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Dear Sirs*
/•>

Z beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
the Sad Instant referring further to the valuation made 
for the land acquired by the Ooveriment of British Columbia !
on Malahat Indian Reserve To.11. of the Saanich Indians, 
Cowlchan Agency, for road purposes, free the new Mill Ray 
Terry to the Island Highway, In vhloh you ask to be in*: formed If, when thl valuation was made, consideration was 
given to the forfel ure of the foreshore rights fronting on 
the right-of-way as well as 40 feet extra alleged to be 
affected.

In reply I beg to say that, when the valuation 
for this land was set, consideration was given to what 
rights the Indians had In the land Itself which 

an high tide. This was In vl

I

▼eyed fro* of the fact that 
of Dominion Order-ln-Oounell 941 of 7th June, 

1684, and Provincial Order-ln-Counoll 807 of 8th May, 1684, 
the government of British Columbia is domed to be the possessors 
of all foreshore except in certain public harbours. The 
Department of Justice has ruled that Indians have only

rights over the foreshore, that le, the right of 
A Ingress. The building of this ferry slip will in 

disturb the Indians in that righti as a natter of feet, 
the selling of the 80 foot right-of-way takes with it what­
ever rights the Indians have over this particular portion of 
the Reserve.
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The statement in your letter that the slip takes 
In 40 feet of the foreshore South of the reed is not eorreet, 
as the slip w 111 not be of any greater width than the road 
itself. Bven if it were, it would not offset the situation 
so far as the Indians are concerned,! 
built out into deep water where there are at least nine feet 
at extreme lew tide. I am attaching hereto a blue-print 
showing the location of this slip. Apparently you are 
fusing the water let shown dotted on the blue-print far 
foreshore, but even this le only 60 feet In width, 
water let te below mean high tide and extends nine feet at 
extreme lew tide, and the Provincial Public Works Department 
have applied to the Dominion government to lease this area 
eider the Savtgable Waters Act,

the slip is to be

i This

;

In conclusion, I would again beg 1 
the cheques referred to in ay letter of the 86th of September 
be forwarded to Mr.Indian Agent Lomas for distribution ms sag 

without delay, as they are desirous of obtaining 
their money and are blaming the Indian Agent for the delay.

Tour obedient servant,

»Department of Indian Affairs,

m
k» W.B.Dltohbum.
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