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Indian Wheat Supply Continued

change is shown in the following table giving the
percentage and our total mmports, obtamed from
VATIOUS SOuUrces : —

1000-2 1903-9
(3 Years' Avg) (7 Years' Avg) Ine. or

i Per cent. Per cent, Dee.
USAiiiiies sonan 62 27 - 35
Argentine 10 19 + 9
ndia,.... 4 14 +10
Russin 4 14 +10
Canada 9 12 + 3
Australia .. . 4 7 + 3

Other countries.... 7 7 -
100 100 i

PROPORTION OF IMPORTS INTO U. K FROM VARIOUS
SOURCES.

In view of these figures, it is obviously important
to examine the conditions governing the supply in
these various countries, which are rapidly taking
the place of the United States

A valuable contribution to this discussion has
recently been put forward i a memorandum by
Sir James Wilson on the supply of Indian wheat
for the British market. India, under present con-
ditions, is unfortunately the least dependable of
the sources which are coming forward to supply
our needs; whereas in good years she can spare
1004 she sent us

enormous quantities (n more

than any country in the world), in bad years she
sends practically nothing at all, having less than
enough for her own requirements For example,
in the year ending March, 1605, she exported 43
million cwts, 1 the year ending March, 1909, 24
Her exports are, m fact, the sur-
The
world 1n recent years 15
which India
I'he

116 bushels

milhion cwts,
plus of one of the largest crops in the world.
total wheat area of the
estimated at 240 million
for 26 million, or about one-ninth

acres, of
accounts
however, below the average
for the whole of India), so that her crop
to a little less than 8 million tons—or
India 1s thus a

vield 1s,
per acre
amounts
one-eleventh of the world’s total.
very important factor in the world's supply, but
owing to the poverty of the people, and  their
simple methods of producing and marketing  the
much of her potential productive power 15
States
the enterprise of a single farmer can add almost
10,000 acres to the wheat-

crop,

wasted. In a country such as the United

at a moment's notice
growing area, or substitute one quality of wheat
But in India agricultural progress
Far the most important

for another.
must necessarily be slow
and most rapidly increasing wheat area of India
is the Punjaub, 120 British districts of which will
soon have 10 million acres under wheat, and may
perhaps provide a million tons for export.  Sir
James Wilson's comment on wheat-growing con-
ditions in the Punjaub is, however, sigmficant.

It is well to remember that in the Punjaub there
are 1% million peasant proprietors each cultivating
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his own land, and about a.million tenants, so that

on the average each farmer cultivating  wheat
probably has not more than four or hve acres
under that crop, many of them much less. A man

cannot afford to take
wheat different from
he 15 quite

farming on so small a scale
risks, and will not adopt a
what he 1s accustomed to grow untl
certain it is gomng to pay him better Nor can the
Agricultural Department recommend a4 new type
of wheat to him until they have made quite sure
that it will sumit him to grow it It will, therefore,
be some years belore a general improvement the
quahity of the wheat grown n India can be secured.
In the Central Punjaub, however, from which half
the wheat imported from India comes n the new:
canal colonies, there is a numerous body of pros-
perous farmers  with large holdings of 28 or 50
who grow each from 10 to 20 acres of wheat
every year, and who have more capital and enter-
prise than most of their neighbours; and  these
men. as well as the large landowners, may be ex-
pected to adopt any pronising new types of wheat
brought to their notice, and should theiwr experience
<how them that these new types give good out-
turn and command a better price m the market,
there may be a rapid improvement n the quality
of the wheat exported from that arca Much of
the wheat grown India, however, must continue
to be grown on comparatively poor, unirrigated,
or unmanured lTand, and we must be content witly
a very gradual improvement -in the average outs
turn and average quality of Indian wheat as a
whole. To indicate what 1s possible, T may men
tion that already in the Punjaub many fields of
jrrigated and manured land give an outturn of
over 30 bushels of wheat per acre, and that several
varietiss grown on a small s ale on the Govern
ment farm at Lyallpur yielded over 4o bushels per
acre.

Indha’s first problem 1s

acres

thus to find means of se
curing a certain stable crop, by rngation on the
of the better varieties of

+the ontput

one hand and by the use
her second to rn
among the prasant

wheat on the other
acre by educational work
her third is to study the requirements of
So far as marketing 1s con
to this country m the
always with a large

per
EIOWETS |
the English market.
cerned, Indian wheat comes
poorest |~»~-|\|l(‘ condition,
amount of dirt and waste matter, and with a cer-
tain proportion of barley and other gran More
care m the preparation of his graan for market will
help the native grower to get better prices in this
As it 1s, the quahty of indian wheat s
table given by Sir James Wilson
Karachi 1s quoted at 40s

_"\'u 1hs of

country
already high, a
showing that when white
a quarter the amount actually pud for
pure wheat (allowing for cdhscount,
well above the price paid for English wheat, though
American wheat will obtan

Other Wheats
d wod
8 Pritieh wheat a3
0 Argeitine  (Rosafe), a4
2 Russlan (Black Sei), a8 10

waste, ete ), 15

not so high as
Indian Wheats

Cholee white Karachi, !
Red Karachl .. ot
Cholce White Delhl .

No. 2 Club Calcutta, 58 4 Usk ( White Walla) E!\ n
No. 1 Club Bombay .. 38 9 Australla (South) .. a8 7

+ Canadian  (No. 1
3 Northern Manitoba) 39 10

Choice White Bombay,
Hard Red Bombay




