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whole »llttiodt«t m^Wff, ftovoroed without any *rcM»jK)nHiblirty,,%^

whiitover ;t—bttt the Aiuerioan bishops are us responsible us

uiiy of the proaehers. They are P^^^IUIjikMllM^^ ^" ^^^*'

(leiiernl Contj^roiice. "Wo have Wpwi^his^c0tlfpftris5»i *'

iKUween our yoiikeniblu futher and the Aworionn bishops, tfr

show to tliofllgfrld that they possess not, and, we may udd. > v,

they n\m n(}mm possess, that power which he exercised, ami '

,

had a riphtjn Exercise, an the father of the connection 5-—

Jhat, on fc|fcontrary, they are perfectly dependent ; that their _^,_i

power, tliefr usefulness, thcuwolvos, are entirely at the mercy

of the General Conf>renco."

—

Ibid, 40-44, Wo have given ^

'the above extracts If) convince the readcij that, in the estab-

lishment of Methodist Episcopacy, the bishops themselves did

not consider theirui i| perpetual divine order, but an oflSce which

conferreclJlin them a^degreC of authority, which was subject

to belossbnod at any tiMe, and from which they were subject

to be removed by the Goncrar?Conforence, should that body

see it expedient fur the welfare o^lh^church, Hoyr, in the

face of the statemcuts ofjy)iscoij^cyi nt^adb; by the |hc bishop>«

themselves, any person JKiaVmhe ha^Khood to charpje tho

first bishops with urpoj]f>iting to themselves despotic and

arBitrary^owers, wo are^(h||4)lo to comprehend, j^o must

conclude^lhat those whomake such .a8»ei''BS|n8, do iFwithout

oxatni||ing the subject, dt^ what is worso,^^!!? they •uiearfno

' revile' ajttd vilify honest men. -^

^^%Mt!' ^^wi'^^f which w<''

tlquoted Irbm the notes of the BiscipHp uflst for ever put to

rest the'^^Kuserfei^n, that Pp^ Ooke diqSpot luisider his an epis-

eopjJ|pfdinal^ion. The bishops of Iflde Methodist Episcopal

Chvu*ch liave no cqptrol over" the decisions ofeither an Annual

or dfenerftl Conference—not so mueh as a veto power or even

a casting vote. K there is'a tie on any question, the bishop^

7^ must decide k lostrfor want ofa majority. Another evidenc

oftih^i^ entire dependence is the fact, that if they cease t

4^ travel without the consent of the General Conference, they

forfeit iheir episcopal functions, or, in other words, they must

fraveluntil the General Conference is please^ to pronotimce


