
THE POSSIBILITY 0.F PENNY CABLE
MR. HENNIKER HEATON,millianaire, member of the Brit

of Commons, and author and a
penny postage, has turned his a

penny cables. At present it costs 25 cen
ta cable froni Great Britain to Canada or
and 75 cents a word to cable from Great
Australia. Before the Canada-Australian
buit the charge to Australia was 9s.
building of this all-British cable, for
Sandford Fleming is mainly responsible,
ed a saving to cansumers of one million
year. Mr. Heaton believes that many mi
be saved by government cables across th
and government land lines and cables to
other distant British points. Further,
ducing a nominal rate, the cable busin
grow as the postal business has grown. I
aý penny a word for telegrams and
cables wherever sent, irrespective of
distance.

Just think for a moment what four
cents a word instead of twenty-five
would mnean to Canadians. The busi-
ness man who selîs in Great Britain
or buys there, could be in daily corn-
muication with his correspondents
in. that country. Every Britisher
living in Canada could afford one
telegrani a week to 'his friends nt
home. Di-stance would be practically
aninihilated. Business would be stimu-
lated. It would cost no more to wvire
to Liverpool, Edinburgh or London
than it now costs ta wire fromn To-
ronto or Montreal to New York.
Business with Great Britain would
increase enormously. Canadian ex-
porters would bc almost as close ta
the BRritish msarket as French, Dutch,
German or Russian exporters. Instead
of waiting two and a half ta three
weeks for a reply ta a letter, a busi-
ness man could send a penny cable
and have a reply in three hours. It
would bc truly wonderful and highly
advantageous.

Mr. Heaton clainis, thouigh this it,
disputed, that the carrying capacity of
the cables between Europe and
Anierica is nowv 300,000,000 words
a year, xvhereas Only 20,000,000 are
sent. The cables are idle eleven-
twelfths of the time. Keep theni busy
and the present revenue would be
maintained at a penny a word. Five
million dollars a year is paid for the
use of the Atlantic cables which are

Australian
ish House
dvocate of
ttention to
.ts a word
vice versa,
Britain to
cable -was
6d. The

wvhich Sir
bas effeet-
dollars a

Ilions can
e Atlantic
India and
by ultra-
5ss wauld

lis aim is

I. C
2. C
3.' C

confront statesmen, and merchants. It annihilates
distance, abolishes delay, bridges the ocean, laughs
at the storm, creates trade, nourishes individual and
racial sympathies, multiplies strength. Speaking for
myseif, and for myself alone, I look upon'the penny-
a-word cable as an ideal,' as a blessing, which some
day, sooner or later, should be attained and secured.
Mr. Henniker Heaton's sc-heme embraces the whole
world. As a Canadian, I arn personally and chiefly
concerned with what I think Canada might do for
herself and the Empire of which she forms s0
important a part. Canada's interest is defined by
her geographical position. Lying as she does, in
the Western Hemisphere, the link joining Great
Britain and Australia, Canada might nat possibly
doý more than ta make the most of ber position to
reduce ta its minimum the distance between -those
parts of the Empire. The AIl-Red Route will be

HENNIKER HEATON'S CLAIMS.
able rates -are too hiigh and prohibitory.'
:oinmerce is hampered and hindered'by present monopoli~heaper cables would mnean federation and internation;

HENNIKER HEATON'S HOPES.
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i.Iwant ta secure for my cauntrymen'cheap and perfect communi-cation by telegraph witlf aIl parts of the world.
2. The electnic telegrapYh bas annihilated. time and space, and enabledus ta crowd the previons operations of a year into the space of a few

hours.
3. Tise cables of the world are now in tbe hands of monopolists orcable rings. It is advisable at ail costs ta put an immediate end ta allcable monopolists. We ask, that they be bougbt out at thse market priceýof the day by the Governments of tbe civilised world.
4. The people of England now pay four ta five millions sterlingannually for cable communicatian,. yet the charges are so higb thaýt onlyone in a hundred messages is a social or family message. The cables,

1 repeat, are now .for the millionaires and not for the millions. Thepresent high cable telegraph rates are prohibitory ta the masses of the
people,

5. The British and C'olonial Governments now pay nearly a quarter
of a m1 llion sterling every, year for official cable messages. This sum
would go far tawards the interest in purchasing the cables frora the
campanies. 1

6. We pay only £700,000 a year for foreign and imperial packet
services. Our cables would in Gavernuient hands cost us one million in
place af four millions sterling annually.

7- The first step is ta caîl a Conference of the Postmasters-General
of the world for the eseablisbment of a penny-a-word telegraph rate
throughou Eurpe8. Týhe% next ps-tep is ta hold a Conference with the postal authorities
of Amierica. The present high rate of one shilli.ng per word yields
£x,ooo,ooo per annuni. The carrying capacity af the cables ta America
is twelve tumes greater than the present wark. The maj ority of the cables
between Europe and Amerîca are uniscrupulously kept idle by thse cable
rfonopolists.

9. That the civilised Gavernments of the world. shaîl abolish politicalfrontiers for telegrapis pur 'poses. To show what can be done it is pointed
out that in Australia a message is sent 3,000 miles at a penny a word
across the territories of six Gavernments and States.

Io., ' a land telegraph line can be constructed througbout Europe
ast af froni f25 ta £3o a mile, wbereas a cable costs from
a mile. That a land line can 'carry ninety words a minute
ly about tllirty words a minute.
Europe, Asia and Africa (and even with short sea gaps,
e linked up) be cannected by international land lines by

vith the 'various Governmnents.
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ically prohibitive. Whilst a penny-a-w
ay be a distant though desirable ideal
cet, in letting down barriers by degr(
e not be admitting the masses ta advanta
ieretofore have been the monopoly of
r classes? The cable itompanies have 1
e for fifty years of showing what could
ta great public utility which, in my ji

ight ta be at the service of the largest nu
he people. The best they have been able
per word- is. a word for the settler of

n West, for the small trader, for the toi]
middle -cl ,asses generally, is unquestiona
itive rate. Mr. Henniker Heatan, wba 1
done' so much -for the cause of Impel
ostage, and who has devoted his life
ng cheap communications, is convinced ti
a-word cablegrani is practicable. Political

commercîally, every one admnits t]
it would be a step in the right dir
tion., The advantages to, be won
toa obviaus to need furtber-commue
I am well aware that objections
rai sed from a scientific and financ
point.of view, but many in.the
dience will remember the stern
relentless opposition made agar
penny postage, not only in Oni
Britain, but in variaus countries.
conclusion, let me express the hc
that sncb a grand idea as Mr. lien:
ker Heaton bas enunciated this ev(
ing will be pressed on, and that
unbiased inquiry will be made into
feasibility and prospects of ' succe
The first English sentence I leai
at school was the following 0"i
'Where there is a wilI there i
way.0 1

Canadian Hymn Writes

R EV. A. WYLIE MAHON,
done his country a natiol

service in bis brochure "Canaiý
Hymns and Hynin Writers." 'J.1
he bas found mucb that is worthy
discriminating praise is a real tribui
ta the talent of a young land. Ter,"
son has said that a good bymn is t]
most difficult thing in the world
write, because it bas ta possesssi
plicity, yet be poetical. Offer any eý
pression out of the common and
ceases ta be a hynin. A gaod hyiy
bas also ta be deeply spiritual. M
Mahon calîs people ta task wýho SI
that as well look for a needie ini
haystack, or for a harvest of snak
in Ireland, as for meritorious hlx
writers in material and as yet U
schooled Canada-since we have
interesting group of coniposers, wliý
5ongs are sung far beyond theCo
fines of the Dominion.

This list 'begins with the first
the sweet singers, Dean Bullock,
Halifax. lHe was yet young whet'
wrote for the dedication of bis chle
in 1827, "Wýe Love the Place, 0 Od

most belove~d hymuns of this day. In18
ied a volume of "Songs of the Churc.
are giyen notes upon joseph Scriven,PO
whomn we are îndebted for "Wbat a lrini

in Jesus 1" one of tise first hymns gi.e
iaries in manv foreipn lands to their ci


