Restrictions on arms exports dropped

Continued from page 11
Canadian arms exports to
“regimes considered to be wholly
repugnant to Canadian values,
especially where such arms could
be used against civilians.”
When NDP MP Nelson Riis
| raised the issue in the House of
Commons in November, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Joe ‘clark
assured him that the provision
had not been deleted in order to
facilitate arms sales to Chile.
\ Dave Adam, chief of the depart-
| ment’s Export controls Division,
‘ said the phrase had been deleted
| because it created “‘confusion’’ for
! Canadian exporters and govern-
| ment officials.

But External Affairs spokesper-
son Denis Comeau now attributes
the deletion to “‘an administrative
error.”” He says a provision deal-
ing with human rights violators
will be put back into the restric-
tions after department officials
complete their internal review of
Canadian export policy.

Regardless, it would still be
possible for Canadian exporters
to pursue arms sales in countries
with poor human rights records if

new provisions restricting such

sales are interpreted by the Exter-
nal Affairs Export Controls Div-
ision as liberally as the previous
regulation, under which arms
sales to Indonesia and Pakistan
were allowed.

“As that perception has
changed, it's become
easier for those wanting
to export arms to do
so0.”

And, in any case Canadian
manufacturers can circumvent
federal restrictions by selling mil-
itary hardware to go-betweens in
places like the United States,
Israel and Brazil, who in turn
export arms to human rights vio-
lators. For instance, Ottawa
Ploughshares member Jon Segal
says helicopter engines manufac-
tured by Pratt & Whitney Canada
of Montreal have been sold to

( THE DALHOUSIE
DEBATING SOCIETY

Meets every Wednesday
At 7:30PM IN THE STUDENT COUNCIL
CHAMBERS (2nd FLOOR SUB). ALLSTUDENTS
ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME.

N

J

99 .“"t.l“ﬁil.m---..uo.!"htunun--“.“nonn
»

CABLE VESTS,
COZY SWEATERS

flecks and patterns.

25% OFF

LADIES’ SEBAGOS

¢ DECK SHOES

... in navy, dark brown, suede,
light blue and red/white/blue.

..' o‘\.’.... prp—— LTS

t It's time for a change for
} men & ladies; interesting

i i

423-6464

-tz;",

Tl
BINNACLE

5240 Blowers St.

LS

L 1 e 2 i

Guatemala. The engines are sold
to the United States for use in the
Bell 412 helicopter, which in turn
is sold to the Guatemalan govern-
ment. Amnesty International says
that the Guatemalan government
regularly practices torture and
extrajudicial killings (“‘a pseudo-
nym for murdering citizens who
get in the way,"” says Segal).

A similar arrangement, accord-
ing to Segal, allows Bristol Aero-
space Limited of Winnepeg to
supply helicopter engines to El
Slvador, whose government is
presently embroiled in a bloody
civil war with nationalist and lef-
tist guerrillas and, says Amnesty
International, is violating
human rights on a regular basis.

Perhaps Segal’s best example
of how Canadian military goods
can end up in the wrong hands is
found in Canadair’s export of T-
33 jets to Bolivia, a country noted
not only for its frequent human
rights violations, but also for its
extreme political instability.
According to Segal, Canadair has
sold at least 14 T-33 jets to Bolivia
since 1974. And on November 5,
1979, these jets were used by the
Bolivian airforce “to fire machine
gun and rocket salvoes in strafing
runs over a crowd of civilians” in
the capital city of La Paz, he says.

After leading me out of the con-
ference hall, Archie Campbell
agrees to answer a few questions
about “Hi-TEC '86".

We're in a more crowded part
of the reception area now. Busi-
nesspeople and civil servants are
leaning back in their padded
chairs, sipping coffee and chat-
ting amicably. Over their chatter,
an announcer's voice booms out
about the technical merits of the
latest in Canadian military
technology.

One new product allows for

“easier tank repairs in the field.”
Another is ‘“‘coated with an
infrared reflective camouflage
paint. . . providing the best possi-
ble protection against all types of
visual and adjacent infrared
Sensor.

The accompanying video dis-
play shows tanks and armoured
personnel carriers rumbling
through the jungle on a wall-
sized screen.

Throughout our chat, Camp-
bell stresses ‘‘the growing impor-
t. ice of the civilian sector’” at the
high-tech conference. It doesn’t
seem tO bother him that 10 of the
countries represented by Cana-
dian trade representative at Hi-
TEC '86 have been cited by the
review of World Military and
Social Expenditures for their
“frequent official violence
against citizens,”’ or that every
major Canadian arms manufac-
tureer has been invited to the
conference.

He says “it’s not necessarily the
case at all"’ that arms “intended
for the defence of a country
against outside regimes” will be
used against civilians.

Asked if there isn’t a greater
possibility of his occuring in
countries like Indonesia or Chile,
Campbell says that “if the equip-
ment has a significant chance of
being used against civilians they

not get an export permit.”

And when confronted with the
fact that export permits have been
issued for arms sales to Indonesia,
Campbell says he's “not aware”
of such permits being issued.

That evening, federal interna-
tional Trade Minister James Kel-
leger, Conservative MP for Sault
Ste. Marie, gives a speech to par-
ticipants in the conference.

The Hi-TEC conference, he
says, 1s only one of the many ways
the federal government assists
“high-tech and defence" expor-
ters. Kelleher explains how other
federal programmes, such as the
Defence Industry Productivity

“You're involved in the
final weapon.”

Programme and the Programme
for Export Market development
assist Canadian arms dealers.
After boasting that Canadian
military exports to the U.S.
“reached a level of 1.6 billion in
1985, an increase of 20 per cent,"
Kelleher tells his audience about
his government’s other “priority

countries for defence and high-
tech product exports.” He
proudly announced that he's met
with ministers in eight Pacific
rim countries, including Indone-
sia and South Korea, to promote

the sale of Canadian “‘defence and
high-tech products.”

“We will continue our efforts,”
Kelleher tells the businesspeople
and civil servants, “to increase
market access, improve trade
comptitiveness and help you do
more effective international mar-
keting. But it is really up to you
and your companies to develop
you own export priorities and
mnitiatives,”’

In doing so, the minister tells
the assembled arms dealers, “you
are acting on behalf of all Canadi-
ans, including our shareholders.”

Jon Segal, who quit his job at
an Ottawa high-tech firm beause
it was moving into military pro-
duction, doesn't agree. Because
Canada generally makes compo-
nents rather than complete wea-
pons systems, Segal says, doesn't
“absolve us of responsibility in
any way.

“You're involved in the final
weapon,’ says Segal, “and I think
you have to take responsibility for
what that weapon is going to be
used for.

“Anything else is sort of a psy-
chological evasion.”

{) (Canadian manufacturers) would
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