A mountain home, small, rude, despised.

1: ¢6. Let us not despise any one because ?:u
m"ndmum and best moln‘ have m
a it up in ol [tis not Wi
a man bepins ; it is whuew" ‘The diamond
that gleams in the monarch’s crown was formed
in the dark mine. See the humiliation of our
blessed Lord ! He stooped dawn to the lowest
and humblest position, and was content to be

| T L SRR T S L P

“pmd s0 that He might save us. Matt, 26: 71;
" 19: 19,
THE GROWTH OF JESUS,
He grew as other children grow.
infant wra in swaddling bands and laidin a
manger, He grew day by aL-mil He could walk
and run, and talk and thin learn, until at
twelve years of age, all were at His
understanding.
As He grew in body He hnbd He did
not spend llhhh:m in nd llm

but i
oﬂnﬂnmﬁﬂ o ol Tom o nhs and
character are forming, and as the boy is so the
man will be, And above all, and lhenun of all,
the *““grace” or favour of God was wpon Him,
HIS DAILY LIFE,
It was that of a poor man's son. His food was
lain, His clothing was not of the best. He
Enl many little duties to perform. He had his
studies to master. The Sabbath services to -llnd
No doubt he was an afféctionate, obedient, con
tented and studious boy, The word of God was
His constant companion, and as He read its sacred
narratives and lessons of heavenly wisdom, He

received the seed into good sol l, He nedvd
it imte His heart, and freasmured it there. s,
119: 11, As He grew older He n 1o use His

father’s tools and to assist kim in his work, and
when Joseph died He took his place and became
the support and comfort of His mother. - Mark
6:3; %’o hn 2: 12,

 The ial round, the common task,
JAula{ /lruh& all te ought o ask—
Room to deny ourselves, a road
o bring us daily wearer God.”

HIS FIRST VISIT TO JERUSALEM AND THE

TEMPLE,
Al the age of twelve a Jewish boy became a
‘son of the law," thenceforth bound to nbedzcm
to all its i

at
the passover, We can i e the deep lntfnu
.\m|':.h¢ emotions that fil "3:5":.: breast of
as Hetook this journey to Jerusalem-~the oly
Lu{ and the Temple. Already He n to
ize somethi l dmlny, and the

future that ‘gefon ll(mT city,

The feast lasted seven dny-—Ex 12: 155 l;.
~from the 14th day of the first month, co
with our M to the 21st, the day
ning at the setting of the sun. So was
the interest of Jesus that He tarried behind, and
only lllul\er ll;lm ntdlyt o‘l“l: He mh’:‘r‘id in the
temple in the midst doctors, lhc:‘
and asking questions,  He was there to learn, a
so eager was His desire for heavenly wisdom that
the hours almost imperceptibly, He was
absorbed in His Fllherl bmdneu

* As to questioning, great Tiberty was allowed.
It is a grievous misrepresentation to call thb
?ne “Christ disputing with the doctors,

ito,

* His reg to His mother reveals His con-
sciousn~ss Iﬂ: divine mission and the necessity
that wuhld upon 1lim, 7 must." **This is no
reproachf “J ll is asked in ail the
simplicity boldm- childhood. " — Alford,
HIS RETURN TO NAZARETH,

Aguin our Lord is hid from our view, For

”l'zn‘ oy Homlmlu ‘:’n“‘Nmmh,
s great sul to

g s, doing thn common duties of daily Tife.
did Muq in the wilderness, We loh'

fumunxiwuohenndybvwm

worthy of an ‘r ion, than to have it. Wha

;:mmnd) wr'mtlbewu-kwlllbemﬂy
us.

He increased in wisdom and stature ndl.
el e o o i 7 AN
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