
CANADIAN COURIER.

Lessons for PacifistsAS soon as this war le, ever, It Is entirely
apparent that we will have a school of sinug

their old unction, that the clvilized world
basnowhadItslesson, and that It will neyer again
pemtwar te occur. Indeed, they are already sing-

lng th othlng psalm of supine surrender. Thes:e
are largely the. sanie men who told us qulte confi-
dently, when we predlct -ed an attack upon the, British
Empire by the ýgreat German mltary machine, that
wo falled to taire Iio account the growth of clvlllzlng
Influencesl; the luternationallzlng effects of trade,
commerce, and finance; theý beneficent werk of ltera-
tune, music and the draina; the elevatlng and human-
Izing forces of our common Christlanlty. Were not
,the Genmans a "cuiltured," commercial, Christian
people; andi why shouldl they do this awful thlng?
DId fot t!helr splendifd -prosperity rest upon peace;
and why sehouid we imagine that they would tumble
1k ail lnto the bloody dust of 'a great wan? The
4«paclUits" are, of course, anxleua tc-day that vs
abeuld ferget ahl this f aIse teachlng, 110w that Ger-
man guns are -thundering-against the forces ef the
Alles; but I arn sure that you alIremember its gli-b
and superior optirnian, down to the last silly syllable.

~w E, wixo predlcted war, were "barbarians,"
"1cynics,"1 "ýwrshlppers of brute force,"* "biind
te the. hlgher liftuences," te the "spiritual

terces." We were, In fact, a reactlonary and de-
graded lot, our feet sodden vith the mire o! earth,
our eyes helden frein the glorles of the new dîy.
Our mInds vere Ilxed en thlngs of the fleeli, whereas
tbese noble prophets 'were Vossessed of a lofty de-
votlon to the-botter thlngs cf the. spirit. A well-
knowu Canadian clergyman wrote me one day that
I wa8 verse than "a Pagan Pbulesopher"-that, iu
tact, ho couid find far nobler sentiments lu Pagan
phillsophy than lu my writlngs. 1 don't' doubt It.
Thé Pagans who dreamed the white and glerlous
dream of the Parthenon, dreamed ethen dreams ef
perpetual peace; but the wan chariot of Imperial
Roine rumbled thnough thelr streets, aud for nine-

teen oppressive centuries "the glony that vas
Gree«ce" vas lu squaid eclpse-and its revival came
onIy the <other day vhen the latoat sens of Greece
learned te shoot stralglit and take ceven.

B UT I arn not troubled uow abouit the past. The
oyants of last August, set forth ln the "white
,paver," s3ufflclently, Istlfy my "cyuleism," my

4'lew, materiai outlook," my "Pagaulin." I said that
Germany, lni apite of ber "'culture," ber civlisation
and ber Cbristianity, would attack us when the heur
came. Was I right; or vas I wrong? But what I
amn troubled about ls the future. These saine lm-
IpractIcal, dreamJng, vlslonary "paclfists" are tunlng
up their lyres te luil uis once more .into a cendition
of comotose lsnbecllty, lu which vo will prematurely
bes.t our svords lutio pflougbêhares and our spears
Into punin-hooki, 'whlle the Hun suilenly re-armnf
In bis fastues8es, te nenew the attack the moment
hoe dare do se. We are te dIsanin-we te depend
upon Tristh and Rlghteousess-or thst far more
dangeroue deluslon, International opinion supported
by au Interuational "Police."

N W, 1 arn the ýlast mnu to zay a word againetNan international "police" vhlch shall "hold a
fretful wonld lu ave," just as scen as such a

s3tep forward ls possible. But te talk about lt under
exIstlng conditions, as an immediate consequeuce
of this preïeuit van, la even more stupld and short-
elghted tban It vas te assure us last wlnter that
there neyer co'uld be another European war, se Intl-
mateiy *ere the iuterests of the various elvllzed
niations nov bound together, and se hlgb a plane of
merallty bad vo new reached. I venture the asser-
tion, wblle the armIes are stiil li the field, that,
-when this ver le over, we will find less excuse
and not more-for predlcting permanent peace than
the '"patnlfists" bad te go upon before this var breke.

HElesson ef this van." The "pacifiets" say
4T blanidly that this "lesson" Isthat war ls se

terrible and hîdeous a tblng that ve ecan
never permit It again. For nxasterly mislnterpre4 a-
tien, commend me te tbat! Here 15 the position.
Theo "pacifiats" eald that var slxuply could net corne.
It came. Whatt le the "lesso>n" whIch any selool-boy
wonld draw? Surely that tbey vote wreug-that war
could cerne under conditions tbey thought impossible
-that, therefore, It rnlgbt corne agaîn under cendi-
Wiu& they would aga4n regard as Impossible. The

"lesson" surely is that they do not understand human
nature; and that they are failures ln the prediction
business. But the "llesson" they ýseek to dnaw, Is
that the coming of thus unexpected van has proven
s0 annoying to aIl concerned that they may new
falnrly renew their falled prediction and assent that
war can neyer cerne again.

T HE case is as If a cock-sure child should Insist
that fine, havlng become civilized and Chris-
tianized, wlll net hurn. You -point te universel

experlence. The chlld calîs you,"a back number."
In the# brutal days of old, it dld bumn. But net new.
Se ho puats hle fInger In the fine. It burns. He howls
wlth pain. It le far more terrible than lie thouglit.,
You say, warningly-"Nc>w you sec, My s on, fine
doos burn." "Oh, no," lie says, even befone he bas

stopped dancing with pain. "It is true that it bu
tiais time. I did flot think It could be so brutal
Pagan. No one could have calculated on
wickedness. Therefore, I was really right as a m
of logic, stili I confess that this particular lire
disappoint me most disrnally. But after this teiý
experience, it will neyer, neyer burn again. We
ail play safely witli the next fire as soon as tlis
banic blaze-the last of its kind-dies do>wn."

THE lesson of this war for the British EnPfLTto arm on land as well as on sea. We
learned ithat our Empire can no longer bE

fended uapon the water. We must, of course
supreme beyond challenge at sea. That 15 a
nec.essity of our existence. The war would, be
now-for us-if our navy were not supreme.
that le flot enouýgh. We must have an army, WC
to be the sword of a first-class power. We Om
to our Allies as well as, to ourselves. We ari
cçaping luckily this time. The Triple Alliance b
to pieces. Not one of Germany's serni-detal
"friends" ha& fought for hêr. The Triple Ent
bas had the support of Belglumi Japan, Servia, W<
negro and posslbly Portugal. But we cannût
culate that German diplomacy will se, utterly fal
the next occasion.

A COMMANDEERED WINDMILL AND A DEATH MACHINE

A BELGIAN WINDMILL US ED AS A RED CROSS STATION.
A section of the Royal Armny Modical Corps startlng wlth a stretcher for the battlefleld to bring

British wounded.

ORITISH ARMOURED MOTOR-GAR IN BEt.GIUM.
These terrific deatli-locomotlves arc in ueeby hundreds on both linoes ef battle.


