A Party of]180 United States Farmers on their way on a Special Train to Purchase Lands in the Tramping Lake District, in the Province of Saskatchewan.

Their Train

was the First Unofficial Passenger Train to go over the new Grand Trunk Pacific Line.

past has not disappeared. The term Galician—as
vulgarly applied to all these peoples in- Canada—
has come to be significant. Their blood runs hot at
times and they are decidedly naughty, while the
spell is on. Steady, patient care and education will
be the chief factor in Anglicising this largest addi-
tion to the Canadian family.

Horrible stories of persecuted Doukhobors drew
tears of sympathy and Canada offered them asylum.
Douks get less sympathy in Canada now. Naked

Douks hunting the Messiah on the prairie and
" repudiating ownership of their land were not popu-
lar. Their lands have been cancelled, their naked
are in gaol (to see if they can be trained) and
Peter Veregin has led his flock to a secluded valley
in British Columbia where he has paid for the land.
There they hope for much. :

The quiet, steady Mennonites, a century behind
the times, are old-timers in Manitoba. Their com-
munity habits and private schools are not conducive
to progress. Union Jacks flying over their public
schools brought terror to their hearts and they stren-
uously fought against them. A Manitoba Mennonite
was induced to visit a modernised kinsman in
Dakota. The sight of a piano in his relative’s home
drove him tremblingly back to Canada with prayers
on his lips for the soul of his relative.

On the Pacific coast the civilisations of the
Orient and the Occident have met. There has been
one upheaval. The whites don’t want another.
British Columbia is having growing pains. The
Chinese, Japs and Hindoos are there to stay. They
love their homelands but also love foreign cutrency.
The little brown men from the Flowery Kingdom
are commercial successes and wonderfully pro-
gressive, but their civilisation clashes with the Cana-
dian at close
quarters. They
engage famil-
iarly in any
toil with the
advantages of
industry  and
sobriety.
C hinamen
have come to
gell -t hea s
wares, wash
dirty linen and
cater to tran-
sients.  Hin-
doos slide
quietly into the
life.  at the
coast. They are
British  sub-
jects and feel
their rights to
British soil.
Few of these
peoples have crossed the Rockies to t?h.e prairies.
The coast climate is more tempting. British Colum-
bia does not want them but Canada has too great
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gifts to offer; so they come. Canada now thas a
proviso in her invitation to the Japs that only a
certain number may come each year. Not many are
now allowed to enter. Chinamen contributing five
hundred dollars to the public treasury are tolerated.
Hindoos must have two hundred dollars with them if
they would land on Canadian soil.

Three years Canada asks all her children to stay
with her and then takes them to her bosom as natur-
alised members of her family. British Columbia
said to the Japs: “Stay out.” Canada said: “Come.”
They came. But British Columbia will not give
her ballots to Japs, Chinese or Hindoos. This is
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some satisfaction. Manitoba once said foreigners
could not vote until seven years’ residence unless
they could read and write in one of six prescribed
languages. This made voters somewhat scarce and
four years ago it was abolished. “Ability to read
and write” is now the qualification for public office
but language is not specified. Manitoba teaches her
school children in five different languages. What
will result from it, time alone can tell, but many
fear. Polish and Ruthenian young men are being
trained by the government to carry education to
their own people in the province.

Canada has a great task to rear her cosmopolitan
family and inculcate Canadian ideals of life. Immi-
grants are now sifted before landing and the “un-
desirables” are continually culled out and sent to
the land whence they came. Canada’s most com-
plex problem now confronts her and its treatment
must be essentially practical. From her sister

republic to the south she has learned much and has
that experience as a guide. Firmness and patience
guided by a high standard of patriotism will be the
only successful method of building a harmonious
nation from such varying elements.

The Orgy on Parnassus

LinEs WriTTEN 1N MY CoPY oF TENNYSON,

You phrase-tormenting fantastic chorus,
With strangest words at your beck and call;
Who tumble your thoughts in a heap before us;—
Here was a bard shall outlast you all.

You prance on language, you force, you strain it,
You rack and you rive it, you twist it and maul.

Form, you abhor it, and taste, you disdain it,—
And here was a bard shall outlast you all.

Prosody gasps in your tortured numbers,
Your metres that writhe, your rhythms that
sprawl ;
And you make him turn in his marble slumbers,
The golden-tongued, who outsings you all.

Think you ’tis thus, in uncouth contortion,
That Song lives throned above thrones that fall?
Her handmaids are order and just proportion,
And measure and grace, that survive you all.
* * * * *

But brief is the life of your mannered pages;
Your jargon, your attitudes, soon they pall;
You posture before the scornful ages,
And here was a voice shall outlive you all.

For in vain is the praise of discord sounded,
Under the Muse’s mountain wall.

With ritual old she is there surrounded;
Her great decorum rebukes you all,

She is won as a bride, with reverent wooing,
Not haled by the hair, a captor’s thrall:
Such barbarous love is its own undoing;
And here was a bard shall outlast you all.

—William Watson, in Fortnightly Review.

The Peaceful and Innocent Hindu.




