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Written for Til* CANADIAN PhILATBUST. Hut this lack of system is not by any 

confined to beginners. Hundretts anil th 
o experienced Philatelists have no well defined 
plan of collecting. As beginners they collected 
indiscriminately, and now, though they have long 
outgrown the place of the novice, they have made 
no change in their methods. They collect, hap. 
hazard, a stnmp here and a stamp there ; buying 
those varieties which look the handiomest on the 
approval sheets ; one month bending all their 
energies to the stamps of one country, and the 
mxt, forsaking the old love for some other whose 
stamps happen to strike their fancy, 
collects thus cannot extract from the p 
tithe of the pleasure reaped by the careful 
gator and the systematic scholar.
1 ho „ ,10?.a,lvj“ al1 to make a systematic study of 
the pursuit, lhere are a few collectors, a very 
few, .0 circumstanced that they do well to eschew
misS!**" mR,.eh?\r Phil"teb° studies. Some 
mortals are unfitted by nature for close application, 
or painstaking research ; probably most of these 
S ™rr. th,e fact themselves if they pay any 
heed to Solons famous maxim, “know thyself.’’ 
But the great majority of Philatelists would, if 
they could only bring themselves to think so, gain 
several distinct benefits from a closer and more 
systematic study of stamps and stamp lore.
•J"f«.e 6rtt. ¥lace’.the discipline to the mental

which seem exactly alike on a casual inspection, 
yet whose value may vary widely on account of 
those very differences, which are well nigh 
invisible to an ordinary eye, are detected by 
experienced philatelists with comparative ease. 
Why. Simply because the collector has made it
his business to learn everything possible in regard
to the specimens which he collects, and, in his study 
of the minor varieties, has so trained his eye that 
he recognizes at a glance what the careless loi 
in the Philatelic field would fail to detect. The 
“k“ ' erP Phlj?.t?llat. may have a smattering of 
1 hilatelic erudition, but it is of little practical 
value to him. It is vague and unsystematized, 
rind”™™ " ,nyth"lg but “‘‘«factory to a studious
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those best qualified tXdXtXpMatdy 

is more than a mere pastime and fully 
deserves to be called a study, if not, indeed, 
a science. The concensus of Philatelic 

opinion points to the conclusion that Philatelv 
possesses most of the qualities which are requisites 
of a pursuit wishing to fill the role of a science 
tliut fioimr ,n°0t ^ fa,rly l,e «“‘d to have attained

A large part of the contempt and ridicule with 
which the proposal to term Philately a science hae 
been received is due to the fact that so very few
collectors take up the study i„ a systematic way.
The purpose of this article is to point out to those 
who have heretofore collected everything which 
came under their notice that was within reach of 
ofcolGg. ,UPeri°rity °f a P'-aarn-nged plan

In any project whatsoever, a clearly defined plan 
of action is a vital necessity. In making a study 
of any subject it is impossible to obtain a clear and 
comprehensive knowledge of the subject, a, a 

le, by desultory and irregular reading. 
Kducators have long recognized the necessity of 
systematic courses of study ; the work of business 
me-, is systematized in every department of com­
mercial life ; even in the sporting world we find
ieh;gs hy,a?rten,,tic trainin«and

I)J1°/fp the mo8t good from such a study as

cannot be satisfactory ; it is that class of 
I hilatelists who only snatch a moment now and 
then for their chosen
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pursuit who form a large 
part of the deserters. The true Philatelist has 
almost always a goal in mind which he is striving 
to reach : it may be the will o the wisp of absolute 
completeness ; or the easier goal of comparative 
completeness ; or the still more sought for prize of 
speciahstic completeness, that is, completeness in 
the stamps of a certain country or portion of the 
globe ; but in either case the collector knows what 
he is working for, what he should study, and to 
what end his efforts are leading him.
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11 ji a proven fact that those who collect 
scientifically are far moie likely to retain their 
inter, st in the pursuit than those who make no 
effort to delve deeply into its finer side. There 
is a certain fascination to the study which increases 
os we become better acquainted with it. No 
can really under 1 its claim until he hm 
actually usoeen eon ular brandi for hie
held and bent all hib iea and becoming an 
authority on that particular division of the subject 
It is the advanced collector who derives the
PhUatoly. fee .'choosy

The phrase, " systematic collecting.” as used in 
my title is perhaps, a trifle obscure, and requires 
a brief explanation as to its exact meaning I can 
best define it by illustration Probably three- 
fourths of those who are interested in the collecting 
of postage stamps lack system. All beginner! 
necessarily do, as they know but little, on first 
entering the field, of the real extent of the study.


