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William Simpson married a squaw who had a small store in 
Drummond Island. Like the rest of the fur-trading class, he, in those 
days, was given to wandering about the country. He lived among the 
Drummond Islanders in various capacities, at one time with my father. 
One day my mother hinted to him that he might marry the squaw with 
the little store, and he would then have a home. “ Will you speak to 
her for me?” said bashful young Simpson. My mother said she would, 
and found it would be quite agreeable, and they were married. This is the 
way Mr. Simpson got his start in life, and he afterward became a shrewd 
business man and a rich merchant.* They came to Penetanguishene 
and started a small store. His wife died soon after, and he then married 
a sister of Joseph Craddock, of Cold water. His first wife is buried 
behind the old store, originally log, but now clapboarded and owned by 
Mr. Davidson. Mr. Simpson built about the same time as Dr. Mitchell, 
and on the opposite corner eastward.

Andrew Mitchell's wife was a daughter of Captain Hamilton, of 
North River. Andrew retired one night in usual health and died 
suddenly during the night. His widow married his clerk, James Darling 
(afterwards Captain Darling). Lieutenant Carson was in command of 
the G8th Regiment when the forces moved from Drummond Island to 
Penetanguishene. Sergeant Rawson was barrack master, and Mr. 
Keating was fort adjutant. Lieutenant Ingall of the 15th Regiment, 
also from Drummond Island, died in Penetanguishene. Mr. Bell, barrack- 
master at Drummond Island and Penetanguishene, died at the latter post. 
His son married a sister of Charles Ermatinger of the North-West Fur 
Company, who built the stone mansion *f* at the “ Sault.”

George Gordon, a Scotch trader from Drummond Island, married a 
half-breed, settled at Gordon’s Point, a little east of the Barrack’s Point. 
Squire McDonald of the North-West Company bought from my father 
the farm where Squire Samuel Fraser now lives. He often called at 
Drummond Island on business of the company, and came to Penetan­
guishene with the soldiers. Fathers Crevier and Baudin were the only 
priests who visited Drummond Island in my recollection. There was 
another interpreter named Goroitte, a clerk at Drummond Island, who 
issued marriage licenses. Hippolyte Brissette and Colbert Amyot went 
with the North-West Company to Red River, Fort Garry and across the 
Rocky Mountains to Vancouver. Hippolyte was tatooed from head to

* William Simpson represented the townships of Tiny and Tay in the Home District 
Council at Toronto for the year 1842.

fThis mansion was huilt about the time of Lord Selkirk’s visit to Canada in 1816-18. 
It is still standing, and has many interesting family associations.


