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the central area waw unually occupied bv the oo«rMely-«i7ataUiiM>

true granites they apfjeared to merge into finer-grained more fel-

sitic, micrugraniteM or Myenitex tow»r«1ti the borders on either side.

T>e green-stone trap intrusiono were evidently chiefly confined
B\m t»» the eastern slo|)e of the range—no nwk of this character
having been ol»serve«l at all west of tlie flaff Topsail. No distin,

.

evidenj-e of stratification could be detected in this great granitoid
region, unless certain alternations of reddish and grayish syenite
near the borders of the mass could he considered as such. Again,
the alternations of the different varieties of granite may point to
H sedimentary origin. Hitherto this belt of archean rocks which
forms the Long Range Mountains, extending th.uagh the entire
length f»f the island from Cape Ray to the northern extremity, and
which is here crossetl by the western branch of the railway, has
l)een regardefl as the equivalent of the Ijower Laurentian system.
Xo evidence which would warrant a contrary opinion has been oh-
tainetl during the past season's investigation.

OlaciAtion.

A few iu)te»! on the glaciatifni of the country traversed will af-
ford some idea of the enf.nn<»uti erosic. i which has taken place in
this island «hiring a fieri^Ml of its history when the entire surface
must have iKjen wverwl by a moving mass of ice, the action of
which mighty fone has tended in no small degree to mould it into
its present contour. 1 shall not here attempt any elaU.rate tlieoriz-
ii.^' upon this interesting phenomena, hut shall merely i-onfine my-
^'elf iii a statement of actual facts observed during the season and
the deductions t<> Ik* gathered therefrom. That the entire face of
the country has been subjected to profound and long-continued ice-
Hction which has resulte*! in wholesale denudation of the funda-
mental r.K;k nwterial forming its solid crust, is everywhere moot
apparent. The immense pn)fusion of boulders of all shajjes at'd
-izes, tile rounded outline of the hill-ranges, the deeply grtwved
•'triated and frequently polished surfaces of the rock exposures, all
l>ear most unmistakable testimony to the passage of a detritus-
laden ice mass apparently of gigantic dimensions and weight

The direction of the grooves and striae though o-jcasionally ef-
fwted by local cinrnmstances ig, on the whole, pretty uniform,' and
ftomts clearly io a main movement from the westward toward the


