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THE MAN FROM BROCKVILLE

NE dimwiculty in selecting “The Second Man

Up” in the Liberal pariy is that there is 1o

"vecond Man Up.” ‘ihere are many aspir-

ants and lots of possibilitics, but all carry

with them a big question mark. 7The Liberal parcy

during the past five years of Opposition has not de-
veloped political leaaership. I make this statement
not on my authority, which might be regarded as
prejudiced, but on the authority of a recent addition

to the Liberal ranks, with all the enthusiasm of a
convert. There is no outstanding leader to whom
the Liberals will naturally turn when Sir Willzid

hands in bis resignation. A new leader will have to
be developed as did the Conservatives after the de-
feat of 1896. However, until this man is developed
some one will have to guide the fortunes of the
party, and this temporary choice may prove the
looked-for Moses. My selection for *“The Second
Man Up” is Hon. George P. Graham. I reach my
conclusions by a process of elimination.

It is presumed that Sir Wilfrid Lauricr when he
decides to retire will place his resignation in the
hands of the Liberal members of Parliament. Fo!-
lowing Canadian procedent his successor will be
appointed by a party caucus rather than by a general
convention of the party. They will naturally be
inclined to keep the question of choice among
themselves. The sgelection of a man from without
tae House, with no parliamentary experience, would
be regarded as too dangerous a political experiment,
On the front Liberal benches at present are five men
beside Sir Wilfrid, all ex-Cabinet Ministers, with
long experience in politics, in parliament and as ad-
ministrators. They are: Hon. Rodolphe Lemieux,
Hon. William Pugsley, Hon. Frank Oliver, Hon. Chas.
Murphy, and Hon, George *. Graham. All these men
will have to be given serious consideration. Back
of the front benches are but two men who might
be in the running. They are Mr. E. M. MacDonald
and Mr. Frank Carvell.

Aside from the question of Mr., Lemieux’s ability
it is doubtful whether the Liberal party would
select a French-Canadian to succeed a French-Cana-
dian. They would certainly not do so unless he was
a commanding figure. Mr. Lemieux, with all his
ability and his industry, cannot claim such distinc-
tion. Hon. William Pugsley is without doubt one of
the brainiest men in the House of Commons.. He is
a shrewd politician and a most resourdeful parlia-
mentarian, However, rightly or wrongly the public
has associated his name with certain scandals under
the old Liberal regime. With the present public
gentiment and with the new iueals which the war
has created no political leader can hope to be per-
manently successful whose name bears the slightest
tarnish,

If it could the Liberal party would likely turn to
the West for its next leader. With Manitoba, Sas-
katchewan and Alberta now held provincially by the

Graham'’s Hold on Quebec

ND then—with George P. Graham as second
man up to Laurier—what sort of man have
we in the possible place of the Liberal leader,

perhaps in the Premier’s seat in the House? Jeorge
Graham has positive qualities that cannot them-
selves be eliminated. He is not a heavy-weight
statesman. But he is a shrewd, facile master of
“savoir faire.” He knows th>» I'rench-Canadian bet
ter than any other Anglo-Canadian member of Par-
liament. And that is a requisite in an English-
speaking leader that is absolutely indispensable.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier understands Ontario and the West,
not so consummately as the Toronto News would have
him do, but far better than most of his eritics give
him credit for. To balance the score any Anglo-
Saxon leader must undersiand Quebec, Sir John
Macdonald in his day knew Queboc well. It was
part of his uncanny genius for understanding any
element in Canadian state craft. One way by which
he obtained a hold on French Canada was his knack
of telling stories. He was no orator. But he could
make an audience laugh even when the language he
used was not always thoroughly understood. It was
the Macdonald personality.

We must expect the same quality in any Anglo-
Liberal leader. Has George Graham the ability
to understand, and in a measure to interpret Quebec?
It must be admitted that he has. His long intimacy
with Sir Wilfrid has not been a merely personal
affinity. It is not to be assumed that Sir Wilfrid
chose Graham as his lieutenant for any specific pur-
pose concerning French Canada, or for any qualifi-
cation which Graham might develop as a possible
leader of the Liberal party. It is not clear that Sir
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