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two issues in one
Fridoy's annauncement by housing
and food services director Derek

Bane calling for an increase in resi-
dence rents brings up two issues on
whîch students should oct

First, the manner in whîch Mr.
Bone handled the motter was not in
the best interests of students. Since
the issue of residence rents îs a mot-
ter of direct student concern, we feel
Mr. Bone should have at Ieost given
notice ta the inter-resîdence coun-
cil, if nat the students' council itself,
long before he did. He gave anly a
few hours official notice, hardly
time for students ta study the mot-
ter and take a stand.

As students are such on import-
ant port of the universîty commun-
ity, they shauld be given every op-
portunity ta participote in the uni-
versity's offairs, or, at leost in af-
fairs which directly concern them.

Mr. Bane Frîdoy of fered ta discuss
the increase wîth council, and if the
Board of Governors had not deferred
the issue, students would have been
given o chance for discussion anly
ofter the fact, which wauld be of
little or no value.

Since the B of G has seen fit to
defer the issue, supposedly ta allow
student government ta make a pre-
sentation on the increase, perhaps
they should see fit ta allow students
ta partîcipate in ail matters which
concern them, preferably by allow-
ing them ta sit on ail major decîsion-
moking boards

the increase itseil
t he rent increase proposed Fridoy

by housing and food services
director Derek Bone should be care-
fuliy considered by students.

There are threats attached whîch
may mean if the increose is naio
occepted, funds previousiy ollcxoted
for academic use wîll be funneled in-
ta supporting the residence.

This move would be detrimentai
ta the expansion and progress of the
unîversity, but o rent increase would
be just as detrîmental ta each out-
of-town student an campus.

Not only will resîdence students
find higher rents, but so will every
student who rents o room or boords
in the city, as ever-greedy londilords

Perhops then we would see open
decisions rother thon these behind-
Closed-doors type of decisions which
have Chracterized the university ta
dote.

The second issue ta arnse out of
Friday's onnouncement is the motter
of who pays for student residences.
At present, residences are privateiy-
f inanced, with the provincial govern-
ment backing the loans.

Since the mojority of students at
this universîty are flot residents of
Edmonton, most of themn have ta f ind
accommodation for their stay here,
and only 1,700 con be accommodat-
ed in the university's residences.

The cost ta an Edmonton student
ta attend is usuaily about $600 per
year less thon an out-of-town stu-
dent, for the simple reason that he
lives at home and is in effect subsi-
dized by his parents.

But what about the rest? Because
there îs no university in their area,
should they be penalized to the ex-
tent of $600 per year ta corne ta uni-
versity)

No. The cost of operating stu-
dent resîdences on campus should
be borne by the provincial govern-
ment, and academic funds f rom the
government should not suf fer be-
cause of this subsidizotion.

Ether thot, or the provincial 90v-
ernment should build hundreds of
new universîties, one in each Alberta
community to end this tremendous
inequality,

look for excuses ta raîse their rents.

Mr, Bone has partly justîfîed the
increase by sayîng U of A rates are
fifth-lowest in Canada, and points
ta comparable accommodation at
the University of British Columbia
where the rents range from $87 ta
$95 a month for a double raom,

What he forgets is that the cost of
living is quite a bit higher in Van-
couver thon it is here,

Students should not be forced ta
pay another $8 a month for the
same rather poar services they have
been receivîng for three years.

If the services were up to accept-
able standards Mr Bone mîght have
a case.

FoIllowing is an editorial reprinted
f rom the University of Saskatchewan,
Saskatoon campus. Sheaf. Miss Spry
is editor-in-chief of The Sheaf.

Ju st what sort of education are we
beîng offered at this and ather uni-
vestis Eorle Birney feels t us o

poor one, and there are mony, stu-
dents, foculty, administration and ta>i
payers, who aire mare thon wîllung ta
ogree wîth hîm.

They are nat anly mare thon wîl-
lung ta agree wth hum, but are equolly
wllîng ta praduce myricids of sug-
gestions os ta how thîs situation con
be remedued.

But before refarm of any sort con
be împlemented, t is necessary ta ask
why it should be done

Ta repeat on aId, aId cry. the uni-
verbity of iodoy hos become a machine
which s churning out thousonds of
graduates each year.

t s using o system whîch has
been developing aver the years whuch
wîll produce a tangible end-product
n the most efficient and leost proble-

matic way possible>
"If it s o BA t must be gaod,"

seems ta ho the motta of fîrms whîch
send recruiting offîcers ta the comn
puses.

"If we produce enaugh graduoites,
we are doîng aur bit for business,"
sceems ta be the motta of the adminu-
strationý

It s highly unlîkely the odmuniu
stratians of unuversities un thîs country
are going ta odmit that the present
phlosophy behuncl the educational
system s wrang, This s o system
whîch s theur brcod and butter,

if they con lose their jobs for poli-

tical reasans, they con iust as eosily
ose theur jobs for apenly and actively

crîticîzung the how and why of their
posi tion.

t us the respansibility of the stu-
dent ta question the system, ond ta
produce cancrete onswers ta questions
whîch ask. why?

Why do 1 camne ta university? Why
am I beung taught the way 1 am being
tought? Why do I have ta have 1 5
courses ta gradluatO Why do I have
ta sut un classes whîch offer me
nothing? Why should 1 camne to uni-
versity?

We feel that if refarm us going ta
camne about, and be of any use, stu-
dents must be able ta present ta the
so-called pawers thot be very good
reaisons why the system us wrong, and
flot îust a whole pile of explanotuans
as ta how changes con be mode.

Everyane con fund a solutuon of
somne type as ta how thîngs con be
changed, not many ore wîllung ta
onswer why the reforms should be
mode.

We feel the onswer ta thîs ques-
tion lues un the amaunt of students
ssho quit schoal, wha flunk out, who
drink, who turn ta doctors and coun-
sellors for aud, who commit suicide.

Samethung must be done ta stop
unuversîties from turnîng irto de-per-
sonocluzed computer centres recordung
numbers.

We should be attendîng university
becouse t offers uis a chance ta dus-
cuss,, ta thînk, ta cansuder, ta chaI-
lenge deos offered ta us by other
students, by professors and un books.

t should ho offerung us a real edu-
cation, flot just a money-making puece
oI gootskîn.

Our boy-what pays $90 to shaore some littie room-
should have to osk for food from home?"

ib spry

it is up to students
to dSk why


