Or sixteen Years ago when you came here? Does it cost more or less now to live
Squally welj? A.iTaking i)t‘ all through, with the exception of rent, I do not know
at there is much difference. . .

Q~—Rent is dearer? A.—Yes. Of course I am a married man, with a lmb {,fre
family; and, taking one thing with another, I consider that I can live as reasonably
and ag cheaply, barring rent, just now as perhaps I pould twelve years ago. ] .

Do you think you are better off by the increase of wages than you x}:exe‘
trelve years ago? A.—Yes, Tam; I ambetter off now at twenty-five cents an hour
than T W then at fveomt o

é ’n at twenty. . § 3

Q.—And the increusg is to the good? A.—Certainly; I have now twenty-five

¢ents at hour and a chance of even 27 L cents.
~‘Perhaps you don’t understand my question. ‘Vlll' the.20 cents an hour buy
a8 much fop you to-day as it would at that time? A.—I think it will. 4

Q—Then the inerease of wages is all to the good ? A—All torthe good. their

Q—Do many mechanics with whom you are acquainted in Toronto own their
OWn hougey ? A—Oh ves. ¢ 1 .

e 7 —Oh yes; a good many. _ ‘ )

. Q—Do you think they are largely in debt for their houses or have they mostly

Paid for them? A __That T cannot say.

By the CHarrRMAN :—
—As a general rule? A.—I could hardly say. There are some who have a
harg strugele to meet their obligations and keep evex'ytihmg clear; some that 'Pel-
b8 have had bad health in their families, or one thing or another of that kind,
but [ oW there are a great many who have their property clear; they may have
a great struggele to do =0 but they have done it.
By Mr. Freep . —

1 —You are intimate with a good many mechanics; you visit their houses and
SNOW how they live 2 A—Oh, yes.

luxsn. o0 you think that taking the ordinary comforts of life and the (t(mllem‘?}?;;
t}ll:;“(‘i‘d the mechanical class live in as good style, or in better or worse sty

how; . twelve or fifteen years ago ?  A.—They live in better style; 1 have no
ation in sayine that. )
v—Ilow ziyrc ?heir houses furnished as compared with then ? ) A..——V_ery wpll.
“those who are sober and careful men, and [ have no hesitation in saying
are far superior in every respect.
ind ~‘\Wh.at is yolm- opinion ofythe f}?)o'ting of a sober, steady, eompAetent \\i()t{-krtr,ar:
L Cealing with hix employer, in selling his labor?  Does he stand on an equal 100ting
}“ 'th hiy employer in 1n:tki1;<)‘ a bargain tor work and the wages he is tu. receive, or
]ms the employer the advantace of him ? A —Well, Ido not know ; thatixa q‘uestxo‘n
Nh&\‘e Ltried to solve for a 1()§g time; I can hardly give an answer to 1t: "lherfrl 18
Mething there that, T can hardly make out, but I think it is six and half a dozen
obween ti employer and the employé. Of course L speak always for myself and I
Tever had g 1o employerin my lite; I have always got on well with them and when
Wanted My wages advanced and if they did not do it, I could pick up my tools and
8o SOmewhere olyo s0 that I never go against my employer. But there are some em-
Pl(’yel‘s in T ) {a

oronto who are pretty great tyrants, but I happen to be fortunate in ‘that
lf;y and T am Sorry to say that the greatest tyrants we have are people who came
Ithhe ranks amongst ourselves,

Well indeg(il_ t on the whole you think they get along remarkably well. A.—Very

ing o0 have a friendly feeling one towards the other? A.—Yes. Now
tg?l;:lr;gi our last strike, I have )been ong:every strike perhaps during my life, since ’lc)hi
thoy hOGkout in London twenty-six or twenty-seven years ago until the last one, ur
ng| 81 Lam down upon them and though I knew so many of the men, no one eve

Sted me, 7 give that credit to the carpenters at any rate. That was at a time,
Were 013;n might have expected it, working as I was when perhaps a good many

7 80 that T cannot say that they interfered in that way.
A—1}



