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[It may be necessary to state that the following remarks were written

in 'he summer of 1851, before legislative action had been taken upon

t,; scheme which so much excited the public mind, commonly called

Mr. Howe's plan. They were not then published for fear of the ap-

pearance of hostility. As the charge of interference can no longer be

made, they are now at the reque5:t of friends, with diffidence submitted

to the public]

1

The Qreat object of British North America
under the fofltering care of the Imperial Go-
VHrnmenI, iippears to be the development of
her reaources, thereby to provide employment
for a henlthfiil and vigorous emigration of the
Htirplus population of Great Britain and Ire-

land whu are there burdensome and expensive,
and thus with '/reat benetit to herself, to Air-

nish a distressed people ivith a prosperous and
happy home in British territory.

One might reanonably suppose that the ad-

vantage!! mutually tn be derived by the Bri-

tish Government and thesj Colonies, would
almost necessarily lead to the accomplishment
in a very short time of so important an object.

Providence has bestowed on these Frovin-

ctsthn elements of wealth in as boundleii
profusion as upon any portion of the Globe.
Uur Agriculture, Tisheriei), Navigation, Ship-

building, Mbr wliich our iorests supply inex<

bau«t'ble materials,) and our mineral resources

—all require an immense amount of human
libor for their development. None of these

Interests will interfere with those of Great Bri-

tain, but on the contrary their expansion will

diminish British pauperism, and give employ-
I'lent to the British agriculturist, no longer
able to obtain it at home by the operation of
Free Trade. It sefms only necessary on the

present occasion to give a general sketch of
what may he supposed to have retarded the

increase of our own population and the de-

velopment of our resources to the present

time, and to suKge.<!t the measures necessary

to be carried intuetrect to ensure future pros-

perity. The tide of Emigration frnm Europe
has of late years directed its course to the

United Sttites, where the industry ('f tho

Kiiiigrant is encouraged and protected by
enurinous impost duties. Experience ha*

shetvn us tlul we do not and cannot prosper

under the circumstaiicea in which we are

placed ; our principal Agricultural produc-

tions and the products of our Fisheries (equal

in ariy in the world) heavily taxed in the

«nly foreign markets whicli require them and
rio counter-vaihng duties impuerd on ouY own

part tor our defence , hli!h boUaties and
extraordinary privileges being granted by
Foreign Countries to encourage their fisher-

men in our neighbourhood, and no encour-
agement being given by us to our own, not

even amountini; to protection from the en'

crnachment of foreigners or the enforcement
of Treaty stipulations ; we are plii'ed in a
rery disadvaningeous situation and suffer

severely as British Colonists. Such seems
to be our position that no man or company
would take the responsibility of inviting even
one hundred able bodied men healthy vigor-

ous poor Emigrants, or ten men with £1000
each to mcke this their home—on the con
triiry, the most robust, active and enterpris-

ing young persons of our population are daily

leaving us, for countries where their indus-

trial pursuit* are fostered, encouraged, and
protected.

The first object which presenis itself to uur

notice as now engrossing all uur ihoughta

and which would be most likely to lead to

the introduction and employment of Emi-
grants and the development of our resources

ia the Construction of a Railroad from Halifax

to Quebec.
This measure in its present aspect, origi-

nated in a letter from the Colonial Offinei

was advocated in England by our Coun-
tryman, the Hon. Joseph Howe,and will soon

be subiiiittfd to the calm consideration ot

the Legislature of these Colonies.

It can hardly be imagined or perhaps de

sired, that the propusil.on of Enrl Gre>

,

munificent as it appeals to be on ihe psrt nt

Great Britain, will ever be accepted by nil

these Colonies without much modification.

It may, however, form the basis nf fiituie

negociation, but delay, so inuch to be deiire-

cated, appear! to be inevitable.

The offer of a loan of live millions sterling

at an interest of 34 per cent, upon the con*!'-

tion* stipulated will not appear in fo britrht

a light when submitted to the rmirt calcu-

lation nf a Financier The oflVr of the

Colonial Secretary contemplates the ;myinent


