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of a few acres in the bottom lands of the
Missouri ““ holding on”—marooned in the
centre of a swirling flood that is rapidly
washing away the last square foot of
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position of the men who
send ten children to a
particular school and
insist that the language
of their native province
shall take precedence of
all else in the education
of their young people.
The tragedy of it is that
the children,not the men,
become the victims.
ke * *.
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in that part of them which involves our
obligations to the children.
o * * * *

The Minister of Education has taken it from this view-
point. We hadn’t expected anything else from the man than
this courageous act of statesmanship. For years, the fate of
our ‘‘foreign-born”’ children has been at the mercyor caprice
of a clique of piffling politicians, not only in Manitoba but
elsewhere in the Dominion where colonies of foreign-speaking
folks have taken root. What that meant was foreseen from
the first by men and women who claimed no special gifts in
prophetic instinct. Rectitude, the genius of fair play and
common sense alone inspired them, but they “went down
to defeat”’ because these homely virtues had no chance when
“matched” with the equipment and ‘“‘influence’” of the
party boss. They were silenced and snowed under by flam-
boyant mountebanks and the cumulative weight of political
corruption. This phase of our national life, however, we
hope and believe has reached that point where it receives

decent but utterly destrustive burial.
»* * * * *

Prescriptive rights ai2 noi usually %lven in perpetuity,
but millions of self-centered mortals believe that they are
and cling to them with a tenacity worthy of a nobler pur yose.
The man who will “insist upon his rights” at all costs
frequently holds them to his own ruin. Witness the owner

handicap as that of being unable to make
themselves understood anywhere outside
. of their own, little, parochial circle? How
can it be finally brought home to these men except through
the medium of beneficial legislation that it is the desire of no
man to deprive them o1 a single right or privilege? Is
Canada expected to “carry on’’ as an integral part of the
British Empire, or shall any portion of it be reserved as a
recruiting ground for some foreign state?
* * * * *

What we have said is in no hostile spirit to a single
foreign speaking section or individual of it. Far is it from
any other feeling than that of peculiar tenderness for those of
our race who do not speak the English tongue that we take
our small part in urging the passage of this bill. Behind it,
we are persuaded, there is the single-minded purpose to break
down the last barrier that stands between “the foreigner” and
his full enjoyment of every right or privilege known to Cana-
dian citizenship. In Dr. Thornton’s own words: “We are
building under the British flag a new nationality. We come
from many lands and cast in our lot, and from these various
factors there must evolve a new nationality which shall be
simply Canadian and British.” The common school must be
the melting pot. We never pass a school playground but
there rises in our memory the prayer of the old Scottish
dominie: “God grant it may never be our part to injure the
destiny of those dear bairns, or to move their souls one step
SJrom Thee.”




