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' streams. No!' bre thoy wonld romain
as long as poasîblo, the farming outfit
~Must go.'

Thp grain -rowers, working and
wsiting in faumemd secsjrit*v, gave littie
heed to ranchers and eattiL-. they had'
inot seen oeithir 'for days.. Since th$'
grain-matdred, thoe Cowboyo. had- taken
the ce ttle'.fttrtiser down streaip; they
had, boon -morei friendiy of- late, and bad,
-iqted théir slmsko eariier in tise seasoil.
Bert McýiDouiqll, the noted broncho
iker, had been a frequent visitor at the
CAnemn homoestete.ark-eyed Stellia
beipg.,the .sýiplîsodAttraction. She had
ri ddàen with" hum 'tethe 1Fair, in town.
Oft .scarniing -tise, horizon for aigas of
approaehing sto]rmp"*àLl'u4eoDpscious of
one.brewiàg for tbeir ruin midat prairie
romes sud .su~r snine, tboy .gioated
ovièritk-èir-tireasure, tise golden,:grain

.09Ç moonléea nigit, -vhen the, erops
woro .aboutt rey,- for, cattîng; somothing
droadûl hapened. Âwa koenod at nlghtth t no-w familiar aound, thse thud,

thd hud of méqy cattle, thoy rushed
eut to find their- feucm. down. aud, homo-
steads invadod .by the largieat:herd,,they
had; ever soon. ;.Front botl aides ,of thecrook. ,they came,. at -bead-1ong speed, a
starepedo, toariug -thtough the seUlte.-
ment as thougis.r=ad wth fea]r Not a
ralsêh ..n-ot-4a co ~ as te é seen.
-What weWe, r ecig.shouting -mien,

ligtedtories sd _flring of guns te
.tà~~i~1tl? -Onward they rushod,'carug~fo- n.ugtthe bowildered and
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The wintor followlng the stampede W
unusuaily severe. Storm suceedd
storm;, snow 'feil to unlpree(ened
depths, biown into hmgh drifts t)%' )ijz.
zards whieh. swept o'er the plain's with
relentiess /ury.

The settiement, iiiy prepared for tijs
state of affairs, suffered keenly; and the
ranchiers, in trying to preserve an(] pro,
tect- their cattie, baid many adventures
.and narrow escapes froin dea1i by ex.
posur 'e.« Day by day the animaie býecame
thinner, weaker a.nd les. able to find food&for theinselves.
.In February the ranchers appeaie<i te

the- farmers. "Woéuld tbey Beli their
*traw etacke to save their starving
catte"IlQue or two responded, and sold
theiir stacks at fabulous prices; but the
maijority*, controlled* by tlie younger ele-.
ment, utterly relused to.comply with the
Te uest.
j,:o-ther period of snow, blizzard and
Îero woather sent a second deputation
which fared worse thsa the Arast, no-
straw could they got. The fariner. wers
obdurate to a man. A chinook came te
their relief. Thse ranchers haiied the
balxpy wind and aimost summer-like
tomperature with hilarious delight. la
a few hours _tbere was running wùter,
haro grasi-- and feed in pion ty, the
cattie were saved'. Their jey was of
short -duration, another twenty.-four
hours saw the prairies wrapped in a
sheet of ice and frozen snow, throuigh.
whichi the animais in their weak state

The first reaily high peaks in the Rockies geing west on the new CN.R. transcontineiial

iae fariners saw their treasurod ceuid net break. Mnny perisised, thse
rain a tra.mpled mass, more utterly plains were strewn with carcasites . and
ined thasu ln previeus years. Only a the blizzards re-appcared with unabated
wi oscape. To them the littie settie-. force. Again the settiement was besieged
eut owed its existence in the succeed- and, in spite of bribes and tbreats, met
g mentis.. An investigation followed, with a flat refusai. Thse eider fariner.,
;which both farmiers and ranchers at- led by Mr. Cameron, would have sold;
nded, but nothing came ef it. Some- the cuttie were suffering and they
ing had frightened thse cattIe which needed the money. The women folks

ased the stanipede-there was nothing had been won over long sinice, thse moan-
icmmon in that. They bad made for ing and starving cattie bad pieaded their
e old fort at the creek regardiess of ewn cause. Thèe dejected coîvboye, riding
Mesteads. They regretted the inceident their lean and dispirited penies, were
course, bùt ceuld net hoe respensible ebjects of pity. Stella, from lier little
r stampeding cattie-thus testified thse kitehen window, watchied the flnely
neciers. No ene told of tise camp-fire marked pinto, bearing the once dashing
nciaves, or the roundiug up of tbe vast broncho rider, siowly over the plains onl
rd. The ruined farmers, wrathful and his way to town, or'back to their shacks
îatisfied%, appealed, through the press, and cattle.
r protection. In town they had their "It is a shame, an unhoîy conspiracy,"
lupathizers, se had the ranchera. she cried, ber dark eyes fiashing emin-
rbeir legielative representative assured ously. '*We don't need the stacks and
-, aise threugh thse press, the matter we do need the nioney. Hoîv can yeiI
'nid receive bis most careful censid- hear the poor brutes an1d1 withliold what
ttien, and there it ended. llcncefortlh wîiI keep lîfe in tliern "
ýre.were no dealings betweeu farniers "An eve for an eye, a tooth for a
1 ranchers. The former were seen no0 tootli," lier brother replied. "It inîust bc
re at. the round-ups, ner did the riders a fight, to the finish; the prairie is wide,

the plains receive glances from brigit but siot large enoughi for us hotu. If
s, or merry words of greeting. Beèrt the ranchers win out, then we must pull

Dougail tried ia vain. to re-establish up stakes and go." This view was gen-
-ndiy relations between himself aud eral throughout the settiemeut. Bob
SCamérons. The boys avoided bim, Caîneron, Stelia's y oungest and favorite
1Stella met him with fIasbing and brother, did flot sliare this opinion. Ile
rnful eyes. lad a great admiration for ranchers,
fthe settlers praved for vengeance co'vbovs aud cattie. Ranchiiig was more
y had reason te think thieir petition to bis liing thail farrning. "S1ýome day,"
rted. Before inany- ioolns camne îleir lie tliought, lie vouId rosmn the prairies
;t opport-unity to "do good to tlîem îith i.,li lierd. Pîty the stanîpede liad
:despitefullv lise yor get eveti. occiii-ied to spoil thie affair betweefl

îng ue intr S(~~oi te cat t i- S t(lztandi~ thiat bronielo rider, lie iilit
ied out on the o'penl prairie, no0 fved i vte beeîî iiseful to furtlier bis ranchiing,
i- stacked.. They foraged for hi-aihtoi.
-es, scraping the rieil I biwh ,t-ass At tîL close of a cold dav, Stella. re-
n under the soft. flot . 'trl dept îîiîîg (rfroi clîickeii feed iiig, noticei1
tv, seekiîg -the tolîltes kin î-lîuîî o1iî aî-V railu-her louping &l(i l un te icy

ther ~ ~ ~ e su ccni~hi lii. tli. Iuking neitiier to the right or left,
îring at frequcilt iitervaIls, wheiî uer s;-enigspeed tilt. the ice-bound
sniw would altogether disappjear, tiltifou-Id reauliîed. Dropping lier fecd
iiext dûwi.uïail. vali in ailmazerncnt, she perceived lier ole,
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