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there. If she happens to place two or more ej,'^^ "" a cell, the
workers, that is the bees that stin^'. remove all but one to other eells
Prone, o r male, ^ b
e^^s are placed in ™'^ -• f

,«
A /

the lar^'er cell sand
workers or female
e>,'>,'s in the small-
er cells. She lays

ej.fj,'s of either sex
at will; and the
workers can dis-

tinjfiiish the sex
of ad e^ii by some
unknown instinct.

At the end of three
or tour days, the

en^s h a t c h into

small, white maj^-

ffots. The nurs-

inj;' bees prepare a
food of honey, pollen, and water, partially dij^esi it .ifter the manner of
patented foods for infants, and pour it into the cells for the j^rubs In
from four to six days, the maj,'^^'-ot j,'rows almost large enouj^'h to fill the
cell. The nurses then seal over the apartment with a porous lid of wax
and the j,'rub enters the pupa state. Krom the middle part of the under
lip two silky threads issue, which clinj,'- toj,'ether and form a single
thread ; continually extendinj,' and retractinj,' its body, it spins a silkv
white cocoon, somethinij like that o( the silk-worm. The inmate of the
cell is now transformed into the shape of a bee, but is pure white, and
for that reason is called a nymph. In twenty-one davs or so after the
ej,'-^,' is laid, the younj,' bee chews away the cap of the cell. If you
examine a comb of sealed brood, you will f,'enerally see two or three of
them with their heads half way out of the cells, takin-,' .i first view of the
' M-ld. \yhen they emeri^-e they are weak, flaccid, half thrown creatures,
covered with silver jjrey hairs that j,'ive them such a new appearance as
to excite in the beholder the liveliest sympathy. The nurse bees then
clean out the cell and fasten down its silken linint,-- which serves to
strenj,nhen the comb, and is so thin that a hundred of them scarcelv
diminish the size of the cell. The first day the sounj,"- bee does little but
crawl about and sip honey ; then in its turn it becomes a nurse and feeds
the maj^t^ots. When about ten days old, alonj,-- with scores of other
younj,' bees, it plays durini,'- the warm part of the day, just before the
entrance to the hive. It is a pretty sii,dn to see them dancinj,' in the
v.arm sunshine and learninj,' the use of their win_i,'s ; in half an hour they
tjo into the hive a},rain and all is quiet. Besides beinj,' nurses thev are
tidy little housekeepers, reniovin^ esery inipuiily and all dead bees. At
two weeks, the young- bee builds comb and goes for its first load of pollen,
of which It is as proud as a boy is of his first pair of trousers.
After this it undertakes to gather nectar. .After from two to four


