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of cultured voices toftened by the rustling silks, the 
/ran /ran so suggestive to gallant ears ; where he has 
watched the moonlig .t coming and going through the 
swaying branches of the stately trees, or silvering the 
spray that falls in showers about the hundred fountains 
of the Trianon.

With a sigh of regret he turns again towards the 
Council table, and in a few minutes the Sovereign 
Council of New France is in session. The Governor 
presides, and in the minutes he is given all his titles, 
namely : “ Hault et puissant Seigneur M. Louis de 
Buade Frontenac, Chevalier Comte de Palluan, Con
seiller du Roy en ses Conseils, Gouverneur et Lieutenant 
Général pour Sa Majesté en Canada, Acadyt, isle de 
Terreneuful et autres pais de la Franco Septentrio
nale." The other councillors are Mess.s Tilly, Damours,
Dupont de Peyras, de Vitray and the representative 
of the attorney-geneial is also present.

The council has on this occasion met as the Court 
of Superior jurisdiction in criminal matters. Three 
prisoners are before it, all members of the crew of the 
ship “ le prince Manriel " then in the port of Quebec ; 
they are Oiianuot Etchigaré, chief steward, Joannis de 
Clannet, a sailor, and Jean Duhalde, the captain, all 
accused of participation in the murder of Simon Boston, 
a merchant of Rochelle. When the Council has been 
formally opened, the crown prosecutor lays on the table, 
with much ceremony, a bulky record of the proceedings 
which have already takeu place. Referring to these 
papers he relates the circumstances of the case, showing 
that on the 23rd of August, 1673, the prisoners had 
1 een arraigned before the Governor and examined by 
'iim, the result, whether admissions or negations, beiu<* 
carefully recorded. Upon this the Governor had 
ssued a commission to Tilly, the senior councillor, 

with power to continue the investigations of the case ; 
and the prosecutor now reads the results of this enquiry, 
with tedious details of the days upon which the com
missioner held his investigation, and the facts elicited
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each, to carry and deliver them without delay to the 
said Admiralty Court, which they shall do under 
penalty of answering in their own persons for default, 
and they shall receive the certificate of the said 
Admiralty Court and bring or send the same back to 
this Council, and be thus discharged ; and as for the 
said Duhalde, he shall present himself before the said 
Admiralty Court immediately on hie arrival at Rochelle; 
costs finally reserved.”

Now I have selected a case at haphazard and from 
those reported in the judgments of the Sovereign 
Council, and even this case indicates many interesting 
topics for research. What was the model or . ie origin 
of the Sovereign Coi.ncil in New France I Whence 

the Basque fishermen who seem to have annually 
swarmed to the fishing grounds of the St. Lawrence ! 
What was the value of the fisheries at this early date? 
What did these vessels bring to Canada 1 We find 
the judicial system apparently well organized and the 
pomp and circumsi *nce of the court room carefully 
observed, and all this on the grand old rock of Quebec, 
a single point on the vast wilderness untrodden save 
by savages and the Jesuit missionaries who sought to 
baptise and convert them, or the wild coureurs du 
hois, lured into the foreste by the rich spoils of the 
chose »nd the lawless freedom of the wigwams. Our 
early history certainly is full of the most startling and 
picturesque contrasts, and offers an attractive field of 
work from many points of view.

THE PAN MAGILLIAN GAMES.
(translated by request.)

CCV—Now, I have not aforetime told of the 
tribes of the Mayilloi, who live amid the barbarian 
hanadioi, whose tyrant is a mighly man called uoson • 
and him the Mayilloi name with their wonted irony' 
for by name he is the giver, yet he gives not but 
begs.


