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vidnl. to hf liraimiHi hy the niPii on liirht iiuliiiii itli-ilKtii nr tnhofnriinii. mIoiir

with provisioim for tw«>lvp A»y». Thin fonv left Montn-Hl in Ki-hriinry mu\
mnrthfj up tlif fnwi'n hhoh cnven-il iiii-)iflii*u riviT ninl thr iHkf!* fn'* l.vl mjliit

fn Fort Willinni Henry, with u wck •« ifnt iit TicontliTi>gn i-n oiiff. \Ut a
week ,f unavailinir aaHHultx on tin- KnicliNli fort th«- fxpolition withilrcw into
Caiiaila. " The Heaiiuii w.in 4>ni> of aiieh wvirity ak to iaiiw> iiii>i,tion to lie inmie
of the intenae eold. in lettern of the periml. And yet alliiiM- i -i miidtiiM 'r- in

the tiithtiiiir are rei-orded. and eamn of Mnowdilimlneiw on ti. rei.trr. reh ire

carefully noted, no mention i* maile of any eaaualtii-a from the eo' '

i he aien
were properly proteeted liy kikmI eli>thinir. Huitabl.- fixHl and a knowledire .>! the
p«'r.i4»rl pn>eautiiiiin to In> taken ii. i-old wiather. Kiniilly, i |Hiin*

not t. 1a» ovprliN>ked l»eHUHe til" its other ^.initary liearintr^ the
<>xp<Hlition was* of »*hiirt duration. I.et nie now turn to a di.Ttri'ii'

pieturp, the Anieriean invaders ItioekailinK (jiielN-e in the winter of 177.V76. Kn-
feehled by di<«<-aMe. ill-ehid and illleil. siir-ly r:o Holdiers were ever HO [MMirly
eijuipped to faee the l»li//ard'* of the lo- ;t. Lawreiiee. And yet in spite of
the hardMhip* they endiireil from the . I , ,, nnow -and they imiMt li;ive Imm-u
miny— tliey maintained a blockade of y. uidil ll peiiien: of naviKatiim
brouirht to the beli>a(niered Karriwm the ...ixionsly awaited reinfon-etihiitM. The
invailem retreated, the h'oekade was over. Hut how elone had Ihii* niek ami half-
atarved army b«H'n to Hueee"**. An itlier turn of Kortun.\ wheel, unother weiirhl
in till- balaiiee of Kate, and (^uebee had fiilleii. And with itH fall fht nMuent
of Cinada wouM have Iwen an aieomplixlied faet. aehieved by mi army—«>-

paliwl for want nf a la-tter niime-Jiiit an army led by far-seeini; and «le-

termined leaders- Montifoimry and Arnold—who rose superior to discmiraKe-
iiient till death and .jealousy removed them in turn from the i«-eni'.

Arnold'a expedition until it .joined forees with Mont(tom.r< s waa like
Riband's, a raid pure and «inipli—another instanee of "fia Petit, (.u.rn-" on a
larger scale. But Montgomery's invasion was a different tliinK- lie bsl hia army
into an tneiiiy'a eoiintry. eiirryiuK on military operations and eontinuin(f to
advanee in obedieiiee to the developint; sit Ma! ion. at ii season of the year when
In all preeedeiit he should have been safely baek ill his owi iiiitrv. with hia
111.11 di.spi'tsed to t eir homes. He did what had never been attempteil before,
he eondupted a wi eampnijrn in Caiuida : and as a result be all but eompiered
the eountry. W wotiiil have been the result hail his army been trained.
er|uipp,d 'nd difu ,>,inpd on the stundard set bv the Japanese troops on the
Sha-n^?

Hut ' I, 'y Montgomery was not the first or only K«'"''i'al in this eountry
; ) whom a;, <pportunity eame. to deal a stajfReriini- blow to an enemy bv means

a winter eampaiprn. If so. why did these others not aef ? The elosiii(f years
of the Freueli wars found the opposinif forees faeinjf eaeli other astride the
northern route to Canada via Lake ('h.impl:iin. the French at Crown Point anil
Tic'onderoga. an.l the EnRlish at Fort \Viiliniii Henry ami Fort Kdward. It was
the obvious object of each to drive the other baek. the one on Albaiiv w ith a i)08-
sibility of eapturing if. the other on Montreal with a like pros| et of sueee.s.s.
Why did not Montcliu retain at Tiei.nder.fra until the winter the 6.fMM) troops,
mo.sfly rejjulars. fyafhered there durinjr the summer of 17.">fi. and lead them down
the frozen Hudson afrainst 1\\,- Knglisii eoiouiea? Durinir the pHst summer he
hnd dealt a severe blow to Kiiplish pivstijfe in tin- New VVori.l by his capture of
O.sweifo. The 10,000 English troops, composed iluinst nltojret' er of i-hw colonial
levies, which faced him duriiiit the summer, hiid on the appr eh of winter, been
disbanded and dispersed. There was nothiiiK to oppose hi.s rhanee hut a small
garrison nt Fort William Henry ami a lew periiiiinent companies scattered
throughout the colonies. Was it not tin- French moment— the opporiune mo-
ment—for action? Would a European general of to-dav. endowed with the


