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Minister Pichon and his wife, and Mr. and Mrs.

Madii>Dn. When dinner was announced, Mr. Jef-

ferson gave his hand to Mrs. Madison and seated

her on his right, leaving the rest, to straggle in as

they pleased. Merry, fresh from the Court of St.

James, was aghast and at.onted; and when a few

days later, at a dinner given by the Secretary of

State, he saw Mrs. Merry left without un escort,

while Mr. Madison took Mrs. Gallatin to the table,

he believed that a deliberate insult was intended.

To appcose this indignant Briton the President was

obliged to explain oflBcially his rule of "p61e mfile";

but Mrs. Merry was not appeased and positively

refused to appear at the President's New Year's

Day reception. "Since then," wrote the amused

Pichon, "Washington society is turned upside

down; all the women are to the last degree exas-

perated against Mrs. Merry; the Federalist news-

papers have taken up the matter, and increased the

irritations by sarcasms on the administration and

by making a burlesque of the facts." Then Merry

refused an invitation to dine again at the Presi-

dent's, saying that he awaited instructions from his

Government; and the Marquis Yrujo, who had

reasons of his own for fomenting trouble, struck an

alliance with the Merrys and also declined the
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