520

Che Dominion Presbyterian

IS PUBLISHED
AY 232 St JAMES STREE., MONTREAL

TERMS
$1.50 per Year, in Advance

The Mount Royal Publishing Co.,

C. Brackerr Romwsow, Manager

Saturday, August 26th, 1899,

The Dominion Presbyterian is seeking
a reliable agent in every town and
township in Oanada Persons hav.
ing & little leisure will find it worth
while to oommunicate with the
Manager of The Dominior Presbys
terian BSubscription Department,
Address: 233 Bt, James BSt,
Montreal,

have

“ 1t is not strange that Canada should
the lowest death rate of all Christian couns
Criess when it is known that she also has the
lowest drink rate,
LR

Indignation is a virtue, and so 18 violence;
tut the former should not be cherished or
the latter ercised till all the other methods
* been tried in vain, This is the greal

ght in the Cromwell memorial eermon
of Dr. Joseph P rker, of London, and it
should find a response in every heart that

loves the purity and triumph of Christ's

LR

The &ixth General Counell of the Alliance
of the Reformed churches is appointed to meet
in  Washington
next
little

on the 27tn of September
Beyond the date and place of meeting
has been known, Considerable
se is being expressed at the persistent
» respecting the arrangements. Tt is
sed that delegates have been made ac-
auainted with all that concerns thelr private
wecommadation, but the public also has an
interest in this great gathering of represens
tative church leaders
LR

There are homes whose influence {s against
plety, Tn them the Rible is never read, the
voles of praver i8 never heard, the name of
Josns 18 epoken only in blasphemy. Tt is a
miracle of grace when the children of such
hrought to Christ. But God
=ometimes finds hie jewels in most unlikely
places. Now and then, like the dving Jacob,
he erosses his hands, and bestows the great-
est blessings where they are least expected
The children of Chrietian parents are highly

vored, and their unbelief {8 without excuee,

LR ]

At a ecrowded street corner the other day
a bhicyelist ran Into an old negro, who had
heen erowded off the sidewalk. We expected
an explosion, but the old man looked up with
the jolllest face imaginable, and called out,
“It's all right, eah, T wuz Iin youh way an'
vou weh in mine!” There was a relleved
langh from the bleyelist, a mutual apology,
and the two dropped Into their respective
channels of travel again. The incldent,
though an untoward one, left no unpleasant
indeed we doubt not that bhoth
smiled as they recalled it afterwards, How
many jagged edges might be smoothed off
Auring each day were the e an effort to glve
a good-humored setting ‘) an unpleasant en-
counter, ’

made

a home are

maemory,
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Nev. Yames Tresidder, says the C. E.
World, made the Toronto, Ont.,, Endeavorers
happy by consenting to hasten thither and
#poak at thelr rousing echo meeting. In bes
half of the 6,000 socleties m Great Britain, he
wolcomed all the children to the maternal
eption next year. His son, Mr. Sidney
Tresidder, favored the auclence with a solo,
and Mr. 8 J. Duncan Clarke, and Mr. G,
Tower Fergusson, without whom no Canae
dian Endeavor gathering would be complete,
added their quota of Detroit memories and
responses to the motherland, .

LR J

Tt is stated on the best authority that Pun.
dita Ramabal, who has returned to India, fne-
tends to give herself more distinetly to reli-
wlouw work. Henceforth she will be a mis-
#lonary devoting herself more and more to
the work of evangelization. But is not this
result a logieal and aspiritual sequence? Is
It not inevitable that those who begin with
the purpose of doing mainly humanitarian
work &hould end in the aspiration to redeem
the whole nature? And if thie supreme work
s undertaken, wil' any(hing less than a Di-
vine Redeemer be sufficlent as a helper?

LR

Tefore the new century opena we shall add
the “Yukon Presbytery” to the list, as we
have the Kootenay thie® year. There are al-
ready six men in the field or al! but there,
They are men of whom the Church may well
be proud. They have already recedved suffie
clent adulation to turn the heads of ordinary
men, but they have heen supremely indiffer-
ent to 1t. The work th are doing I8 stahle,
and they have esta) «1 a cauee vhere
woaker men would ¥ done worse than fall,
The latest arrival glve a good account of
himself, e

L

The auest! » rate of speed at which
the Peadms fymns In the Book of Pralse
oneht to he sung has engaged the attention
of the Music Committee as a matter of very
great importance,  Tn order that some ane
pronell towards uniformity throughout the
Church be reached the committee have com.
niled the pamphlet, “Helps to the T"se of the
Prashytorian Rook of Prake”  The
nd purpose of the “Helpe" will he
Tolly explained In the preface, which con-
cIndes as follows: “An earnest effort has
heem made to avold at once that unseemly
haste which borders on the irreverent, and
an equally objectionable heaviness: and to
attain a reverent mean, in keeping with the
mrave sweet melody of the sanctuary, and an
interesting variety of speed suited to the
structure of each tune, and the character of
each Psalm and Hymn. Cordial thanks are
dne R A, Becket, Feq., Montreal, who, by

seaps
found

unceasing lahor and patient Investigation
has rendered very waluable service in the
preparation of these helps.”

Copies can be had on application to the

Covener of the Musical
Alex. MacMiNan, Toronto,

Committee, Rev,

LR R
What a treamendous waste of energy there
the Christian Church! In a church of
one hundred  members there are twenty
workers. We ate not at present concerned
with the eighty Inactive members, but with
the twenty who do the work. Tt s safe to
say that among the twenty there are at
least ten methods of doing the works Why
could not these good people get together and
agree upon one method, which might not
commend itself wholly to any one of them,
but which would commend fteelf, on the
whole, to all of them? TIs it because it calls
for more grace than Is possessad by the aver-
age church member, even among the work-

€, Who possess that useful commodity In

much greater abundance than their brothers
who exist only? If the Century Fund moves
ment contributes only a little towards a come
bination of the working element in the
Church, it will have justified its existence.
It ought to be possitie to concentrate the fud
strength of the Church upon any desired
point at any desired time. Some day God
may raise up a leader whom all will follow.

-— Y VO,

Discrediting or Accrediting,

At gome time in the life of every man his
energy is spent in an effort to secure pre-
eminence,  Afterwards it becomes for some

struggle for existence. To gain a place in
the highest rank, men adopt ene of two
methods. Some seek to rice by pulling others
down, some climb through the mase till thelp
head shows above that of thelr fellows. .

The former policy, that of discrediting come
panions in the struggle 's painfully common,
The game of politics, for at best it is little
more, holds a larger place in the public mind
than any other, and the rule of the game is
~diseredit the other party. The press, the
most powerful of all agencles in the shaping
of public opinion, gives its best strength to
the discusssion of party issues. Even great
moral questions are not disoussed 80 much
unon thetr merits as with respect to the ie.
®1e to the party of settling them in this or
ir that way. This €pirit, =o evident In the
datly press, is also seen In the lives of the
people,

One is not surprised to find this spirit in
the realm of the secular life, One does not
*xpect to meet it when one enters the cirole
of the religious life. It is distinctively ane
tagonistic to the teachings of Him by whose
name religious men desire to be known. Yet
we find it operating openly, even within the
precinets of the Church. Two coagregations
are joined under one charge, one man mine °
istars to them, yet they have as little of the
epirit of cooperation as if the one were Jow
and the other Samaritan. Two charges are

in t1 came town calling “good cheer” one
to t * as they work side by side for
Christ, 4 yet, the new family just moved

into town hears all the faults of each during
the first week of residence there. Two men
are nomimated for some position in the
church, and before the day of the election
the congregation is aghast that men of such
monstrous character should have ever been
montioned for the position. Tt has been even
hinted that certain congregations when vac-
ant obtain the most of their information
concerning the ehortcomings of the candi-
dates from the lips of certain of those who
are themselves candidates. And a certain ve-
ligious journal systomatically misrepresents
other journals in the same field In order that
It may secure the patronage that has hither-
to gone to the rival journals.

Some will justify, or at least excuse such
action on the ground of the prevalence of
similar practices in the everyday life. But
we, who are followers of Christ, are in the
waorld for other purposes than to conform to
Its practices. We have another standard of
life than that by which the world Is govern-
ed. Tt is ours to induce others to rise to that
standard. We can accomplish this only by
etrictly conforming to the higher standard
ourselves,

It is possible to rise by intrinsic merit.
Progress may be slow, and success may be
apparently indefinitely deferred, but when it
doms come 1t {8 not embittered by the mem-
ory of any one upon whom our foot was

placed as we pushed our way upward.
—_——e

It is a good divine that follows
Instructione,~Bhakespeare,

his own




